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THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 
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ISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY  TO  FRANCE, 


THE   ANSWERS  OF  JOHN   JAY, 

SECRETARY   FOR    FOREIGN    AFFAIRS. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  March  5,  1786.  . 
Sir, 
The  several  commissions  to  which  Congress  were 
pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Humphreys  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation being  shortly  to  expire,  and  a  French  packet  offer- 
ing him  a  convenient  passage  in  the  month  of  April,  he 
proposes  to  avail  himself  of  that  occasion  of  returning  to 
his  own  country,  and  of  there  presenting  his  respects  and 
thanks  to  Congress. 

As  a  member  of  the  several  commissions  with  which 
his  office  was  connected,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  his  ready,  able,  and  faithful  discharge  of  all  its 
duties  ;  and  I  beg  leave,  through  you  to  Congress,  to  as- 
sure them  that  bis  talents  and  dispositions  are  such  as  they 
may  repose  themselves  on  with  security,  should  they  think 
proper  to  avail  our  country  of  them  on  any  future  occasion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

London,  Maith  12,  1786. 
Sir, 

The  date  of  a  letter  from  London  will  doubtless  be  as 
unexpected  to  you,  as  it  was  unforeseen  by  myself  a  few 
days  ago.  On  the  27th  of  the  last  months  Col.  Smith 
arrived  in  Paris  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  informing 
me  that  there  was  at  this  place  a  Minister  from  Tripoli, 
having  general  powers  to  enter  into  treaties  on  behalf  of 
his  State,  and  with  whom  it  was  possible  we  might  do 
something  in  our  commissions  to  that  power  i  atid  thtt  he 
gave  reason  to  believe  he  could  also  take  arrangements 
with  us  for  Tunis. 

He  further  added,  that  the  Minister  of  Portugal  here 
had  received  ultimate  instructions  from  his  Court,  and 
that  probably  that  treaty  might  be  concluded  in  the  space 
of  three  weeks,  were  we  all  on  the  spot  together. 

He  therefore  pressed  me  to  come  over  immediately. 

The  first  of  these  objects  had  some  weigliton  my  mind, 
because,  as  we  had  sent  no  person  to  Tripoli  or  Tunis,  I 
thought  if  we  codd  meet  a  Minister  from  them  on  this 
ground,  out  arrangements  would  be  settled  much  sooner, 
and  at  less  expense.  Bat  what  principally  decided  with 
me  was,  the  desire  of  bringing  matters  to  a  conclusion 
with  Portugal  before  the  term  of  out  commission  should 
expire,  or  any  new  turn  in  the  negotiations  of  France  and 
England  should  abate  their  wHIingness  to  fix  a  connexion 
with  us. 

A  third  motive  had  also  its  weight.  I  hoped  that  my 
attendance  here,  and  the  necessity  of  shortening  k,  noigfat 
be  made  use  of  to  force  a  decisive  answer  from  this 
Court 
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I  therefore  concluded  to  comply  with  Mr.  Adams's  re- 
quest. 

I  went  immediately  to  Versailles,  and  ipprieed  the 
Count  de  Vergennes  that  circumstances  of  public  duty 
called  me  hither  (or  three  or  four  weeks,  arranged  with 
him  some  matters,  and  set  out  with  Col.  Smith  for  this 
place,  where  we  arrived  last  night ;  which  was  as  early  as 
the  excessive  rigor  of  the  weather  admitted. 

1  saw  Mr.  Adams  immediately,  and  again  to-day. 

He  informs  me  that  the  Minister  of  Portugal  was  taken 
ill  five  or  six  days  ago,  has  been  very  much  so,  but  is 
now  somewhat  better. 

It  would  be  very  mortifying,  indeed,  should  this  acci- 
dent, with  the  shortness  of  the  term  to  which  I  limit  my 
stay  here,  defeat  what  was  the  principal  object  of  my 
journey,  and  that  without  which  I  should  hardly  have 
undertaken  it.  With  respect  to  this  country,  I  had  no 
doubt  but  that  every  consideration  had  been  urged  by 
Mr.  Adams,  which  was  proper  to  be  urged. 

Nothing  remains  undone  in-  this  way.  But  we  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  my  journey  here,  as  if  made  on  pur- 
pose, just  before  the  expiration  of  our  commission,  to 
form  our  report  to  Congress  on  the  execution  of  that 
commission ;  which  report  they  may  be  given  to  know 
cannot  be  formed,  without  decisive  information  of  the 
ultimate  determination  of  their  Court. 

There  is  bo  doubt  what  that  determination  will  be ;  but 
it  will  be  useful  to  have  it,  as  it  may  put  an  end  to  all 
further  expectations  on  our  side  the  water,  and  show  that 
the  lime  is  come  for  doing  whatever  is  to  be  done  by  us, 
for  counteracting  the  unjust  and  greedy  designs  of  this 
country. 
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We  shall  have  the  honor,  before  I  leave  this  place,  to 
^  inform  you  of  the  result  of  the  several  matters  which 
have  brought  roe  to  it. 

A  day  or  two  before  my  departure  from  Paris,  I  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  January ;  the  question  therein 

proposed :  "  How  for  France  considers  herself  as  bound 
to  insist  on  the  delivery  of  the  posts  ?''  would,  infallibly, 
produce  another:  How  far  we  consider  ourselves  as  guar- 
antees of  their  American  possessions,  and  bound  to  eater 
into  any  future  war  in  which  these  may  be  attacked  ? 

The  words  pf  the  treaty  of  alliance  seem  to  be  with- 
out ambiguity  on  either  head.  Yet  I  should  be  afraid  to 
commit  Congress,  by  answering  without  authority. 

I  will  endeavor,  on  my  return,  to  sound  the  opinion  of 
the  Minister,  if  possible,  without  exposing  myself  to  the 
other  question.  Should  any  thing  forcible  be  meditated 
on  those  posts,  it  would  possibly  be  thought  prudent 
previously  to  a^  the  good  offices  of  France  to  obtain 
their  delivery. 

In  this  case,  they  would  probably  say  we  must  first  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  on  our  part,  by  repealing  all  acts  which 
have  contravened  it. 

Now,  this  measure,  if  there  be  any  candor  in  the  Court 
of  London,  would  suffice  to  obtain  a  delivery  of  the 
posts  from  them,  without  the  mediation  of  any  third 
power. 

However,  if  this  mediation  should  be  finally  needed, 
I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  our  obtaining  it,  and  still  less  to 
question  its  omnipotent  influence  on  the  British  Court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  JOHK  JAT   TO   THOMAS    JfiFFXRSON. 

NewYork,Jaiiel6,1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  mj  last  to  you,  qf  the.  14th  ult.,  I  have  been 
honored  with  yours  of  the  2d  January,  and  5th  and  12th 
of  March  last.  I  have  also  received  a  joint  letter  from 
you  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  28th  March.  All  of  them  have 
been  laid  before  Congress,  who,  as  yet,  have  not  given 
me  any  orders  respecting  the  contents  of  either. 

The  first  of  these  letters,  viz :  that  ^f  2d  January, 
strikes  me  as  very  interesting*  I  always  wished,  and 
that  very  sincerely,  that,  on  the  return  of  peace,  France 
might  derive  essential  advantiages  from  our  commerce. 
I  regret  that  this  has  not  been  the  case,  and  that  thQ 
causes  which  occasioned  the  disappointment  have  not 
sooner  been  investigated  and  removed.  In  my  opinion, 
you  have  done  it  candidly  and  ably ;  and  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  France  has.  so  regulated 
her  commerce,  as  that  the  people  of  this  country  may 
indulge  their  desire  of  giving  the  productions  of  this 
country  in  exchange  for  those  of  that.  There  is  certain- 
ly much  wisdom  and  knowledge  in  France,  but  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce  do  not  appear  to  be  as  well  understood 
in  that  country  as  In  England.  However  the  system  of 
farming  and  monopoly  may  comport  with  the  views  of 
Government  in  some  points,  the  experience  of  ages  bears 
testimony  to  the  injuries  they  have  done  to  commerce. 
Governments,  however,  like  individuals,  sometimes  be- 
come too  strongly  attached,  by  long  continued  habit, 
even  to  what  daily  does  them  harm;  so  that  we  may 
apply  to  errors  in  politics,  what  was  wisely  remarked  of 
errors  in  morals:  it  is  hard  for  those  who  are  accustomed 
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to  do  evil  to  leara  to  do  well.  When  I  was  in  France,  I 
heftrd  that  system  closured  by  almost  every  gentleman 
whom  I  heard  speak  of  it ;  and  yet  it  seems  so  firmly  fix- 
ed, perhaps  by  golden  rivets,  evoH  on  siovereignty  itself, 
as  that  the  speedy  destniction  of  ie  seems  rather  to  be 
wished  for  than  expected. 

I  herewith  send  copies  of  seireral -letters  respecting 
Mr.  Gallatin,  which  will  enable  you  to  assure  his  friends 
of  his  being  alive,  and  probably  doing  well. 

I  am  impatient  to  receive  the  orders  of  Congress  on  the 
subject  of  your  negotiati(»is  with  the  Barbary  powers. 
As  yet,  that  business  remains  under  cotisideration.  As  to 
further  loans,  I  have  long  thought  that  they  should  be  pre» 
ceded  by  proper  arrangements  for  the  payment  of  mterest 
and  principal,  so  that  the  public  faith  may  be  punctually 
kept.  National  character  depends  upon  it,  and  I,  for  my 
part,  think  national  character  is  of  more  importance  tbaa 
even  peace  with  those  pirates. 

Your  reasons  for  gmng  to  England  appear  to  me  as 
they  did  to  you,  cogent  and  conclusive ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  that  good  will  result  from  it,  although,  perhaps, 
not  all  that .  might  have  been  expected.  The  affiiir  of 
our  posts  is  a  serious  business,  and  the  more  so,  as,  in  my 
opinion,  Britain  has  too  much  reason  on  her  side.  They 
who  ask  equity,  should  do  it. 

You  will  also  receive  with  this  letter  some  c^  our  late 
papers,  and  I  shall  take  the  first  good  opportunity  that 
may  oflfer  to  write  to  you  more  particularly  and  explicitly 
on  several  subjects. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROK  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

London,  April  23, 1786. 
Sir, 

In  another  letter  of  this  day,  I  stated  to  you  what  had 
passed  with  public  characters  since  my  arrival  here, 
Conversatfons  with  private  individuals,  I  thought  it  best 
not  to  mingle  with  tho  contents  of  that  letter;  yet, 
as  some  have  taken  place,  which  relate  to  matters 
within  our  instructicms,  and  with  persons  whose  opinions 
deserve  to  have  some  weight,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
stating  them.  In  a  conversation  with  an  ancient  and 
respectable  merchant  of  this  place,  such  a  view  of  the 
true  slate  of  the  commercial  connexion  of  America  and 
Great  Britain  was  presented  to  him,  as  induced  him  to 
acknowledge  they  had  been  mistaken  in  their  opinions, 
and  to  ask  that  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  wonld  permit  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  American  merchants  to  call 
on  us. 

He  observed,  that  the  same  person  happened  to  be 
also  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  body  of 
British  merchants,  and  that  such  was  the  respect  paid  to 
his  person  and  office,  that  we  might  consider  what  came 
from  him  as  coming  from  the  committees  themselves. 
He  called  on  us  at  an  appointed  hour.  It  was  a  Mr. 
Duncan  Campbell,  formerly  much  concerned  in  '  the 
American  trade.  We  entered  on  the  subject  of  the  non*- 
execution  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  alleged  on  both 
sides.  We  observed,  that  the  refusal  to  deliver  the 
western  posts,  and  the  witWrawing  American  {Mt>perty, 
contrary  to  express  stipulation,  having  preceded  what  we 
considered  as  breaches  on  our  part,  were  to  be  consider- 
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ed  a3  the  causes  of  our  proceedings.     The  obstructions 
thrown  by  our  Legislatures  in  the  way  of  the  recovery  of 
their  debts,  was  insisted  on  by  him.     We  observed  to 
him,  that  the  great  amount  of  the  debt  from  America  to 
Great  Britain,  and  the  little  circulating  coin  in  the  former 
country,   rendered  -  an   immediate    payment  impossible ; 
that  time  was  necessary ;  that  we  had  been  authorized 
to  enter  into  explanatory  arrangements  on  this  subject ; 
that  we  had  made  overtures  for  the  purpose,  which  had 
not  been  attended  to,  and  that  the  States  had  therefore 
been  obliged  to  modify  the  article  for  themselves.     He 
acknowledged  the  impossibility  of  immediate  payment, 
the  propriety  of  an   explanatory  convention,   and   that 
they  were  disposed  to  allow  a  reasonable  time.      We 
mentioned  the  term  of  five  years,  including  the  present; 
but  that  judgments  might  be  allowed  immediately,  only 
dividing  the  execution  into  equal  and  annual  parts,  so 
that  the  last  should  be  levied  by  the  close  of  the  year 
1790.     This  seemed  to  be  quite  agreeable  to  him,  and 
to  be  as  short  a  term  as  would  be  insisted  on  by  them. 
Proceeding  to  the  sum  to  be  demanded,  we  agreed  that 
the  principal,  with  the  interest  incurring  before  and  after 
the  war,  should  be  paid  ;  but  as  to  that  incurring  during 
the   war,  we  diiSTered  from   him.     He  urged  its  justice 
with  respect  to  themselves,  who  had  lain  out  of  the  use 
of  their  money  during  that  period.     This  was  his  only 
topic.     We  opposed  to  it  all  those  which  circumstances, 
both  public  and  private,  gave  rise  to.     He  appeared  to 
feel  their  weight,  but  said  the  renunciation  of  this  inter- 
est was  a  bitter  pill,  and  such  a  one  as  the  merchantg 
here  could  not  swallow.     He  wished  that  no  declaration 
should  be  made  as  to  this  article  ;  but  we  observed,  that 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  H 

if  we  entered  into  explanatory  declarations  of  the  points 
unfavorable  to  us,  we  should  expect,  as  a  consideration 
for  this,  corresponding  declarations  on  the  parts  in  our 
£ivor.  In  fact,  we  supposed  his  view  to  be,  to  leave  this 
part  of  the  interest  to  stand  on  the  general  expressions  of 
(he  treaty,  that  they  might  avail  themselves  in  individual 
cases  of  the  favorable  dispositions  of  debtors  or  of  juries. 

We  proceeded  to  the  necessity  of  arrangements  of  our 
future  commerce,  were  it  only  as  a  means  of  enabling  our 
country  to  pay  its  debts ;  that  they  had  been  contracted 
while  certain  modes  of  remittance  had  existed  here,  and 
had  been  an  inducement  to  us  to  contract  these  debts. 
He  said  he  was  not  authorized  to  speak  on  the  subject  of 
the  future  commerce. 

He  appeared  really  and  feelingly  anxious  that  arrange- 
ments should  be  stipulated  as  to  the  payment  of  the  old 
debts ;  said  he  would  proceed  at  that  moment  to  Lord 
Caermarthen's,  and  discuss  the  subject  with  him,  and  that 
we  might  expect  to  hear  from  him.  He  took  leave,  and 
we  never  since  have  heard  from  him,  or  any  other  per- 
son, on  tlie  subject. 

Congress  will  judge  how  far  these  conversations  should 
influence  their  future  proceedings,  or  those  of  the  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

FAOM   THOMAS    JEFiTBRSON   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

London,  April  23,  1766. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  March  12th,  I  had  the  honor  of  ex- 
plaining to  you  the  motives  which  had  brought  me  tb 
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this  place.  A  joint  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  and  myself^ 
sent  bjr  the  last  packet,  informed  you  of  the  result  of  out^ 
conferences  with  the  Tripoline  Minister. 

The  conferences  with  the  Minister  of  Portugal  have 
been  drawn  to  a  greater  le»gth  than  I  expected  ;  however, 
every  thing  is  now  agreed,  and  the  treaty  will  be  ready 
for  signature  the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  shall  set  out  for 
Paris  the  same  day.  With  this  country  nothing  is  done ; 
and  that  nothing  is  intended  to  be  done  on  their  part,  ad- 
mits not  the  smallest  doubt.  The  nation  is  against  any 
change  of  measures.  The  Ministers  are  against  it,  some 
from  principle,  others  from  subserviency  ;  and  the  King, 
more  than  all  men,  is  against  it.  If  we  take  a  retrospect 
to  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign,  we  observe  that, 
amidst  all  the  changes  of  Ministry,  no  change  of  measures 
with  respect  to  America  ever  took  place,  excepting  only 
at  the  moment  of  the  peace,  and  the  Minister  of  thai 
moment  was  immediately  removed. 

Judging  of  the  future  by  the  past,  I  do  not  expect  ft 
change  of  disposition  during  the  present  reign,  which  bids 
fair  to  be  a  long  one,  as  the  King  is  healthy  and  temperate ; 
that  he  is  persevering,  we  know.  If  he  ever  changes  bis 
plan,  it  will  be  in  consequence  of  events  which  neither 
himself  nor  his  Ministers  at  present  place  among  those 
which  are  probable.  Even  the  opposition  dare  not  open 
their  lips  in  favor  of  a  connexion  with  us,  so  unpopular 
would  be  the  topic. 

It  is  not  that  they  think  our  commerce  unimportant  to 
them ;  I  find  that  the  merchants  have  set  sufficient  value 
on  it ;  but  that  they  are  sure  of  keeping  it  on  their  own 
terms.  No  better  proof  can  be  shown  of  the  security  in 
which  the  Ministers  think  thentselves  on  this  bead,  thao 
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ihat  tbey  have  not  thcNigbt  it  worth  while  to  give  us  a 
conference  on  the  subject,  though,  on  my  arrival,  we  ex- 
hibked  to  them  our  commission,  observed  to  them  that  it 
would  expire  on  the  12th  of  the  next  mpncb,  ^vA  that  I 
bad  co^ie  over  on  jpurpose  to  see  if  any  arrangements 
could  be  laade  before  that  time.  Of  two  nxMUhB  whicb 
then  remained,  six  weeks  bave  elapeed  without  oo#  scr^ 
of  a  pen  or  one  [wqrd  from  a  Minbter,  except  a  vague 
proposition  at  an  accidental  meeting.  We  availed  ou»- 
sdves  even  of  that,  to  make  another  essay  to  extort  some 
sort  9^  declaration  from  the  Court ;  but  their  silence  is 
invincible.  But  of  all  tbi%  as  well  as  of  the  proceediogf 
iu  the  negotiation  with  Portugal,  iofomatiou  will  be 
given  you  by  a  joint  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  and  myself. 

The  moment  is  certainly  arrived  w^a,  the  plan  of  tbii 
Couf  t  being  out  of  all  doubts  Congress  and  the  States  ma| 
decide  what  their  ewn  measures  should  be. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  spoke  of  you  in  very  iriepdly 
terms,  and  desired  me  to  present  his  respects  to  you^^in  the 
first  letter  I  should  write* 

He  is  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  £}Uy  of  the  present 
measures  of  this  country,  as  are  a  few  dher  cbaracteiif 
about  him.  Dr.  Price  is  ^1mDg  tbesei  and  is  particular^ 
ly  disturbed  at  the  preheat  prospects.  He  ackaowledgesi 
however,  that  all  change  is^  despersite ;  which  weighs  the 
floore,  as  b&  is  iniimata  with  Mr.  P^itt. 

This  small  band  of  fiiendsr  fitvorai^le  |a  it  is,  does  not 
piietend  to  say  one  word  ia  puhHc  on  our  subject«^ 
ll^Lve  the  hoopr  to  he^  b<Uy 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM   JOHN   J  AT    TO   THOMAS   JEFFKRSON. 

New  York,  July  14, 1786: 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  yoa,  of  the  I6th  ult.,  I  have  been 
honored  with  your  letter  of  2^3(1,  and  a  joint  one  from  yoir 
and  Mr.  Adams,  of  25th  April. 

■'  Considering  the  importance  of  onr  commerce  with 
Portugal,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  that  a  treaty  with 
that  kingdom  was  neariy  concluded.  Untrl  our  afliiirs 
shall  be  more  perfectly  arranged,  we  shall  treat  under 
disadvantages^  and,  therefore,  I  am  not  surprised  that  our 
negotiations  with  Britain  and  Barbary  are  unpromising* 
To  be  respectable  abroad,  it  is  necessary  to  be  so  at 
home ;  and  that  will  not  be  the  case,  until  our  public  fiiith 
acquires  more  con6deQce,  and  our  Government  more 
strength. 

When,  or  how,  these  great  objects  will  be  attained,  can 
j^carcely  be  conjectured.  An  uneasiness  prevails  through 
the  country,  and  may  produce  eventually  the  desired  refor- 
mation, and  it  may  also  produce  untoward  events.  Time 
alone  can  decide  this  and  many  other  doubts ;  for  nat'ions, 
like  individuals,  are  more  frequently  guided  by  circum- 
/Stances,  than  circumstances  by  them. 

I  am  not  Charged  to  communicate  to  you  any  instruc- 
tions, though  I  have  reason  to  think  that  some  will  be 
i^dy  by  the  time  the  next  packet  will  sail.  Nor  have 
I  any  very  interesting  intelligence  to  transmit.  The 
British  Government  at  New  Brunswick  have  lately  given 
uneasiness  to  Massachusetts,  by  extending  their  jurisdic- 
tion farther  than  the  treaty  will  warrant.  And  from  the 
present  state  of  our  Indian  affiiirs,  there  is  reason  to  ad- 
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prebend  trouble  with  tbem.  They  appear  dissatisfied 
witb  their  late  cessions  to  us,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  they  will  give  interruption  to  our  surveyors.  How 
far  these  people  may  be  instigated  by  our  neighbors^  is 
not  decided  ;  but  the  asperity  observable  in  the  British 
nation  towards  us^  creates  suspicions  that  they  wish  to  see 
our  difficuhies,  of  every  kind,  increase  and  accumulate. 
Indeed,  I  fear  that  other  European  nations  do  not  regard 
us  entirely  without  jealousy.  There  are  some  little  cir- 
cumstances, which  look  as  if  the  Dutch  regret  our  having 
found  the  way  to  China;  and  that  will,  doubtless,  be 
more  or  less  the  case  with  every  nation,  with  whose  com- 
mercial views  we  may  interfere.  I  am  happy  in  reflect- 
ing that  there  can  be  but  little .  clashing  of  interests  be- 
tween us  and  France,  and,  therefore,  that  she  will  proba<> 
Uy  continue  disposed  to  wish  us  well  ^nd  do  us  good, 
especially  if  we  honestly  fulfil  our  pecuniary  engage*- 
ments  with  her.  These  engagements,  however,  give  me 
much  eoncem.  .  Every  principle  and  consideration  of 
honor,  justice,  and  interest,  call  upon  us  for  good  faith  and 
punctuality ;  and  yet  we  are,  unhappily,  so  circumstanced, 
that  the  moneys  necessary  for  the  purpose  are  not  pro- 
vided>  nor  in  such  a  way. of  being  provided  as  they  ought 
to  be.  This  is  owing,  not  to  any  thing  wrong  in  Con- 
gress, but  to  their  not  possessing  that  power  of  coercion, 
without  which,  no  Government  can  possibly  attain  the 
most  salutary,  and  constitutional  objects.  Excuses  and 
palliations,  and  applications  for  more  time>  make  bad .  re- 
mitunces,  and  will  a^rd  no  inducements  to  our  alUes  or 
others  to  afford  us  sintilar.aids.on  futui-e  occasions.    . 

I  send  herewith  a  packet  for  you  from  Mr.  Hoplpnsod, 
and. the  public  pfipefs«  ;  The  latter  wilt  inform  you  of  the 
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death  of  General  Greene ;  tins  is  a  serious  losi  to  iim 
country^  as  well  as  his  family,  and  is  universally  and  yaay 
ly  lamented* 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  h»nof  4o 
foe,  he. 

JOHN  JAY- 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON     TO     WILLIAM     CARMICHAEL. 

I>ari6,  May  S,  I9g€. 
Sir, 
A  visit  of  two  months  to  England  has  been  the  cau» 
of  your  not  hearing  from  me  during  that  period.  Your 
letters  of  February  the  3d,  to  Mr.  Adams  anad  mjtsdS, 
end  of  February  the  ^b,  to  me,  had  come  tO'  band  be* 
fore  my  departure.  While  I  wad  in  London,  Mc«  Adams 
reeeived  the  letters  giving  information  of  Mr.  Landi^^ 
arrival  at  Algiers.  In  l4ondoii  we  l>ad  coaferonees  with 
a  Tripoline  Ambas^dor,  now  at  that  Comt/  naned 
Abdrabasian.  He  asked  us  thirty  thousand  gaiiiaas  ibf 
a  peace  with  his  Court,  and  as  muoh -for  Tunis,  f(ur  which 
ho  said  he  could  answer.  What  we  were  autboii«ed  to 
xiSSsr  being,  to  this,  bat  as  a  drdp  ^o  a  bucket,  our  eoo^ 
licences  were  reported  oa}y  for  th^  purpose  of  obtaila^g 
information*.  If  the  demands  of  Algiers  and  Moiwoo 
•shoidd  be  proporiioQed  lo  this,  according  to  their  supeoor 
|Kiwer>  it  is  easy  to  fi^esee  that  the  Uniiad  States  wi}l 
iK>t  buy  a  peace  whh  money.  What  principaUy  led  me 
to  England  was,  tbo  mformation  that  tbe  Cavalier  del 
Phito>  Portuguese  Minister  at  that  Court,  ^ad  received 
Ml  fcmmt^  ti^at  with  us.    1  aoe«fdiii|fy  wgnl  tbeae, 


Dlrt/)MATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  17 

and,  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  we  arranged  a  commer- 
cial treaty  between  our  two  countries.  His  powers  were 
only  to  negotiate,  not  to  sign  :  and,  as  I  could  not  wait, 
Mr.  Adams  and  niyself  signed,  and  the  Chevalier  del 
Pinto  expected  daily  the  arrival  of  powers  to  do  the 
same.  T^e  footing  on  which  each  has  placed  the  other^ 
is  that  of  the  most  favored  nation.  We  wished  much  to 
have  had  some  privileges  in  their  American  possessions  ^ 
but  this  Was  not  to  be  effected.  The  right  to  import 
flour  into  Portugal,  though  not  conceded  by  the  treaty*, 
we  are  not  without  hopes  of  obtaining. 

My  journey  furnished  us  with  occasion  to  renew  our 
overtures  to  the  Court  of  London;  which  it  was  th6 
more  imponant  to'  do,  as  our  p6wers  to  that  Court  were 
to  expire  on  the  12th  of  this  month.  These  overtures 
were  not  attended  to,  and,  our  commission  expiring,  we 
made  our  final  report  to  Congress ;  and  I  suppbs^  this  the 
last  offer  pf  friendship  which  will  ever  be  made  on  our 
part.  The  treaty  of  peace  being  unexecuted  on  either 
part,  in  iinportMit  points,  each  will  notr  take  their  own 
measured  for  obtaining  execution.  I  think  the  King, 
Ministers,  and  nation,  are  mote  bitterly  hostile  to  us  at 
present,  thdn  at  any  period  of  the  late  watr.  A  like  dis- 
position on  but  pto  has  been  rising  for  some  time.  In^ 
wfatt  ev^its  these  tbitigv  will  end^  we  cannot  forese^. 
Qur^  conntrytnen  are  eager  in  thett  passions  and  ^ter- 
prises,  mod  not  dis^posed  to  calculate  th^ii'  interests  against 
diese.  06r  enemies  (for  such  they  are  in  fact)  have^ 
for  twdve  years  past,  fdllowed  but  one  uniform  rufo--4hae 
of  doing  exactly  this  conti'ary  of  wfiat  reason  points  out;' 
Having  early,  during  our  contest,  observed  this  in  the 
Bdtisb  cbndnct,  I'  governed  myself  by '  it,  in  ail  piogmnh 
Vol.  III. — 2 
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ticatioDS  of  their  measures;  and  I  can  say,  with  truUiy 
it  never  failed  me  but  in  the  circurostance  of  their, making 
peape  with  us,  I  have  no  letters  from  America  of  later 
date  than  the  new  year.  Mr.  Adams  had,  to  the  begin- 
ning of  February.  I  am  in  hopes  our  IqtterQ  will  give  t 
new  spur  to  the  proposition  for  investing  Congress  wilb 
the  regulation  of  our  commerce. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  a  Baron  Walierstorff,  a 
Danish  gentleman,  whom,  if  you  did  not  already  know, 
I  should  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you.  You 
were  so  kind  as  to  write  me  that  you  would  forward  me 
a  particular  map,  which  has  not  come  to  hand.  I  beg 
you  to  be  assured  of  the  respect  and  esteem  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  M.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  May  6, 1786. 
Sir,* 
Having  been  absent,  in  England,  for  some  time  past, 
your  favors  of  February  the  27th,  March  the  28th,  and 
April  the  11th,  have  not  been  acknov^ledged  so  soon  as 
they  should  have  been.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  assisting 
to  make  me  known  to  the  Rhingrave  de  Salm  and  the 
Marquis  de  la  Coste,  whose  reputations  render  an  ac- 
quaintance with  them  desirable.  1  have  not  yet  seen  either, 
liut  expect  that  honor  from  the  Rhingrave  very  soon* 
Your  letters  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  received 
ID  my  absence,  will  be  forWarded  hy  a  gentleman  who 
leaves  this  plfice  for  New  York  within  a  few  days.  I 
sent  the  treaty  with  Prussia  by  a  gentleman  who  sailed 
from  Havre  the  11th  of  November.    Hie  arrival  of  that 
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vessel  in  America  i$  not  yet  known  hefe.  Though  the 
time  is  not  long  enough  to  produce  despair,  it  is  suffi- 
ciently so  to  give  inquietude  lest  it  should  be  lost.  This 
would  bq  a  cause  of  much  concern  to  me.  I  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  mention  this  circumstance  to  the  Baron 
de  Thulemeier,  as  an  apology  for  his  not  hearing  frpm  us. 
The  last  advices  from  America  bring  us  nothing  interest- 
ing. A  principal  object  of  my  journey  to  London  was  to 
enter  into  commercial  arrangements  with  Portugah  This 
has  been  done  almpst  in  the  precise  terms. of  those  of  Prus- 
sia. The  English  are  still  our  enemies.  The  spirit  ex- 
isting there,  and  rising  in  America,  has  a  very  lowering 
aspect.  To  what  events  it  may  give  birth,  I  canbot  fore- 
see. We 'are  young,  and  can  survive  them;  but  their 
rotten  machine  must  crush  under  the  trial.  The  animos* 
ities  of  Sovereigns  are  temporary,  and  may  be  allayed  ; 
but  those  which  seize  the  whole  body  of  a  people — and 
of  a  people,  too,  who  dictate  their  own  measures — pro^ 
duce  calamities  of  long  duration.  I  shall  not  wonder  to  see 
the  scenes  of  ancient  Rome  and  Carthage  renewed  in  our 
day  ;  and,  if  not  pursued  to  the  same  issue,  it  may  be  be- 
cause the  republic  of  modern  powers  will  not  permit  the 
extinction  of  any  one  of  its  mi|fnbers.  Peace  and  friend-* 
ship  with  all  i^ankind  is  our  wisest  policy  ;  and  1  wish  we 
naay  be  permitted  to  pursue  it.  But  the  temper  and  follj 
of  our  enemies  may  not  leave  this  in  our  choice.  I  am' 
happy  in  our  prospect  of  friendship  with  the  most  estifna«^^ 
ble  powers  of  Europe,  and  patticularly  with  those  of  the 
confederacy^  of  which  yours  is.  That  your  present  crisis 
may  have  a  happy  issue,  is  the  prayer  and  wish  of  him 
who  has  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FaOM   THOMAS    JEFFSRSON   TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

Paris,  May  11, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  letters  which 
oame  to  hand  last  night  from  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  Carmichael, 
and  Mr.  Barclay.  By  these,  you  will  perceive  that  our 
peace  is  nol  to  be  purchased  at  Algiiers,  but  at  a  price  far 
beyond  our  powers.  What  that  would  be,  indeed,  Mr. 
Lamb  does  not  say,  nor  probably  does  he  know.  But  as 
be  knew  our  ultimatum,  we  are  to  suppose,  from  bis  let* 
ter,  that  it  would  be  a  price  infinitely  beyond  that.  A 
reference  to  Congress  hereon  seenjs  to  be  necessary.  Till 
that  can  be  obtained,  Mr.  Lamb  must  be  idle  at  Algiers, 
Carthagena,  or  elsewhere.  Would  he  not  be  better  em« 
ploy«d  in  going  to^  Congress  ?  They  would  be  able  to 
draw  from  him  and  Mr.  Randall  the  inforniatbn  necessary 
to  determine  what  tbey  wiH  do.  And  if  they  determine 
te^  negotiate,  tfaey  cam  reappoint  the  same,  or  appoint  a 
I10W  n^otiator,v  according  to  tbe  opinion  they  form  on 
tbek  exsmtnation.  I  suggest  this  to  you  as  my  first 
tbou^s ;  an  ultimate  opinbn  should  not  be  formed  till 
wftsee  Mr.  Randall,  who  may  be  ehcNftly  expected.  In 
tfab  mean  time, should  an. opportunity  occur,  favor  me 
^dtfa  your  ideas  faereon>  that  we  may  be  maturing  our 
opinioiffi.  I  shall  send  oopies  of  these  three  letters  to 
Mr.  Jay^  by  the  packet  which  sails  fi^om  L'Oriem  the  first 
of  next  month. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be>  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Paris,  May  12, 1786. 
Sr, 

The  last  letters  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you 
from  this  place,  were  of  the  2d  and  27th  of  January  ; 
those  from  London,  were  of  tlie  12lh  of  March  and  23d 
of  April. 

In  the  month  of  February  the  Baron  de  Blonrve,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  at  this  Court  from  Denmark,  informed 
me  that  he  was  instructed  by  his  Court  to  give  notice  to 
the  Ministers  from  the  United  States,  appointed  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  commerce  with  them,  that  the  Baron  de 
WalterstorflF,  formerly  commissioned  by  them  for  the 
same  purpose,  had  received  another  destination,  which 
called  him  to  the  West  Indies ;  that  they  were  sensible 
of  the  advantages  which  would  arise  to  the  two  coun- 
tries from  a  commercial  intercourse ;  that  their  ports 
were  accordingly  placed  on  a  very  firm  footing,  as  they 
supposed  ours  to  be  also ;  that  they  supposed  the  com- 
merce on  each  part  might  be  well  conducted  under  the 
actual  arrangements,  but  that,  whenever  any  circum- 
stai^ces  should  arise,  wh'ich  would  render  particular  stipu- 
lations more  eligible,  they  would  be  ready  to  concur  with 
the  United  States  in  establishing  them,  being  desirous  of 
continuing  on  the  terms  of  the  strictest  harmony  and 
friendship  with  them. 

In  my  letter  of  January  27, 1  informed  you  of  what  had 
passed  between  the  Imperial  Ambassador  and  Secretary 
of  Embassy,  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  with 
their  Sovereign. 

The    Ambassador  was  in   hourly  expectations  of  re- 
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ceiving  his  full  powers  when  I  was  called  to  London. 
Though  1  had  received  Mr.  Adams's  opinion  in  favor  of 
our  proceeding  in  the  treaty,  yet  it  was  neither  his  nor  my 
opinion  that  this  object  should  overweigh  those  which 
called  roe  to  London. 

A  treaty  with  Portugal  was  more  important,  exclusive 
of  what  was  to  be  done  with  England  and  the  States  of 
Barbary. 

On  my  return  to  Paris,  the  Secretary  of  Embassyi 
called  on  me  to  inform  me  the  Ambassador  had  received 
his  full  powei-s  very  soou  after  niy  departure  ;  and  was 
now  ready  to  begin  on  our  arrangements :  that  he  was 
sensible,  however,  that  these  could  not  be  settled  before 
our  commission  would  expire ;  but  as  he  supposed  Con- 
gress would  be  willing  to  renew  it,  we  might  proceed  to 
confer  together,  leaving  the  effect  of  our  conferences  to 
rest  on  the  event  of  a  renewal  of  the  commission.  He 
asked  also  a  draught  of  our  propositions,  as  a  ground-work 
to  proceed  on.  I  met  with  the  Ambassador  a  few  days 
after ;  he  said  the  same  things,  in  substance,  and  conclud- 
ed by  asking  our  propositions. 

I  gave  him  a  draught,  which  was  a  copy  of  what  we 
had  originally  proposed  to  Denmark,  with  such  alterations 
as  had  occurred  and  been  approved  in  our  negotiations 
with  Prussia,  Tuscany,  and  Portugal. 

The  enclosed  letters  of  December  9,  and  January  18, 
from  O'Bryen;  of  February  24,  March  13,  20, 23, 27, 31, 
April  5,  and  10.  from  Mr.  Barclay  ;  of  March  29,  from  Mr. 
Lamb;  and  February  3,  and  April  13,  from  Mr.  Carrai- 
chael,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  my  latest  intelligence 
on  the  affairs  of  Morocco  and  Algiers.  You  will  per- 
ceive by  them  that  Mr.  Randall  may  be  daily  expected 
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here.  If  the  propositions  to  Algiers  appear  from  his  ac- 
count to  be  as  unhopeful  as  Mr.  Lamb  seems  to  consider 
tbem^  it  is  not  improbable  that  Mr.  Adams  and  myself 
may  think  that,  instead  o  remaining  at  Carthageaa,  as 
Mr.  Lamb  proposes,  it  will  be  better  for  him  to  proceed 
to  Congress,  without  occasioning  any  loss  of  time.  This 
will  offer  the  two  advantages,  of  giving  them  all  the  infor- 
mation he  may  be  possessed  of,  and  of  putting  it  in  their 
power  to  appoint  any  negotiator  they  may  think  proper, 
should  they  find  negotiation  still  eligible.  However,  Mr. 
Adams  and  myself  shall  have  better  grounds  to  decide 
on,  when  we  shall  receive  the  information  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dall. 

Col.  Humphreys  carried  you  the  Leyden  Gazette  to  the 
beginning  of  April ;  I  now  enclose  it  from  that  to  the  pre- 
sent date,  together  with  the  Gazette  of  France  from  Feb- 
ruary 3  to  May  12.  '  ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Bayonne,  February  24,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
1  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  note  addressed  to 
me  at  Bordeaux,  and  delivered  yoiu'  enclosure  agreeable 
to  your  directions.  To-morrow  we  shall  set  forward, 
and  I  expect  in  about  twelve  days  to  get  to  Madrid, 
from  whence  I  shall  write  to  you,  as  at  present  there  is 
nothing  better  to  offer  than  a  detail  of  bad  roads  and  in- 
terruptions. 
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I  received  a  letter  yesterday  frooi  Mr.  Carniich^l>  who 
wishes  tosee  us — a  pleasure  I  have  by  this  day's  post  givep 
\k\m  reason  to  expect  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Bondfield 
bought  two  hogsheads  of  Haut  Brienne  wine  for  you,  and 
fined  it  before  I  reached  Bordeaux ;  so  he  has  robbed  n^ 
pf  any  share  in  the  merit  of  that  purchase. 

I  hope  there  is  not  any  occasion  for  me  to  assure  yo^ 
of  the  respect  and  esteem  wherewith 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &c., 

THOS:  BARCLAY. 


FBOM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  March  13,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  little  of  consequence  to  communicate  in  this 
letter,  but  I  shall  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  more  particu- 
lar one  before  I  leave  this  place,  and  then  make  my  apology 
for  the  shortness  of  this.  At  present,  1  shall  only  say,  that, 
by  appointment,  I  am  to  see  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca 
this  day  week,  and  that  I  have  every  reason  to  expect  all 
the  protection  and  influence  from  hence  that  can  be  wished. 
I  do  not  incline  to  let  this  post  depart,  without  the  assurance 
of  my  being, 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  fee, 

THOS:  BARCLAY. 
Please  forward  the  enclosures  to  Mrs.  Barclay. 
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FROM  THOMAS    BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  March  20, 1786. 
Six, 
I  wrote  you  a  few  lines,  informing  you  of  my  arrival, 
and  expectation  of  seeing  the  Count  of  Floriija  Blanea 
this  day,  agreeably  to  his  appointment  ]  in  consequence 
of  which,  Mr.  Carmichael  accompanied  me  to  the  Pardp, 
where  the  Count  resides  at  present,  and  where  we  were 
idformed  that  the  Minister  could  not  receive  us  before 
Wednesday  next,  as  he  has  had,  within  a  few  days,  the 
account  of  the  death  of  his  father.  There  13  nothing 
important  in  this,  except  the  delay ;  however,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  mention  it  to  you,  and,  as  soon  as  I 
can  be  more  particular,  I  will  write  to  you  and  Mr. 
Adams.     In  the  mean  time, 

I  remain,  &c., 

THOS:  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  March  23,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  twice,  since  my 
arrival  here ;  and  though  I  had  nothing  worth  the  atten- 
tion of  you  or  Mr.  Adams  to  communicate,  I  thought 
you  would  wish  to  know  how  I  am  employed,  and  to  be 
able  to  say  to  him  that  I  have  made  some  progress  in 
my  journey. 

Yesterday  I  was  introduced  to  the  Count  of  Florida 
Blanea,  at  the  Pardo  ;  he  received  and  treated  me  like  a 
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man  of  business,  extremely  well  disposed  to  serve  our 
country  ;  his  manner  was  frank  and  easy.  He  said  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  proposed  making  the  King  nego- 
tiator of  the  peace ;  but  that  he  would  inform  the  Empe- 
ror it  would  be  better  the  business  should  be  done  in 
Morocco ;  and  he  called  in  his  Secretary,  and  gave  him 
directions  to  prepare  the  letters  for  me  against  Saturday 
next. 

He  added,  that  he  would  propose  to  the  King  to  write 
to  the  Emperor  himself;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  I 
shall  have  the  honor  of  carrying  this  powerful  recom- 
mendation. 

We  are  again  to  wait  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca 
on  Sunday,  and  probably  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to 
write  you  more  particularly  by  Monday's  post. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS :  BARCLAY. 

Mr.  Lamb  sailed  on  the  11th  for  Barcelona. 


FItOM    THOMAS    BARCLAY    TO   JOHN   ADAMS. 

Madrid,  March  27,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  arrived  here  on  the  10th,  and  expect  to  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed to  Cadiz  in  a  few  days.  The  copies  of  three  sbort 
letters,  which  I  wrote  tq  Mr.  Jefferson,  will  place  before 
you  our  progress  until  this  day,  when  I  bad  the  pleasure 
of  receiving,  through  the  hands  of  Mr^  Carmichael,  the 
King's  letter  to  the  Emperor,  informing  him  that  it  would 
be  better  the  peace  should  be  made  in  Morocco  than  in 
Spain,  and  recommending  the  object  of  the  mission  to  his 
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Majesty's  attention.  The.  Count  de  Florida  Blanoa  has 
also  sent  me  letters  to  General  O'Reily  at  Cadiz,  to  the 
Consul  General  of  Spain  at  Morocco,  and  to  one  of  the 
Spanish  Fathers,  placed  at  Mequinez  for  the  redemption 
of  captives.  In  short,  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  the  part  this  Court  has  taken  in  the  affair, 
which  I  think  reflects  much  honor  on  Mr.  Carmichael's 
influence  and  attention* 

To  show  you  at  once  the  state  in  which  I  find  the  busi- 
ness with  Morocco  situated  on  my  arrival  here,  1  send 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  to  Mr.  Caritiichael,  oflfering  the  intervention  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  on  the  idea  of  the  business  being  done 
here,  with  Mr.  Carmichael's  reply ;  and  I  have  now  to 
add,  that  I  shall  set  forward  with  the  most  flattering 
prospect  of  success,  hoping  soon  to  be  able  to  give  you  a 
satisfactory  account  of  the  business  being  finished.  It 
will  not,  perhaps,  be  in  my  power  to  write  you  very  often. 
There  are  at  this  place  and  at  Victoria  persons  appointed 
to  translate  or  decipher  every  suspicious  paper,  and  from 
them  little  can  escape.  Nothing  new,  of  consequence, 
will  probably  arise  until  I  reach  Morocco.  If  I  am  able 
to  close  the  treaty  to  my  satisfaction,  I  shall  send  it  to  you 
by  land,  and  remain  in  Africa  or  Spain,  until  you  return 
it  whh  the  ratification.  And  I  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  offering  my  services,  if  you  want  them,  at  Tunis  and 
Tripoli,  where  I  am  certain  this  Court  will,  on  applica- 
tion, give  its  weight  to  the  person  employed  at  those 
places.  If  you  should  think  my  going  further  than  Mo- 
rocco necessary,  let  me  know,  a^  soon  as  possible,  your 
intentions,  that  I  may  arrange  matters  accordingly,  and 
avail  myself  of  the  disposition  which  this  Court  shows  to 
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serve  us.  Please  to  put  your  letters  ufider  cover  to  Mr. 
Carmicbael,^  unsealed,  that  he  may  be  at  once  master  of 
the  subject.  Situated  as  we  are,  we  cannot  leave  this 
without  being  presented,  which  will  be  done,  I  expect, 
in  a  few  days,  by  the  French  Ambassador ;  after  which, 
we  will  continue  our  journey.  But  the  roads  to  Cadiz 
are  in  such  shocking  ord^r,  that  the  gentleman  by  whom 
I  now  write  has  been  twenty-four  days  eoming  from 
thence.  Mr.  Lamb  purchased  a  vessel  of  about  fifty 
tons,  at  Barcelona,  and  sailed  for  Algiers  the  11th,  with  a 
wind  capable  of  placing  him  in  port  the  next  day.  He 
went  under  Spanish  colors,  which  I  hope  may  protect  him, 
though  there  is  no  peace  hitherto  signed  between  the  two 
countries.  A  person  is  expected  every  hour  from  Al- 
giers, who  will  be  able  to  give  a  particular  accoimt  of  Mr. 
Lamb.  If  I  am  so  lucky  as  to  see  him,  I  will  transmit 
yiou  what  I  caq  learn,  and  Mr.  Carmichael  will  give  yoo 
all  the  informatbn  he  can  collect. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ho^ 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FBOM  THOaiiS  BABCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  March  31,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  not  any  thing  of  consequence  to  trouble  you 
with,  that  is  not  contained  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  what 
I  wrote  Mr.  Adams  the  27ih,  to  which  i  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer you.  We  have  not  yet  heard  from  Lauib  since  he 
sailed,  but  I  think  a  few  days  will  bmg  Mr.  Carmichael 
some  letters  from  him.     His  business  here  was  very  pub- 
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lio,  and  ours  is  no  secret ;  Don  Gabrid  spoke  of  it  yes* 
terday  before  several  persons.  He  remarked  that  tber& 
was  not  a  great  deal  to  be  learned  by  making  such  a  voy- 
age, and'boped  we  should  succeed  in  our  expectations. 

The  only  political  subjects  whi^b  engage  the  attention 
of  the  people  here,  are  the  coolness  that  subsists  between 
this  Court  and  that  of  Na{^es,  and  the  accession  of  Spain 
to  the  tr^ty  with  France  and  Holland.  It  seems  more 
than  probable  that  this  accession  will  take  place,  notwith<» 
standing,  the  vigorous  efforts  to  prevent  lit;  and  the  pro- 
ble  conseqnences  will  be  a  treaty  between  Russia,  DeiH 
mark,  and  England — ^at  least  there  are  some  appearances 
that  such  events  are  not  impossible*  You  will  excuse 
me  for  saying  any  thing  on  matters  concerning  which 
yob  have  probably  much  better  information  than  I  can 
give  you,  and  believe  me,  staeerely, 

De{»"Sir,  your  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 
THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAY  TO   THOMAS   ^TEFFEBSON. 

Madlid,  April  5,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  had  tbe  plea$ure  of  writing  to  you  tb^  Slst  of  last 
month,  by  a  g^otleman  going  to  Parisy  md  of  sendbg 
you  a  copy  of  wb^t  I  wroDe  Mr,  Ackms  the  Ulihi  I 
noWj  by  the*  Spanish  courier,  send  yon  cope»  of  both 
thpse  letters.  This  day  the  Spanish  des^tcbes  brrrired 
from  Algiers^  by  which  Mr.  Carmicbajdi  who  wiite^  you 
by  this  opportunity,  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lamb, 
with  another  from  Mr.  Randall,  the  latter  dat«d  the  96tb 
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of  March.  Mr.  Randall  writes  that  they  did  not  arrive 
at  Algiers  until  the  25th,  when  the  Dey  refused  them 
permission  to  land,  but,  on  the  representation  of  the 
Count  d'E^pilly,  the  Minister  employed  by  this  Court  to 
negotiate  with  Algiers,  (who  is  an  intimate  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  to  whom  Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr. 
Randall  had  letters  of  introduction,)  they  were  permitted 
to  land,  and  were  received  by  the  French  Consul  with 
great  attention.  The  Count  d'Espilly  has  mentioned  his 
fears  of  Mr.  Lan^b^s  success ;  '^  as  the  United  States  have 
no  treaty  with  the  Porte,  and  that  the  most  that  can 
be  expected  will  be  a  truce,  until  Congress  can  send  a 
Minister  to  Consttantinople." 

The  Dey's  fleet  is  not  ready  for  sea,  nor  have  any  steps 
been  taken  towards  fitting  it  out.  Our  people,  who 
were  carried  into  Algiers,  have  behaved  with  the  utmost 
decorum,  and  were  made  extremely  happy  by  the  arrival 
of  Mr,  Lamb.  To  the  above  I  have  but  little  to  add, 
but  that  the  truce  between  Spain  and  Algiers  expired 
with  the  last  month,  and  that,  as  tbere  are  no  prepara- 
tions making  by  the  Dey  to  send  out  the  cruisers,  though 
the  season  is  advancing  fast,  the  probable  consequence  is, 
that  the  peace  will  be  made  with  Spain.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Count  d'E^pilly  has  demanded  a  truce  of 
another  month.  The  Ministers  from  Portugal  and  Na- 
ples to  Algiers  are  waiting -at  Carthagena,  to  see  the 
event  of  the  Spanish  negotiations;  if  they  are  terminated 
to  iho  wishes  of  this  Court,  they  will  proceed  to  Algiers, 
under  the  sanotioo  of  Spain;  and,  in  that  ease,  I  am  cer- 
tain Mr.  Lamb  may  be  provided  with  the  same  recom- 
mendations to  the  Dey,  that  were  sd  kindly  given  me  to 
the  Emperor. 
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I  shall  set  out  for  Cadiz  in  a  few  days  ^  the  roads  are 
very  near  being  impassable. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  AND 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
* 

Madrid,  AprU  10,  1786. 
Qentlemen, 

The  day  before  yesterday  Mr.  Carmichael  received 
letters  from  Algiers  from  Mr.  Lamb,  dated  the  29th  of 
last  month,  and  from  Mr.  Randall  the  26th,  (which  }. 
tliink  a  very  wrong  date,)  with  a  postscript  from  on  board 
a  vessel  in  the  bay  of  Alicant,  of  the  1st  instant,  after  a 
passage  of  26  hours. 

He  cannot  come  on  shore  without  a  permissipn^from 
Court  to  shorten  his  quarantme,  which  Mr.  Carmichael 
has  applied  for,  and  probably  Mr.  Randall  will  soon  be 
at  Paris.  Though  Mr.  Carmichael  will  write  to  you  on 
this  subject,  and  though  I  have  no  information  from  Afri- 
ca but  what  I  derive  from  him,  I  think  it  a  part  of  my 
duty  to  give  you  the  outlines  of  what  intelligence  I  can 
collect,  though  it  should  prove  a  work  of  supererogation. 

Mr.  Lamb's  letter  is  short  and  obscure,  nor  do  I  un- 
derstand the  whole  of  it.  However,  he  says  "  no  peace 
can  be  made  until  Congress  grant  a  larger  sum  to  pay 
for  it,  and  he  will  return  to  Spain  to  wait  for  orders." 
Mr.  Randall  says  the  Dey  of  Algiers  has  refused  to  treat 
with  Mr.  Lamb,  without  assigning  any  reason  for  it.  It 
does  not  appear,  by  either  letter^  that  Mr.  Lamb  has  bad 
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any  audience  of  the  Dejr  of  Algiers ;  but  I  shall  think  it 
very  strange  if  he  returns  to  Europe  without  knowing  on 
what  terms  a  treaty  noay  be  made.  And' if  I  find  that  to 
be  tlie  case,  unless  I  have  your  directions  to  the  con- 
trary, I  shall  hold  myself  justifiable,  at  the  expense  of 
some  time  and  money,  to  attain  that  knowledge. 

The  removal  of  the  Court,  the  compliance  with  neces- 
sary forms,  and  the  intervention  of  the  holy  week,  (during 
some  days  of  which,  I  need  not  pretend  to  set  forward,) 
have  detained  me  some  time  longer  than  I  expected ;  but 
the  delay  can  be  of  no  consequence,  as  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  was  so  condescending  as  to  apprize  the 
Spanish  Consul  at  Morocco  of  my  being  thus  far  on  my 
way.  Indeed,  the  attention  shown  hereto  the  business 
in  which  I  am  engaged,  far  surpassed  my  warmest  expect- 
ations. It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  a  letter 
from  you.  If  an  opportunity  to  Cadiz  should  offer,  please 
to  ptit  it  undercover  to  Messieurs  Linon  and  Bellew  of  that 
placcj  who  will  take  care  of  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

I  wish  what  I  have  put  iu  cipher  may  be  tolerably  cor- 
rect; not  having  time  to  examine  it. 


FROM  JOHN   LAMB  TO  THOMAS  JEFFCRSON. 

Algiers,  March  29,  net 

Sir, 
Tbfe  is  by  Mr.  Randall,  who  wHl  tell  your  Excellency 
i#f  siiootiM  at  present.    I  am  sure,  by  the  best  inlbniiit^ 
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tion,  the  sum  will  by  no  means  aDswer  our  object,  if  the 
amount  is  not  greatly  augmented.  It  is  my  duty  to  ad- 
vise to  abandon  the  undertaking,  as  it  will  be  entirely  in 
vain  to  persevere.  It  is  lost  money,  the  expenses  that 
arise  on  the  attempt.  The  last  amount  that  I  can  give, 
please  to  let  me  know.  I  shall  wait  at  Carthagena  for 
an  answer.  The  people  will  cost,  for  their  deliverance,  at 
least  twelve  hundred  hard  dollars  per  head.  The  num- 
ber is  twenty-one.  Tour  Excellency  sees  how  feeble  we 
are.  I  have  good  reason  to  think  that  peace  may  be 
made  with  these  people,  but  it  will  cost  a  tour  to  Con- 
stantinople. Much  may  be  done  in  France,  if  they  please 
to  forward  our  peace  here.  If  we  fight  those  people,  five 
thirty-six  gun  frigates  will  be  the  least  force,  and  two 
large  tenders. 

Your  Excellency  has  some  account  of  the  place  by 
Mr.  Randall,  and  (  shall  endeavor  to  procure  as  much  as 
I  can.  I  shal!  leave  a  safety  here,  for  a  future  coming  to 
this  place.  Have  desired  Mr.  Randall  to  make  all  pos- 
sible despatch. 

With  due  respect,  fac, 

JOHN  LAMB. 


FROM    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL    TO    MESSRS.    JOHN    ADAMS 
AND    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  February  3j  1786. 
Gentlemen, 
On  the  4th  December  last,  Mr.  Lamb  delivered  me 
the  letter  which  your  Excellencies  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  me,  dated  from  London  the  1st,  and  from  Paris 
Vol.  III. — 3 


34  THOMAS  JEFFERSON-JOHN  JAY* 

the  1 1th,  of  October.  At  the  same  time^  that  geotlemao 
communicated  to  me  his  instructions,  and  I  all  the  intelli* 
gence  I  had  been  able  to  procure  relative  to  the  negoua- 
tion  between  this  country  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers. 
The  Count  d'Espilly,  whose  friendship  I  cultivated,  had 
returned  to  Algiers  long  before  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival,  and  a 
Secretary,  whom  he  bad  despatched  from  that  place  after 
his  return,  with  letters  for  the  Minister,  had  also  set 
off  for  Alicant.  From  these  gentlemen  I  had  obtained 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  negotiatbn.  The  princi- 
pal articlea  proposed  by  Spain  had  been  agreed  to  by. the. 
Dey  and  his  Ministers ;  but  as  the  former  wished  to  in- 
clude the  Courts  of  Naples  apd  Portugal  in  the  ratification, 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  had  instructed,  the  Coi^nt; 
d'Espilly  to  prevail  on  the  latter  to  admit  and  receive 
Ministers  from  these  Courts,  and  was  actually  waiting  the 
answer  Irom  AJgie^  at  the  period  when  Mr.  Lamb  came 
hither.  It  was  evid^t  to  me,  that,  should  this  proposkiop 
be  accepted,  of  which  I  had  no  doubt  with  respect  ^o  the 
first  mentbned  Court,  the  nomination  and  voyage  of  these 
Ministers  would  occasion  delay ;  and  until  the  treaty  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  Regency  should  be  concluded,  I  had 
reason  to  think  that  this  Court  would  not  interfere  directly 
in  our  favor. 

The  manner  in  which  his  Excellency  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  had  explained  his  senj^^ents  to  me  on 
this  subject,  induced  me  to  form  this  opinion ;  for  as 
soon  as  I  knew  the  probable  success  of  d'Espilly's  nego- 
tiation, I  insinuated  to  the  Minister  how  acceptable  the 
good  offices  of  his  Majesty,  to  accommodate  the  States 
to  the  Barbary  powers,  would  be  to  the  people  at  large 
in  America ;  and  hb  Excellency  then  assured  me. that  as 
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soon  as  their  own  afikirs  were  arranged  with  Algiers,  his 
Catholic  Majesty  would  employ  all  his  influence  to  accel- 
erate a  peace  for  the  United  States  with  that  and  the  other 
Barbary  States,  and  authorized  me  to  inform  CoiElgress  of 
the  King's  intentions. 

Having  received  these  assurances,  I  engaged  the  Count 
d'Espilly  to  prepare,  by  every  favorable  insinuation,  the 
Dey's  Ministers  and  favorites  to  support  any  overture 
which  might  be  made  by  the  States,  which  be  promised 
me  to  do  ;  and  the  proofs  of  confidence  he  gave  me  in- 
duce me  to  rely  on  bis  promises. 

He  also  engaged  to  give  me  the  earliest  information 
with  respect  to  the  intentions  of  those  people ;  and,  since 
his- return,  has  proved,  by  his  behavior  to  our  captives, 
and  his  correspondence  with  me,  that  he  will  avail  him- 
self of  all  the  means,  which  he  can  employ  with  propri- 
ety, to  fulfil  his  promises. 

When  Mr*  Lamb  arrived,  the  royal  family  had  just 
come  to  this  capital  from  the  Escurial,  and,  during  their 
residence  here,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  have  access  to 
the  Minister. 

The  King  in  a  few  days  after  went  to  Aranjuez  on  a 
hunting  party,  and  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  accom- 
panied hkn,  and  none  but  the  family  ambassadors  follow 
the  Court  on  this  occasion. 

However,  as  I  was  desirous  to  have  a  conference  with 
the  Minister  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  subject  of  your 
Excellencies'  letter,  I  wrote  to  the  Under  Secretary  in 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Afikirs,  charged  with  the 
correspondence  to  the  United  States,  to  know  whether, 
if  I  came  to  Aranjuez,  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  with  his  Excellency,  to  whom  I  wished  to  make 
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a  communicatioD  in  person,  of  some  advice  I  had  received 
lately.  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  the  answer  I  received  from 
that  gentleman.  On  the  return  of  his  Majesty  to  this 
capital,  I  procured  an  audience  from  the  Minister,  to 
whom  I  communicated  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  his  mission ;  making  use  of  such  arguments  and 
insinuations  as  I  thought  most  likely  to  induce  his  Excel* 
lency  to  contribute  to  its  success. 

I  received  from  him  the  strongest  assurances  to  the 
same  purport  as  those  before  mentioned ;  at  the  same  time, 
however,  he  added,  that  until  he  should  receive  further 
advice  from  Algiers,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  take  an 
open  part  in  the  negotiation,  and  advised  me  to  detain 
ray  countryman  until  the  Count  went  to  the  Pardo,  when 
he  hoped  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  me  a  more  ex- 
plicit answer.  During  this  audience,  I  took  an  occa- 
sion of  mentioning,  without  affectation,  your  Excellen- 
cies' sentiments  with  respect  to  his  generous  interference 
in  the  affair,  of  Morocco,  with  which  be  appeared  much 
pleased,  and  told  me  it  should  not  be  his  fault,  Bor  did  he 
think  it  would  be  mine,  if  Spain  and  the  United  States 
were  not  «s  good  friends  as  they  were  near  neighbors  in 
America. 

In  the  same  conversation,  he  promised  me  ample  satis- 
faction on  a  subject  in  which  I  had  been  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  him,  and  I  have  since  received  it ;  his  Majesty 
having  been  pleased  to  fine,  and  render  incapable  of  serv- 
ing in  the  revenue,  the  Governor  of  Laredo,  on  a  com- 
plaint made  to  me  by  an  American  captain  of  the  unjust 
and  arbitrary  proceeding  of  the  latter.  All  the  officers 
employed  in  this  affair  by  the  Governor  have  been 
punished. 
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I  comrounicated  to  Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall  what 
passed  on  this  occasion,  and  these  gentlemen  consented 
to  wait  without  reluctance  here,  until  the  period  mentioned 
by  the  Minister. 

Four  days  after  the  Count  had  been  fixed  at  the  Par- 
do,  I  again  waited  on  the  Minister,  who  received  me 
very  well,  but,  on  explaining  the  motive  of  my  visit,  his 
Excellency  declared  to  me  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  be  more  explicit,  as  he  had  not  yet  received  the  let- 
ters he  expected  from  Algiers ;  that,  until  he  received  the 
intelligence  he  expected,  he  could  not  order  the  Count 
d'Espilly  to  employ  the  King's  interference  in  our  afiairs  ; 
repeatmg  his  former  assurances,  and  hinting  the  obstacles 
we  must  expect  to  encounter  in  this  negotiation ;  at  the  same 
time,  he  observed  to  me,  that  we  must  not  be  discouraged. 
He  told  me  that  the  first  objection  made  by  the  Alge- 
rines  would  arise  from  our  not  having  a  treaty  with  the 
Grand  Seignior,  as  tliis  circumstance  occasioned  great 
difficulties  t6  Portugal  in  the  actual  negotiation.  1  en- 
treated his  Excellency  to  pardon  my  importunity  and 
anxiety  on  this  subject,  as  they  proceeded  as  much  from 
my  wish  to  cement  an  amicable  intercourse^  by  reciprocal 
good  offices  between  the  two  countries  of  Spain  and 
America,  as  from  my  apprehension  that  unless  Mr. 
Lamb  should  arrive  at  Algiers  before  their  cruisers  were 
sent  to  sea,  further  hostilities  on  their  part  might  render 
an  accommodation  still  more  difficult.  I  also  urged  the 
nature  of  Mr.  Lamb's  instructions,  and  the  necessity  of 
Congress  being  early  informed  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Regency  ;  expressing  a  hope  that,  by  the  time  Mr.  Lamb 
could  arrive  at  a  seaport,  and  prepare  for  his  departure 
from  thence,  it  might  be  in  his  Excellency's  power  to 
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afibrd  him  all  the  assistance  necessary  to  insure  tbo  success 
t)f  his  mission. 

To  these  reflections  I  added  the  loss  that  would  accrue 
to  Spain,  from  the  difficulties  to  which  we  should  be  ex- 
posed in  our  intercourse  with  a  country,  whose  produce 
found  a  ready  sale  in  America,  and  from  which  country 
Spain  could  be  supplied  with  so  many  articles  that  it  now 
takes  from  the  northern  nations  of  Europe,  whose  Consuls, 
his  Excellency  knew,  did  every  thing  in  their  power. to 
obstruct  the  peace  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  make  for 
the  commercial  and  political  interests  of  a  country,  the 
councils  of  which  he  directed. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blance  replied,  that  he  acqui* 
esced  in  my  reasons  for  the  departure  of  Mr.  Lamb,  and 
repeated  to  me,  and  authorized  me  to  write  your  Excel- 
lencies, that,  ''  the  day  after  their  own  affairs  should  be 
arranged  with  Algiers,  his  Catholic  Majesty  would  em- 
ploy all  his  influence  to  facilitate  our  accommodations;^* 
to  which  he  added  many  assurances  of  his  desire  to  give  a 
preference  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  to 
that  which  Spain  at  present  carried  on  with  the  northern 
part  of  Europe,  particularly  with  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
The  freedom  with  which  this  Minister  has  spoken  to  me, 
on  several  occasions,  his  'sentiments  with  respect  to  the 
northern  powers,  has  not  less  surprised  than  convinced 
me  of  his  wish  to  diminish  their  commerce  and  influence 
in  the  Mediterranean.  In  the  course  of  this  conversation, 
he  appealed  to  my  own  experience  on  the  reliance  that 
might  be  placed  on  his  word ;  to  which  I  made  the  proper 
answer  and  acknowledgments,  and  concluded  by  asking 
passports  and  letters  ibr  Messrs*  Lamb  and  Randall> 
which  his  Excellency  promised  to  send  me. 
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Od  my  return  to  this  city  from  the  Pardo,  I  received  let- 
ters from  Algiers,  of  which  Nos.  8  and  3  are  copies.  They 
were  brought  by  a  courier  extraordinsiry,  and  the  arrival  of 
that  courier  induced  me  to  hope  that  the  Minister  might 
have  received  such  informatioa  as  might  enable  him  to  act 
openly  in  our  favor;  although,  in  fact,  this  hope  arose  more 
frem  my  wishes  that  such  might  be  the  case,  than  from  the 
reasons  which  ought  to  induce  a  contrary  sentiment,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  infoitnation  I  had  received  with  respect  to 
their  negotiation  previously. 

Your  Excellencies  will  ea^ly  conceive  that  the  first 
eff<Mrts  of  this  Court  must  be  employed  to  procure  a  peace 
for  those  nations  to  which  they  are  allied  by  the  ties  of 
^rnily  Connexions— engagements  to  which  these  ccmnexions 
have  given  rise,  and  the  mutual  aids  which  they  have  re- 
ceived from  these  nations,  during  their  late  operations 
against  Algiers. 

However,  notwithstmnding  these  considerations,  I  took 
the  liberty,  on  reminding  his  Excellency  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  of  thQ  passports  and  letters  he  bad  pro- 
mised me,  to  insinuate  my  expectations  of  being  able  to 
obtain  all  that  might  be  necessary  for  Mr.  Lamb  on  his 
arrival  at  Algiers. 

To  this  application,  I  received  a  reply  of  wliich  No.  5 
id  a  copy,  as  also  a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Cessaho,  Cap- 
tain General  of  Catalonia,  of  which  I  also  annex  a  copy, 
No.  6,  as  I  do  of  the  several  letters  which  I  have  received 
from  Algiers  since  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall, 
in  Madrid. 

The  latter  *et  off  for  Barcelona  the  26th  ult.,  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Harrison,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  will 
have  the  honor  to  deliver  your  Excellencjes'  letters  from 
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ipe.  Mr.  Lamb  did  not  leave  this  until  the  Ist  iostaot ;  but 
as  he  travels  post,  be  will  arrive  at  Barcelona  before  the 
gentleman  above  mentioned.  I  refer  your  Excellenci^  to 
the  account  these  gentlemen  may  render  you  of  my  con^ 
duct  in  this  business. 

I  have  procured  bills  for  Mr.  Lamb  at  Barcelona,  for 
the  amount  of  which  he  has  drawn,  agreeably  to  his  in- 
structions. 

I  have  established  a  credit  for  whatever  he  may  choose 
.  to  draw. 

I  have  given  him  letters  to  the  Count  d'EspiUy,  and 
have  given  him  all  the  advice  that  I  thought  might  be 
useful  to  him. 

On  his  arrival  at  Algiers,  he  will  find  letters  of  introduce 
tion  to  most  of  the  Consuls  employed  by  foreign  nations 
there,  from  their  Ministers  at  this  Court. 

I  did  not  choose  to  expose  his  mission  to  those  gen- 
tlemen, until  his  departure  from  Barcelona  renders  it 
public. 

Having  rendered  to  your  Excellencies  an  account  of 
my  proceedings,  in  consequence  of  the  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  by  Mr.  Lamb,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  add,  for  your  information  and  that  of  Con- 
gress, (to  which  body  I  take  the, liberty  of  requesting 
you  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  letter,)  that  the  peace  ne- 
gotiating at  present  between  this  country  and  thie  Regency 
of  Algiers  will  cost  this  country  near  one  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  my  informa- 
tion is  so  circumstantial^  and  derived  from  such  a  source, 
as  leaves  me  not  the  smallest  reason  to  doubt  its  authen- 
ticity. 

The  Dey  of  Algiers  is  now  more  than  eighty  years 
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old,  and  his  Ministers  all  press  a  conclusion  of  the  treaty, 
in  order  that  while  they  are  in  power  they  may  partici- 
pate the  presents  made  on  this  occasion. 

The  durability  of  this  peace  is  uncertain,  or  of  any 
other  made  in  the  present  moment  with  these  pirates. 
If  I  am  rightly  informed,  as  soon,  as  this  treaty  is  conclud- 
ed with  Spain  and  Naples,  they  mean  to  declare  war 
against  Denmark,  the  Venetians,  and  Dutch. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  of  all  I  can  learn  on  these 
points,  because  there  may  be  circumstances  on  which 
may  depend  your  future  instructions  to  Mr.  Lamb,  and 
the  measures  which  Congress  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  the  convention  was  signed  by  the 
Ambassadors  of  France  and  Portugal,  respecting  their 
differences  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

As  I  have  not  an  accurate  map  of  that  coast  before 
me,  I  refer  to  a  future  letter  the  ligiits  accorded  by  the 
latter  for  a  free  trade  to  other  nations.  Mutual  demands 
of  indemnification  have  been  waived  on  each  part ;  a  mu- 
tual expression  of  good  will,  and  a  desire  to  be  on  the 
best  terms,  will  appear  in  the  articles  of  this  convention  ; 
in  the  expression  of  which  France  preserves  her  dignity. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the  confi- 
dence your  Excellencies  have  been  pleased  to  accord 
me, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 
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FROM   WILLIAM   CARMICBAEL   TO  MESSRS.   ADAMS  AND 
JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  April  13,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 
I  forward  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Lamb,  for  your 
Excellencies'  information.  That  gentleman  has  also  writ- 
ten to  me,  but,  as  I  suppose  he  has  given  Mr.  Jefferson  a 
more  ample  and  satisfactory  detail  of  the  state  of  the  ne- 
gotiation than  lean  comprehend  from  his  letter  to  me,  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  forward  a  copy  of  it.  Mr. 
Barclay,  to  whom  I  have  communicated  all  the  intelfi- 
gence  I  have  deceived  on  this  subject,  will  write  your 
Excellencies  more  explicitly  than  my  situation  permits 
me  to  do.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  remarking, 
that  either  Congress  must  adopt  other  methods  than  the 
present  to  make  peace,  or  instantly  determine'  to  protect 
their  trade  with  the  southern  parts  of  Europe,  by  a  mari- 
time force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


FROM   M.   OTAMENDI    TO   W.    CARMICHAEL. 

Translation. 

My  Dear  Sir, 
I  have  informed  the  Count  of  your  wish  to  speak  to 
him  when  most  suitable  to  him,  although  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  conae  here.    But  his  Excellency  finds 
it  impossible  during  your  stay  here. 
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We  are  to  make  a  smaH  jaunt  of  twenty-eight  leagues 
next  Thursday,  to  see  a  new  road.  Friday  is  a  desperate* 
day.  I  think  that  you  bad  best  write  to  him  a  line  re- 
questing an  interview  at  our  return,  it  not  being  easy  for 
him  to  appoint  a  day  beforehand. 

In  fear  that  yOu  miglit  want  the  papers  annexed,  I 
would  not  detain  them.  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  re- 
membrance, having  the  honor  to  calt  myself,  with  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  &c., 

DTAMENDI. 

13th  December 


Enclosed  in  a  letter  from  William  Carmichael,  without 
signature  or  address. 

Ai^tSf  December  15,  17^. 
Sir, 

Count  d^Espilly  is  returned  from  the  Court  of  Madrid. 
Since  the  7th  of  October  last,  he  was  expected  here 
with  so  much  impatience,  that  the  Dey  would  absolutely 
see  him  before  he  bad  even  time  to  go  to  the  French 
Consul's  country  house,  where  the  Countess,  his  kdy,  had 
remained  after  his  departure  from  h^oce,  to  convince  the 
Dey  of  the  sincerity  of  the  promise  he  had  made  him,  of 
returning. 

It  is  said  he  had  orders  from  his  Court  to  signify  to 
the  Dey  that  all  the  otfers  made  by  Don  Joseph  de 
Mazzardo  were  absolutely  without  orders,  and  that  his 
Catholic  Majesty  disapproved  them  in  the  fullest  extent. 
The  Count  complained  to  the  Dey  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  his  having  permitted  the  cruisers  to  sail  until  his 


44  THOMAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

return ;  and  it  is  doubtless  this  Prince  assured  bim  it 
ought  not  to  give  tbe  Count  the  least  uneasiness,  as  be 
.  had  threateDed  all  tbe  Rais  in  general,  and  each  in  par- 
ticular, before  their  sailing,  that  he  would  cause  the  first 
of  them  that  committed  the  least  insult  to  the  Spanish 
flag,  or  to  any  part  of  the  Spanish  coast,  to  be  immedi- 
ately strangled;  and  in  fact  the  twelve  cruisers  that 
sailed  on  the  3d  of  October  last  are  all  returned,  without 
giving  Spain  the  least  cause  of  complaint,  notwithstanding 
a  Catalan  barque,  richly  laden,  returning  from  the  West 
Indies,  abandoned  by  her  crew,  fearing  the  truce  agreed 
upon  was  expired,  as  generally  reported  in  Europe,  was 
brought  in  here  by  one  of  the  cruisers,  but  immediately 
returned  without  difficulty,  to  the  Count,  on  his  first  ap- 
plication. A  like  accident  happened  to  a  Venetian  snow 
of  twelve  guns,  also  abandoned  by  her  crew,  under  the 
dread  of  the  Tunisians,  was  picked  up  by  one  of  the 
cruisers  of  this  Regency,  but  lost  on  the  coast  of  Arzeo, 
and  which,  most  probably,  has  saved  the  Venetian  Con- 
sul a  very  disagreeable  refusal,  as  they  had  already  ♦re- 
ported here  that  this  snow  was  a  Russian. 

The  Dey  promised  the  Co«nt  d'Espilly  that  he  will 
not  permit  any  of  the  cruisers  to  sail  before  the  month  of 
March  next  is  expired,  and  it  is  assured  his  Excellency 
has  written  his  CaihoKc  Majesty  to  the  same  eflTect. 

This  Prince  has  also,  within  these  few  days,  returned 
to  the  Count  seven  fusileers,  belonging  to  the  Oran,  sent 
here  by  the  Bey  of  Mascara,  found  by  the  Moors  at  some 
distance  from  the  stipulated  limits  of  that  garrison  ;  as 
this  Regency,  oja  the  first  overtures  of  a  peace,  would 
not  agree  that  Oran  should  be  included,  but  which  they 
have  at  length  consented  to  ;  so  that  Oran  remains  with- 
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out  any  communication  with  the  Moors  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Algiers,  and  in  the  same  manner  that  Ceuta  has  been 
for  a  long  time  with  the  Moors  of  Morocco. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA. 

Translation. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, 
Having  immediately  granted  the  passports  to  Messrs. 
Lamb  and  Randall,  requested  in  a  note  of  22d  of  this 
month,  from  Dq.  William  Carmichael,  the  underwritten, 
first  Secretary  of  State,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  transmits 
a  letter  for  the  Captain  General  of  Catalonia,  to  facilitate 
their  passage  to  Algiers,  in  what  may  depend  upon  him. 
And  as  to  their  commission  to  treat  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  that  Regency,  the  King  will  not  omit 
to  repeat  the  proofs  of  his  good  will  towards  the  United 
States,  according  to  circumstances  and  their  reciprocal 
good  correspondence- 

At  the  Pardo,^  31st  May,  1786. 

FLORIDA  BLANCA. 


FROM    COUNT   DE    FLORIDA   BLANCA. 

Translation. 

Most  Excellent  Sir, 

Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall,  Americans,  commissioned 

by  the  United  States  to  treat  of  peace  with  that  Regency, 

being  about  to  pass  to  Algiers,  I  recommend  them  to  your 

Excellency,  by  order  of  the  King,  that  you  may  facilitate 
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their  embarcation,  and  tlo  them  any  services  that  may  de^ 
pend  on  your  Excelleney. 

At  the  Pardo,  Slst  May,  1786. 

FLORIDA  BLANCA. 

FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO  JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  May  22, 1786. 
Sir, 

The  duty  has  been  imposed  on  me  of  making  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  Congress, 

It  is  necessary  for  me  previously  to  observe,  that 
though  the  Government  of  the  United  Netherlands  have 
both  anordimry  and  extraordinary  Ambassador  here,  yet' 
the  patriotic  party,  now  decisively  possessed  of  all  the 
powers  of  Gbvernment,  have  sent  hither  a  Rhingrave  de 
Salm,  as  possessing  plenary  confidence,  to  treat  with  this 
Court  on  some  matters  not  yet  made  known  to  the  pub- 
lic. His  character  and  ci^it,  accordingly,  are  so  well 
known  here,  that,  passing  by  the  regular  Ambassadors, 
they  are  actually  in  negotiation  with  him. 

He  took  occasion  to  speak  with  me  to-day  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Dumas  :  after  saying  much  in  his  favor,  he  as- 
sured me  that  Congress  could  not  so  much  oblige  the  pa- 
triotic party  as  by  naming  Mc.  DuiTias  to  their  diploma- 
tic appointment  at  the  HaguQ ;  and  further,  that  should 
they  have  any  thing  interesting  to  do  there,  there  was  no 
other  man  who  could  do  it  so  eflectually  as  Mr.  Dumas.' 

I  wished  to  avoid  flattering  his  expectations,  and  there- 
fore mentioned  to  him  the  resolution  of  Congress,  confiti* 
ing  their  diplomatic  appointments  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 
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He  seemed  to  admit  they  could  not  expeot  bim  to  be 
made  Minister  Plempotentiary,  but.asked  if  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  give  him  the  character  of  Resident. 

I  told  him  we  were  in  the. usage  of  appoiDtiug  only 
one  chajracter  inferior  to  that  of  Mit^ter  Plenipotentiary, 
which  was  that  of  Charge  d' Affaires :  that  I  was  far 
from  presuming  to  say  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  pre- 
sent case ;  but  that  one  other  difficulty  occurred  to  mo  in 
that  moment.  L  observed  that  they  had  a  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary with  Congress,  and  that  Congress  naming 
for  their  Court  only  a  Charg4  d' Affaires  might  perhaps 
be  considered  as  disrespectful,  and  might  oQpasion  the 
recall  of  their  Minister.  He  assured  me  it  would  not ; 
nay,  that  it  should  not.  We  are,  continued  be^  but  a 
party,  and  therefore  cannot  m^e  a  formal  declara- 
tion on  this  subject;  but  we  l^now  how  far  we  can, 
undertake,  and,  if  you  please,  the  members  of  our: 
party  shall  go  and  make  a  declaration  privately,  be- 
fore the  French  Ambassador  at  our  Court,  that  nothing 
amiss  shall  be  conceived  of  it,  and  that  our  Minister 
shall  not  be  affected  by  it.  I  told  him  this  would  not 
be  desired.  He  askejd  me  if  I  thought  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  writing  a  second  letter  on  this  subject  would  be 
of  service. 

I  told  him  I  could  not  suppose  a  repetition  of  his  ap- 
jilieation  could  be  material. 

My  object  in  avoiding  a  second  letter  from,  the,  Count, 
de  Vergennes,  as  .well  as  the  declaration  before  the, 
French  Ambassador,  was^  that  embarrassments  migl^t  not; 
be  multipUed,  if  Coaigress  should  not  think  prpper  to 
comply  with  their  requests*  He  concluded  by  desiring! 
would  urge  this  matter  to  Congress. 
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.  I  observed  to  him  that  Monsieur  de  Massidc  had  for* 
meHy  done  it  with  five. 

.  He  ^id  it  was  true,  but  that  vessels  of  relief  would 
be  necessary.  I  hinted  to  him,  that  I  thought  the  En* 
glish  capable  of  administering  aid  to  the  Algerrnes.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  impossible,  on  account  of  the  scandal 
it  would  bring  on  them.  I  asked  him  what  had  occa- 
sioned the  blockade  by  M.  de.  Massif ;  he  said,  an  in- 
fraction of  their  treaty  by  the  Algerines. 

I  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  with  him,  also,  oo 
the  situation  of  afiairs  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  particularly  on  their  refusal  to  deliver  up  ouur 
posts* 

I  observed  to  him,  that  the  obstructions  thrown  in  tb^ 
way  of  the  recovery  of  their  debts .  were  the  effect,  and 
not  the  cause,  as  they  pretended,  of  their  refusal  to  de- 
liver up  the  posts;  that  the  merchants  interested  ia 
these  debts  showed  a  great  dispositiod  to  make  arrange- 
ments  with  us;  that  the  article  of  time  we  could  cer^ 
tainly  have  settled,  and  probably  that  of  the  intc^rest 
during  the  war;  but  that  the  Minister  showing  no  dis- 
position to  have  these  matters  arranged,  I  thought  it  a  suf- 
ficient proof  that  this  was  not  the  true  cause  of  their  de- 
taining the  posts.  He  concurred  as  to  the  justice  of  our 
requiring  ume  for  the  payment  of  our  debts^  said  botbing 
which  showed  a  difference  of  opinipn  as  to  the  article  of 
UBterest,  and  seemed  to  believe  fully  their  object  was  to 
divert  the  channel  of  the  fur  trade  before  tbey  deliyereit 
up  the  posts,  and  expressed  a  strong  sense  of  ftie  impcnrt* 
ance  of  that  comnaerce  to  us* 

I  told  him  I  really  ceuld  not  foresee  whdt  would  be'tbe 
event  of  this  detention ;  that  the  situation  of  the  Bntish 
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fimds,  said  dosire  of  tbeir  Mmister  to  b^ia  to  reduoe  .the 
national  debt,  seemed  to  indicate  that  they  could  not  wisb 
a  war. 

He  thought  so,  but  that  neither  were  we  in  a  condition 
to  go  to  war. 

1  told  him  I  was  uninformed  what  Congress  proposed 
to  do  on  this  subject ;  but  that  we  should  certainly  always 
count  on  the  good  offices  of  France,  and  I  was  sure  that 
the  offer  of  them  would  suffice  to  induce  Great  Britain  to 
do  us  justice.  He  said  that  surely  we  might  always  count 
on  the  friendship  of  France.  I  added,  that,  by  the  treaty 
of  alliance,  she  was  bound  to  guaranty  our  limits  to  us,  as 
they  should  be  established  at  the  moment  of  peace.  He 
said  tbey  were  so,  mais  quHl  nous  etait  necessaire  de  les 
etmsiater.  I  told  him  there  was  no  question  what  our 
boundaries  were ;  that  the  English  themselves  admitted 
they  were  clear  beyond  all  question. 

I  feared,  however,  to  press  this  any  farther,  lest  a  re- 
ciprocal question  should  be  put  to  me ;  and,  therefore,  di- 
terted  the  conversation  to  another  object. 

This  is  a  sketch  only  of  a  conference,  which  was 
lengthy.  I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  substance,  and 
sometimes  the  expressions,  where  they  were  material. 

I  supposed  it  would  be  agreeable  to  Congress  to  have 
it  communicated  to  them,  in  the  present  undecided  state 
in  which  these  subjects  are. 

I  should  add,  that  an  explanation  of  the  transaction  of 
Monsieur  de  Massi&c  with  the  Algerines,  before  hinted 
at,  win  be  found  in  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Count 
d'Estaing  to  me,  wherein  he  gives  also  his  own  opinion. 
The  whole  is  submitted  to  Congress,  as  1  conceive  it  my 
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duty  to  furnish  them  with  whatever  informatioii  I  can 
gather,  which  may  throw  aoy  light  on  the  subjects  depend- 
ing before  them. 

'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON- 


Paris,  M;^y  17,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  giving  you  an  account  of  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Massiac^ 
and  which  absolutely  corresponds  with  my  own,  I  caimot 
too  much  observe  how  great  a  difference  may  take  place, 
in  the  course  of  forty  years,  between  the  means  which  he 
required,  and  those  which  political  circumstances  that  I 
cannot  ascertain  may  exact. 

This  Secretary  of  State,  afterwards  Vice- Admiral,  had 
the  modesty,  when  a  captain,  to  propose  a  means  for  tbp 
reduction  of  Algiers,  less  brilliant  for  himself,  but  mote 
sure  and  economical,  than  the  one  Government  was  about 
to  adopt. 

They  wanted  him  to  undertake  a  bombardment.  He 
proposed  a  simple  blockade.  All  the  force  he  required 
was  a  single  line  of  battle  ship,  two  strong  frigates,  and 
two  sloops  of  war. 

I  am  convinced  that,  by  blockading  up  Algiers,  cross 
anchoring,  and  with  a  long  range — that  is  to  ssy,  with  se- 
veral cables  spliced  to  each  other,  and  with  iron  chains — 
one  might,  if  necessary,  always  remain  there;  and  there 
is  no  barbarian  power  thus  confined,  which  would  not  soon 
sue  for  peace. 
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During  the  war  before  last,  the  English  remained,  even 
in  winter,  at  anchorage  before  Morlaix  on  the  coast  of 
Britany,  which  is  a  much  more  dangerous  coast. 

Expeditious  preparation  for  sailing  of  the  vessels  which 
form  the  blockade,  which  should  be  of  a  sufficient  num* 
ber  to  prevent  any  thing  from  entering  or  going  out, 
while  die  rest  remain  at  their  stations ;  the  choice  of  theso 
stations,  skilful  manoeuvres,  strict  watch  during  the  night, 
every  precaution  against  the  element  which  a  seaman 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with  ;  also  against  the  enemy,  to 
prevent  the  sudden  attack  of  boats,  and  to  repel  tliem  in 
case  they  should  make  an  attack,  by  basiingages  prepaii» 
0d  for  the  purpose ;  frequent  refreshments  for  the  crews, 
rriieving  the  men,  an  uashaked  constancy  and  exactness 
in  the  service,  are  the  means  which^  b  my  opinion,  would 
render  the  event  indubitable. 

Bombardments  are  but  transttory.  It  is,  if  I  may  so 
express  myself,  like  breaking  glass  windows  with  guineas. 
None  have  produced  the  desired  eflFect  against  the  bar- 
barians. Even  an  imperfect  blockade,  were  one  to  have 
the  patience  and  courage  to  persist  therein,  would  occa- 
sion a  perpetual  evil;  it  would  be  insupportable  in  the 
long  run;  to  obtain  the  end  proposed,  no  advantage  ought 
to  be  lost.  If  several  powers  would  come  to  a  good  un- 
derstanding, and  pursue  a  plan  formed  on  the  principles 
of  humanity  ;  if  they  were  not  counteracted  by  others, 
it  would  require  but  a  few  years  to  compel  the  barbarians 
to  cease  being  pirates ;  they  would  became  merchants  in 
j^te  of  themselves. .  It  is  needlsss  to  observe,  that  the 
unsucoessfol  attempts  of  Spain>  and  tbose  under  wfaicfa 
iba  republic  of  Venice  perhaps  hides  otbefr  views,  have 
increa^d;  the  airengtb  as  well  u  the  self-love  of  all  the 
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barbarians.  We  are  assured  that  the  Algerines  hare  fit- 
ted out  merchantmea  with  heavy  candon.  This  would 
render  it  necessary  to  blockade  the  place  with  two  ships 
of  the  line,  so  that  one  of  the  two  might  remain  moored 
near  the  bar>  while  the  other  might  prepare  to  support 
such  of  the  frigates  as  should  give  chase. 
^  *  But  their  xebecks^  even  their  frigates,  and  all  thar  vesh 
scls,  although  overcharged  with  men,  are  moreover  so 
badly  armed  and  manoeuvred,  tliat  assistance  from  without 
would  be  most  to  be  feared. 

Tour  Excellency  has  told  me  the  only  and  true  means 
of  bringing  to  terms  the  only  people  who  can  take  a  plea« 
sure  in  disturbing  (mr  commerce.  You  see  I  speak  as  as 
American  citizen.  This  title  dear  to  my  heart — the  value 
of  which  I  fully  prize — affords  me  the  happy  opportunity 
of  offering  still  more  particularly  the  homage,  the  sincere 
attachments  and  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  be, 

ESTAING. 


rBOM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  May  27, 17W5. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  which  goes  by  the 
same  packet,  but  was  delivered  to  a  private  hand, 
I  had  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  letters  from 
Mr.  Carmicbael,  Mr.  Barclay,  and  Mr.  Lamb,  on 
tbe  Barbary  affairs.  Others  came  to  hand  last  night, 
which  are  now  copying,  and  will  be  enclosed  to  you  by 
the  post  of  this  day,  as  far  as  they  can  be  copied*  The 
whole  cannot  possibly  be  in  readiness,  and  it  is  the  last 
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post  which  will  be  in  time  for  the  packet.  By  these 
you  will  see  that  Mr*  Lamb  is  returned  to  Spain.  I  ex- 
pect soon  from  Mr.  Adams  an  answer  to  my  letter,  pro- 
posing to  instruct  Mr.  Lamb  to  repair  to  Congress. 

The  agreement  supposed  to  be  made  between  Spain 
and  Algiers,  that  the  latter  shall  make  no  peace  with  any 
nation  not  under  treaty  with  the  Porte,  is  difBcuh  of  eX- 
planation ;  its  existence,  however,  may  account  for  the 
diflference  of  opinion  between  the  Counts  de  Vergennes 
and  d'Espilly,  as  to  the  expediency  of  our  treating  with 
the  Porte.  If  Mr.  Adams  concurs  with  me  in  opinion; 
we  shall  cease  all  further  proceedings  with  the  Barbary 
powers,  till  we  receive  further  instructions  from  Congress  r 
except  as  to  Morocco,  which  1  have  hopes  we  may  better 
succeed  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   P.    R.    RANDALL     TO    JOHN     ADAMS     AND     THOMAS 
JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  May  14,  178t 
Since  my  arrival  here  from  Carthagena,  I  have  been  in 
constant  expectation  of  a  secure  opportunity  for  forward-, 
ing  the  enclosed,  being  nearly  the  copy  of  a  letter  I 
wrote  to  my  father  shortly  after  my  landing  in  Spain. 
It  contains  all  the  observations  I  have  been  enabled  to 
make,  by  reason  of  the  obstacles  which  (in  my  situation 
at  Algiers)  prevented  particular  inquiry.  Indeed^  I  had 
not  the  most  distant  idea  of  remaining  for  so  short  a  time; 
otherwise,  perhaps,  I  might  have  afforded  greater  satbfac-^ 
tion  in  this  respect. 
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# 
I  have,  not  received  any  letters  from  Mr.  Lamb  since 

his  arrival  at  Alicant,  but  have  lately  heard  that  be  is  re- 
leased from  quarantine.  He  may,  therefore,  be  expected 
here  every  day,  as  he  had  informed  Mr.  Carmichael  of 
bis  intention  of  coming  up  immediately. 

I  shall  be  governed  by  his  orders,  and  endeavor  still 
to  evince  that  nothing  on  my  part  has  been,  or  shall  be, 
wanting,  to  fulfil  my  duty ;  although  I  must  hope  that 
circumstances  will  be  considered,  if  my  services  have  not 
been  equal  to  the  expectation  formed  of  them.  Haste^ 
and  the  little  opportunity  I  have  had  to  prepare  my  ob- 
servations, as  well  as  the  manner  of  writing  in  a  crowd,  I 
trust,  will  plead  my  apology  for  delivering  them  in  their 
present  state,  especially  as  my  father  might  have  commu- 
nicated in  New  York  the  intelligence  they  contain.  I 
have,  therefore,  conceived  that  alterations  might  be  im- 
proper, as  your  Excellency  will  distinguish  what  is  well 
founded,  and  may  be  enabled  to  judge  what  opinion  might 
be  formed  of  them  in  New  York. 

The  Envoys  from  Portugal  and  Naples  are  still  at  Car- 
thagena,  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  Spanish  treaty. 

This  Court  would  undoubtedly  have  wished  Mr.  Lamb 
to  remain  in  like  manner,  if  his  .  instructions  could  have 
justified  the  delay,  before  their  interference  could,  consist- 
ent with  their  own  interest^  be  employed  in  favor  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Portuguese  Envoy  told  me  at  Carthagena,  that 
be  bad  no  expectations  of  succeeding,  and  would  rather 
me  a  confederacy  formed  against  the  Barbary  Stares,  by 
those  with  whom  they  are  at  war.  He  appeared  nuich 
dissatisfied  at  being  so  long  delayed.  It  would  be  pre- 
sum[^tion  in  me  to  offer  any  news ;  Mr.  Carmicbaol  being 
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SO  much  better  enabled  to  affi)rd  informatioD,  and  wUl 
write  by  the  present  occasion. 

I  am,  with  proper  respect,  8ic., 

P.  R.  RANDALL. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Palis,  May  37, 1786. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  January  2d,  I  had  the  honor  of  stating 
4^  you  what  had  passed  here  on  the  subject  of  the  com- 
merciable  articles  between  this  country  and  the  Uaked 
States.  I  beg  leave  now  to  resume  that  subject.  I 
therein  informed  you  that  this  Government  had  agreed  to 
receive  our  fish  oik  on  the  footing  on  which  they  receive 
those  of  the  Hanseatic  towns^  which  gave  us  a  reduction, 
of  duty  from  36  liv.  15s.  on  the  larrique^  to  11  liv.  5s. 
mnounting  to  about  42  liv.  on  the  English  ton,  according 
to  a  statement  by  Monsieur  Langraio^  enclosed  *  in  that 
letter.  This  was  true  ;  but  t^iere  was  another  truth,  which 
neither  that  statement^  nor  any  otherevidence  I  then  had| 
enabled  me  to  discover,  and  which  it  is  but  lately  I  could 
be  ascertained  of;  which  is,  that  there  is  another  dutj^ 
called  the  droU  des  huiles  ei  Savons^  to  which  the  Hansf 
towns  are  subject,  as  we  are  also,  of  consequence.  This 
is  of  mx  deniers  on  the  nett  pound,  and  ten  sous  per 
livre  on  that,  amounting  to  31iy.  15s.  on  the  nett  hun- 
dred, French  .  weight,  pr  to  60Uv.  13s.  6d.  the  English 
tOB.  ^This,  with  the  reduced  duty,  makes  about  102  liv^ 
13s.  6d.,  or  very  nearly  four  guineas,  according  to  the 
present  exchange,  on  the  English  ton.    Though  this  be 
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still  advantageous,  when  compared  with  the  English  dtitj 
of  eighteen  guineas,  yet  it  is  less  so  than  we  had  expected ; 
and  it  will  remain,  when  we  apply  for  a  renewal  of  the 
indulgence,  to  see  whether  we  can  obtain  further  reduc- 
tion. 

The  fur  trade  is  an  object  of  desire  in  this  country. 
London  is  at  present  their  market  for  fiirs  ;  they  pay  for 
them  therein  ready  money.  Could  they  draw  their  furs 
into  their  own  ports  from  the  United  States,  they  would 
pay  us  for  them  in  productions:  nor  should  we  lose  by  the 
exchange  of  market,  since,  though  the  French  pay  the 
London  merchants  in  cash,  those  nrerchanls  pay  us  tti 
manufkctures.  A  rery  wealthy  and  well  connected  com* 
pany  is  proposing  here  to  associate  themselves  with  aa 
American  company,  each  to  possess  half  the  interest,  and 
lo  carry  on  the  fur  trade  between  the  two  countries. 
The  company  hete  expect  to  make  the  principal  part  of 
the  advances.  Tliey  also  are  soliciting  considerable  in^* 
dulgences  from  this  Governmeut,  from  which  the  part  of 
the  company  on  onr  side  the  water  wiH  reap  half  th^ 
advantage.  As  no  exclusive  idea  enters  into  this  scheme, 
it  appears  to  me  worthy  of  encouragement.  It  is  hoped 
the  Government  here  will  interest  themselves  for  its  suc- 
cess. If  they  do,  one  of  two  things  may  happen:  either 
the  English  will  be  afraid  to  stop  the  vessels  of  a  compti- 
ny  consisting  partly  of  French  subjects,  and  patronized 
by  the  Court,  (in  which  case,  the  comnaerce  will  be  laW 
open  generally  ;)  or,  if  they  stop  the  vessels,  the  French 
company,  which  is  strongly  connected  with  men  in  power, 
will  complain  in  form  to  their  Government,  who  may  tht» 
be  interested  as  principals  in  the  rectification  of  this 
abuse.  As  yet,  however,  the  proposition  has  not  taken  such 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  g^ 

a  form  as  to  assure  us  that  it  will  be  prosecuted  to  this 
length. 

As  to  the  article  of  tobacco,  which  had  become  an  irh 
portant  branch  of  remittance  to  all  the  States,  I  had  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  you  my  proposition  to  the 
Court  to  abolish  the  monopoly  of  it  in  their  farm  ;  that 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  was,  I  thought,  thoroughly  sen- 
sible of  the  expediency  of  this  proposition,  and  dfeposed 
to  befriend  it ;  that  the  renewal  of  the  lease  of  the  farms 
had  been  consequently  suspended  six  months,  and  was 
still  in  suspense;  but  that  so  powerful  were  the  Farmers 
General,  and  so  tottering  the  tenure  of  the  Minister  Of 
Finance  in  his  office,  that  I  despaired  of  preventing  the 
renewal  of  the  farm  at  that  time. 

Things  were  in  this  state  when  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette returned  from  Berlin.  On  communicating  to  him 
what  was  on  the  carpet,  he  proposed  to  me  a  conference 
with  some  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  commercial 
system  of  the  country.  We  met — they  proposed  the  en- 
deavoring to  have  a  committee  appdnted  to  inquire  into  the 
subject:  the  proposition  was  made  to  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes, who  befriended  it,  and  had  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  named  a  member  of  the  committee.  He  became, 
of  course,  the  active  and  truly  zealous  member  for  th^ 
hberty  of  commerce  ;  others,  though  well  disposed,  not 
ehoosing  to  oppose  the  farm  openly.  This  eommittee 
has  met  from  time  to  time.  It  showed  an  earfy  and  de- 
cbive  conviction  that  the  measure  taken  by  the  farm  to 
put  the  purchase  of  their  tobaccoes  into  monopoly  on 
that  side  th^  water,  as  the  sale  of  them  was  on  this, 
tended  to  the  annihilation  of  commerce  between  the  two 
cotratries.     Various  palKatiyes  were  proposed  from  time  to 


60  THOMAS  JEPi^lRSON— JOHN  JAY. 

time.  I  confess  that  I  met  tberp  all  with  indifierenoe : 
my  object  being  a  radical  cure  of  the  evil,  by  discon^ 
tiouing  the  farm,  and  not  a  mere  assuagement  of  it  for 
tbe  present  moment,  wbicb,  rendering  it  more  bearabloi 
might  lessen  the  necessity  of  removing  it  totally,  and  per- 
haps prevent  that  removal. 

.  In  the  mean  time,  the  other  branches  of  the  farm  ren* 
dered  the  renewal  of  the  lease  necessary  ;  and  it  beidg 
said  to  be  too  far  advanced  to  have  the  article  of  tobacco 
separated  from  it  and  suspended,  it  was  signed  in  the 
BQonth  of  March,  while  I  was  in  England,  with  a  clause 
(which  is  usual)  that  the  King  may  discontinue  it  when  bd 
pleases,  on  certain  conditions. 

When  I  found  here  a  memorial  from  the  roax^bants  of 
L'Orient  complaining  of  their  having  6,000  hhds.  of  to- 
bacco on  hand,  and  of  the  distresses  they  were  under 
£rom  the  loss  of  this  medium  of  remittance,  I  enclosed 
it  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  asked  his  interference. 
I  saw  him  on  the  23d  instant,  and  spoke  to  him  on  the 
subject.  He  told  me  there  was  to  be  a  committee  held 
the  next  day  at  Beroi,  the  seat  of  the  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral, and  that  he  would  attend  it  himself,  to  have  some- 
thing done.  I  asked  him  if  I  was  to  consider  the  ex- 
punging that  article  from  the  farm  as  desperate. 

He  said  the  difficulty  of  changing  so  ancient  an  institu- 
tion was  immense  ;  that  the  King  draws  from  it  a  revenue 
of  twenty-nine  million^  oftlivres;  that  an  interruption 
of  this  revenue  at  least,  if  not  a  diminution,  would  attend 
a  change ;  that  their  finances  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
bear  even  an  interruption  ;  and,  in  short,  that  no  Minister 
could  venture  to  take  upon  himself  so  hazardous  au  op- 
eration.   This  was  only  saying  explicitly  wlmt  I  bad  joag 
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been  sensible  of — that  the  Comptroller  General's  contin- 
uance in  office  was  too  much  on  a  poise  to  permit  him  to 
shift  this  weight  out  of  his  own  scale  into  that  of  his  ad- 
versaries, and  that  we  must  be  contented  to  await  the 
completion  of  the  public  expectation  that  there  will  be  a 
change  in  this  office,  which  change  may  give  us  another 
chance  for  effecting  this  desirable  reformation.  Incidents 
enough  will  arise  to  keep  this  object  in  our  view,  and  to 
direct  the  attention  to  it,  as  the  only  point  on  which  the 
interests  and  harmony  of  the  two  countries  (so  far  as  this 
article  of  their  commerce  may  influence)  will  ultimately 
iSnd  repose. 

The  committee  met  the  next  day.  The  only  question 
agitated  was,  how  best  to  relieve  the  trade  under  its  double 
moriopoly. 

The  committee  found  themselves  supported  by  the 
presence  and  sentiments  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes. 
They,  therefore,  resolved  that  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Morris,  if  executed  on  his  part,  ought  not  to  be  annulled 
here;  but  that  nosimilar  one  should  ever  be  made  hereafter. 
That  so  long  as  it  continued,  the  Farmers  should  be  obliged 
to  purchase  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  hogsheads  of 
tobacco  a  year,  over  and  above  what  they  should  receive 
from  Mr.  Morris,  from  such  merchants  as  should  bring  it 
in  French  or  American  vessels,  on  the  same  condition 
contracted  with  Mr.  Morris ;  providing,  however,  that 
where  the  cargo  shall  not  be  assorted,  tl)e  prices  shall 
be  thirty-eight,  thirty-six,  and  thirty-four  Irvres,  for  the 
first,  second,  and  third  qualities,  of  whichsoever  the  cargo 
may  consist.  In  case  of  dispute  about  the  quality,  spe- 
cimens are  to  be  sent  to  the  Council,  who  will  appoint  per- 
sons to  examine  and  decide  on  it.     This  is,  indeed,  the 
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least  bad  of  all  the  palliations  which  have  been  proposed ; 
but  it  contains  the  seeds  of  perpetual  trouble.  It  laeas; 
to  foresee  that  the  Farmers  will  multiply  difficulties  and 
vexations  on  those  who  shall  propose  to  sell  to  them  by 
force,  and  that  these  will  be  making  perpetual  com{daints, 
so  that  both  parties  will  be  kept  on  the  fret. 

Ifi  without  fatiguing  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the 
Ministry,  this  should  give  them  just  so  much  trouble  as 
may  indoce  them  to  look  to  the  demolition  of  the  mono- 
poly as  a  desirable  point  of  rest,  it  may  produce  a  perma- 
nent as  well  as  a  temporary  good.  This  determination  of 
the  committee  needs  the  King's  order  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  I  have  been  in  hourly  expectation  of  receiving 
official  information  that  it  is  ultimately  confirmed  by  hiro^ 
But,  as  yet,  it  is  not  come,  and  the  post  will  set  out  to- 
day. Should  it  arrive  in  time,  I  will  enclose  it.  Should 
it  not  arrive,  as  I  do  not  apprehend  any  danger  of  its 
being  rejected,  or  even  altered  materially,  (seeing  thqit 
M.  de  Vergennes  approved  of  it,  and  M.  de  Calonne  ao 
quiesced,)  I  have  supposed  you  would  wish  to  be  apprized 
of  its  substance,  for  a  communication  of  which  I  an^  in- 
debted to  the  Marquis  de  la  FayeUe  ;  though*  you  cannot 
publish  it  formally  till  you  know  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
Bang,  yet  an  unauthoritative  kind  of  notice  may  be  given  to 
the  merchants,  to  put  them  on  their  guard ;  otherwise, 
the  merchants  here  having  first  knowledge  of  it,  may,  by 
their  agents,  purchase  up  all  the  tobacco  they  have  on 
hand,  at  a  low  price,  and  thus  engross  to  themselves  all 
the  benefit. 

In  the  same  letter,  of  January  2d,  I  mentioned  that 
the  rice  of  Carolina,  compared  with  that  of  the  Medi- 
teoranean,  was  better  and  dearer.    This  was  on  my  •wn 
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observation,  hariog  examined  both  in  the  shops  here, 
where  they  are  retailed.  Further  inquiries  give  me 
reason  to  believe  that  the  rice  of  Carolina,  on  its  arrival, 
is  fouler  and  cheaper;  and  that  it  is  obliged  to  be  cleaned 
here,  before  it  is  saleable  ;  that  this  advances  the  price,* 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  quality  also,  beyond  tliat  of  the 
Mediterranean.  Whether  the  trouble  of  this  operation 
discourages  the  merchant,  or  the^price  the  consumer,  or 
whether  the  merchants  of  Carolina  have  'not  yet  learned 
the  way  to  this  market,  I  cannot  tell.  I  find,  in  fact,  tba( 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  rice  consumed  here  is  from 
the  American  market.  But  the  consumption  of  this 
article  here  is  immense.  If  the  growers  of  American  rie6 
would  endeavor  to  adapt  their  preparation  of  it  to  the  taste 
of  this  country,  so  as  to  give  it,  over  the  Mediterraneati 
rice,  the  advantage  of  which  it  seems  susceptible,  it  would 
very  much  increase  the  quanti^  for  which  th^y  find  sale. 
As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  find,  it  is  received  here  oo  a 
favorable  footing.  * 

I  shall  reserve  my  letter  open  to  the  last  moment,  m 
hopes  of  being  able  to  put  into  it  the  order  of  the  King 
to  the  Farmers  General. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  their  contract 
with  Mr*  Morris,  to  which  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
refers,  and  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  tl^e  most  perfect  re- 
spect, &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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•  * 

TOBACCO  CONTRACT. 

Translation. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Robert  Morris,  heretofore  Saper- 
intendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica) residing  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  one  part,  and  Le 
Normand,  Receiver  General  of  the  Finances  of  the 
Genierality  of  La  Rochelle,  residing  in  Paris,  on  the  other 
part,  have  agreed,  and  have  respectively  treated  v^ith 
each  other,  about  the  sale  and  purchase  of  sixty  thousand 
hogsheads  of  tobacco^  from  nine  to  ten  hundred  weight, 
of  the  different  growths  of  the  continent  of  Anierica,  on 
the  following  terms  and  conditions,  viz : 

That  I,  Robert  Morris,  engage  on  my  part :  1st.  To 
ship  and  deliver  at  the  several  ports  of  France,  hereafter 
specified,  the  whole  at  my  hazard  and  risk,  until  the  total 
delivery,  to  the  said  SreurLe  Normand,  of  the  sixty  thou- 
sand hogsheads  of  tobacco,  in  the  space  of  the  three  suc- 
cessive years  of  1785,  1786,  1787,  at  the  rate  of  twen- 
ty thousand  hogsheads  per  annum. 

2d.  I  moreover  engage  to  assort  each  annual  comple- 
ment in  the  following  proportions,  viz: 

One-fourth  part  James,  and  York  river  tobacco ;  half 
Potomac  and  Rappahannock ;  and  the  other  fourth  in 
Maryland  tobacco  j  one-third  of  which,  at  least,  fit  for 
smoking:  the  whole  of  the  first  qualities  fit  for  France. 

3d.  I  also  oblige  myself  to  ship  the  sufficient  quantity 
in  vessels  which  shall  be  American,  in  preference  to 
French ;  that  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  twenty  thousand 
hogsheads  shall  arrive  in  the  ports  of  Bordeaux,  Havre- 
de-Grace,  Dieppe,  and  Morlaix,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, viz :  seven  thousand  hogsheads  to  Bordeaux,  seven 
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thousand  to  Havre-de-Grace,  three  thousand  to  Dieppe, 
and  three  thousand  to  Morlaix ;  observing  that  the  pro- 
j^tkm  of  Maryland  tobacco  fit  for  smoking  shall  of  pre- 
ference be  comprehended  in  equal  proportions  in  the  par- 
ceb  sent  to  Morlaix,  Bordeaux,  and  Havre. 

And  in  case  where  any  [shipments  shall  exceed  in  one 
year  the  aforesaid  distribution,  the  excess  shall  be  carried 
in  augmentation  to  Ha vre-de -Grace. 

4th.  The  tobacco  shipped  and  delivered  in  conformity 
to  the  aforesaid,  shaH  be  paid  for  by  the  said  Sieur  Le 
Normand  to  me,  at  the  price  of  thirty-six  livres  tournois 
for  6ach  hundred  weight,  marc  weight;  and  the  said  Sieur 
Le  Normand  shall  discharge  the  amount  of  each  cargo 
within  a  month  after  the  delivery  to  Messrs.  Le  Coutenix 
&  Co.,  my  bankers  in  Paris ;  deducting,  however,  two 
Tivres  tournois  for  each  hundred,  marc  weight,  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  a  million  advance,  which  the  said  Sieur 
Le  Normand  has  put  into  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid 
Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.,  to  hold  at  my  disposal,  as 
appears  by  their  receipt  at  foot  of  the  present  contract. 

5th.  I  consent  that  the  two  thousand  hogsheads,  of 
which  I  have  given  advice,  by  my  letter  of  27th  October, 
to  the  said  Sieur  Le  Normand,  of  the  purchase  and  speedy 
loading  for  the  port  of  Havre-de-Grace,  shall  make  part  of 
my  first  delivery  for  this  year,  and  shall  be  paid  for  to  me 
at  the  price  of  thirty-six  livres  tournois,  with  the  deduction 
of  two  livres  tournois  per  hundred  weight,  as  is  specified  in 
tlie  preceding  article. 

6th.  For  the  mode  of  delivering  the  tobacco :  it  shall 

be  taken  out  of  the  hogsheads,  and  none  shall  be  rejected 

but  what  is  damaged ;  then  the  tobacco  shall  be  weighed 

on  the  quay,  and  received  at  the  weight  it  really  weighed. 

Vol.  III. — 5 
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without  any  deduction  whatever ;  and  until  it  is  weighed, 
it  shall  be  at  my  risk  and  expense, 

7th.  The  damaged  tobacco  shall  be  cut  and  sent  to  some 
other  place,  if  my  correspondents  shall  think  proper ;  other- 
wise, it  shall  be  burnt  in  their  presence. 

And  I,  Le  Normand,  accept  in  general  and  submit  to 
all  the  clauses  and  conditions  mentioned  in  the  seven 
foregoing  articles ;  and,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  present 
contract,  I  have  remitted  the  sum  of  a  million  of  livres 
tournois,  mentioned  in  the  4th  article,  to  Messrs.  Le 
Couteulx  &  Co.,  as  appears  by  their  receipt  annexed  at 
the  foot  of  the  present  contract,  for  the  said  sum  to  be 
reimbursed  conformably  to  said  article.  I  moreover  con- 
sent, 

IsU  That  in  case  that  the  vessek  employed  in  this 
business  shall  become  subject  to  greater  or  new  duties  or 
taxes  than  what  the  French  vessels  coming  from  France 
pay,  the  aforesaid  duties  shall  be  charged  to  me. 

2d.  That  all  the  duties  which  hereafter,  or  posterior  to 
the  present  treaty,  may  be  put  either  on  exportation  from 
America,  or  on  the  importation  into  France,  shall  be  charged 
to  me ;  and,  in  consequence,  I  will  be  accountable  to  Mr. 
R.  Morris  for  those  which  may  happen  in  America,  on  the 
exportation,  at  the  rate  of  51iv.  5s.  tournois  for  each  hard 
dollar;  and  this,  upon  an  authentic  certificate  that  the  duty 
is  imposed. 

3d.  I  engage  that  the  Farmers  General  shall  not  make, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  any  purchases  of  tobacco  in 
America ;  and,  consequently,  if  I  have  occasien  for  a 
greater  quantity  of  tobacco,  it  shall  be  furnished  to  me,  (m 
the  same  price  and  conditions. 

Done  in  five  parts,  at  Paris ;  four  of  which  to  be  sent 
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to  America^  by  the  English  and  French  packets,  the 
fifth  to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Le  Cou- 
teulx  &  Co. 

At  Paris,  11th  January,  1785. 

LE  NORMAND, 
Receiver  General  of  Finances. 
Signed  at  Philadelphia,  lOth  April,  1785. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
Certified  to  be  true  and  conformable  to  the  original 
in  my  hands  at  Paris,  20th  February,  1788. 

LE  NORMAND. 

We,  the  undersigned,  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  Mr.  Le  Normand,  Receiver  General  of  the 
Finances  of  the  Generality  of  La  Rochelle,  the  sum  of 
one  million  livres  tournois,  in  effects  to  our  satisfaction, 
which  we  promise  to  hold  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  heretofore  Superintendent  General  of  the  Fi- 
nances of  the  United  States  of  America,  after  the  ab- 
solute aoceptation  of  the  present  treaty,  a  duplicate  of 
which  has  been  placed  in  our  hands. 
At  Paris,  11th  January,  1785. 

LE  COUTEULX  &  CO. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  May  31,  1786. 
Sir, 
A  safe  opportunity  occurring  by  the  way  of  London, 
I  have  it  now  in  my  power  to  transmit  you  the  sequel  of 
the  papers  relative  to  Algiers,  which  could  not  be  in  rea- 
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difiess  to  go  with  my  letter  of  the  STth  instant  by  the 
French  packet,  which  I  expect  will  sail  from  L'Orient 
to-morrow. 

I  am  enabled,  at  the  same  time,  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  to 
bacco,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes's 
letter  to  me,  giving  official  notice  of  them,  having  en- 
closed a.  copy  of  Mr.  Morris's  contract  in  my  letter  of 
May  27th  on  the  same  subject.  You  will  be  enabled  to 
give  such  notice  of  the  whole  as  you  think  proper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  YEBGENNES  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON* 

Translation. 

Versailles,  May  30,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  you,  that  not- 
withstanding the  treaty  which  the  Farmers  General 
have  made  with  Mr.  Robert  Morrb,  for  the  delivery  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  tobacco,  they  have  just  concluded 
to  take  m  the  way  of  trade  as  much  as  15,000  hogsheads 
per  annum.  To  let  you  understand  better  the  extent  of 
the  decision  in  question,  I  send  it  to  you  in  the  extract 
enclosed.  I  beg  that  you  will  make  it  known  both  in 
America,  as  also  to  the  American  owners  of  vessels  who 
may  be  found  in  our  ports,  so  that  they  may  direct  their 
commercial  speculations  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

DE  VERGENNES. 
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TranslatioR. 

Resolves  of  a  Committee  held  at  Bemi,  24th  March, 
1186. 

The  committee,  resuming  their  former  deliberations 
respecting  a  treaty  made  with  Mr.  Morris;  informed  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  made ;  also  bformed  of 
the  despatch  of  twelve  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
the  approaching  arrival  of  which  has  been  announced  by 
Mr.  Couteulx,  the  correspondent  of  Mr.  Morris,  have 
unanimously  thought  that  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
ought  to  extend  until  the  1st  of  January,  1788,  saving 
the  right  of  annulling,  in  case  of  failure  of  execution  on 
the  part  of  the  said  Mr.  Morris,  the  conditions  of  the  said 
treaty ;  taking  afterwards  into  consideration  the  interest  of 
the  national  commerce  with  that  of  the  United  States, 
have  agreed  on  the  resolutions  hereafter  enumerated: 

1st.  After  the  expiration  of  the  treaty  with  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, there  shall  be  made  no  more  bargains  of  the  same 
kind. 

2d.  The  Farmer  General  shall  always  have  in  his 
magazines  a  necessary  supply  for  the  exercise  oP  his  pri- 
vilege, which  supply  ^«11  be  formed  by  what  shall  be 
furnished  by  the  contract  with  Mr.  Morris,  as  well  as  by 
what  be  shall  procure  by  means  of  commerce. 

3d.  To  secure  this  supply,  the  Farmer  General  shall 
purchase,  during  the  continuation  of  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Morris,  only  the  tobacco  which  can  be  furnished  by  trade, 
and  brought  in  French  or  American  vessels,  to  the  amoimt 
of  13  to  15  thousand  hogsheads  every  year,  at  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  conditions,  stipulated  with  the  said 
Mr.  Morris. 
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4ib.  Id  cases  where  cargoes  shall  not  be  assorted,  the 
tobacco  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  following  prices : 

TAvres. 
1st  quality  James  and  York  river  tobacco,  nett  cwt.  38 
2d  do.  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  -  -  36 
3d      do.     Maryland  tobacco       -        -        -        -    34 

All  the  first  qualities  of  each  kind  proper  for  France. 

5th.  In  cases  of  difficulty  respecting  the  quality,  sam- 
ples shall  be  sent  to  the  Council,  and  it  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  commission,  which  shall  be  authorized  to  have 
the  samples  examined  by  such  person  as  may  be  proper. 

6th.  When  the  tobacco  furnished  by  the  Americans 
shall  not  bo  delivered  in  a  manufacturing  port,  there 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  stipulated  prices  thirty  sous 
per  nett  quintal,  for  expenses  of  transportation. 


FROM  JOHN   JAT   TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  August  18, 1786. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  dated  the  14th  of  last  month; 
since  which,  I  have  received  and  laid  before  Congress 
your  several  letters  of  12th,  22d,  23d,  two  of  27lh, 
and  one  of  31st  May  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed  with 
them. 

It  has  happened,  from  various  circumstances,  that  seve- 
ral reports  on  foreign  affiiirs  still  lie  before  Congress, 
undecided  upon.  The  want  of  an  adequate  representa- 
tion  for  long  intervals,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business 
which  pressed  upon  them  when  that  was  not  the  case, 
have  occasioned  delays  and  omissionSi  which,  however 
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unaToIdable^  are  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  paiDful  to 
me  to  reflect^  that,  although  my  attention  to  business  is 
unremitted^  yet  I  so  often  experience  unseasonable  de- 
lays and  successive  obstacles  in  obtaining  the  decision 
and  sentiments  of  Congress,  even  on  points  which  re- 
quire despatch.  But  so  it  is,  and  I  must  be  content  with 
leaving  nothing  undone  that  may  depend  upon  me. 

The  Consular  Convention  is  now,  as  it  has  long  been, 
under  the  consideration  of  Congress ;  and  I  have  reason 
to  hope  they  will  soon  enable  me  to  send  you  full  in- 
structions on  that  subject. 

I  have  long  thought,  and  become  daily  more  con- 
vinced, that  the  construction  of  our  Federal  Government 
is  fundamentally  wrong.  To  vest  legislative,  judicial, 
and  executive  power  in  one  and  the  same  body  of  men, 
and  that  too  in  a  body  daily  changing  its  members,  can 
never  be  wise.  In  my  opinion,  those  three  great  de- 
partments of  sovereignty  should  be  forever  separated, 
and  so  distributed,  as  to  serve  as  checks  on  each  other. 
But  these  are  subjects  that  have  long  been  familiar  to 
you,  acid  on  which  you  are  too  well  informed  not  to  an- 
ticipate every  thing  that  I  might  say  on  them. 

I  enclose  a  late  ordinance  of  Congress  for  Indian  af- 
fairs, and  their  requisition  for  the  ensuing  year.  Those 
subjects  have  consunwd  much  time ;  they  are,  however, 
important  ones,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  to  them 
could  not,  with  propriety,  have  been  postponed. 

I  have  advised  Congress  to  renew  your  commission,  as^ 
to  certain  powers.  Our  treasury  is  ill  supplied;  some 
States  pay  nothing,  and  others  very  little.  The  impoat 
not  yet  established.  The  people,  generally,  uneasy  in  a 
cenrtain  degreci  but  without  seeming  to  discern  the  true 
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oftuse,  vis :  want  of  energy^  both  in  State  and  FedenI 
GovemiDents.  It  takes  time  to  make  sovereigns  of  suh^ 
jeels. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY- 


FBOM   JOHN   JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

'    Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     > 
October  3,  178S.y 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  yoa,  herewith  en* 
dosed,  the  following  papers,  viz : 

No.  1.  A  copy  of  the  Consular  Convention  signed  hy, 
the  French  and  American  Plenipotentiaries, 

No.  2.  A  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress,  ond^r  whieii 
the  American  Plenipotentiary  signed  the  same. 

No.  3.  A  copy  of  a  scheme  of  a  convention  men- 
U^ned  and  referred  to  in  said  act.  / 

No.  4.  A  copy  of  a  report  on  the  said  coaventioft. 

No.  5.  A  copy  c^  an  act  of  Congress  containiog  io* 
structions  and  giving  authority  to  you,  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  convention. 

These  papers  will  possess  yo^i  fully  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness. I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  appear  to  you  as  il 
does  to  Congress,  to  be  a  delicate  one,  and  to  require  de* 
lioate  management. 

The  original  scheme  of  the  convention,  is  far  from  be- 
ifig  unexceptionable,  but  a  former  Congress  having  agreed 
tp  it,  it  would  bes improper  now  to  recede  ;  and  therefore 
Congress  are  content  to  ratify  a  convention  naad^  coft- 
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forrtiable  to  that  scheme,  aud  to  their  act  of  the  2$th  day 
of  January,  1782,  provided  a  clause  limiting  its  duratioo 
be  added.  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  press  on  the 
Court  only  such  objections  to  the  convention  as  arise 
from  its  departure  from  the  scheme.  On  making  an  ac- 
curate comparison,  such  departure  will  appear  manifest  to 
his  Majesty ;  and  there  b  reason  to  expect,,  from  his  can- 
dor, that  he  will  readily  consent  to  remove  the  objections 
occasioned  by  it. 

As  it  certainly  is  wise  to  try  the  merits  of  institutions 
^tirely  pew  by  actual  experienee,  before  nations  adopt 
tbem  forever,  the  propriety  of  rendering  this  convention 
probationary,  in  the  first  instance,  is  unquestionable.  Con- 
gress cannot,  therefore,  presume  that  his  most  Christian 
Majesty  will  object  to  a  clause  for  limiting  its  duration. 
The  design  of  this  convention  being  for  mutual  and  recip- 
rocal benefit  and  convenience,  it  would  be  doing  injustice 
to  his  Majesty  to  suppose  that  he  would  wish  to  provide 
for  its  existing  longer  than  it  should  prove  useful  and  sat- 
bfactory. 

If,  after  the  experience  of  ft  few  years,  it  should  be 
found  to  answer  the  purposes  intended  by  it,  both  parties 
will  have  sufficient  inducements  to  fdnew  it,  either  in  its 
present  form,  or  with  sqch  alternations  and  amendments  as 
time,  experience,  and  other  circumstances,  may  indicate. 
With  great  respect.  Sec, 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM   THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO   WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 

Paris,  June  20, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
.  My  last  to  you  was  of  the  5th  May,  by  Baron  Wal- 
terstorff.  Since  that,  I  have  been  honored  with  yonrs  of 
April  the  13tb,  and  May  the  16th  and  18tb.  The  pre- 
sent covers  letters  to  Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr.  Randall,  inform- 
ing them  that  the  demands  of  Algiers,  for  the  ransom  of 
our  prisoners,  and  also  for  peace,  are  so  infinitely  beyond 
our  instructions,  that  we  must  refer  the  matter  back  to 
Congress,  and,  therefore,  praying  them  to  come  on  im- 
mediately. I  will  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  these 
letters.  The  whole  of  this  business,  therefore,  is  sus- 
pended till  we  receive  further  orders,  except  as  to  Mr. 
Barclay's  mission.  Your  bills  have  been  received  and 
honored.  The  first  naming  expressly  a  letter  of  advice, 
and  none  coming,  it  was  refused  till  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  to  me,  in  which  you  mentioned  that  you  bad  drawn 
two  bills.  I  immediately  informed  Mr.  Grand,  who 
thereupon  honored  the  bill. 

I  have  received  no  public  letters  of  late  date.  Through 
other  channels,  I  have  collected  some  articles  of  informa- 
tion, which  may  be  acceptable  to  you. 

####### 

In  a  letter  of  March  the  20tb,  from  Dr.  Franklin  to 
me,  is  this  passage :  '^  As  to  public  afifairs,  the  Con- 
gress has  not  been  able  to  assemble  more  than  seven 
or  eight  States,  during  the  whole  winter ;  so  the  treaty 
with  Prussia  remains  still  unratified,  though  there  is  no 
doubt  of  its  being  done  soon,  as  a  full  Congress  is  ex- 
pected next  month.    The  disposition  to  furnish  Con- 
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gress  with  ample  powers  augments  daily,  as  people  be- 
come more  enlightened.  And  I  do  not  remember  ever 
to  have  seen,  during  my  long  life,  more  signs  of  public 
felicity  than  appear  at  present  throughout  these  States. 
The  cultivators  of  the  earth,  who  make  the  bulk  of  our 
nation,  have  made  good  crops,  which  are  paid  for  at 
high  prices,  with  ready  money  ;  the  artisans,  too,  receive 
high  wages ;  and  the  value  of  all  real  estate  is  augment- 
ed greatly.  Merchants  and  shopkeepers,  indeed,  com(- 
plain  that  there  is  not  business  enough.  But  this  is 
evidently  not  owing  to  the  fewness  of  buyers,  but  to  the 
too  great  numbers  of  sellers ;  for  the  consumption  of  goods 
was  never  greater,  as  appears  by  the  dress,  furniture, 
and  manner  of  living,  of  all  ranks  of  the  people."  His 
health  is  good,  except  as  to  the  stone,  which  does  not 
grow  worse.  I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my  request 
about  the  books,  which  Mr.  Barclay  writes  nie  he  has 
forwarded  from  Cadiz. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 

FBOX   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  April  8,  1786. 
Sir, 
My  letters  to  you  by  the  last  French  packet  were 
dated  May  12th,  22d,  ^d,  27th,  27th ;  and  I  sent  by 
the  way  of  London,  one  dated  May  31st.  Since  this,  I 
have  been  honored  with  yours  of  May  5th ;  the  letter 
therein  enclosed  for  Mr.  Dumas,  has  been  duly  forward- 
ed ;  and  the  report  on  th(^  subject  of  the  Consular  Con- 
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ventioD  I  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  first 
levee  day  after  the  return  of  the  Kbg,  who  was  gone  to 
Cherbourg  at  the  time  of  my  receiving  it.  Mr.  Randall 
being  so  far  on  bis  return,  and  meaning  to  go  by  the  way 
of  London,  where  his  stay  will  be  short,  he  will  be  the 
bearer  of  this  letter,  with  which  I  have  an  opportunity  of 
enclosing  the  last  letters  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Bar- 
clay and  Mt:.  Lamb.  Mr.  Barclay  left  Cadiz  soon  after 
the  date  of  his  letter.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Lamb  on  the 
20th  June,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  re* 
pair  to  Congress  with  all  possible  despatch ;  recommend* 
ing,  but  not  enjoining,  bis  coming  by  the  way  of  Mar- 
seilles and  Paris,  supposing  it  possible  that  the  informa- 
tion he  might  communicate  might  be  usefully  applied  by 
Mr.  Adams  and  myself  in  the  execution  of  the  commands 
of  Congress.  I  afterwards  wrote  him  anotlier  letter,  de- 
siring expressly  that,  if  this  route  was  likely  to  retard 
much  his  attendance  on  Congress,  he  would  take  such 
other  as  should  be  shortest. 

At  the  desire  of  Monsieur  Houdon,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  to  you  his  propositions  for  making  the  equestrian 
statue  of  General  Washington. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  last  year,  I  received  letters 
from  an  American  master  of  a  ship,  of  the  name  of 
Asquith,  informing  me  that  he  had  had  a  most  disastrous 
passage  across  the  Atlantic ;  that  they  had  put  into  Brest 
when  in  such  distress,  that  they  were  obliged  to  make 
the  first  port  possible  j  that  they  had  been  immediately 
seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Farmers  General,  their  ves- 
sel and  her  lading  seized,  and  that  themselves  were  then 
m  jail,  suffering  from  every  want.  Letters  by  every 
post  gave  me  to  believe  their  distress  was  very  real ;  all 
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their  cash  wds  soon  exhausted  ;  and  the  winter  setting  in 
very  severely,  I  desired  a  n^erchant  of  Brest  to  furnish 
them  a  Ime  a  day  apiece.  It  was  some  time  before  I 
could  be  ascertained  of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings 
against  them  ;  it  proved  at  length  to  be  a  prosecution,  as 
for  endeavoring  to  introduce  tobacco  in  contraband.  I  was 
induced  to  order  this  allowance,  from  evidence  that 
the  men,  six  in  number,  must  inevitably  perish,  if  left  to 
the  pittance  allowed  by  the  Farmers  General  to  their 
prisoners,  and  from  a  hope  that  the  matter  would  soon  be 
decided.  I  was  led  on  by  this  delusive  hope  from  week 
to  week,  and  month  to  month,  and  it  proved  to  be  ten 
months  before  they  were  discharged.  I  applied  early  to 
Count  de  Vergennes,  and  was  informed  by  him  that  the 
matter  being  in  a  regular  course  of  law,  there  could  be 
no  interference,  and  that,  if  the  sentence  should  be 
against  them,  I  might  expect  a  remission  of  so  much  of 
it  as  [^ould  depend  on  the  King.  They  were  con- 
demned to  forfeit  their  vessel  and  cargo,  to  a  fine,  and 
to  the  galleys  ;  the  fine  and  condemnation  to  the  galleys 
were  remitted  immediately  by  the  King ;  but  the  for- 
feiture of  the  vessel  and  cargo  being  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Farmers,  he  could  not  remit  that.  They  were  also 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  prosecution,  and  to  remain  in 
jail  till  they  did  it ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  1  was 
obliged  to  advance  for  them  262Ctfi9.  2«.,  being  some- 
what upwards  of  one  hundred  guineas ;  for  which,  I 
informed  Asquith  from  the  begmning,  he  must  consider 
himself  as  answerable  to  the  United  States.  I  accord^, 
ingly  enclose  the  account,  showing  the  purposes  for 
which  the  money  was  paid,  and  his  own  original  ac^ 
knowledgment  that  it  was  ka  bis  use.     I  own  I  am  u»-  ^ 
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certain  whether  I  have  done  right  la  this,  but  I  am 
persuaded  some  of  them  would  have  perished  without 
this  advance  ;  I,  therefore,  thought  it  one  of  those  cases 
where  citizens,  being  under  unexpected  calamity,  have  a 
right  to  call  for  the  patronage  of  the  public  servants. 
All  the  disinterested  testimony  I  have  ever  been  able  to 
get,  has  been  in  favor  of  the  innocence  of  these  men. 
Count  de  Vergennes,  however,  believed  them  guilty  ; 
and  I  was  assured  the  depositions  regularly  taken  were 
much  against  them.  I  enclose,  herewith,  the  state  of  their 
case,  as  it  appeared  to  me  in  the  beginning,  and  as  I  com- 
municated it  by  letter  to  the  Minister. 

Having  been  lately  desired  by  the  Swedbh  Ambassa- 
dor to  state  to  him  what  I  thought  the  best  measure  for 
rendering  the  island  of  St.  Bartholomew  useful  to  the 
commerce  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States,  I  did  it 
in  a  letter  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  ;  my  view  in  doing 
it  is,  that,  if  any  further  or  better  measure  should  occur 
to  Congress,  on  its  being  communicated  to  me,  I  can  still 
suggest  it  to  the  Ambassador,  probably  before  any  final 
decision.  It  being  itiaterial  that  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  whale  oil,  which  would  expire  with  the  close  of 
this  year,  should  be  revived  in  time  for  the  whalemen  to 
take  measures  in  consequence,  we  have  applied  for  a 
continuance  of  the  reduction,  and  even  for  an  abolition  of 
all  duties.  The  committee,  of  the  creation  of  which  I 
informed  you  in  my  letter  of  May  27th,  and  of  which  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  is  a  member,  were  in  favor  of  the 
ibdition ;  but  there  is  little  prospect — perhaps  none  at  all 
— of  obtaining  a  confirmation  of  their  sentence.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  thecoqtinuanceof  the  abatementof  the  duties, 
on  the  footing  stated  in  that  letter :  the  term  of  three 
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years  will  probably  be  adopted.  The  Gazettes  of  Ley- 
den  aod  of  France,  from  the  former  to  the  present  date, 
accompany  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

— -^e  •«••»- 

FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  MESSRS..  ADAMS  AND  JEF- 
FERSON. 

Cadiz,  Blay  23,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

Since  my  arrival  here,  the  9th,  nothing  has  occurred 
worth  your  attention.  I  am  waiting  for  a  vessel  that  is 
bound  to  Mogadore,  and  expect  to  sail  in  a  few  days. 
You  have  probably  as  late  accounts  from  Mr.  Lamb  as  I 
can  give  you ;  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  you 
of  his  arrival  at  Alicant,  the  24th  of  last  month,  whero 
doubtless  his  quarantine  has  delayed  his  proceeding  to 
Madrid.  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Count  d'Espilly  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  dated  at  Algiers,  the 
20th  past.  Whether  it  will  convey  any  thing  new  or 
not,  I  cannot  say ;  nor  whether  Mr.  Carmichael  may  not 
already  have  transmitted  to  you  its  contents. 

I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  soon  hearing  from  you, 
and  of  being  informed  whether  you  have  any  commands 
for  me  further  than  Morocco.  I  have  long  been  anxious 
to  see  the  trade  of  our  country  to  these  parts  put  on  a 
safe  and  respectable  footing,  as  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  importance  of  the  object ;  and  if  I  can,  while  I 
am  in  the  neighborhood  of  Africa,  in  the  smallest  degree 
contribute  towards  the  doing  it,  no  care  or  attention  on 
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my  part  shall  be  wanting.  If  my  going  to  Consismt&io- 
ple  will  be  thought  by  you  useful,  you  have  only  to  com* 
mand  me,  and  I  offer  you  my  services  there,  or  any 
where  else  without  limitation.  As  soon  as  I  have  exe- 
cuted the  business  in  which  I  am  engaged,  I  intend  to  re- 
turn to  America  for  a  few  months,  having  already  pro- 
cured permission  from  Congress  to  go  there  to  settle  some 
of  my  affairs,  that  require  my  presencjB.  I  send  you, 
herewith  enclosed,  an  extract  of  a  letter,  written  from 
Morocco  to  the  Consul  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  at 
this  place,  from  whom  I  received  it ;  but  it  is  the  only  in- 
telligence here  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  having  made 
such  a  declaration,  and  probably  is  no  more  than  a  sud- 
den gust  of  passion,  which  has  blown  over  with  the  cir- 
cumstance that  occasioned  it.  It  is,  however,  certain  that 
the  British  are  not  at  present  a  favored  people  in  Mo- 
rocco, and  that  a  letter  from  his  Catholic  Majesty  is  like- 
ly to  have  greater  weight  in  that  country  than  one  from 
any  other  potentate  on  earth.  I  have  had  some  conver- 
sation with  the  Marquis  de  Vialli,  who  is  well  known  to 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  who  says  he  has  frequent- 
ly talked  with  him  on  the  subject  of  America.  His 
opinion  is,  that  the  Emperor  will  demand  a  tribute  of 
18,000  dollars  per  annum.  This  gentleman,  to  whom  I 
was  made  known  by  Gen.  O'Reily,  the  late  Governor  of 
Andalusia  and  Cadiz,  has  given  me  a  good  deal  of 
useful  information  and  advice ;  but  to  what  purposes  I 
^hall  be  able  to  apply  either,  remains  to  be  tried.  Indeed, 
I  much  fear  the  Emperor's  ideas  will  exceed  those  of  my 
constituents.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  here,  I  wrote  to 
him  that  I  would  embark  for  Mogadore  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble ;  which  I  did,  to  cut  short  any  delays  that  might  occur 
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Ibere,  by  waiting  hb  penni^ion  to  go  to  Morocco,  wbere 
be  is  at  presebt ;  and  I  expect,  by  tbe  time  I  get  to  Moga- 
dore,  orders  will  be  lodged  for  my  getting  forward.  I 
beg  you  will  believe  me,  gentlemen,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM   JOHN  LAMB  1t>  THOMAS  JEPJTeaSON. 

Madrid,  May  20,  1786. 

After  my  little  disappointments,  I  arrived  at  Algiers 
tbe  25tb  Marcb,  and,  within  the  term  of  three  or  four 
days,  I  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  money  in  my 
iatids,  belonging  to  the  public,  would  not  purchase  tb^ 
finfortunate  captives ;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  des- 
patched Mr.  Raridall,  so  that  your  Excellencies  might 
have  (he  earliest  notice  of  our  matters  in  that  quarter. 
In  a  short  letter  to  your  Excellencies,  I  stated  our  affairs. 
Acccmlin^y,  Mr.  Randall  isailed  the  S9tfa  or  30th  March, 
with  my  desire  to  him  to  proceed  with  all  pcxssible  des- 
patch, to  give  the  earliest  notice  that  v^s  in  my  power ; 
but  when  I  canie  here,  I  found  Mr.  Randall  was  in  Aran- 
juez.  I  received  a  line  from  him  at  nine  the  next  Evening, 
in  conseqUMsee  of  which  I  wrote  him,  and  desired  hfm't^ 
proceed ;  he  answered  my  letter.  The  tliree  letters  I 
herein  endoee^  so  that  your  Excellencies  wilt  naturally 
excuse  me  for  the  detention. 

On  tbe  3d  day  of  April,  I  waff  admitted  to  an  audience 
with  tbe  Dey  ;  i)ut  he  wtHiId  not  speak  of  peace,  set  the 
flaws  at  moat  exoiAtkaiat  prices,  ht  beyond  my  limits. 
Ilie  7tb|  I  had  a  second  interview ;  but  still  he  was  of  the 
sime  mind.  About  the  17th,  I  had  the  third  and  last  in* 
Vol..  III. — 6 
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lerview;  ha  h^  somethir^  of  bis  first  prieo^apd  liiert 
eacIoKe  the  last  price^  which  is  eacrEOouS)  a$  your  Excelr 
lencies  will  see.  My  wxt  views  were  to  have  an  ^f 
quaintance  with  their  priocipal  Minister,,  which  I  sooft 
brought  to  pass  by.  some  presents  to  this  Minister's  confi- 
dant, and  he  was  our  interpreter.  He  told  me  that  it  was 
his  greatest  desire  that  our  peace  might  be  made  with 
their  Regency,  and  that,  for  his  part,  he  would  use  his 
utmost  endeavors  for  the  purpose  ;  but  until  the  affairs  of 
Spain  were  settled,  little  could  be  done  on  our  matter ; 
and  farther  told  me,  not  to  mjTid  the  little  put*ofis  by  the 
Dey,  nor  the  enormous  price  asked  for  our  slaves ;  tliat  ihe 
price  that  was  set  on  our  people  was  only  to  pot  a  mor^  mxh 
dest  face  on  tbe-pice  which  they  intend  to  make  the  SpfUf- 
iards  pay  for  their  people,  aod  advised  me  to  go  to  Spak^ 
and  wait  unt'd  they  bad  done  with  Spain^  and  that  I  m^Jan 
r^t  assured  that  be  would,  at  all  opportunitiepi,  write  tQio^. 
I  begged  bim.to  write  to  Mr.  Carmichael  ^  he  did.  I  begged 
hutt  lo  give  floe  a  free  .pass  to  coipe  to  Alg^s  aod  gp 
w,tea  I  pleased  ;<  he  Ukewise  di^,  but  told  me  |h«i  if  tim 
letter  was  exposed  that  he  \^  writteQ  Mr.  Carmiehaeli  be 
sbouM  lose  hi?  IjHe,  and  when  I  returned  thaC  I  might  exr 
p^ct  the  safoe*  I  h^d  several  ^tefviews  with  this  Min- 
jy^er,  and  the  above  ^  th^  purport  and  subst«A9e»  except- 
ing that  they  had  an  entire  right  to  jmkn  pejaqe  oriifff, 
without  the  voice  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  and  thai  t^ 
were  under  no  control  by  the  Ottpoian  Porfie.  He  iM 
me  i^at  it  would  not  be  long  affermy  ariivalm  %ain, 
I^fore  he  should  let  m^  know  what  $iep$  \i  would  be.  beat 
X^  tc^ke,  and  wh£«  fof  rae  to  retMC%  if  I  was  ordered  back^ 
and,  as  I  found  }t  was  of  no  conae^pience  to  dii^ry  longtr 
tlm  untj}  I  had  futt^er  orflersj  Itook  bifi«(hrice  aod  r^um^ 
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ei.  Tbei«  it  no  doubt  Irat  I  dbalt  bear  from  him  soot)'. 
After  waiting  in  Spain  a  long  lime  for  the  influence  of 
tbai  Court,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  Madrid  without 
sueeeai  j  fm  I  got  no  letter,  akhough  Mr.  Carmichael' 
took  tbe  mmost  pains.  About  hur  or  five  days  be^ 
fore  I  left  Algiers,  I  received  two  letters  frbm  Mr.  Car- 
michael;  encfoeed  in  one  of  those  was  an  open  letter  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  in  favor  of  our  mission  to  that  Re- 
geticy,  and  directed  to  Count  d'Espilly.  But,  previous 
to  the  reception  of' the  letter,  he  told  me  if  such  a  let- 
ter came  to  him  he  could  not  make  any  use.  of  it,  neither 
did  he.  The  reason  he  best  knows;  but  this  is  sure,  that 
he  cares  very  little  about  our  peace  in  that  quarterl  The 
letter  Icarried  from  France  was  of  no  consequence.  If 
your  Excellency  could  procure  a  letter  fr6ra  the  Court,  of 
France,  and  directed  to  the  Dey,  with  their  desires  to 
him  fot  a  peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  it 
would  give  great  weight ;  but  such  a  letter,  I  dare  say, 
would  be  hard  to  be  procured.  The  treatment  I  received 
from  the  French  Consul  was  polite  ;  indeed,  he  paid  me 
great  attention.  Mr.  Logic,  likewise,  received  me  as  an 
old  ftiend,  and  declared  to  me  that  he  had  no  orders  to 
counteract  ray  missiop  from  his  Court,  which  I  am  sure 
of.  I  left  the  packet  in  the  hands  of  Count  d'Espilly, 
who  hath  employed  her  for  Spain,  until  I  call  for  her, 
and  have  the  Count's  receipt  for  the  vessel.  I  thought 
pittper  to  kfave.  my  own  slorw  wUolil  cmrriedover,  in 
AlgieiB,  and  k&  iketti  viisb  Mr.  Wolf,  who  is  a  veryhoii*' 
efl-good  gsBAemB»j  and  I  beKeve  a  iViend  tfy  our  «aiae 
in  tbdt  qoacuer ;  and^  h/  ^  dtWre^^/  Cem^  cTSipffiS^y 
kvre  left  the  ctte  of  oiht  linfortonate  pe«fde  Skewi^e  itv 
Ui  baodf^  together  with  feor  fauadred  iaUwes  to  pay  tMr 
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past  expenses^  and  Ihij  tbem  sucb  things  as  will  make 
them  ootnfortable  ;  whiqb  money,  I  ^m  sufe,  will  be  fru- 
gally expended.  I  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  further 
orders  at  Alicant,  boping  that  my  conduct  may  be  ap^ 
proved  of,  and  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's 
^       Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  LAMB. 

N.  B:  The  plague  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Regency 
of  Algiers ;  in  consequence  of  which  it  will  make  v^ry 
long  quarantines  in  Spain.  The  vessel  that  I  have  bought 
for  the  convenience  of  our  business,  I  believe  will  be  or- 
dered to  Mahon,  to  perform  quarantine.  To  purchase 
this  vessel  was  unavoidable,  as  I  could  not  get  to  Algiers 
well  without. 

I  here  give  your  Excellency  an  account  of  (he  prices 

of  our  unfortunate  people,  and  it  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

3  Captains;,    at  $6,000  each  per  head      -      $18,000 

2  Mates  '*    4,000  do.  -  8,000 

2  Passengers,  «     4,000  do.  -  8,000 

14  Sailors,         «     1,400  do.  -         19,600 


21  amount  to  the  (enormous  sum  of  -        53,600 

11  per  cent,  to  be  added,  according  to  custom       ,  &,896 


In  Spanish  milled  dollars    -        -        -        -     $59,496 

So  that  your  Excelieneies  see  how  far  beymid  yibar 
expectations  the  sum  amounts,  wluch  renders  me  incapa* 
bk  of  acting  until  further  orders.  The  price  the  8paa« 
iards  are  giving  for  their  people  is  — •*—  short  of  what  it 
charged  us,  and  they  have  eleven  hundred  men,  and 
mnxa  upward^  in  Algiers ;  it  w31  cost  Spam  more  tbaMl 
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a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  for  their  slaves  only  ;  the 
peace  of  Spain  and  their  slaves  will  amount  to  more  than 
three  millions  of  dollars.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  their 
cruisers  will,  in  all  probability,  be  at  sea  by  the  6th  of 
June,  at  farthest.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  we  follow  our 
pretension  for  peace  this  summer,  they  will  hear  pro- 
posals, but  not  at  the  price  we  expected ;  nor  by  the  open 
way  we  first  went  to  work.  If  France  will  give  nothing 
but  sealed  letters,  we  had  better  have  none^  To  fight  these 
people,  the  first  year  will  cost  us  more  than  half  a  million 
pounds  sterling.  I  have,  by  experience  of  a  long  date,  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  armed  vessels;  and  at  the 
distance  we  are  from  these  people,  and  foreign  ports  to 
make  use  of,  it  will  be  a  beivy  lax  upon  us,  and  with- 
out the  least  prospect  of  gain.  1  hope  I  shall  be  excused 
in  speaking  my  mind  so  freely ;  it  is  out  of  zealous  desires 
for  the  good  of  the  country  I  belong  to ;  and  it  is  my  opinioD, 
tb4t  for  a  lass  sum  than  the  first  year  wotdd  cost  us  $m 
fight,  we  call  make  peace,  and,  if  we  intend  it  at  all,  noir 
is  the  only  time  to  pursue,  as  the  way  is  seemingly  opea 
for  a  trial. 

I  hope  no  more  of  eur  people  will  be  so  unhappy 
as  to  fidl  into  those  people's  hands  this  summer,  and,  in 
that  case,  it  will  in  a  manner  discourage  them  in  their 
expectations.  Spain  a  our  sure  friend  in  our  peace  wilii 
Algiers ;  but  they  have  not  finished  their  peace  at  presei^ 
We  shall  have  their  assistance^  at  the  oonoliision  of  the&r 
peace. 

Witii  ^e  respect^  be., 

Jr  JLAMB«  ■ 

I  have  no  objections  to  there  being  a  trial  made  at 
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5ZH,  LANGCAGJE 

^IsTuifcisb,  Arabic,  Lbgua  Fra&od,  ItaHan.  Lingua 
Franca  is  a  corruption  of  Turkish,  Italian,  and  Spaniah, 
much  spoken  at  Algiers  at  this  time. 

6th  &  7th,  government,  ueligion. 

Little  subordination  is  paid  to  the  Ottoman  Porte ;  they, 
however,  acknowledge,  the  Grand  Seignior  to  be  the  spi- 
ritual head  of  their  religion,  and  that  is  Mahometanism. 
Bjr  the  same  species  of  fiinaticisro,  the  Christian  religion 
they  hold  in  tlie  utmost  contempt. 

eAPTUBma. 

Two  sliips  from  the  United  States  of  America,  with 
91  persona  on  board,  officerg  included.  Of  the  difierent 
nations,  slaves  about  fifteen  hundred.  They  are  at  war 
with  all  nations,  except  France,  England,  Denmark,  Hol- 
land, Spain,  Sweden,  Venice,  and  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many. 


Translation. 

Mr.  Houdoa  asks  lor  the  executing  an  equ^trian 
siatue  ijd  bnQDsie  of  General  Washington,  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  workshops  in  the  city  contaiouig  the  fur- 
n^pes  proper  fpr  ^\b  casting,  and  the  dw^ng  house 
thereto  anoexed,  the  sum  of  600,Q00/Mr. ;  and  ten  yean^ 
dating  from  this  time,  to  perfofm  the  work.;  auppo^iag 
tbajt  the  ^gr^eement  will  be  s'^iuk)  by  the  two  parties  io 
ti^ course  of  ttipyei^r.  This  prie^ bring  agieed  to, Aa 
p^ymenta  shall  be  divided  as  may  beet  avitCongr 
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presentiiig)  however,  that  during  ibe^  first  years  a  variety 
of  dMburseineDta  must  oecur. 

He  conceives  that  be  ought  to  prevail  on  the  Seaate 
to  allow  this  work  to  be  cast  in  two  part»— (bat  is  to  say, 
the  General  and  the  horse  separately ;  this  will  by  no 
means  injure  the  unity  of  the  work,  but  will  rather,  on  re- 
flection, be  advantageous  to  every  part,  the  casting,  exe- 
cution, solidity,  and  convenience  for  transportation.  He 
insists  on  this  point,  from  the  experience  which  he  and 
bis  workmen  have  endeavored  to  acquire  to  render  them- 
selves capable.  He  does  not  know  at  present  of  a  founder 
existing,  on  whom  be  can  rely  do  well  as  on  those  whom 
be  has  bims^If  prepared,  >at  a  great  expense,  durhig  fifteen 
years  that  be  has  been  in  possession  of  the  furnaces,  in 
wbioh  the  equestriafi  statue  of  Louis  XV,  King  of 
France,  was  cast.  The  persons  who  were  employed  ia 
tl^at  business  are  now  dead. 


Translation. 

Descriptum^  of  the  cost  of  several  Bronze  Statues,  and  the 
nanfes  of  the  artists  who  executed  them* 

Mr.  Talqon^t  was  invited  to  Russia  to  ikiake  tb^ 
equestrian  statna  of  Pete^r  the  Great  at  Petersburg,  in 
broiise,  on  the  following  conditions :  To  have  the  ex"- 
peoaes  of  boaMing  and  lodging  defrayed  until, iiis  work 
should  be  entirely  finiished ;  that  if^  by  means  of  sickness 
or  any  other  accident,  the  time  and  work  should  be  pro- 
longed beyond  eight  years,  Mr.  Talcpnet  fuUy  relies,  en 
tbe  eqiuty  of  her  Impi^rial  Majesty  to  make  allowances 
for  bm  expenses  and  lodging  for  said  time,  as  be  cannot 
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guard  against  unforeseen  accidents.  He  moreover  re- 
ceived ^flOOliv.  per  annum,  (torn  tbe  Empress,  his 
ymmey  from  Paris  to  Peterebdrg,  and  bis  return  to  this 
city,  pxiid.  That  he  would  only  receive  orders,  either 
liom  her  Imperial  Majesty  directly,  or  through  her  Mfn- 
ister.  Prince  Gallitzin,  Minister  of  Russia,  had  oSerei 
bkn,  on  the  part  of  his  Court,  400,000/tt). ;  he  woutdonly 
accept,  I^owever,  20a,000/tv.  Mr.  Pajou  asked  600,000 
Uv.  Mr.  Coustou,  450,000Ku.  Mr.  Vassfee,  40O,00OKr. 
The  founder  was  to  receive  140 fiWliv.  immediately  after 
Ae  casting,  which,  if  it  did  not  succeed,  he  was  to  have 
10,000fif^.  per  annum  to  begin  it  again.  The  expenses 
eif  the  workshops  to  be  at  the  cost  of  the  Court.  The 
equestrian  statue  in  bronze,  of  Frederick  V,  at  Copen- 
hagen, was  made  by  Mr.  Sally ;  he  received  for  the  model 
and  the  pains  he  bestowed  on  this  piece,  60b,000ttv. 
It  is  true  that  this  bronze  statue,  cast  by  Goor,  com" 
tained  upwards  of  3,000  pieces,  large  and  small.  A  pen- 
sion of  BflWiiv,  during  life  was  given  to  Mr.  Sally, 
and  which  he  drew  two  years  after  his  arrival  at  Co- 
penhagen. He,  moreover,  had  a  pension  of  9,O0OZtV., 
4,500KtJ.  of  which  were  paid  till  he  finished  his  work, 
and  4,500/tv.  paid  by  the  King  until  his  death,  and  a 
further  gratification  of  36,000Kr.  The  founder  was  paid 
for  the  expenses  of  his  two  journeys,  40,00OKt>.,  1^,000 
Uv.  per  annum,  and  2,000Kv.  income  after  the  casting; 
he  remained  about  four  years  at  Copenhagen,  and  re- 
turned home  with  about  900,000/tt?.  He  asked,  for 
going  to  Petersburg,  to  cast  the  statue  of  Peter  the 
Great,  480,000Ki?.  In  short,  for  workmen's  wages,  and 
every  thing  depending  thereon,  for  the  space  of  eigh- 
teen or  nineteen  years,   which   were  employed  in  this 
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work,  it  cost  the  India  Company  3,900,000^9. ;  to  trhich, 
it  is  said,  the  King  added  600,000/w.,  whicli  makes  in  all 
ii^ar  3,000)000^.  Mr.  Bouchardorr^  who  began  the 
equestrian  statue,  in  bronse,  frf  Louis  XIIF,  King  of 
France,  which  id  at  Paris,  enjoyed  during  fifteen  years, 
(that  is  to  say,  umil  his  death,  which  surprised  him  in  the 
middle  of  bis  work,)  a  pension  of  15,000/to.  per  annum. 


FBOM  JOHN  MEHKIiUN  TO  THOlfAS  J9WWMMB0H*       . 

Excellent  Sir, 

As  Ibive  seen  the  distress  of  your  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen, I  impk>r^  you  will  Q9e  your  ntnio^t  endeavors  to 
extrk^ate  them  from  this  unhappy  affair.  They  are  now 
in  real  Want,  having  only  three  poor  sous  per  day  each 
tnan  to  live  on,  which  will  scarce  keep  life,  in  the  cold 
prison  they  are  confined  in.  The  people  in  whom  they 
confided  having  got  all  the  rhoney  they  had,  three 
poor  guineas  excepted,  and  which  they  expect  the  law- 
yers at  Brest  will  demand,  as  they  sent  for  ten  guineas 
to  carry  on  the  suit ;  but  the  poor  men  have  nor  such 
a  sum.  And  if  they  do  not  send  money,  they  will  be 
deserted,  ^nd  they  will  Ixjse  their  liberty  and  property, 
andnheir  unfonuhate  femilies  will  fee- ruined  and  suffer 
for  a  crime  they  are  innocent  of,  without  your  ptotec- 
lion  an?d  iwsistanee. 

Tbe*  officers,  and  every  one  who  saw  die  condition  they 
wefe  in  when  they  came  in  here,  own  they  most  either 
perish  at  sea  for  ^ant  of  pro vi^on^  and  repairs,  or  come 
Imo  this  plaeej  all  their  profistens  being  so  near  out,  as 
tjot  to  hare  tasted  fWo  diys  at  most,  and  the  ^ffiocfrs  have 


9S  THOBCAS  JEFS^Sm^'-JOmf  JAY. 

not  the  least  isiicufmtaiitial  proof  agtfinst  tbem^  only  pint 
suspicions.  ^ 

The  officers  have  confined  them  the  saoie  as  eominalsi 
and  give  only  the  allowance  destined  for  criminals.  The 
people  who  came  to  get  what  they  could  from  them^  now 
they  are  in  distress,  have  entirely  ahandoned  ihem.  I 
then  ^treat  your  Excellency  to  use  your  epdoaytH^  to 
relieve  and  favor  those  objects  of  compassion,  who,  in  a 
strange  land,  are  not  aUe^to  redress  their  grievances. 
Exert,  then,  your  influence  in  favor  of  your  distressed — ^I 
dare  siay  innocent-countrymen;  their  troubles  are  so  great, 
that  I  fear  they  will  not  be  able  to  bear  them*  Should 
Commodore  John  Paul  Jone«be  at  Versailles,  I  entreat 
you  to  present  him  my  respects.  You  will  pardon  the 
liberty  I  take. 

I  4im,  &c., 

JOHN  MEHEGAN. 


Paris,  November  14, 1785. 

.         Sir,  > 

I  take  the  liberty  of  troublbg  yojur  Excellency  on  be- 
half of  six  citizens  of  ^  United  States,  who  have  been 
for  some  time  confined  in  the  prison^  of  St.  Pol  de  JUeon, 
and  of  referring  for  particulars  to  the  enclosed  state  of 
their  case.  Some  of  the  material  facts  thereiin  oiention- 
ed  are  founded^  the  bill  of  ^le  for  the  vessel^  her  olear- 
ance  from  Bakknore,  and  ^er  log^KKJu  Tbe  origioab 
of  tbe  two  last,  and  a  copy  of  tbe  first,  are  in  my  b^nds* 
I  have  also  letters  fipom  a  mercfaant  in ,  Liverpool  to 
Asqoitby  Hibicb  r^der  it.  very  probable  ibat  his  vessel 
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was  bound  to  Liverpool.  The  other  circamstances  de- 
]>end  on  their  affirmatioD ;  but  1  must  say  that  in  these 
facts  they  have  been  uniibrm  and  steady.  I  have  thus 
long  avoided  troubling  your  Excellency  with  this  case,  in 
hopes  it  would  receive  its  decision  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  law,  and  I  relied  that  that  would  indemnify  the  suf- 
ferers, if  they  had  been  used  unjustly.  But  though  they 
have  been  in  close  confinement  now  near  three  months, 
it  has  yet  no  appearance  of  approaching,  to  decision.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  cold  of  the  winter  is  coming  on,  and, 
to  men  in  their  situation,  may  produce  events  which  would 
render  all  indemnification  too  late.  I  must,  therefore, 
pray  the  assistance  of  your  Excellency  for  the  liberation 
of  iheir  persons,  if  the  established  order  of  things  m^iy 
possibly  admit  of  it.  iVs  to  their  property  and  their  per- 
sonal sufferings  hitherto,  I  have  fall  confidence  that  the 
laws  have  provided  for  their  discussion  soqie  tribunal 
where  justice  will  be  done  them.  I  enclose  the  opinion 
of  an  advocate,  forwarded  to  me  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
had  desired  to  obtain,  from  some  judicious  person  of  that 
faculty,  a  state  of  their  case.  This  may,  perhaps,  give 
a  better  idea  than  I  can  of  the  situation  of  their  cause. 
His  inc^uines  have  led  him  to  believe  they  are  innocent 
men ;  but  that  they  most  lose  their  vessel  under  the  edict 
which  forbids  those  under  thirty  tons  to  approach  the 
coast.  Admitting  their  innocence  as  he  does,  I  should 
suppose  them  not  the  objects  on  whom  su(^  edict  vfzs 
meant  to  operate.  The  essential  papers,  which  he  says 
they  redemanded  from  him  and  did  not  return,  were  sent 
to  me  at  my  d^sire^^ 


I  JUL 


The  €tu€  ^f  Luur  AtfuA^  mhmt  wf  tk 

William  J%mf$tm,  WmmmKdn^^ 
mantun^  mii  WiUuum  tamkr^ 


Lifter  kttfvAi^  a  dttzea  of  the  Sbde  of  HarrfaBiI, 
btfwg  a  lawsoft  depenHDf;  in  Eogbod,  vtnch  reyked 
bif  preieiice,  if  mrdfia^  m  its  isoe  nearij  his  wbok 
fertofiey  determioed  to  go  timber  in  a  small  scboooer  of 
bif  oint^  that  he  mtghty  at  the  fame  time,  take  with  him 
an  adreotnre  of  tobacco  and  floor  to  Liverpool,  where 
be  bad  coonnercial  coonenons.  Thb  schooner  he  por- 
ebifed  af  of  fift/'oine  and  a  half  tons,  as  appears  hj  bb 
^  bill  of  fale ;  but  fhe  had  been  registered  by  her  owner  at 
tweotjr-one  tonf ,  in  order  to  erade  the  double  duties  in 
Eogland,  to  which  American  vessels  are  now  subject. 
He  cleared  out  from  Baltimore  for  Liverpool,  the  11th 
of  June,  1785,  with  eight  hogsheads  of  tobacco  and 
sixty  barrels  of  flour,  but  ran  aground  at  Smith's  point, 
sprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  Baltimore  to 
re6t;  having  flopped  bis  leak,  he  took  his  cargo  on 
board  again,  and,  his  health  being  infirm,  he  engaged 
Captain  William  McNeil*  to  go  with  him,  and  on  the 
dOib  June  sailed  for  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  and  on  the 
99d  oame  to  in  Hampton  roads,  at  the  moutti  of  the 


•This  WM  Hie  ofllofr,  who,  oa  ihe  evMoatm  of  Fw  Mittm, 
aHfr  ihc  British  had  passed,  tha  (^evaux-^frize  in  the  Dflawane^ 
wak  left  with  fiAeen  men  to  destroy  the  works;  which  he  did,  ^nd 
brought  ofT  hia  men  Bucessfully.  He  had,  l>efore  that,  been  eom- 
maadar  of  tha  liattlesnake  sloop  of  war,  and  had  much  annoyed 
tha  Britiah  trada.  Baing  bred  a  aeaman,  he  had  retomed  to  that 
vooatioa. 
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rirer  on  whtefa  Noffi>Ik  b.  Leataing  here  that  tobacco 
would  be  better  tbaa  flour  for  the  English  market,  be 
laoded  fifij  barrels  of  his  flour,  and  one  hogshead  of  to* 
bacco,  which  he  found  to  be  bad|  meaimig  to  tak^^  hh 
siead  thereof,  nine  hogsheads  ,  of  tobacco'  mpre«  But 
the  same  night  it  began  to  blow  very  hard,  with  much 
ram.  The  23d,  the.  storm  became  more  heavy  ;  they 
let  go  both  their  anchors^  but  were  driven,  notwiihstand-* 
bg,  from  their  anchorage,  fon^  to  put  to  sea,  and  go 
before  the  wind.  The  occurrences  of  their  voyage  wilt 
be  best  detailed  by  sborV  extracts  from  their  log-book; 

June  34th.  The  weather  becomes  wch^  ;  one.  of  the 
ibreshrouds  and  the  foremast  carried  away. 

Juae  25|h.  Shifted  their  ballast,  which  threw  them  oa 
their  beam  ends,  and  shipped  a  very  heavy  s^.' 

Ifeld  a  ooQsultation ;  the  result  of  which  was,  itm 
aeeiflg  they  tw^ere  bow  <lriven  so  far  to  sea,  and  the 
weather  continuing  still  very  bad,  it  was  better  lo  ^eet 
for  Liverpool,  their  pprt  of  desttfiation ;  though  they  had 
not  their  cargo  on^board,  and  no  other  clearaoee  but  that 
which  they  took  from  Baltimore. 

June  29ih.  The  first  observation  they  had  been  able  to 
take,  W.  Lat.  38°  13^. 

Juoiei  30th.  Winds  begin  to  be  light,  but  the  »ea  still 
very  h^avy.  ^ 

Jtily  5th.  Light  winds  and  a  smooth  sea,  for  the  6rst 
lime,  in  Lat.  43°  52'. 

July  9th.  Spoke  a  French  brig^  Gomte  d'Aitois,  Oip* 
tain  Pieore  Monreaitx,  from  St.  Maloes,  in  dktross  fi»r 
piavkions;  refieved  her  with  tbfae  barrels  i^flotfr. 

August  6th.  Tbidc  weigher  ttid. a  stiKHigwuKi;  made 
the  Land's  End  d*  Eki^nd.  > 
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Aagust  7th.  Un9blQ  to  fetch  the  hoi,  therefore  bore 
off  for  Scilly,  and  came  to  with  both  ailchors ;  drove  not- 
withstanding,  and  obliged  to  get  up  the  anchors  and  pm  to 
sea,  itunning  southwardly. 

'•  August  8th.    Made  the  land  of  France,  but  did  not 
know  what  part. 

Here  the  log-book  ends ;  at  this  time  they  had  on  board 
but  10  gallons  of  water,  4  or  5  pounds  of  bread,  2  or  8 
pounds  of  candles,  no  firewood,  their  sails  unfit  to  be 
trusted  to  any  longer,  and  ail  their  materials  ibr  mending 
them  exhausted  by  thes  const^iit  repairs  which  the  vkh 
fence  of  the  weather  had  called  for.  They  therefore  took 
a  pilot  aboard,  who  carried  them  in^o  Port  du  Val ;  but 
being  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  vi^ssel  there  that  ihe 
schooner  was  too  sharp  built  (as  the  American  vessels 
fldostly  were)  to  lie  in  that  port,  he  put  out  immediately, 
and  the  next  morning  the  pilot  i)rought  him  to  anchor  in 
the  port  of  the  Isle  de  Bas.  He  went  immediately  to 
Rdscoff,  and  protested  at  the  Acknin^lty  the  true  state  of 
his  case,  and  reported  his  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  custoi»» 
house.  In  making  the  report  of  his  vessel,  stated  her  as 
81  tons.  The  officer  inforaied  him  that  if  she  was  no 
larger,  she  would  be  confiscated  by  an  edict,  which  forbade 
til  vessels  under  30  tons  to  approach  the  coast;  he  told 
the  officer  what  was  the  real  truth  as  to  his  register  and 
his.  bill  of  sale,  and  was  permitted  to  report  her  accord- 
ing tothe  latter.  He  paid  the  usual  fees  of  lOZio.  7«., 
and  obtained  a  clearance*  Notwttlistaiulsiig  tbii,  hb^as 
;K)On  visited  by  other  persons,  whom  he  supposes  to 
have  been  Ckmmu  of  the  Ferma  who  seized  his  vessel, 
eeiried  ber  to  tbe  pier,  and  confined  the  crew  to  the  ves- 
sel and  half  the  pier,  putting  seotkiels  over  them.    They 
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brougltt  a  gaug^r^.  wJ[)q  mea^red  her  boM  and  part  of  lier 
steerage  i  allowing  nothing  for  the  cockpit^  cabin,  ibre- 
oastie,  and  above  one-half  the  steerage,  which  is  almost 
half  the  vessel,  and  thiKT  made  her  contents  (if  that  had 
been  of  any  importance)  mocb  below  tl^e  truths.  The 
tobacco  was  weighed,  and  found  to  be  6,4871bs.,''^  which 
w^s  itent  on  the  18th  to  Landivisiam,  and  on  the  19th 
fhey  were  committed  jto  close  prison  at  &•  Pol  de  Leop, 
where  they  have  been  confined  Qver  since.  They  had, 
when  they  first  l^uled,  some  money,  of  which  they  were 
soon  disembarrassed  by  different  perspns,  who,  in  va- 
rious forms,  undertook  to  serve  them.  Unabl^  to  speak 
jor  understand  a  word  of  the  language  of  the  country, 
iriendl^s,  and  l^t  without  money,  they  h^ve  languishetd 
tbree  months  in  a  loathsome  jail,  without  any  other  sus- 
lenao(Mi,  a  great  part  of  the  time,  than  what  could  be 
prodded  ibr  tbted  sous  a  day>  which  have  been  furnished 
then^  to  prevent  tb^r  perishing.  Th^y  have  been  made 
to  understand  that  a  criminal  process  k  going  on  against 
ifaem  under  two- heads.  Ist.  As  having  sold  tobacco  in 
cootraband ;  and,  2d,  as  having  entered  a  port  of 
France  in  a  vessel  of  less  than  30  tons  burden.  In  sup- 
p&ct  of  the  first  charge,  they  understand  thai  the  cir^tn- 
stance  is  relied  on,  of  their  having  been  seep  off  (he 
coast  by  the  Employes  de$  F^rmes;  (me  ot  two  dayf. 

•  A  hogshead  of  tobacco  weighs  generally  about  l,0001bs.  Eng- 
'  lisb,  equal  to  9171bs.  French  ;  the  7  hogsheads  he  sailed  with  would 
therefore  weigh,  according  to  this  estimate,  6,4231bs.  TTwy  actual- 
ly weighed  mdfe  on  the  first  essay.  When'itfftrwiirfs.weiglied  at 
LaadiTiaaUy  they  had  kst  841bs.  from  being  oacrifd  idio  a  drier  ak. 
Perhaps,  too,  a  diiference  of  weights  inay  hi^ve  catered  into  this  ap- 
parent loss. 

Vol.  III. — 1 
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They  actnowtedge  they  may  have  been  so  seen  while 
beating  off  Pdrt  du  Val  till  they  coold  get  a  pilot,  whSe 
entering  the  port ;  and  again^  g^g  round  from  thence  to 
the  road  of  the  Isle  de  Bas.  The  Reasons  for  this  hare 
been  explained.  They  farther  add^  that  all  the  time  they 
urere  at  Port  du  Val,  they  had  ii  King's  officer  on  board, 
from  whom,  as  well  as  from  their  pilot  and  the  capftoin,  by 
whose  advice  they  left  that  port  for  the  road  of  the  Islede 
Bas,  information  can  b^  obtained  by  their  accusers  (who 
are  not  imprisoned)  of  the  tme  motives  for  that  measure, 
ft  is  said  to  be  urged,  also,  that  there  was  found  in  their  ves- 
sel some  loose  tobacco  in  a  blanket,  which  excites  a  suspi* 
Cion  that  they  had  been  selling  tobacco.  >  When  tliey 
were  stoWitrg  their  lading,  they  broke  a  hogshead,  as  is 
always  necessary,  and  is  always  done  to  fill  op  the  stow- 
age, and  to  consolidate  and  kee{>  the  whole  mass  firm 
-and  in  place.  The  loosed  tobacco  which  bad  eome  out  of 
the  broken  hogshead,  they  repacked  in  bags;  but 
in  the  course  of  die  distresses  of  their  disastrous  voy- 
age, they  had  employed  these  ba^,  as  they  bad  done 
every  thing  else  of  the  same  nature^  in  mending  tbeir 
sails.  The  condition  of  their  sails  when  they  came,  into 
port  will  prove  this;  and  they  were  setn  (^witnesses 
enoo^,  to  whom  thafracousersy  being  at  liberty,  can  have 
access^  Besides,  the  sale  of  a  part  of  their  tobacco  k  a 
fact  which,  had  it  taken  place,  might  have  been  proved. 
But  they  deny  that  it  has  been  proved,  or  even  can  be 
pi^ovedby  true  men,  because  it  never  existed.  And  they 
hope  the  ^stioe  of  this  country  doea not  permit  strangers 
seeking  4n  then*  ports  an  asylum  ktm  deaths  to  be  throun 
into  jail  and  continued  there  indefinitely,  on  the  possibiH-' 
ty  of  a  fact  without  any  proof;  more  especially  when. 
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las  in  the  p^resent  ca^,  a-d^moostration  to  tbe  contrary  Js 
furnished  by  their  clearance,  which  shows  they  aeyer  bad 
more  than  «igW  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board|  of  wkich 
poe  Jiad  beefl  put  ashore  at  Hampton  in  Virginia,  as  ba^ 
been  beibre  related,  and.  the  seven  others  remained  whea 
they  first  edie^d  port.  If.  they  had  been  samplers  of 
tobacco,  the  opposite  coast  offered  a  much  fairer  fields  be- 
cause ths  gain  there  is  so  great,  because  tbey  understand 
ib^  language  and  laws  of  the  country,  -tbey  know  its  har^ 
bors  and  coasts,  and  bave  connexions  in  them.  These 
ciiciimst^ncQs  are  $o  important  to  smugglers,  tfa((t  tbey  4o 
p^t  expect  an  insianqe  has  ever  occurred  of  the  coojU^ 
band  of  tobacco  s^empte4  oa  th^  side  the  chaimel,  by  a 
crew  wholly  Anaerican.  Be  this  as  it  may,  ihey  are  not 
x4  that  description  of  mw. 

As  to  the  second  cbiirge,  that  tbey  no^y  bave  entetad 
a  pert  of  Fratice  in  41  vessel  of  less  tbaa  thirty  tons  huiP- 
den,  they,  in  the  first  place,  observe,  tbat  tbey  saw  tbe 
gauger  measure  tbe  vessel,  and  affirm  that  this  method  of 
ineasuring  coold  render  liulo  more  tbap  half. her  true  coo- 
teiQts;  but  tbey  ^^y  further)  that  were  she  below  the  site 
of  tbirty  tons,  and,  when  catering  the  port,  bad  they  knowji 
of  the  alternative  of  either  forfeiting  their  vessel  and  eai^ 
go,  or  of  perishing  at  sea,  tbey  must  still  bave  entered 
the  port;  the  loss  of  their  vessel  and  iwgo  being  tbe 
less  eviU  But  tbe  cbaracter  of  the  lawgiver  assures 
tbem  that  tbe  intention  of  bis;  lajws  is  perverted^  when 
misapplied  to  persons^  who.  under  their  0]reUi^staqQei9i 
take  refuge  in  his  ports.  They  b^ve  np  occasion  to  recur 
from  his  clemency  to  bis  justice,  by  claiming  the  benefit 
of  that  article  in  the  treaty  which  binds  the  two  nations 
together,  and  which  assures  to  the  fugitives  of  either. 
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from  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  a  bdspihble  reception,  and 
without  measuring  the  size  of  th^ir  vessel. 

Upon  the  whole,  they  protest  themselvw  to  be  as  in- 
iK)cent  as  tliey  have  been  unfortunate.  Instead  of  relief 
in  a  friendly  port,  they  have  seen  their  misfoilttties  aggra- 
vated by  the  conduct  of  joflfcers,  who,  in  th^ii  greedijiess 
fof  gain,  can  see  in  no  circumstance  any  thing  but  proofs 
of  guilt.  They  have  already  long  suflferedj  and  are  still 
sufiering,  wliatever  scanty  sustenance  an-incleoi^l  s^as6n 
and  close  confinement  can  offfer  most  distressing  V>  meh 
Wh6  have  been  used  to  neither,  and  who  have  wives' tad 
children  at  home  participating  of  their  distresses.  They 
ar^  utterly  ignorant  oi  the  laws  and  language  of  the 
country  wl>ere  they  are  sufiering ;  they  i^re  deprived  of 
that  property  which  would  enable  them  tOt  procure  coun- 
sel to  place  their  injuries  in  a  true  light ;  they  are  distant 
fi6m  the  stations  of  those  whd  are  appointed  by  their 
cbuntry  to  patronize  their  rights ;  they  are  not  at  fiberty 
to  go  to  them,  nor  able  to  have  communication  through 
any  other  than  the  uncertain  medium  of  the  posts  ;  and 
they  see  thetnselves  already  ruined  by  the  losses  aad^  de- 
lays they  have  been  mtide  to  incur,  and  by  the  failure  of 
the  original  object  of  their  voyage. 

They  throw  themselves,  therefore,  on  the  pati^onage  of 
the  Government,  and  pray  that  its  energy  may  be  inter- 
posed in  aid  of  their  poverty  atid  ignorance,  to  restore 
them  to  their  liberty,  and  to  extend  to  them  that  retribu- 
tion which  the  laws  of  every  country  mean  to  extend  to 
Ihose  who  suffifrr  unjustly. 
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Account  of  disbursements  and  money  paid  by  John  Biot 
fy  Co.y  merchants  in  Morlaix,  to  Mr.  Lister  Asquith 
and  his  crew,  since  the  beginning  of  the^ir  detainment 
in  the  prison  of  St,  Pol  de  Leon  to  this  day,  in  come- 
quence  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Jefferson's  desire  to 
Messrs,  Borgnois  des  Bordes,  freres,  merchants  in 
Brest;  said  detainment  proceeding  from  the  seizure 
and  condemnation  by  the  Farmers  General^  of  the 
schooner  called  William  and  Catharine^  the  9th  Au- 
gust, 1785,  in  the  harbor  of  Roscoff,  viz: 

June  9th,  1786. 
To  cash  paid  Mr.  Lister  Asquith,  for  his  own 

and  his  crew's  maintenance  in  St.  Pol  jail, 

from  the  22d  October,  1785,    till  15th  of 

this  present  month  of  June,  included,  being 

two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  days,  at  twen- 
ty sous  per  day  per  joaan,  or  six  livres  per 

day  for  the  six  men  -  -  -  1422  00  p 

To  cash  paid  to  the  attorney  in  St.  Pol,  for 

signifying  the  appeal  from  the  first  judg- 
ment of-the  custom-house  in  Brest  -  14  12  9 
To  sundry  postages  to  Morlaix,  and  messages 

sent  from  Morlaix  to  St  Pol,  forward  and 

backward   -  -  -  -  -  18  10  0 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Glean,  attorney  in  Brest,  for 

notification  of  the  appeal  of  the  sentence 

issued  in  Brest,  and  signification  of  same  to 

the  custom-house  attorney,  and  to  the  entree 

poseur  in  Landivisiau  -  -  -  13  15  0 

To  sundry  postages  paid  by  Messrs.  des  Bordes, 

in  Brest,  &c.  -  -  -  -    18  14  0 

Postage  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  last  message         -    30  10  0        49    4  0 
To  cash  paid  Mr.  Gte^y^  interpreter  in  Brtsf, 

for  his  trouble  and  actingsi  -  -  -  12  00.0 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Derm,  ettfrepoieur  in  Landi- 
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visiau,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Far- 
mers General,  in  consequence  of  the  agree- 
ment passed  and  settled  betwixt  him  and 

Mr.  Lister  Asquith,  in  the  prison  of  St.  Pol, 

the  3d  of  this  present  month  of  Jtine,  for  the 

foUowmg  causes,  viz : 
The  charges  of  prochs-perhd  seizure  of  IDih 

August       -  -  -  -  -    19  16  6 

For  the  cost  and  lawsuit  at  the  custom4iouse 
*  office  in  Brest  •  -  .        -  -    82  17  1 

For  jail  fees  paid  by  the  custom-house,  for  Mr. 

Asquith.  and  his  crew,'  during  ten  months, 

at  fifty-four  livreS  per  mouth  -  -  540  Oa  0 

Tor  cost,  reporting  and  comptrolling  of  the 

aforesaid  action  of  the  8d  June       -  -    37    5  0      679  18  7 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Asquith  and  his  crew,  the 

23d  March,  in   consequence   of  Messrs. 

des  Bordes's  letter,  13th  said  month,  for 

buying  clothes  to  cover  them  in  jail,  as 

per  receipt,   twelve  livres  to  each  man, 

being         -  v        -  -  ^  -.  72  00  0 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Lister  Asquith  and  crew, 

for  their  travelling  expenses  going  home, 

according   to  Mr.  Jefferson^s   order,   2$d 

May,  one  guinea  per  ^nan,  as  per  receipt    •  144  00  0 


9426  00  4 


To  interest  of  said  sum,  from  22d  October  to 
this  day,  valued  at  3  per  cent,  livre  -    72  15  8 

Tp  commission  and  trouble  of  said  John  Diot 
&  Co.  writings,  translations,  and  other  do- 
ings in  this  afiair    -  -  .  -  121    6  0      194    1  8 


lAivres  fieiO    2  0 


Amounting,  the  witbio  account  of  our  clisburseoientfl, 
and  money  paid  to  and  for  Mr.  Lister  Asquith  and  his 
crew,  to  two  thouMnd  six  hundred  and  twenty  liyres 


DIPLOMATIC  C0RRES9»0NDENCE.  10^ 

and  two  sous,  a9  per  particulars  in  the  said  accouDt^ 
which  we  certify  to  be  true  and  sincere. 

JOHN  DIOT  &  Co. 

St.  Pol  de  Leon,  June  9,  1786. 

I,  the  underwritten,  66  hereby  acknowledge  and  certify 
that  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  above  account,  amount- 
ing to  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  livres  two 
sous.  Have  effisctually  and  truly  been  paid  to  and  for  me, 
as  mentioned  in  the  above  said  account,  by  Messrs.  John 
Diot  fe  Co.,  by  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  Thomas 
JeflFerson,  Esq.,  to  Messrs.  Borgncws  des  Bordes,  freres,. 
merchants  in  Brest,  to  whom  said  sum  is  lawfiiUy  doe. 

USTER  ASQUITH. 

St.  Poi  de  Leon,  Jane  9, 178(5. 


FROM  THOMAS  J^FFfiRSON  TO  BARON  DG  STAEL. 

Palis,  June  12, 1786, 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  desire,  I  will 
thmw  on  paper  snob  considerations  as  occur  to  me  on  the 
question,  ^^  How  may  the  island  of  St.  Bartholomew  be 
rendered  instrumental  for  promoting  cotnmerce  between 
Sweden  and  the  United  States  ?"  They  will  be  rapid, 
undigested,  and  incomplete ;  but  a  desire  of  contribniing 
to  bind  the  two'  countries  together  in  interest,  and  a  re- 
spect for  your  commands,  will  induce  me  to  hazard  them. 
I  shall  make  the  interest  of  Sweden  the  basis  of  my 
theory,  because  we  have  no  right  to  expect  her  to  depart 
ivom  them  in  order  to  promote  ours. 

Ancient  nations  conmdered  colonies  principally  as  re^ 
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ceptacles  for  a  too  numerous  population,  and  as  natural 
and  useful  allies  in  times  of  war.     Bat  modern  nations^ 
viewing  commerce  as  an  object  of  first  importance,  value 
colonies  chiefly  as  instruments  for  the  increase  of  that. 
This  is  principally  effected  by  tlieir  taking  commodities 
from  the  mother  State,  whether  raised  within  herself,  or 
obtained  elsewhere,  in  the  course  of  her  trade,  and  fur- 
nbhing,  in  return,  coWial  productions  necessary  f<^  ber 
consumption^  or  for  her  commerce  of  exchange  with  other 
nations.     Jn  this  way  the  colonies  of  Spain,  Portugal, 
France,  and  England  have  been  chiefly  subservient  to 
the  advantages  of  their  n^otber  country.     In  this  way,  too, 
in  a  smallc^r  d^ree,  has  Denmark  derived  utility  from  her 
American  colonies  ;  and  so,  also,  Holland,  except  as  to 
the  island  of  St.  Eustatius :  this  is  by  nature  a  rock,  bar- 
ren and  unproductive  id  itself;  but  its  owners  became 
sensible  that  what  nature  had  denied   it,   policy  could 
more  than  supply.     It  was  conveniently  situated  for  car- 
rying on  contraband  trade  with  both  the  continents,  and 
with  the  islands  of  America.     They  made  it,  therefore, 
an  entrepdt  for  alt  nations..    Hither  are  brought  the  pro- 
ductions of  every  other  pan  of  America,  and  the  Datcb 
give  in  exchange  such  articles  as  in  the  course  of  their 
commerce  they  can  most  advantageously  gather  up ;  and 
it  is  a  question  on  which  they  will  not  enable  us  to  decide, 
whether  by  furnishing  Americair  productions  to  the  com- 
merce of  Holland,  and  by  finding  vent  for  such  produc- 
tions of  the  old  world  as  die  Dutch  merchants  obtain  to 
advantage,  the  barren  rock  of  St.  Eustatilis  does  not  give 
more  activity  to  their  comitieroe,  and  leave  with  them 
greater  profits,  than  their  more  fertile  possessions  on  the 
eontineni  of  South  Amerrca.    The  Danes,  finding  that 
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their  islaods  were  capable  of  yielding  bat  moderate  ad- 
vantages by  their  native  productions,  have  also  laid  them 
open  to  foreign  commerce,  in  order  to  draw  through  tbem 
articles  which  they  do  not  produce  in  themselves,  or  not 
in  great  quantities.  Bui  these  nations,  only  half  emanci-* 
pated  from  the  fetters  of  commercial  prejudices,  have 
taken  only  half  a  step  towards  placing  these  institutions 
on  their  best  footing.  Both  the  Dutch  and  Danish  free 
ports  are  under  Testrictions,  which  discourage  very  much 
the  operations  of  exchange  in  them. 

The  island  of  St.  Bartholomew,  lately  ceded  to  Swe- 
den, is,  if  I  am  rightly  informed^  oapable  of  furnishing 
little  of  lis  own  productiQn3  to  that  country.  It  remainSi 
then,  to  make  it  the  instrument  for  obtaining,  through  its 
intermediation,  such  American  productions  as  Sweden 
can  consume  or  dbpose  of,  and  for  finding,  in  return,  a 
vent  for  the  native  productions  of  Sweden.  Liet  us  sup- 
pose it  then  made  a  free  port>  without  a  single  restric- 
tion. These  consequences  will  follow :  Ist.  It  will  draw 
to  itself  that  tide  of  commerce  which  at  present  sets  to- 
wards the  Dutch  and  Danish  islands,  because  vessels 
going  to  tliese  are  often  obliged  to  negotiate  a  part  of 
their  cargoes  at  St.  Eustatius,  and  to  go  to  St.  Thomas 
to  negotiate  the  residue ;  whereas,  when  I  hey  shall  know 
that  there  is  a  port  where  all  articles  are  free  both  for 
importation  and  exportation,  they  will  go  to  that  port 
which  enables  them  to  perform,  by  one  voyage,  the  ex- 
changes which,  hitherto,  they  could  only  effect  by  two« 
2d.  Every  species  of  American  produce,  whether  of  the 
precious  metals  or  of  commodities^  which  Sweden  may 
want  for  its  own  consumption,  or  as  aliment  for  its  com- 
merce with  other  nations,  will  be  collected,  either  fairly 
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or  by  contraband)  fpta  the  magaaines  of  Sc.  BartlioloiDew. 
3d.  All  the  productions  which^  Swedes  can  furni^  A*oin 
within  itself,  or  obtain  to  advantage  from  other  nations, 
will,  In  like  manner,  be  deposited  in  the  magazines  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  and  will  be  cartied  to  the  several  parts 
of  America,  in  payment '  for  what  shall  be  taken  frc^ 
them. 

If  it  be  objected  that  this  unrestrained  license  will  give 
opportunity  to  the  subjects  of  Mher  natbns  to  carry  on 
exclianges  there,  in  which  Sweden  wilt  be  noways  inter*, 
ested :  I  say,  1st.  That  there  will  he  few  of  these* opera- 
tKHis  into  which  the  Swedish  oievchants  wil)  not  be  taken, 
in  the  beginning,  or  in  the  long  ran.  2d«  That  there 
Will  be  few  of  these  exchanges,  into  which  productions  will 
not  enter,  when  productions  are  wanted  in  retui*n.  3d. 
That,  suppose  neither  Swedish  merchants  nor  producUons 
enter  into  the  operation,  what  objectioiis  can  Sweden  have 
to  other  people's  meeting  in  one  of  her  ports,  tacarry  on 
their  commercial  exchanges  ?  On  the  contrary,  would  not 
every  enlightened  nation  be  glad  if  all  others  would  come 
to  her,  as  a  common  centre  for  commercial  operations  ? 
If  all  the  merchants  who  make  the  exchanges  of  com- 
merce in  Amsterdam,  London,  Lisbon,  Leghorn,  &c. 
would  go,  by  common  consent,  to  perform  these  opera- 
tions in  Stockholm,  would  that  wise  GFOvernment  obstruct 
such  an  assembly  ?  If  all  the  exchanges  now  made  in 
the  several  ports  of  the  two  continents,  and  of  the  iskndt^ 
of  America — in  Philadelphia,  for  instance,  Charleston,  &» 
Eustatius,  Porto  Belto,  Rb  Janeiro— were  proposed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  island  of  St.  Bartholomew,  would  that 
bland  be  rendered  thereby  less  able  to  promote  the  com- 
merce of  the  mother  country  ? 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  107 

Thene  gcnerai  obaervatiwis  have  anticiptted  tbe  an^- 
swer  to  our  question,  How  may  tbe  idaud  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew be  rendered  instrumental  to  the  particular  com- 
merce between  Sweden  and  tbe  United  States?  The 
United  States  bare  much  occasion  for  tbe  produciioos  of 
Sweden,  particulady  for  its  hron ;  for  a  part  of  this  tfaey 
can  furnish  indigo,  rice,  tobacco ;  and,  so  far,  tbe  exchange 
may  be  effected  by  the  raercluints  of  the  two  countries 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  of  Sweden«  The 
surplus  of  their  wants  they  cannot  take  at  all,  unless  Swe- 
den will  aditiinister  to  them  the  means  of  paying  for  it ; 
this  she  may«do,  by  receiving  at  St.  Bartholooiew  wbatr 
ever  prodoetions  tbey  will  bring.  Tbey  will,  of  course, 
send  their  flour,  salt  fish,  and  other  things  wanting  in  the 
Other  ports  of  America,  which,  by  tbe  Swedish  nierchant 
at  St.  Bartholomew,  will  be  run  into  those  ports,  and 
exchanged  for  precious  metals  or  commerciable  commo- 
dities; or,  the  American  merchant,  taking  on  himself 
these  operations,  will  run  his  flour  or  salt  fish  into  those 
ports  himsejf,  take  cash,  or  such  commerciable  articles  as 
suh  Sweden,  and  go  with  these  to  St.  Bartholomew,  to 
pay  for  the  icon  be  wants. 

The  interest  of  the  United  States,  then,  is,  that  St. 
Bartholomew  be  made  a  port  of  unlimited  freedom  ;  and 
such,  too,  is  evidently  the  interest  of  Sweden.  If  it  be 
freed  by  halves,  the  free  ports  of  other  nations,  at  pre- 
sent in  possession  of  the  commerce,  will  retain  it  against 
any  new  port  offering  no  superior  advantages.  The 
situation  of  St.  Bartholomew  is  very  favorable  to 
these  views,  as  it  is  among  the  post  windward,  and 
therefore  the  most  accessible  of  the  West  India  islands. 
How  far  tfaey  may  be  seconded  by  the  character  of  its 
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port,  the  Goverament  of  Sweden  wili  best  know,  4t8  they 
have  taken  the  necessary  information  on  that  point* 

Unacquainted  with  the  details  of  commerce,  I  am  able 
to  present  only  general  views  of  this  subject ;  they  are 
^uch)  however,  as  experience  seems  to  have  proved ; 
they  may  appear  founded  on  a  wadt  of  attention  to  the 
laws  of  society,  inconsistent  with  sound  morality.  But 
first  let  the  line  be  drawn  between  the  just  and  equal 
regulations  of  associated  States,  and  the  partial  and  op- 
pressive rescripts  of  metropolitan  cupidity,  and  we  shall 
see  whether  the  interloper,  or  the  legislator  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  is  on  the  right  side  of  that  Kne;  They  will  need 
apology  ibr  another  cause,  wher^  it  will  be  more  difficult 
to  be  found ;  that,  as  they  off^r  notbidg  bat  what  would 
have  occurred,  and  in  a  better  form,  to  yourself,  nobody 
is  more  sensible  of  this  than  myself,  and  1  can  expect 
your  indulgence  only  by  praying  you  to  cotteider  them^ 
not  as  pretending  to  any  information  which  you  do  not 
already  posse  ss,  but  as  the  offerings  of  that  perfect  esteem^ 
with  whwh 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

TH :  JEFFERSOW. 

-^*»>g^  <«*■■■■» 

FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Paris,  July  11.  178$* 

Dear  Sir, 

Qar  instructions  relative  to  the  Barbary  States  having 

re^uired<us  to  proceed  by  way  (^  negotiation,  to  obtain 

their  peace,. it  became  our  duty  to  da  this  to  the  best  of 

oUr  power.    Whatever  migjit  be  our  privatie  opinions, 
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they  were  to  be  suppressed,  and  the  line  marked  out  to 
us  was  to  be  followed.  It  has  been  so,  honestly  and  zeal- 
ously. It  was,  therefore,  never  material  for  us  to  consult 
together  on  the  best  plan  of  conduct  towards  these 
States.  I  acknowledge  I  very  early  thought  it  would  be 
best  to  effect  a  peace  through  the  medium  of  war. 
Though  it  is  a  question  with  which  we  have  nothing^  to 
do,  yet  as  you  proposed  some  discussion  of  it,  I  shall 
trouble  you  with  my  reasons.  Of  the  four  positions  laid 
down  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  agree  to  the 
tln-ee  first ;  which  are,  in  substance,  that  the  good  o^ces 
of  our  friends  cannot  ptocure  us  a  peace,  without  paying 
its  price  ;  that  they  cannot  materially  lessen  that  price ; 
and  that  paying  it,  we  can  have  peace  in  spite  of  the  in- 
trigues of  our  enemies.  As  to  the  fourth,  that  the  longer 
the  negotiation  is  delayed,  the  larger  will  be  the  demand  : 
this  will  depend  on  the  intermediate  captures ;  if  they 
are  many  and  rich,  the  price  may  be  raised  ;  if  few  and 
poor,  it  will  be  lessened.  However,  if  it  is  decided  that 
we  shall  buy  a  peace,  1  know  no  reason  for  delaying  the 
operatien,  but  should  rather  think  it  ought  to  be  hasten* 
led.     But  I  should  prefer  obtaijiing  it  by  war. 

1st.  Justice  is  in  favor  of  this  opinion.  2d.  Hondr 
favors  it.  3d.  It  will  procure  us  respect  in  Europe  ; 
and  respect  is  a  safeguard  to  interest.  4th.  It  will  arm 
tl)e  federal  head  with  the  safest  of  all  the  instruments  of 
coercion  over  its  delinquent  members,  and  prevent  it  from 
using  what  would  be  less  safe.  I  think  that  so  iar  you 
go  with  me.  But  in  the  next  steps  we  shflll  differ. 
5th.  I  think  it  least  expensive.  6th.  Equally  effectual. 
I  ask  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  guns,  the  one-half 
of  which  shall  be  in  constant  cruise.    Thia  fleet,  built, 
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fnaonedi  and  vjccaalled  for  six  raDoths^  will  cost  ^r  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  Its  annual  ex- 
pense will  be  three  hundred  pounds  sterling  a  gun,  in- 
cluding every  thing ;  this  will  -  be  forty-five  thousand 
pounds  sterling  a  year.  I  take  British  experience  for  (be 
basis  of  my  calculation,  though  we  kn9w,  from  our  own 
experience,  that  we  can  do  in  this  way  for  pounds  Imiv- 
ful,  what  Costs  tliem  pounds  sterling.  Were  we  tocharge 
all  this  to  the  Algerine  war,  it  would  amount  to  little 
more  than  we  mu§t  pay  if  we  buy  peace.  But  as  it  is 
proper  and  necessary  tliat  we  should  establish  a  small  ma- 
rine force  (even  were  we  to  buy  a  peace  from  the  Algc- 
rines,)  and  as  that  force,  laid  up  in  our  dook-yard;^,  would 
cost  us  half  as  much  annually  as  if  kept  in  order  for  ser- 
vice, we  have  a  right  to  say  that  only  twenty-two  thou- 
sand and  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  per  annum,  should 
.be  charged  to  the  Algerine  war.  6th.  It  will  be  as  efifec- 
lual.  To  all  the  mismanagements  of  SfAin  and  Portugal 
urged  to  sbo^  that  war  against  those  people  isin^ectual, 
I  urge  a  single  fact  to  prove  the  contrary,  where  there  is 
any  manageipent.  About  forty  years  ago,  the  Algerines 
having  broken  their  treaty  with  France,  thia  Court  sent 
Monsieur  de  Alassi&c,  with  one  large  and  two  small 
frigates ;  he  blockaded  the  harbor  of  Algiers  three  months, 
and  they  subscribed  to  the  terms  he  proposed.  If  it  be 
admitted,  however,  that  war,  on  the  fairest  prospects,  is 
still  exposed  to  uaeertainties,  I  weigh  against  this  the 
greater  uncertainty  of  the  duration  of  a  peace  bought 
wiilb  money,  from  such  •  people,  ftqm  a  Dey  ejgbty 
yeftrs^old,  and  by  a  nation  who,  on  the  igrpocbesis  of 
buying  peace,  is  to  have  no  power  on  the  sea  to  enforce 
an  observance  of  it. 
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So  far  I  have  gone  on  tlie  supposition  that  the  whole 
weiglu  of  this  War  should  rest  on  us.  But,  1.  Napl^ 
will  join  us.  Thef  character  of  their  Naval  Minister, 
(Acton,)  bis  knoWn  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  peace 
Sp^n  i^  ofGciously  trying  to  n)&ke  for  them^  and  his  dis- 
positions against  the  Algerines,  give  tlie  best  grounds  to 
believe  it.  2.  Every  principle  of  reason  assures  us  that 
•Portugal  will  join  us.  I  state  this,  as  taking  for  granted, 
what  all  seem  to  believe,  that  they  will  not  be  at  peace 
with  Algiers.  I  suppose,  then,  that  a  convention  nriight 
be  formed  between  Portugal,  Naples,  and  the  United 
States,  by  which  the  burden  of  the  war  might  be  quo- 
taed  oh  them,  according  to  their  respective  wealth  ;  and 
the  term  of  it  should  be,  when  Algiers  should  subscribe 
to  a  peace  with  all  three  on  equal  terms.  This  might 
be  left  open  for  other  nations' to  accede  to,  and  many,  if 
not  most  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  (except  France, 
England,  Holland,  and  Spain,  if  her  peace  be  made,) 
would  sooner  ojt  later  enter  into  the  confederacy,  for 
the  sake  of  having  their  peace  with  the  piratical  States 
guarantied  by  the  whole*  I  suppose  that,  in  this  case, 
our  proportion  of  force  would  not  be  the  half  of  what  I 
first  calculated  on. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  my 
judgrpent  on  this  question  ;  I  give  them  to  you,  to  show 
you  that  I  am  imposed  on  by  a  semblanoe  of  reason,  at 
least;  and  not  with  an  expectation  of  their  ch^ngiag 
your  opinion.  You  bav^  viewed  the  subject,  I  am  l;,urc, 
in  all  its  bearings.  You  ha  vie  weighed  both  questJoiEis, 
with  all, their  cireumstapces.  Yqu  make  the  result  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  do.  The  same  facts  impress  us  dif- 
ferently. Thia  is  enough  to  make  me  suspect  an  error 
in  my  process  of  reasoning,  though  I  am  not  able  to  de- 
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tect  it.  It  is  of  no  coosequeoce,  as  I  bare  notbiog  to  $ay 
in  the  decision,  and  am  i^ady  to  proceed  heartily  on  any 
other  plan  which  may  be  adopted,  if  my  agency  should 
be  d)ought  useful.  With  resp^t  to  the  dispositions  of 
ihe  States,  I  am  utterly  uninformed ;  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, howeveri  that  oa  a  view,  of  all  the  ciccumstauc^, 
they  might  be  united  in  either  of  tlie  plans* 

Having  written  this  oa  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with- 
out knowing  of  any  opportunity  of  sending  it,  1  know 
not  when  it  will  go.  I  add  nothing,  therefore^  on  any 
other  subject,  but  assurances  of  the  sbceee  .esteem  and 
respect,  with  which  I  am,  Sec, 

TH;  JEFFERSON., 


FmOM   JOHN   JAY   TO   THOMAS   J EIF PERSON. 

Foreign  Affai 
October  12,  1786. 


Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     I 


Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  18th  August,  1  have  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  Congress  the  letters  you  did  me 
the  honor  t6  write  on  the  8th  July  last. 

I  have  s6me  despatches  of  importance  ready  for  you, 
but  I  prefer  sending  them  by  a  conveyance  that  will  offer 
about  ten  days  hence. 

I  enclose  a  certified  <;opy  of  an  act  of  Congress  for 

recalling  Mr.  Lamb ;  another  copy  has  been  sent  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
As  the  despatches  above  alluded  to  are  particular,  I 

shall,  at  present,  only  add  an  assurance,  which  I  always 

make  with  pleasure,  viz:  that  I  am,  with  very  sincere 

esteem  and  regard,  &^., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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rBOM  JOHN   JAY   TO   THOMAS    JEFTEBSON.      ' 

.  New  York,  October  37, 1781 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  by  the  last  French  packet, 
mentioning  the  letters  I  had  received  from  yoU|  and  that 
by  another  conveyance  you  would  receive  particular  and 
important  despatches  from  me. 

Those  despatches  relate  to  the  Consular  Convention. 
They  began  with  a  letter  from  me  of  the  3d  instant, 
which,  among  other  matters,  enumerates  the  nansber  of 
papers  annexed  to  it. 

After  those  despatches  were  completed,  it  was  acci- 
dentally ami  seasonably  discovered  that  the  fflitry  of  the 
sdieme  of  the  convention  in  the  books  of  this  office  was 
erroneous.  As,  in  forming  my  report,  I  considered  this 
scheme  as  really  being  what  it  appeared  to  be  from  that 
entry,  correspondent  errors  naturally  took  place  in'  the 
report. 

On  making  that  discovery,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congress,  dated  the  9tb  instant,  a  copy  of  whkh 
you  will  find  to  be  tl^  last  paper  which  ibrms  the  packet 
herewith  ^aeloised.  On  that  letter  Congress  wem  pleated 
fo  £rect  me  to  take  order;  which  is,  in  other  words, 
eaying  that  they  appvove  of  the  opinion  given  in  the  last 
paragrafdi  of  the  letter. 

We  leara  from  \he  Charg6  d^Affaires  of  France,  that 
a  tn^aty  is  concloded.  for  us  with  filcvoocO.  We  qre 
anxious  to  be  ascertained  of  the  6ct,  and  ta  receive  a 
^  copy  of  it^'  that  pbshivie  and  aectirate  informajtion  on  the 
siB^ct  uay'  be  publt^ed.-  It  i»  long  sioee  we  heard  that 
a  treaty  with  P^mu^  wso^ilikeinse  conekided,  but  it  1^» 
Vol.  iit.*^ 
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not  yet  arrived,  nor  are  we  advised  of  the  reasons  which 
reienrd  its  cOBveyaoce.    . 

In  my  opinion,  you  and  Mr.  Adams. should  have  com- 

'missions  to  treat   wiih   the   EmpeHor  artd   some   ether 

'powers;  but  it  so  happens  that  more  domestic  objects 

,  divert  the  attentbn  of  Congress  in  a  considerable  degree 

from  their  affairs  abroad. 

The  inefficacy  of  our  Grovemment  becomes  daily  more 
and  more  apparent.  Our  credit  and  our  Treasury  we  in 
a  sad  silnatfon,  and  it  is  probable  that  either  the  wisddm 
or  passions  of  the  people  may  produce  chang:es«        .    , 

A  spirit  6f  licentiQusness  has  infected  Massachusetts, 
iyh&ch  appearis  more  fovmidaUe  than  some  at  first  appne- 
faended.  Whether  similar  symptoms  will  not  soon  mark 
a  like  dbeaae  in  several  other  States,  is  very  problem- 
ttioal. 

The  ptiblie  papers  herewith  sent  contain  every  thing 

generally  known  about  these  matters.     A  reluctance  to 

tkxeSf  ao  impatienee  of  government,  ft  rage  for  property, 

'and  little  regard  to  the  means  of  -acquiring  it,  together 

#ith  a  desire  of  equality  in  all  things,  seem  to  actuate 

the  hiass  of  those  who  are  mieasy  in  .their  ciicumstances. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  influence  of  ambitious  adven- 

t<ire^,  and  the  speculatioDS  of  m«iy  characters  who  pie- 

fer  private  to  public  good,  and  of  eihecs  who  expect  to 

,  gain  more  from  wrecks  made  by  tetapeais,  than  from  the 

•^prodlfce  of  patient  and  lionest  iddiistry*    As  the  kna^s 

«id  fools  of  diis  world  are  forever  is:  alliance^  it  is  easy 

io  perceive  bow  much  vigor  and  wisdom  a  Oovemroeat, 

''«j|ote  itd  Gonatnieticm  and  addiinisthitfon,shoitki  possess, 

t  iti^iDTd^r  W  repress  tbe  evils  which  niftunillj  flow  fram 

such  copious  sources  of  injustice  and -evil* 


Much,  I  thiok,  is  to  be  feared  from  the  seotiments 
which  such  a  state  of  things  is  calculated  to  infuse  into 
the  minds  of  the  rational  and  well-intentioned.  In  their 
eyes,  the  charms  of  liberty  will  daily  fade ;  and  in  seeking 
for  peace  and  security,  fliey  will  too  naturally  turn  towards 
systems  in  direct  opposition  to  those  which  oppress  and 
disquiet  them. 

If  faction  should  long  bear  down  law  and  govemmeoti 
tyranny  may  raise  its  head,  or  the  more  sober  part  of  the 
people  may  even  think  of  a  King. 

In  short,  my  dear  Sir,  we  are  in  a  very  unpleasant  sit- 
uation. Changes  are  necessary ;  but  what,  they  ought  to 
be,  what  they  will  be,  and  how  and  when  to  be  produQerf, 
9re  arduous  questions.  I  feel  for  the  cause  of  liberty, 
and  for  the  honor  of  my  countrymen  who  have  so  nobly 
asserted  it,  and  who,  at  present,  so  abuse  its  blessingf  • 
If  it  should  not  take  root  in  thb  soil,  litde  pafos  will  be 
taken  to  cultivate  it  in  any  other. 

This  letter  will  be  carried  to  London  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Provost,  who  will,  with  bis  own  hands,  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
Adams,  with  one  from  me  requesting  him  to  convey  it  to 
you  by  some  trusty  band.  \ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY, 

P.  S.  I^lso  enclose  copies  of  three  acts  of  Congress, 
via :  of  16th,  20ih,  and  gist  ifastant.* 

ii •■ ' 

•  See  Journals  of  Ck)ngress,  pages  712,  714. 
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FROM   THOMAS   JEFFE&SOIf   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  August  11, 1786. 
Sir, 

Since  the  date  of  my  last,  wbicb  was  July  8tfa,  I  have 
been  honored  with  the  receipt  of  yours  of  June  16tfa. 
I  am  to  thank  you,  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Geiveva, 
for  the  intelligence  it  contained  on  the  subject  of  Galla- 
tin, whose  relations  will  be  relieved  by  the  receipt  of  it. 

The  enclosed  intelligence  relative  to  the  instructions 
oT  the  Court  of  London  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  came  to 
me  through  the  Count  de  la  Touche  and  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette^  De  la  Touche  is  a  director  under  the  Mares- 
chal  de  Castries,  Minister  for  the  Marine  Department, 
and  possibly  receives'  this  intelligence  from  hitii,  and  he 
from  their  Ambassador  at  London;  possibly,  too,  it 
might  be  fabricated  here  ;  yet,  weighing  the  characters  of 
the  Ministers  of  St.  James  and  Versailles,  I  think  the 
former  more  capable  of  giving  such  instructions,  than  the 
teter  of  fabricating  them,  for  the  small  purposes  it  could 
answer. 

The  Gazette  of  France,  of  July  28tb,  announces  the 
arrival  of  Peyrouse  at  Brazil ;  that  be  was  to  touch  at 
Otaheite,  and  proceed  to  California,  and  still  further  north* 
wardly.  This  paper«  as  you  well  know,  gives  out  such 
facts  as  the  Cour^  are  willing  the  wqrld  should  be  pos- 
sessed of;  the  presumption  is,  therefore,  that  they  will 
make  an  establishment  of  some  sort  on  the  northwest 
coast  of  America. 

I  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Schweig- 
liauser  and  Dobrie,  on  a  subject  with  which  I  am  quite 
unacquainted.    Their  letter  to  Congress,  of  November 
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aOtb^  17S0,  gives  their  state  of  the  matter;  faovv  fur  it  may 
be  true  and  just,  can  probably  be  ascertained  by  Dr.  Frank** ' 
lb,  Dr.-  Lee,  and  other  gentlemen,  now  in  Anaerba.' 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  be  faoaored  with  the  commands  of 
Congress  on  this  subjects  I  hare  inquired  into  the  state 
of  the  arms  mentioned  in  this  letter  to  nve  ;  the  principal 
articles  are,  about  thirty  tboasand  bayonets,  fifty  thousand 
gun-locks,  thirty  cases  of  arms,  twenty-two  cases  of 
sabres,  and  some  other  things,  of  little  consequence.  The 
qoay  at  Nantes  having  been  overflowed  by  the  river 
Loire,  the  greatest  part  of  these  arms  were  under  water, 
and  are  now,  as  I  am  informed,  a  solid  mass  of  rust,  not 
worth  the  expense  of  throwing  them  out  of  the  ware- 
bouse,  much  less  that  of  storage.  Were  not  their  want 
of  value  a  suffident  reason  against  reclaiming  the  pro- 
perty of  these  arms>  it  rests  with  Congress  to  decide, 
whether  other  reasons  are  not  opp(»^  to  this  reclama- 
tion. They  were  the  property  of  a  sovereign  body ;  they 
were  seized  by  an  individual;  taken  cognizance  of  by  a. 
court  of  justk^e,  and  refiised,  or  at  least  not  resun-ed,  by^ 
the  sovereign  within  whose  States  they  had  been  arrest* 
ed.  These  are  circumstances  wliich  have  been  men- 
tioned to  me  ;  Dr.  Franklin,  however,  will  be  able  to  in- 
ibrm  Congress,  with  precision,  as  to  what  passed  on  this 
subject.  If  the  information  I  have  received  be  any 
thing  like  the  truth,  the  discussion  of  this  matter  can^ 
only  he  with  the  Court  of  Versailles  ;  it  would  be  very 
delicate,  and  could  have  but  one  of  two  objects — 0ither  |o 
recover  the  arms,  which  are  not  virorth  receiving,  or  to 
SQti^y  us  on  the  point  of  honor.  Congress  will  judge 
bow  far  the  latter  may  be  worth  pursuing  against  a  partic- 
ii|iurti)ly,. and  tinder  actual  circumstance?.     An  instance, 
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100)  of  acqaieicence,  on  our  part,  uoder  a  wroa;,  iratber 
than  disturb  oar  friendsbip  by  alteicatioiis,  may  have  ita 
value  ttt  soaie  future  oase  ;  however^  I  aball  be  ready  t» 
dbin  this  what  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  direct. 
'  I  enclose  the  despatches  relative  to  the  Barbary  nego- 
tiations,  received  since  my  last.  It  is  painful  to  me  t» 
orerwhelm  Congress  and  yourself  cmtmualiy  with  these 
vDluiuinous  papers,  but  I  have  no  right  to  suppress  any 
pai^t  of  them  ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  cases,  when,  from  a 
want  of  well-'digested  information,  we  must  be  contented 
to  examine  a  great  ^al  of  rubbish,  in  order  to  find  a  little 
good  matter. 

The  Gazettes  of  Leyden  and  France,  to  the  present 
date,  accompany  thiis,  which,'  for  want  of  direct  aafe  op- 
portunities,  I  am  obliged  to  send  by  an  American  gentle- 
aian,  by  the  way  of  London.  The  irregularity  of  tb^ 
French  packets  has  diverted  elsewhere  the  tide  of  pas* 
•engers,  who  used  to  furnish  me  occasions  of  writing  to 
jEOu,  without  permitting  my  letters  to  go  through  the  pesl- 
oflke ;  so  that  when  the  packets  go  now,  I  can  seldom 
write  by  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM     SCBWCIGHAUSfiR    ANP    DOBREE    TO  THOMAS   JEF- 
rSRSOK. 

Sir, 

In  hopes  of  obtaining  from  you  the  justice  whidt  has 

been  so  long  denied  us,  we  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of 

the  letter  our  late  panne^  and  parent,  Mr.  J.  D.  Schweig-- 

hauser,  wrote  to  Congress  the  dOth  November,  178# 
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which  will  give  you  ample  infonnatioQ  of  cor  clainw  for 
our  advanpes  for  the  continental  frigate  Alliaocei  to  which 
wje  join  a  copy  of  the  resolve  which  it  produced*  Mir* 
Johnson  persisted  in  his  refusal  pf  examining  our  i^e* 
counts,  85  no  longer  Auditor  General ;  and  Dr.  Franklio 
r^fu^ed  the  payment  of  them,  as  not  having  been  exan^- 
ined  by  this  genilemap.  We  repeatedly  solicited  thai 
be  would  name  a  committee  for  that  purpo|se ;  but,  tp 
elude  satisfying  us,  he  would  not  adopt  this  measure. 
.  We  have  since  laid  these  accounts  and  their  voucher^ 
bjefor^  Thomas  Barclay,  Esquire,  who  has  seen,  every 
ope  of  them,  and  is  perfectly  convinced^  as  was  DXr 
Franklin  himself,  of  their  exactness*  Pera;iit  us  eafnestly 
to  request,  as  an  act  of  justice  and  friendship,  that  ypi^ 
would  put  us  in  the  way  of  obtaining  our  payment,  and, 
to  assure  jjouof  our  acknowledgment  and  gratitude.  We 
have  still  a  parcel  of  arms,  S(c.  on  hand,  belonging  tO; 
Coi;igresS|  which  our  co-partners  in  the  house  of  Puchel- 
faterg  &  Co.,  in  L'Orient,  have  laid  an  attachment  on,  tp 
assure  then^  and  us  our  due,  or  at  least  part  of  it ;  for  we 
know  not  the  value  of  them,  and  not  being  yet  author- 
ized to  sell  them,  they  are  of  no  utility  to  us,  and  we 
k^v  that  warehouse  rent  of  them  will  absorb  one  day 
their  whole  amount,  which,,  without  that,  will  be  greatly 
reduced  by  the  want  of  having  th^m  cleanet^  which  per- 
mission we  have  so  often  vainly  solicited.  If  you  could 
give  us  dir^ctiops  to  sell  thjem,  it  would  be  securing  ^p 
ti^e  States  a  value  vvhich  is  qow  daily  diminishing,  qnc^ 
will,  by  further  delays,  be  absolutely  eaten  iip. 

We  subofiit  the  whole  to  your  justice,  and  have  tb(^ 
booor  to  l^e,,&o. 

SCHWEIGHAUSER  8i  DOBREE. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  ffiUiam  Cattnichdet 

Madrid,  July  15,  1786. 
"  This  country  has  signed  its  peace  with  Algiers,  but 
there  are  still  arrangements  to  be  made  that  require  lime, 
patience,  and  address.  I  send  you  a  letter  which  I  re- 
ceived from  thence  this  moment.  As  1  have  not  time  to 
copy  it,  you  will  please  to  return  it  to  me.  I  wish  not 
to  derogate  from  the  merit  or  services  of  any  one,  but 
justice  to  myself,  and  still  more  the  interests  and  honor 
,  of  our  country,  oblige  me  to  say  that  our  peace  ivith  the 
Barbary  States  could  have  been  negotiated  here  with 
much  less  expense,  with  much  less  noise,  and  with  greater 
probability  of  success,  than  in  the  mode  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. A  negotiation  with  Algiers  is  not  yet  to  be  re- 
garded as  desperate.  It  is  a  question  of  calculation, 
whenever  our  Republic  will  act  and  think  for  them- 
selves; they  win  do  what  they  please  until  that  period  ; 
we  shall  be  the  partridge  and  its  young  ones.  We  shall 
never  be  respected  until  we  respect  ourselves.  As  yoji 
may  not  possibly  have  heard  from  Mr.  Barclay  since  hiis^ 
arrival  in  Africa,  I  enclose  you  copies  of  a  letter  which  I 
received  from  Km  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida 
Kanca,  with  extracts  from  those  received  from  the  agent 
of  Spain  in  Morocco,  and  from  a  Minister  of  the  Em- 
peror, which  I  entreat  you  to  forward  to  Congress  by  the 
first  occasion,  as  few  opportunities  from  hence  offer  for 
the  transmission  of  my  despatches.  I  make  no  comment 
on  the  nature  of  these  letters.  I  ailfi  persuaded  you  will 
at  once  see  the  good  faith  and  candor  with  which  the 
Ministry  act  on  our  behalf.  This  Court  will  observe  the 
•ame  conduct  with  respect  to  the  Barbary  powers  in  gen- 
eral, the  moment  it  can  effectually  interfere."    . 


DII>LOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  121 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  WUliam  Carniichael  to  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Madrid,  July  15, 1786. 
"  I  haive  just  received  the  enclosed  letters  from  Mr. 
Lamb,  which  I  forward  by  the  same  courier  to  whom  I 
intrusted  ray  last  for  your  Excellency.  Mr.  Lamb 
wrhes  rae  that  bis  health  not  permitting  him  to  journey 
by  land,  be  has  resigned  bis  commission,  and  means  im- 
mediately to  close  bis  public  accounts.  The  Count 
d^Espilly,  and  another  agent  of  Spain,  employed  at  Al- 
giers and  at  Tonis,  are  now  here.  The  first  is  much  at- 
ttched  to  me,  and  the  other  I  shall  cultivate,  and  through 
their  means  be  enabled  to  obtain  intelligence  with  re- 
spect to  the  situation  of  affairs  on  the  Barbary  coast,  land 
make  such  insinuations  as  yourself  and  Mr.  Adams  may 
judge  prop6r  for  the  public  interest.  Whatever  mky  be 
the  decision  of  Congress,  I  think  it  necessary  to  induce 
the  Algerines  to  believe  that  the  United  States  are  more 
disposed  to  be  at  peace  than  at  war  with  them.  Their 
Minister  of  Marine  desires  peace  with  us,  and  appear^ 
apprehensive  of  seeing  American  cruisers  in  the  Medi- 
terranean«  I  have  ways  of  cultivating  his  friendly  dis- 
position, and  exciting  his  apprehensions.  The  Count* 
d'Espilly  infotmed  me  of  li  circutnstance,  that  marked 
stronjgly-  the  rancor  of  the  British  in  aH  parts  of  the 
world  to  us.  '  I  omitted  mentioning  it  to  you,  because  I 
wishedto  have  previously  an  exact  detail  of  the  trans- 
actibn  in  writing  from  the  Count  himself.  He  tellst  me, 
that  after  Mr.  Lamb's  departure  from  Algiers,  the  British 
Consul  at  Barcelona,  Mr.  Gregorj^,  advised  Mr.  Logie, 
Consul  at  Algiers,  that  the  Si;>anish  papers  procured  by 
Mr.  Lamb  for  his  vessel    were   not   regular,    that  Mr. 
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Lqmb  bad  taken  with  him  eighty  thousand  dollars,  Uc.^ 
and  that  the  Dey  might  seize  the  vessel  as  American 
property.  Mr.  Logie  immediately  communicated  this 
information  to  the  Dey.  The  Tessel  having  been  sent 
by  the  Count  d'EspiUy's  desir^  to  Tunis,  on  public 
business,  the  Dey  replied  that  he  had  permitted  the 
Americian  officers  to  jand,  that  tl)ey  were  gone  awaj^ 
and,  as  be  supposed,  had  taken  their  n^oney  with  thj^m;^ 
thattlie  vessel  was  now  under  bis  protection^  and  con- 
cluded by  telling  the  Consul  lo  ipind  his  own  business, 
and  not  to  intermeddle,  in  future,  with  what  did  npt  cpncern 
hifQ.  This  conduct  of  the  British  Consuls  mi^t  aris^ 
from  the  Court,  for  their  private  characters  fre  go<>d,  apd 
tjhi|y  are  men  of  liberal  and  humane  principles.  As 
soosf^  as  the  treaty  is  published^  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of 
it.  D'£spilly  wiU  return  in  a  few  weeks. tjo  Algiers,  to 
terminate  the  ransom  of  the  sifves,  and  to  s^id  the  IVea- 
piplitan  and  Portuguese  Envoys  in  their  negotiations,  the 
result  of  which  is  doubtful.  These  pirates  will,  have 
Russia  and  the  flmperoK^  oq  their  bands,  as  in  the  lasl 
cruisa  they  have  taken  a  Russian  vessel  worth  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  Tuscan  ship  with  forty  prison- 
ers. The  Russian  Minister  at  this  Court,  to  whom  I 
gave  the  first  information  of  this  capture,  tells  me  that  lie 
will  write  to  the  Dey,  as  a  Pacha  of  the  Turkish  Ei^ipire,. 
and  enclose  him  a  copy  of  the  article  of  their  treaty 
with  the  Porte,  demanding  an  immediate  restitutipn  of 
the  vessel  and  people,  with  damages.  He  ad(^,  that 
he  is  sure  of  the  approbation  of  his  Sovereign,  who  ^ill 
be  pleased  to  see  one  of  her  Ministers  writing  in  a  haughty 
style  to  a  power  that  all  Ejuiope  courts  at  present.  ^bei» 
sl^)l  we  be  in  a  situqtipn  to  do  tt^?" 
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**  I  hare  tb!s  moment  leceived  a  letter  for  Mr.  Lamtr, 
whtcli  I  suppose  to  be  from  you,  and  ehall  forward  it  tljus 
nigbt  to  Alieant*" 

"  P.  S.  I  have  just  remarked  your  card  of  tte  7tb  July, 
Wbieh  escaped  my  atteotioo  when  I  wroie  the  above. 
Tlie  letter  enclosed  is  from  Mrs,  Lamb^  ad«]$ing  me,  that, 
by  her  buaband's  direction,  she  had  drawn  on  mf  for  five 
handred  pounds  sterling ;  I  forward  the  letter  for  his  ad« 
vioe«  He  has  left  iitoney  in  my  banker's  hands  here,  bMl. 
of  which  I  never  choose  to  have  the  dispositiop.'' 


FROM   JOHN  LAMB  TO  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON. 

Alicant,  July  15, 1786. 
I  received  your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  20th  instant, 
and  find  by  them  that  Mr.  Randall  had  not  then  come 
to  Paris.  By  Mr.  Randall  I  stated  the  exact  situation 
of  our  affairs  at  Algiers,  and  sent  forward  a  duplicate 
of  the  same  to  Congress.  The  demands  at  Algiers,  no 
doubt,  will  be  great.  My  healtl^  wffl,'  by  no  meass, 
admit  of  undertaking  the  journey  ,your  E&cellency  points 
(Alt.  I  dare  say  my  indisposition  wilt  be  a  sufficient 
e&cuse.  If  it  is  not,  in  duty  lo  myself,!  have  bo  further 
pretensions  to  this  business,  and  beg  that  my  reaauo* 
able  accounts  may  be  settled.  It  will  tdte^me  time 
to  collect  my  accounts.  I  am  tinder  bonds  at  Bar<* 
celona  for  the  money  I  extracted  for  the  purposes  of 
Algiers^.  I  left  the  vessel  in  the  Spanish  service  wheB 
i  led  Algiers,  as  I  wrote;  and  she  now  is  here  under 
qoarancine,  ^nd  canpoc  yet  be  come  at.    Mot  dottbtbg 


184  THOMAS  JEPFERSON--JOHN  JAY. 

but  I  should  have  gone  back,  I  left  many  things  there; 
but,  as  soon  as  may  be,  I  will  colledt  all,  and  my  accounts^  * 
When  that  is  done,  I  hope  I  shall  be  settled  with  in  Eu- 
rope, as  that  was  promised  before  I  left  America.  My  let- 
ter of  credit  will  be  relumed  to  your  Excelledcy's  orders. 
I  have  ^rawn  as  I  have  advised.  I  have  letters  dated 
Algiers,  the  11th  July,  1786  ;  no  more  of  our  vessels 
were  then  taken.  It  is  highiy  necessary  that  some  orders 
should  be  given  on  account  of  our  unfortunate  people  in 
Algiers.  I  have  presumed  to  supply  them  with  upwards 
of  eight  hundred  hard  dollars,  for  their  pa^t  expenses  and 
clothing. 

With  due  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  LAMB. 


FROM  JOHN  LAMB  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Alicaai,  July  18, 1786. 
July  15th  I  forwarded  to  your  Excellency  a  letter, 
•f  "which  this  is  nearly  a  duplicate,  as  my  first  may  not 
come  to  hand.  I  find  your  Excellency  had  not  received 
ray  letters!  wrote  by  Mr.  Randall.  In  them  I  gave  as 
exact  an  account  of  Algiers  as  I  could  collect,  whilst  I 
staid  in  tliat  p1ace>  and  likewise  how  were  we  situated 
there,  and  sent  duplicates  pf  the  same  to  Congress,  and 
by  safe  opportunities — one  via  Cadiz,  under  cover  to  Mr. 
Gardoqui,  directly  to  New  York ;  and  Mr.  Riindall 
Writes  me,  of  the  20th  June,  Bordeaux,  that  he  had  for^ 
warded  the  other  immediately  to  Philadelphia ;  so  that 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  Congress  having  as  fuU  un 
account  of  all  my  proceedings  as  if  I  were  present  my* 
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self,  for  I  ean  add  nothing  to  the  accoum  I  have  giren  to 
your  Extelleocj,  neUber  to  Congress,  were  I  present. 
1  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  all  my  letters  to  Congress, 
since  I  have  been  on  this  business,  at  the  same  time  I 
wrote  to  your  Excellency.  My  indisposition  will  not 
permit  me  to  undertake  the  journeys  that  your  Excellen- 
cy has  pointed  out,  therefore  I  am  under  the  necessiity 
to  beg  a  settlement  of  my  reasonable  accounts  since  I 
have  been  on  this  journey,  and  return  the  letter  of  credit 
to  your  Excellency's  orders.  I  have  announced  an  ac- 
quaintance with  one  of  the  principal  officers  at  Algiei^, 
and  from  him  I  had  great  expectations  of  a  settlement 
with  that  Regency  by  next  season,  or  at  least  to  have  the 
last  price  fot  our  unfortunate  people,  and  what  they 
would  have  for  a  peace,  and  to  strive  for  hostile  proceed- 
ings to  cease  for  one  year,' so  that  Congress  inigbt  hare 
more  time,  to  prepare ;  and  supposed  that,  in  case  I  brought 
to  pass  the  above,  which  I  had  every  encouragement  of, 
it  would  at  least  be  worth  the  expenses  we  have  already 
been'  at.  These  were  my  reasons  and  these  my  pros- 
pects, and,  in  consequence  of  the  same,  I  thought  best 
to  persevere,  and  exhibited  as  soon  as  I  possibly  could  to 
Ministers  and  likewise  to  Congress.  As  I  well  know 
howiar  short  the  appropriation  was  for  the  peace,  and 
that  nothing  could  be  added  to  it  by  gentlemen  abroad,  it 
is  my  opinion  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  United 
States  to  force  those  people  to  a  compliance  of  a  peace; 
and  to  have  them  going  on  in  the  manner  they  do,  it  is 
not  so  well.  To  buy  a  peace  wHl  no  doubt  cost  a  consi- 
derable sufti ;  but  nations  possessing  a  strong  tiavy  have 
•preferred  a  purchase,  Sec.  ' 

I   am   sensible  that  your  Excellency    has    received 
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many  letters  firom  geoileaien  od  my  iriisfijoq^  «rid  I  tbiok 
tbey  wrcfte^  wUhout  consideratioo,  as,  in  fact^  when  they 
wrote  tbey  knew  noUiipg  of  the  matter.  A  lettQr  bfs 
been  sent  to  your  Excellency  from  Algiers,  or  rallier  Sax- 
warded  from  Madrid.  The  gentleman  who  wrote  that 
letter  knew  nothing  of  my  business  in  Algiers,  and  pf 
eourse  could  not  write  tbe  truth.  1  find  some  of  the  seo- 
teoces  in  bis  letter  speaking  of  my  business  are  entirely 
false.  It  i3  neces^ry  to  have  some  order  given  on  ac- 
count of  oar  people  in.  Algiers :  they  were  stripped  of 
^^ir  clothing,  and  bad  many  necessary  debts  against  tbepi 
when  I  came  to  Algiers.  Out  of  humanity,  I, paid  for 
their  clothes,  and  the  rest  of  their  obligations  I  paid, 
considering  them  reasonable ;  and  they  amounted,  with 
what  money  I  left,  tp  upwards  of  800  hajrd  doU^irs,  leav- 
ing some  money  with  tb^m  ;  now  tbey  v^ite  me  jt  is  al- 
most out,  and  very  soon  they  will  be  in  a  very  miserable 
i^ondition  indeed, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &e., 

JOHN  LAMB. 


PBOM   THOtfAS   JBFJfEftSON    TO  JOHN  JAY. 

P^,  August  13^  1786. 
Sir, 
Tbe  enclosed  letter  from  JVfr.  Barclay^  and  pne  from 
Mr.  Carmichael,  of  which  I  send  you  extract  are  come 
to  hand  this  momiqg,  which  i^  in  time  far  thep^  to  go  by 
tbe  sanoe  gentleman  who  carries  my  letter  of  the  Iltb. 
I  observe  what  Mr.  Carmichael  says  on  the  sul^ect  oi 
tbe  Portuguese  treaty:  ^  I  am  sorry  it  meeti  witb  difficiil- 
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ties."  I  dodbt,  however,  whether  he  ascribes  ihem  to 
their  triie  cause,  Vhen  he  supposes  they  are  occasioned 
by  M.  del  Pinto's  being  of  a  party  opposed  to  that  of 
their  Minister  at  Madrid.  The  cause  is  not  proportioned 
to  the  eflfect.  The  treaty  between  Prance  and  England 
has  lately  been  thought  to  have  become  stationary.  This 
is  conjectured  from  the  rigor  of  the  custom-houses,  much 
increased  by  a  late  order,  as  also  from  some  other  circum- 
stances. The  overtures  between  England  and  Portugal 
are  animated  in  proportion ;  and  in  the  same  degree,  I  sus- 
pect, that  the  latter  lessens  her  care  about  us.  If  her 
wines  were  to  become  superfluous  at  the  English  market, 
she  wished  and  hoped  to  find  a  great  one  with  us,  open 
to  receive  iheoij  M.  '-^el  Pinto's  courier,  which  earned 
the  treaty  to  Falmoutb^  arrived  a  few  hours  too  late  for 
the  Lisbon  packet-boat.  This  lost  a  month  in  the  con- 
veyance, and  that  inonih,  by  producing  qcw  prospects, 
has  been  critical.  Thefe  is  not  a  want  of  proba()ility 
that  Del  Pinto  himself  will  succeed  to  the  deceased  Mip-' 
ister  in  Portugal.  This  would  be  favorable  to  our 
treaty,  and  fortunate  for  us,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
a  connexion  with  that  nation.  He  is  sepsible,  candid, 
and  has  just  ideas  as  to  us,  and  favorable  dispositions  to- 
wards us.  r  expect  that  Mr.  Adams  is  at  this  moment  at 
the  Hague,  as  he  intended  there  to  take  leave  of  that 
Court,  and  at  the  same  time  to  exchange  the  ratification 
of  the  Prussian  treaty;  but  Isend  on  to  London  copies 
^of  the  enclosed,  in  hopes  he  will  speedily  be  returned 
there,  t  shall  propose  to  him  that  we  consider  whether 
the  conduct  of  the'Dey  of  Algiers  leaves  any  hope  that 
any  negotiator  could  obtain  his  peace,  without  a  prodi- 
gious addition  to  the  price  we  had  thought  of?    If  we 
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conclude  on  the  negative^  still  it  trill  r^maki  to  decide 
whether  i}ie  expense  of  Mr.  Barqlay'ji  going  there  raay 
not  be  compensated  by  additional  informatioa,  by  the  pos- 
sibility that  he  might  find  their  ultimatum,  and  the  advan^ 
tage  of  relieving  the  mind  of  Congress  from  all  suspense, 
by  possessing  them  of  this  ultimatum.  The  peace  of 
Spain,  too,  beingconcluded,  it  is  t6  be'seea  whether  their 
interference  can  weigh  as  money.  It  has  done  so  at  Mo- 
rocco, but  Algiers  is  a  fiercer  pcfwer.^ 

I  have  the  honor  te  be,  fcc;^ 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAT  TO  JOftN    ADAMS    AND    THOMAS 
JEFFERSOff. 

IMorocco,  June  26    1786^ 
Gentlemen,  . 

This  day  week  we  arrived  here ;  since  which>  I  have 
had  two  audiences  of  his  Majesty— the  first,  a  public  one; 
and  the  second,  a  private  one,  yesterday »  It  is  but  a 
few  minutes  since  I  heard  that  a  courier  will  depart  this 
evening  for  Daralbeyda,  and  f  have  not  time  to  enter 
into  particulars.  It  will  be  agreeable,  however,  for  you  to 
know  that  the  last  draught  of  the  treaty  is  madq,  aj[\d  will 
probably  be  signed  in  a  few  day?,  and  that  our  stay  here 
will  not  exceed  that  of  a  week  from  this  time.  I  believe 
you  will  be  satisfied  on  the  whole^  as  there  is  only  one 
article  more  I  could  wish  to  be  inserted ;  and  that,  I 
really  think,  in  all  human  probability,  will  never  prove  of 
the  least  consequence.  I  shall  proceed  to  Tangier,  and 
take  aQ  early  opportunity  of  sending  you  a  morq  detailed 
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account  of  our  proceedings.  In  the  mean  time,  I  recom- 
mend your  transmitting,  as  soon  as  possible,  through  Mr. 
Carmichael,  the  powers  to  treat  with  Tunis  and  Tripoli, 
and  (if  Mr.  Liamb  has  declined  all  further  concern)  for 
Algiers.  If  you  had  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  I  flatter 
mysfelf  the  rest  would  follow ;  and  at  all  evelits  Tunis  and 
Tripoli  should  be  invited  to  our  friendship. 

There  is  a  young  man  now  under  ray  care,  who  has 
been  a  slave  some  time  with  the  Arabs  in  the  Desert ;  his 
name  is  James  Mercier,  born  in  the  town  of  SuiFolk, 
Nanseinond  ceunty,  Virginia.  The  King  sent  him  after 
the  first  audience,  and  I  shall  talce  him  to  Spain.  I  hav^ 
no  time  to  add,  but  that  I  am,  gentlemen,  Sec, 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Wiltiam  Carmichael  to  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Madrid,  July  31,  1786. 
"  Since  I  Inid  the  honor  of  conveying  to  you  the  com- 
munications made  me  by  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca, 
respecting  the  missibn  of  Mr.  Barclay  in  Morocco,  I  have 
received  the  encbsed  letter  for  your  JEkcellency  from 
that  gentleman,  the  contents  of  which  are  known  to  me. 
I  do  Bot  know  what  Congress  may  decide  with  regard  to 
tiie  <^her  BajH^ary  States  y  but  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  our. 
actual  circumstances,  negotiatbn  wiU  costless  than  arma^ 
ments,  although  I  desire  to  see  the  commencement  of  a 
military  marine.  I  have  hinted  that  it  might  be  possi-* 
ble  to  draw  in  the  Italian  powers,  in  case  that  hoistile 
Vol.  III. — 9 
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measures  should  be  adopted  by  the  States,  to  centributei 
in  some  measu|re>  to  defray  the  immense  expanse  that 
these  armaments  must  oceasion.  I  beg  leave  to  recom« 
mend  to  your  ExceHenpy's  consideration  this  circum- 
stance. I  flatter  myself  that!  have  acquired  the  coi^ 
dence  of  the  corps  diplomatique  from  Italy  to  this  Court ; 
and  I  think,  or  I  should  not  mention  to  you,  that  I  may 
be  of  some  use  to  inspire  sentiments,  and  to  sketch  the 
outlines  of  projects  advantageous  to  oOr  interests,  should 
Congress  decide  to  arm  instead  of  negotiating.  The 
Court  of  Spain  has  conducted  itself  so  generously  in  ouf 
aSairs  with  the  Emperctf  of  Morocco,  and  I  have  so 
many  reasons  to  be  assured  of  the  King's  and  Minis?* 
ter's  desire  to  serve  us  in  promoting  our  accommoda- 
tion with  the  other  Barbary  powers,  that,  if  my  advice 
could  have  the  least  weight,  I  should  counsel  our 
Ministers  to  solicit  the  good  offices  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  to  further  the  views  of  the  States  on  this  head. 
I  will  stake  my  reputation  on  the  best  endeavors  of  Spain, 
and  forfdt  aU  confideuice  if  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca 
doth  not  ^  act  as  efficacious^  as  ^ircumstao^s  will  permit 
him,  to  effect  what  be  bath  already  promised  me.  You, 
Sir,  ought  to  know  our  present  situation,  parliculariy  wkk 
Great  Britain.  I  have  just  learned  poikivefy,  what  I 
suspected  long  ago,  that  (be  fitttish  Ministry  wmild  ac- 
commodate their  dispute  with  respect  to  the  Mosquito 
shore  with  Spain.  This  has  been  Jbm  to  the  satis&i^ioa 
of  this  Court.  Gampo,  at  London,  has  the  merit  of  this 
sort' of  convention;  though  the  Mmister  of  Great  B^ia 
here  has  had  tli^  whole  m>uble.  I  have  not  seen  the 
afticles  of  thb  arrangement,  but  I  know  that  tbe  British 
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are  to  evacuate  the  Mosquito  shore,  and  that  they  think 
themselves  recompensed  by  cessions  more  extensive  in 
another  quarter. 

'^  The  accommodation  between  this  Court  and  that  of 
Naples,  as  proposed  by  France,  will  not  be  accepted ;  at 
the  same  time,  permit  me  to  ask  in  ^at  state  our  treaty 
is  with  Naples  ?  I  have  a  sure  channel  to  convey  such 
insinuations  as  may  be  thought  proper  to  the  persons 
who  have  the  influence  most  important  there.  Mr. 
Lamb's  bad  state  of  health,  it  seems,  doth  not  permit 
his  speedy  return  to  America.  There  is  little  appear-^ 
ance  that  either  Naples  or  Portugal  will  make  their  peace 
with  the  Regency.  Our  treaty  meets  with  obstacles 
much  greater  than  you  apprehended  with  Portugal. 
Permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  a  great  probability 
that  the  Ambassador  of  that  nation  here  will  be  appoint- 
ed first  Minister ;  that  th6  Chevalier  del  Pinto  is  of  another 
party.'* 

^'  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has  been  indisposed  for 
some  time ;  this  is  a  public  misfortune,  but  still  more  to 
me,  personally.  Mr.  Barclay  mentions  to  me  that  the  En- 
glish are  in  disgrace  in  Morocco.  If  your  powers  from 
Congress  are  so  extensive  as  to  admit  Mr.  Barclay's  ne* 
gotiating  in  Barbary ;  if  even  you  can,  conjointly  with 
Mr.  Adams,  take  upon  you  (what  certainly  I  would  do) 
to  consult  the  public  interest  without  orders ;  you  will  al- 
low that  gentleman  to  make  overtures^  in  order  to  prevent 
hostilities-— at  least  to  give  time  to  Congress  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  judge  proper.  Be  assured  that  all 
that  I  can  do  to  second  the  operations  of  a  maa  proper  to 
be  emj^oyed  as  he  is,  I  sbaU  do  obeerfuHy.'^ 
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FROM  JOHN  JAT   TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     ? 
December  1,  1786.  y 

Dear  Sir^ 
The  frigate  called  tbe  Soutli  CaroIli>a,  belonging  to 
that  State,  assisted  Spain  at  tbe  reduction  of  Provideqce 
and  the  Bahama  islands.  To  obtain  compensation  for 
which,  Congress,  at  the  instance  of  the  State,  have  di- 
rected application  to  be  made  to  the  Court  of  Madrid. 
The  Prince  of  Lu^emburgh  is,  it  seems,  interested  in  the 
frigate,  and  in  the  expected  compensation.  The  Dele- 
gates of  South  Carolina  think  his  injSuence,  if  exerted, 
would  copduce  much  to  the  success  of  the  application. 
Your  endeavors  to  obtain  his  aid  and  support  are  request^ 
ed  ;  and  I  have  tbe  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  here- 
with, tbe  papers  relative  to  that  transaction,  under  an  un- 
sealed cover  directed  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  to  whom  be 
pleased  to  forward  them,  and  from  time  to  tim^  to  give 
him  such  advice  and  intelligence  as  may  facilitate  the  exe- 
cution of  his  instructions  on  this  subject. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSO]}. 

)r  Foreign  Affi 
December  13, 1766. 


Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 


Dear  Sir, 
Snce  closing  my  despatches  to  you.of  the  let  instant, 
I  learn  from  the  Consul  of  France  that  the  Prince  of 
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Luxemburgh  was  only  the  ostensible  owner  of  the  South 
Caraiina  ingate,  and  that  she,  in  reality,  belonged  to 
tike  King  of  France,  who  was  entitled  to  a  fourth  of 
her  prizes  and  profits.  This  information  induces  me  to 
think  that  it.  would  be  advisable  to  converse  on  the  sub- 
ject with  the  Count  de  Vergennea,  previous  to  any  ap- 
plication to  the  Prince.  These  despatches  will  explain 
thb  letter. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 
I  have  the  hotior  to  be,  &o., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FAOBt  JOHN  JAY   TO   THOMAS    J0FFER9ON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     7 
December  14, 1786. 3 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  loyou  was  dated  2Ttb  October,  by  the  way  of 
JLondon;  since  which,  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the 
1 1th  and  13th  August.  They  both  arrived  the  2%1  Novem- 
ber last ;  but  Congress  not  having  made  a  house  since  the 
7th  of  that  month,'they  have  not  yet  been  officially  com- 
muuicated. 

The  information  relative  tor  Shr  Guy  Carieton's  instruc- 
tKMis  is  in  direct  opposition  to  intelligence  I  have  received 
on  the  san^  subject  from  persons  in  London,  who  have 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  truth,  and  whose  credit  is 
unquestionable^  It  is  possible,  however,  that  they  may 
have  been  either  accidentally  or  designedly  deceived.  A 
variety  of  considerations,  and  some  facts,  afford  room  for 
saapknoos/that  th&te  is  aa  nhdecstandfiig  Wtwenr  the  hi** 
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jiargaita  ii^  Massaehua^tts  aod  aome  leading  pisrsoa  in 
Canada ;  bat  whether  with  or  without  the  consent  or  c<n>- 
nivanee  of  the  British  Government,  is  still  to  be  ascer- 
tained. There  is  so  much  evidence  of  their  baring  se«t 
emissajries  to  Quebec,  and  of  propositions  made  to  and 
received  by  tliem,  from  a  character  of  disticctidn  there, 
that  I  an^  iodueed  to  ibink  there  is  at  least  some. truth  b 
it.  A  report  has  also  circulated  that  the  insurgents  have 
money  and  pay,  not  ohly  for  supplies  afid  ammunition, 
but  also  for  personal  services.  This  iact  is  as  yet  sup- 
ported by  dender  proof;  so  much  so,  that  my  judgment 
remains  undecided  and  in  suspense  about  it.  Intimations 
have  been  given  that  the  people  t)f  Vermont  are  less  and 
less  anxious  to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and  that 
they  rather  incline  to  a  connexion  of  some  kind  or  other 
with  Britain,  than  with  us.  This,  also,  remains  to  be  proved . 
Two  citcumstances,  however,  give  it  some  appearance  of 
probability,  viz :  it  is  said  and  believed  they. talked  with 
Sirijfuy  OarletoD  during  the  war ;  and  they  know  that^  by 
remainii^  separate  from  die  States,  they  will  also  remain 
^incbarged  with  our  debts.. 

An  idea  that  may  do  mischief  has  been  very  i&catf- 
tiously  dropped  where  it  sfaoold  never  have  entered*^ 
that  the  interests  of  the  Atlantic  and  western  parts  of 
the  United  Suites  are  distinct;  and  that  the  growth  of  the 
latter  tending  to  dimmish  that  of  the  former,  die  westetn 
people  have  reason  to  be  jealous  of  the  tioitheni.  If  Britain 
really  means  to  do  us  faarm^  she  will  adopt  and  impress 
thid  idea. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  pufaKe  papars,  that  the 
Government  of  Massachusetts  has  behaved  witb  great 
raoderatm  tsd  condesoeosion  towarcb  the  insmgeetsf 
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more  so^  in  my  opinion,  than  was  wise.  Obsta pnficipiis 
always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  maxim  rery  applicable  to 
such  cases.  Those  malcontents,  undoubtedly,  mean 
more  than  the  redress  of  grievances  which  their  leaders 
coiiiplain  of,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  those  lead- 
ers have  more  extensive  views  than  their  followers  sus- 
pect.  During  the  winter  they  may,  perhaps,  continue 
quiet;  but  if,  during  the  course  of  it,  they  should  be  able 
to  bring  their  afikirs  into  system,  and  either  ob^m,  or  be 
promised,  foreign  countenance  and  aid,  they  wtH  proba- 
bly give  us  trouble  in  the  springs.  These  people  bear  no 
resemblance  to  an  English  mob;  they  are  more  tempe- 
rate, cool,  a:nd  regular  in  their  conduct.  They  have 
hitherto  abstained  from  phmder,  nor  have  they,  that  I 
know  of,  committed  any  outrages,  but  such  as  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  purpose  made  necessary.  I  hear  to- 
day that  ^me  of  their  leaders  in  one  of  the  counties 
have  certainly  been  taken  by  a  party  of  horse  from  Bos- 
ton. 

In  my  letter  of  the  27th  October,  I  enclosed  a  copy 
of  an  act  of  Congreiss,  authorizing  you  to  settle  the  affitit 
of  Scbweigbauser,  and  directing  the  Board  of  Treasury 
to  furnish  you  with  the  necessary  information,  {pre- 
sume, therefore,  that  such  part  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
August  as  relates  to  tlmt  mattef  wiB  be  referred  to  the 
Board,  and  that  the  Commissioners,  according  to  order, 
wiH  collect  and  transmit  to  you  the  inteIHgence  in  qy^- 
tlon. 

My  sentiments  respecting  the  cRscussion  of  this  matter 
with  the  Court  perfecily  correspond  mih  yours. 

The  situation  of  our  captive  countrymen  at  Algiers  is 
much  to  be  Uitneftted;  and  the  more  so,  as  their  deliver" 
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ance  k  difficult  to  effect.  Congress  cannot  comniand 
money  for  that,  nor,  indeed,  for  other  very  important  pur- 
poses. Their  reqi^isitions  produce  little,  and  Goverpnient 
(if  it  may  be  called  a  Government)  is  so  inadequate  to  its 
objects,  that  essential  alterations  or  essential  evils  must 
take  place.  I  hope  you  have,  received  the  order  of  Con- 
gress for  Mr.  Lamb's  recall ;  aoother  copy  of  it  is  here- 
with enclosed. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  delays  of  Portugal  proceed 
from  the  cause  you  suggest.  We  hear  the  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  Britain  will  be  concluded ;  if  so,  many 
consequences  will .  doubtless  result  from  it  to.  us,  as  well 
as  Portugal.  Some  suspect  t^at  France  and  England 
will  pursue  simikur  systems  of  colonial  oommcirce  with  us« 
Of  this,  however,  some  doubts  remain  on  iny  mind. 
This  country  is  still  exceedingly  out  of  humor  with  Bri- 
tain, and  every  commercial  privilege  we  have  from 
Fn^ce,  beyond  what  Britain  admits,  increases  it,  and 
strengthens  our  predilections  for  France.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Court  is  not  sufficiently  apprized  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  having  a  discreet  liberal-minded  Minister 
here.  It  is  important ,  to  both  countries^  that  Franca 
should  have  none  but  exact  and  capdid  representations 
from  hence ;  and  although  that  may  possibly  be  the  case 
in  general  at  present,  yet  there  is  some  ev^idence  of  one 
of  their  Consuls  having  written  that  we  suspected  ^heir 
sincerity  in  promoting  our  peace  with  Barbary.  Such 
communications  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  penetration 
and  intelligence  of  the  writer;  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  them  warranted  by  facts,  nor  conducive  to  mutual 
confidence.  .We  know  that  European  cpmmercial  na- 
tions never  rejoice  to  see  a  rival  at  peace  with  those^ 
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piraj^  l>ut  WO}  neveitbelesff^  thiok  that  France  has  rqore 
laducements  to  do  us  good  than  evil,  especially  od  that 
and  such  <  oecasioosr  If.  our  Govenuneoi  could  draw 
forth  the  resoutces  of  the  coontry,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing ail  appearances  to  the  contrary,  are  abundant,  I 
should  prefer  War.  to  tritHite^and  carry  on  our  Medilerra*- 
ii#an. trade  in  vessels  armed  and  manned  at  the  puUie 
expojBse*  I  daily  become  more  and  more  <x>nfirmed  m 
the  opinion  that  Government  should  be  divkied  juioex- 
eeutive,  legislative,  and  judicial  departmeots.  Congress 
is  uneq^l  to  the  first,  very  fit  lor  the  second,  und  but  ^1 
calculated  fer  the  third*  So  oHich  time  is  spent  in  de- 
liberation, that  ^he  season  ^r  actipn  often  pastes  by  be- 
lore  they  decide  on  what; should  be  done;  nor  is  therf 
much  diolre  aecreoy  than  expedition  in .  their  measures. 
These  inconveniences  arise,  not  £rom  personal  disquaUfi- 
cati(H^,  but  from  the  nature  andjconstruction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

If  Congress  had  money  to  purchase  peace  of  Algiers, 
or  redeem  the  captives  there,  it  certainly  would;  accord- 
ing to  their  present  ideas,  be  well  to  lose  no  time  in  doing 
both..  Neither ^ains  nor  expense,  if  within  any  tolera- 
ble limits,  should  be  spared  to  ransom  our  fellow-citi- 
zens ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  no  money  is  to  be  expected 
at  present  from  hence,  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  right 
to  make  new  loans,  until  we  have,  at  least  some  pro&pect 
of  paying  the  mterest  due  on  former  ones.  Our  country 
is  fertile,  abounding  in  useful  productions,  and  those  pro- 
ductions in  demand,  and  bearing  a  good  price ;  yet  relax- 
ation in  Government,  and  extravagance  in  individiials, 
create  much  public  and  private  distress,  and  much  public 
and  private  wfinf  of  good  fiiitb. 
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The  puUie  papem  wit)  teU  fcm  how  mu6h  reason  we 
have  fo  apprehend  to  Indian  war,  and  to  snispect  that 
Bncainiostigaies^it.  in  myopmion,  our  Indian  aflairs 
have  been  ill  managed.  Detoib  would  be  tedious.  In- 
dians have  been  murdered  by  our  peopte  in  cold  bloody 
and  no  salisfactiod  givi^  ;  nor  are  they  pleased  with  tbe 
avidity  with  whieh  we  seek  to  acquire  their  lands. 
Would  it  not  be  wiser  gradually  to  extend  our  se'^Ie- 
ments^  «s  wtnt  of  room  should  make  it  necessary,  than 
10  pitch  our  tents  thfoogh  tbe  wilderness^  in  a  great  via- 
n^ty  of  places^  far  distant  from  each  other,  $M  fK>m 
those  advantages  of  education^  civilitfatioD,  law  and  gov^ 
ernment,  idiicb  compact  setdements  and  nrighboi^ood 
affi)rd  ?  Shall  we  not  fill  the  wilderness  with  wliiiw 
savages ;  and  will  they  not  become  mdre  fonnidable  to  us 
than  the  tawny  ones  who  now  inhabit  it  ? 

At  to  the  sums  of  money  expected-  from  the  sale  of 
those  lands,  I  suspect  we  shall  be  deceived,  for,  at  what- 
ever price  they  may  be  sold,  tbe  cdieotion  and  payment 
of  it  will  not  be  easily  accomplished. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


TBOK  THOMAS  JBVFEBSON   TO  JOAN  JAV. 

Paris,  September  e(y,  1786. 

Sir, 

The.  last  letters  I  had  tbe  honor  of  writing  you  were 

of  the  lltfa  and  13th  August;  since  that>  I  have  been 

(avored  vnth  youvt  of  Jdy  14tb  and  August  18di.    1 

now  enclose  you  such  letliera  on  tbe  Btobary  negotia- 
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tions  as  have  come  to  hiuA  tioae  mj  last :  with  ibaM  is 
the  copy  of  a  joint  letter  ftoai  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  to 
Mr«  Lamb.  In  mme  of  August  IStb,  I  mentioDed  that  I 
bad  proposed  k  as  a  subject  of  consideratioa  to  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, wbetber  the  mission  of  Mr.  Barclay  to  Algiers 
might  answer  any  good  purposes.  He  is  of  epinioo  that 
it  could  not ;  I  have,  therefore,  infermed  Mi".  Banday 
(who,^  by  this  time,  is  probably  in  Spain)  that  he  is  at 
liberty  to  return  to  this  place,  to  London,  (k  America,  as 
he  shall  think  proper.  You  will  perceive  by  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Carmichae],  that  it  is  the  opiiiion  of  the  CouMs 
de  Florida  Blanca  and  d^Espilly,  that  a  treaty  with  the 
Ottoman  Porte  is  necessary  before  one  tan  be  made  with 
Algiers.  Shch  a  treaty  will  reqnnre  presentcHHK)t,  itxleed, 
as,  the  price  of  their  peace,  but  such  as  ^m  usually  made 
m  compliment  to  thek  Ministers.  But  as  it  would  be  in- 
effectual towards  opening  to  us  the  Mediterranean,  until 
a  peace  with  Algiers  can  be  obtained,  thtve  seems  to  be 
no  reason  for  pressing  it  tiU  there  is  a  prospect  of  settle- 
ment virith  the  Algerioes. 

Since  the  death  of  the  Knigt>f  Pnasia,  the  symptoms 
of  war  between  the  Porte  and  the  Ru^ians  and  Vene- 
tians have  become  stronger ;  I  think  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Court,  however,  that  there  will  be  no  war  shortly  on 
the  continent.  I  judge  this,  as  well  from  other  informa- 
tion, as  from  the  circumstance  of  a  late  reduction  of  their 
land  force.  ^I  their  military  preparations  43eem  to  be 
against  a  naval  war ;  nevertheless,  their  treaty  with  Eng- 
land has  lately  taken  a  sudden  start ;  declarations  ha%'e 
been  exchanged  between  the  negotiators,  in  the  nature  of 
preUminaries  to  a  definitive  treaty;  the  particulars  of  these 
declarations  are  not  yet  certainly  known. 


1 40  THOMAS  JEOT'ERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

'  I  wis  asked  by  the  Imperial  Ambassador  wbetfaer  I  had 
received  an  answer  on  the  subject  of  his  proposition  to 
renew  our  powers  to  treat  with  his  Sovereign.  .A  discrim- 
taation  which  they  understand  to  have  been  made  hi  Amer- 
ica, betv^een  the  subjects  of  powers  having  treaties  with 
us,  and  those  having  laone,  seenas  to  be  the  motive  of  their 
pressing  this  matter. 

It  being  known  that  M.  de  Calonne,  the  Minister  of 
Finance  for  this  country,  is  at  his  wits'  end  how  to  raise 
supplies  for  the  ensuing  year,  a  proposkion  hds  been 
made  him  by  a  Dutch  company,  to  purchase  the  debt  of 
the  United  States  to  this  country  for  twenty  millions  of 
livres'in  band.  Has  necessities  dispose  him  to  accede  to 
ike  proposition,  but  a  fa^itation  is  produced  l)y  the  ap- 
prehension that  it  might  lessen  our  credit  in  Europe,  and 
perhaps  be  disagreeable  to  Congress.  I  have  been  con* 
suited  hereon  by  the  agent  of  that  company.  I  informed 
him  that  I  could  nbt  judge  what  efieet  it  might  have  on 
our  credit,  and  was  not  authorized  either  ^o  approve  or 
disapprove  of  the  transaction.  I  have  since  reflected  on 
this  subject :  if  there  be  a, danger  that  our  payments  may 
not  be  punctual,  it*  might  be  better  that  the  discontents 
which  would  thence  arise  shetikl  be  transferred  from  a 
Court,  of  whose  good-will  we  have  so  much  need,  to 
the  breasts  of  a  private  company.  But'  it  .has  occurred 
to  me  that  we  might  find  occasion  to  do  what  would  be 
grateful  to  this  Court,  and  establish  with  them  a  coofi- 
4ence  in  our  honor.  I  am  informed  that  our  credit  in 
Holland  is  sound ;  might  it  not  be  possible,  then,  to  borrow 
thwe  the  four-and-twenty  millions  due'  to  thb  country, 
and  thus  pay  them  their  whole  debt  at  cmce?  This 
would  save  them  fitom  any  loss  on  our  account.    Nor  is  it 
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liable  to  the  objection  of  improprieiy  in  creating  new 
(kbts   before   we   have   more  .certain  means  of  paying ^ 
them  ;  it  is  only  transferring  a  debt  from  one  creditor  to. 
another,  and  remo^ng  the  causes  of  discoatent  to*  per- 
sons, with  whpm  they.wouW  do  us,  less  iqji^ry.    Think- 
ing that  this  matter  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  Congress, 
[.will  endeavor  that  the  negotiation  shall  be  retarded,  till 
it  may  be  possible  fot  roe  to  know  their  decision,  which, 
therefore,  I  will  lake  tbe|liberty  of  praying  immediately. 
You.willliave  heard  before  this  comes  to  hand  that 
the  parties  in  the  United  Netherlands  hare  come  to  an 
open  rupture..    How  far  it^  will  proceed^  cannot  now  be 
foreseen.    I  send  you  herewith  ^  the  Gazettes  of  France . 
aod  Leyden  to  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  &;c.,    . 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM    THOMAS    BARCLAY   TO    MESSRS.     ADAMS     AND     JEF- 
FERSON. 

Moroceo,,  July  16,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 
I  wrote  you  on  the  26th  of  last  mcmth,  and  expect-, 
ed  to  have  followed  my  letter  in  a  week,  but  several 
unforeseen  matters  have  hitherto  detained  us  ;  however^ 
I  expect  we  shall  §et  put  to-morrow  or  the  day  follow- 
ing.    The  13th  instant  the  treaty  was  sent  to  me  by 
the  E%ndi ;  since  which,  some  important  alterations  have 
been  made,  which  the  villany  and   carelessness  of  the 
Talbe  Houdrani  (to  whom  the.  drawing  was  committed) 
made  necessary ;  and  yesterday  it  was  again,  delivered  from  ^ 
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Tabar  Fenoi^,  to  wliia$e  bands  the  Klag  commiu^d  the 
arrang^meflt  of  tbe  matter.  It  still  wants  an  additional 
article,  or  rather  a  declaration!  wfa'tcb  his  Majesty  fats 
permitted  to  be  made  in  bis  name,  but  which  he  desired 
might  not  m^ke  a  part  of  the  treaty.  When  this  is  done^ 
it  will  stand  as  I  described  k  in  my  last  letter,  viz :  ^  tbei« 
is  only  one  article  more  I  wish  to  see  inserted,  and  thati 
think  will  never  prove  of  any  eonsequence."   . 

Wh^n  I  send  ypu  the  treaty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ac*- 
company  It  with  some  remarks,  with  which  I  wiU  not 
now  tronble  you ;  and  the  only  one  I  shall  make  is,  t\M 
the  King,  ibrougbout  the  whole,  has  acted  inr  a  manmer 
the  most  gracious  and  condescending,  and  I  really  believe 
the  Americans  possess  as  much  of  bis  respect  and  regard 
as  does  any  Christian  imuon  whatever*  If  you  should 
think  my  services  at  Algiers,  Tunis,  or  Tripoli,  necessary, 
1  hope  your  commands  will  meet  me  m  the  south  of 
Spain  ;  for,  after  returning  to  Paris,  it  will  be  utterly  im- 
possible for  me  to  engage  further  in  the  business.  A 
peace  with  the  Barbary  powers  is  absolutely  essential  to 
tbe  commerce  of  our  country,  and  I  think  a  general  one 
might  be  mtfde,  notwithstanding  the  impediments  that 
appear.  The  Emperor  has  ordered  five  frigates  on  a 
cruise  in  the  Adantic  Ocean.  He  is  now  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,  except  Russia,  Malta,  Hamburg,  tmdDant* 
zic.  A  treaty  with  the  first  of  these  powers  was  Con- 
cluded on,  and  the  articles  drawn,  but  it  was  afterwards 
broken  ofiT.  The  Emperor  complains  much  of  the  treat- 
ment he  receives  frotn  England  ;  and  Mr.  Dufif,  who  came 
here  some  lime  ago  as  Pro-Consul,  returned  tbe  day  be- 
fore we  arrived,  highly  ofi^nded  at  bis  reception ;  the  Em- 
peror having  refused  to  receive  tiie  lettet  wiiioh  Lori 
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Sydaey  wrote,  sayw^  be  wouM  read  uo  letters  from  Eng- 
knd  bm  such  a3  were  written  by  the  Kti^*  J  had  a 
letter  yeste^rday  frpm  Mr .  Carmicbaeli  and  was  in  (real 
b^pea  it  would  have  covered  one  from  you,  but  I  am 
hitherto  without  the  pleasure  of  bearing  from  you. 
I  am  always,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM   THOMAS   BARCLAT    TO     MESSRS.   ADAMS   AND    JEF- 
FERSON. 

Mo^adore,  July        178^ 
Gentlemen, 
I  wrote  you  from  Morocco  under  date  of  the  16th. 
As  I  do  not  know  when  that  letter  is  likely  to  reach 
you,  I  trouble  you  now  with  a  copy  of  it;  and  as  I  shall 
set  Qut  in  a  few  days  for  Tangier,  I  defer,  until  my  arrival 
in  Europe,  being  particular. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  AND  JOpN 
ADAMS. 

Daralbeyda,  August  11, 1786. 

Gentlemen, 

I  arrived  here  to-day,  and  shall  continue  my  journey  to 

Tangier  early  in  the  morning.    'The  plague  being  at 

Constantino,  occasions  a  rigorous  quarantine  of  forty  days 

(from  Barbary)  in  Spain.'  I  shall  therefore  endeavor  to 
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get  into  Ceuta,  which,  bdng  in  the  bands  of  the  Span 
iardsy  is  an  exception  to  the  above  rem^^  and  I  think 
the  quarantine  from  thence  is  only  twelve  days. 

The  treaty  shall  be  forwarded  with  aH  expedition  as 
soon  as  I  arrive  in  Europe,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  am, 
gentlemen,  be, 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


7R0M   JOHN  LAMB  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Alicant,  August  10,  1786. 
Finding  myself  unable  to  embark,  and  desiring  to  have 
my  declaration  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,  apcording 
to  your  Excellency's  orders,  I  have  sent  the  vessel  to 
give  the  earliest  notice.  She  sailed  the  9th  of  this  cur- 
rent, with  every  transaction,  together  with  my  last  orders 
from  your  Excellency.  The  vessel  is  insured,  and  does 
not  sail  at  public  expense.  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could 
hear  if  Mr.  Randall  had  arrived,  and  had  delivered  to 
your  Excellency  my  declaration,  which  I  forwarded  by 
him.  At  the  reception  of  your  Excellency's  last  orders 
to  me,  I  stated  my  situation  in  two  letters,  one  of  the 
15th,  and  the  other  of  the  18th  of  July.  I  hope  they  have 
come  safe  to  hand. 

I  am,  Sz;c., 

JOHN  LAMB. 


FROM  JOHN   ADAMS    ANP    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN 
LAJIIB. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  15th  and 
18th  July  from  Alicant,  and  are  sorry  to  learn  that  your 
indisposition  discourages  you  from  travelling  by  land  or  by 
sea. 

We  still  think  iteaost  advisable,  both  for  your  own  in- 
terest and  that  of  the  United  States,  that  you  should  re- 
turn to  Congress  for  their  further  instructions  as  soon  aft 
possible;  and  we. again  propose  to  you  to  embark  from 
Spaioi^  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Congress  have  never  informed  us  of  a|^  promise  made 
or  encouragement  given  you,  that  you  should  be  settled 
with  in  Europe,  ^nd  we  think  it  best  you  should  settle 
with  their  Board  of  Treasury,  Nevertheless,  if  y<)u 
transmit  to.  us  your  account,  we  will  adjust  it,  as  far  as  lies 
in  us,  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress.  Your  letter  of 
credit  we  wish  you  to  return  to  one  of  us,  by  the  firsr 
opportunity,  as  you  will  not  have  occasion  to  draw  agsun 
by  virtue  of  it. 

Mr*  Randall  is  gone  to  New  Yorkj.  and  it  is  our  wish 
that  you  might  be  tber^  with  him,  that  Congress  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  receiving  from  both  tc^gether  a^ 
much  informatioo  as  possible,  that  you  might  mutually 
aid  each  other  in  settling  your  accounts. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

jam  ADAMS, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Witliam  Carmichael  to  Thomas 
Jefferson, 

St.  Ildefonso,  August  17, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  transmit,  on  the  15th  July,  to  your 
Excellency,  a  copy  of  a  note  to  rae  from  his  Excellency 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  dated  13th,  enclosing  ex- 
tracts of  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  Consul  General  in 
Morocco,  and  one  from  the  principal  Minister  of  his  Mo- 
roccan Majesty  relatiye  to  Mr.  Barclay's  negotiation.  On 
the  Uth  instant  I  received  a  note  from  the  Countde  Flo- 
rida Blanca,  with  a  copy  of  the  treaty  in  Spanish,  which 
I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Jay,  via  France,  by  the  last  post ;  the 
Count  of  Florida  Blanca  having  requested  me  to  return 
the  copy  he  sent  me  for  my  perusal.  I  had  not  time  to 
make  out  a  second  for  my  own  use  ;  and  as  I  perceived, 
by  a  letter  which  I  lately  sent  you  from  Mr.  Barclay, 
and  which  that  gentleman  left  open  for  my  perusal,  that 
all  but  one  article  of  his  propositions  had  been  accepted, 
Ido  not  so  much  regret  my  want  of  time  to  transcribe  a 
copy  for  you.  I  think  it,  however,  proper  to  submTt  to 
your  perusal  the  translation  of  i  letter  from  hfe  Moroccan 
Majesty  to  the  Consul  General  of  Spain,  which  proves 
the  essential  serviceis  that  the  mterference  of  his  Catho- 
lic Majesty  hath  rendered  tlie  United  States  on  tbb  occa- 
sion.   It  is  as  follows  : 

«  Glory  to  God  alone.  There  is  no  strength  nor  power 
but  in  God.     (Seal.) 

To  the  Spanish  Consul. — ^For  him  wbofoHom  the  true 
path* 
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We  have  receired  thy  letter,  and  read  ythsX  tbou  fat»l 
written  concerDmg  the  Americans.  They  have  present- 
ed tbemsekes,  bearing  a  letter  from  King  Chartes,  for 
whose  sake  we  hav^e  granted  their  requests,  and  signed  th& 
treaties,  which  they  offered  and 'we  accepted.  We  here- 
with send  thee  copies  of  those  treaties,  in  order  that  tbou 
mayst  lay  them  before  the  King  of  Spain.  When  thou 
art  ready  to  comeyoto  our  presence,  give  notice,  in  order 
that  horses  may  b6  sent  for  thy  aecommodatioR.  We 
s^te  thee.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  the  moon  Ramadan, 
in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  1200— (corresponding  to  ihe  8lh 
July,  1786.)" 

Yesterday  I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr. 
Barclay,  which  your  Excellency  will  receive  by  a  courier 
despatched  from  hence  to  the  Count  de  Aranda  and  the 
Chevalier  del  Campo.  This  messenger  carries  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  convention  relative  to  the  Mosquito  shore,, 
signed  the  14th  of  July,  by  the  latter  and  the  Marquis 
of  Caermarthen.  I  have  in  my  possession  an  extract  of 
this  convention ;  but  as  I  presume  Mr.  Adams  must  have 
already  furnished  you  with  m  copy  of  it,  1  forbear  trans- 
mitting  it.  It  has  given  gre^t  satisfaction  here.  The 
King  manifested,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  British 
Minister,  the  pleasure  the  conclusion  of  thb  afiair  gave  him. 
It  seems  to  be  the  system  of  Great  Britain  to  court  Spain, 
and  their  Minister  here  is  well  qualified  to  execute  their 
plans. 

On  the  14th  of  June  a  treaty  was  signed  between 
Spain  and  Algiers.  It  is  not,  however,  yet  ratified,  owing 
to  the  bad  state  of  health  of  the  Count  of  Florida  Blanca. 
I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Jay  a  copy  of  this  treaty.    I  have  such 
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a  firm  reliance  oo  tbe  repeated  promises  of  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanoa  froia  the  experience  of  this  Minister's  puncs 
tualitj  and  regard  for.  his  word,  in  all  tbe  transactions  that 
Ibave  had  with  him  during  my  ipission  here,thatl  thinkl 
oan^ely  assert  diat  we  may  depend  on  tbe  best  officesof 
tbb  Court,  whenever  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  renew 
our  overtures  to  Algiers^ 

Tbe.  Republic  of  Genoa  is  doing  whet  its  Ikntted 
ftiances  will  permit,  to  protect  its  commerce*  I  am 
told  tbat  the  King  of  Sardinia  b jdcNng  the^ame.  The 
Portuguese  and  Neapolitan  Envoys  have  gone  to  Algiers. 
Thehr  success  is  problematical.  If  I  were  inforjoed  of  the 
obstacles  attending  our  treaty  with  Portugal,  I  flatter  my- 
self that  I  might  be  of  some  Utility.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  at  this  Court  will  be 
nominated  Minister  of  State.  I  tell  you  beforehand  tha(, 
he  is  anti-Gallican.  I  believe  he  is  of  a  party  opposed  to 
the  Chevalier  Pinto. 

I  am  assured,  by  iJohat  oughi  to  be  good  authority,  that 
the  affairs  of  this  Court  and  Naples  are  in  a  good  train. 
This  appears  to  want  confirmation.  I  write  freely  and 
fully  to  you,  and  hope  you  wfll  have  the  same  confidence 
with  respect  to  your  Excellency's,  fcc., 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


Extract  of  a  Jetter  from  JVUUam  Carmicha€lto  Thonui$ 
Jefferson. 

St  ndefoDso,  September  4, 1786. 

Sir, 
Since  I  had  the  honor  to  ibform  your  Excellencj  of 
the  success  of  Mr.  Barclay^s^  mission,  of  which  I  was 
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«dvked  by  bis  Exc^eU^Doy  the  Couol  de  Floftda  Bi«tM^ 
ibe  treaty  of  ihb  Court  with  Algiers  has  been  ratified  by 
his  Caibolic  Msgesty.  This  ratificatioQ  was  8%ned  the 
iHih  ultimo*  The  Coimt  d'Espiily  will  set  oiH  for  Al- 
ipers  in  a  few  weeks,  with  the  preseotagiTen  on  this  occar 
sit)D  to  the  t>ey  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  itegen* 
cy.  The  ransom  of  the  Spanish  prisoners  is  left  for  a 
distinct  negotiatiod.  There'aj^  also  some  aitiaf^ements 
to  be  taken  witii  the  Bey  of  Mascara  cmt  Constandne,  tfai^ 
ddciiand  {mtieoce  and  <n(^ey. 

1  aiii  as8»r^d  by  the  Cotmts  de  Florida  Blttmm  and 
4'Espilly,  that,  until  we  llave  a  treiity  with  the  Forte,  it 
wiU  ahswer  no  purpose  to  attempt  a  negotiatbn  with  AU 
gie|8. 

FROM  JOHN  J  AT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  Febmary  9, 1767/ 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  14th  December,  I  hW^ 
been  honored  :  witb  yours  of  the  S6th  September  last, 
which,  with  the  papers  tfatit  it  enclosed,  have  b^n  laid 
before  Congrras ;  but  neither  on  that,  nor  any  6f  your  late 
tetters,  have  any  orders  as  yet  been  made. 

The  annual  election  produces  much  delay  in  affiiirs* 
From  that  time  to  this,  scarcely  any  thing  has  been  donei 
It  was  dot  until  last  week  that,  seven  States  being  re- 
presented, a  President  was  elected;  tlie  choice  fell  on 
Major  C^neral  St.  Glair.  They  have  niuch  back  busi« 
ness  to  despatch ;  several  reports  on  important  subjects 
from  the  different  departments  are  to  be  consid^ed  slnd 
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^ieeided  upon.  A  form  of  gbvernment  so  constructed  has 
inconveniences,  which  I  think  will  continue  to  operate 
against  the  public  or  national  interest,  until  some  cause, 
not  easily  predict^,  shall  produce  sueh  a  modification  of 
it  as  that  the  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  business 
of  government  may  be  consigned  to  three  proper  and  dis- 
tinct departments.  The  struggles  for  and  against  the  im- 
post remain,  but  promise  little.  The  States,  in  general, 
pay  little  attention  to  requisitions ;  and  1  fear  that  our 
debts,  foreign  and  domestic,  will  D»t  soon  be  provided  for 
io  a  manner  satisfactory  to  our  creditors.  The  evils  to  be 
expected  from  such  delays  are  less  difficult  to  be  Ibreseea 
than  obviated.  Our  Goverrfment  wants  energy,  and  there 
is  reason  to  fear  that  too  much  has  been  expected  from 
the  virtue  and  good  sense  of  the  people. 

You  will  receive,  herewith  enclosed,  a  letter  from  Con- 
gress to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  with  a  copy  of  it  for 
your  inforniation.  It  is  in  answer  to  one  received  from 
him,  and  should  have  been  of  earlier  date,  had  Congress 
seoner  convened.  Be  pleased  to  explain  this  circumstance 
to  the  Mtpi^er. . 

The  public  papers,  herewith  sent,  contain  all  we  at 
present  know  respecting  the  troubles  in  Massachusetts. 
Whether:  they  will  soon  be  tenninated,  or  whalt  events 
they  may  yet  produce,  is  perfectly  uncertain ;  and  the  more  . 
so,  as  we  are  yet  to  ascertain  whether,  and  how  far,  they 
may  be  encourageid  by  our  neighbors.. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Otto,  formally 
eontradictkig  the  Veport  of  an  exchange  between  France 
and  Spain^  for  the  Floridas.  That  report  had  excited  at- 
tMtion,  and  given  pleasure  to  anti^^Uicans. 

0«r  ipprebenskms  of  an  Indhn  war  still  continue ;  tot 
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"we  are  at  t  loss  to  determine  whelher  tbe  present  contin- 
^mnce  of  peace  is  to  be  8seri(>ed  to  the  season,  or  their 
pacific  inteniioDs. 

We  have  not  yet  receired  the  Morocco  treaty.  As 
lioo&as  it  arrives,  I  am  persuaded  that  CoDgress  will  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  mftUog  their  adcnowledgoients 
to  tbe  friendly  powers  that  promoted  it.  >  Mr.  Laq^b  is 
-8tiU  absent ;  he,  <loiibtless,  has  received  tbe  order  of 
Ooogress  directing  bis  return,  either  from  you  and  Mr. 
Adams,  orTlirec%  from  me. 

Congress  has  not  yet  gmaaoy  orders  inspecting  finrtbet 
-negodftiioirs  wkb  tbe  Batbtry  Stutes ;  nor  can  I  venture 
•to  say  what  tbeir  seDtifneQ&  will  be  on  that  bead.  I  aaa 
^ually  at  a  loss  to  judge  what  they  will  direct  respecting 
treaties  of  conunerce  with  the  Emperor  and  other  Euro- 
fiean  powers.  For  my  part,  1  tbinrk,  and  have  recom- 
faended,  that  commissions  and  instructioos  should  be  seat 
to  you  «ad  Mr»  Adams  for  those  purposes.  In  niy 
•ofMiion,  suefa  treaties  for  short  terms  might  t>e  advanta- 
geous* Tbe  tkne  is  not  yet  come  for  us  to  expect  tlie 
best.  The  distance  of  that  period  will,  however,  de|ieod 
4Bucb  on  ouradyes.  . 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY, 

^.  • ..      ■       , 

fftBOM   xaOM AS  JEFFSaSOOY  «0  JDHir  JAT. 

Paris,  Ofctober  23, 1786. 
Sir, 
In  a  letter  of  January  2d,  I  had  the  honor  of  com- 
municating  to  you  the  measures  wbich  bad  been  pursued 
here  for  the  improvement  of  the  commerce  between  tbe 
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Wited  S^t^  aod  France;  tbe  genetal  wm  of  tlisi 
Oomoieree,  wbipb  I  bad  pieseni«d  to  tbe  Ccmnt^re  Var* 
gennes ;  tbe  circumstance  of  the  renewal  of  the  S*arais^ 
ii^bich  had,  obliged  me  to  press  s^antely^.a^d  iii  tbe  first 
fSftce,  tbe  wtiCle,of  tobacco,  and  that  whiefa  had  abo 
brooght  forwfljd  tfaat  of  whale  oU  ;  and  in  017  ktlers  of 
May  27th  itod  SLst,  l!mfi>rmed  ym  of  the  rtsaltioa  the- 
firsyt  pf  theto  aiticlefl*  During  the  ooucse  pf  these  ftor 
^(Dediogs,  a  coaimiltee  had  beea  eataUiahed  fcr  cot^ider- 
»g  tbe  means  of  promoting  the  geneta)  comoieioe  srkh 
«iU)[ieripa>  and  ttm  ManjiMs  4e  la  Fatyseiie  iwas  named  of 
^t  committee ;  bis  ittfldenee  10  obnining  tltti  eslaUbb- 
ioent  wis  i^Inablei  b^i  Us^ahocs  ami  hb  peneteraiioe  is- 
a  menpbor  of  it  became  ijufiaitely  ttNre  sou  Imnediatety 
after  tte  ooounitlee  of  Beni%  of  whidi  my  letter^  Maf 
ffith  gaire  an  aecouat,  we  thought  it  expedient  to  btiqg 
•ibe  g^i^ral  sutgect  of  the  American  oommefce  hefiwe^ 
ibe  committee :  and  as  the  members  were  jwach  unao^ 
fuainted.  with  tbe  nature  tmd  vahie  of  onr  ooQineac^ 
i«oductioP9>  the  Macqui»  proposed  ihal,  in  a  leitter  toium 
;as  f  .m.emJb^^  I  sboul4  gi?e  w  particuiftF^fetaiisof  ifaem 
as  I  could,  as  a  ground  for  that  commklee  to  prei^od  on. 
I  did  so  in  a  kjtter,  a  copy  of  which  I  faaire  now  the 
honor  to  eodose*  The  committee  were  well  disposed, 
and  agreed  to  repcrt  not  only  tbe  general  measures  which 
tbey  thought  expedient  to  be  adopted,  but  the  form  of 
the  letter  toJw  wiiunn  by  the  Minister  of  Fkiance  to  me,, 
for  tbe  communication  of  these  measuies.  I  have  re- 
ceived his  tetter  this  morning,  and  have  now  Ae  honor 
to  enelpse  it.  I  aefompeny  it  with  the  one  ^proposed  by 
(be  conimlttQe^  of  which  you  will  perpeiye  that  it  js  al- 
in9st  |L  vfuri^al  copy*    h  iumisbes  a  proof  of  the  diapoa» 
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lion  of  the  Kng  and  his  Mioisters  to  produce  a  inare  itk- 
ttmate  iotereoiifse  between  the  two&ations  ;  indeed,  I^imist 
say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  see,  the  frieDdsbip  of  the 
people  <£  tt»s  country  towards  us  is  eordial  and  general, 
and  that  it  is  a  kind  of  seeurity  for  the  friendship  of 
Mtnisters,  Who  ctnaot  in  any  country  be  uaiofiu^ced  by 
the  roice  of  the  people :  to  this  vnq  may  add,  that  it  is  th^ 
interest  as  well  as  ours  to  multiply  tfae  bands  of  friend- 
ship between  m.  •  As  the  regulations  stated  in  tfae  Minis* 
ler's  letter  are  immediately  interesting  to  tho^  concerned 
4n  our  commerce^  I  send  printf^copiesof  it  to  the  seapoi^ 
towas  of  Fiance.  We  may  conaider  them  as  an  ulti- 
mate settlemeiit  of  the  oonditions  of  our  commeme  with 
tins  country ;  hr^  tfaough  the  consolidation  of  ship  duties, 
and  the  eacottragemesls  for  the  ifoportation  of  rice,  are 
not  finally  decided,  yet  the  letler  contains  a  promise  of 
tbem,  so  soop  as  iieotiinry  fsds  shall  be  known.  With  a 
iriew  to  come  at  ^tbe  facts  relative  to  the  two  last  objecis, 
r  bad  propo»d,  wheneTcr  I  should  receive  the  final  de- 
dfton  BOW  ei^losedt  to  avaU  mytelf  of  the  pause  whicb 
that  would  produce,  in  order  to  visit  tfae  seaport  towns 
with  which  we  trade  chiefly,  and  to  collect  that  kind  of 
knowledge  of  out  commerce,  and  of  what  may  be  fur- 
ther usfifal  to  it,  which  can  only  be  gatheted  on  the  spot, 
and  suggested  by  one's  own  inspection  ;  but  the  delay 
which  has  attended  the  ob^ainiog  the  final  determination 
has  brought  us  to  the  entrance  of  winter,  and  will  oblige 
me  to  postpone  my  journey  to  the  spring.  Besides  the  ob^ 
jeets  of  public  utility,  which  induce  me  to  make  a  tour  of 
this  kind,  that  of  health  will  oblige  me  to  pay  more  Bt- 
ieiiliontafexef€ise«nf}cl|au86<of  air  than  I  have  bitlrer- 
t&  done  9m&  my  r^sidepQe  in  jSufsop^ ;  mod  1 1^  w$iiif 
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to  hope  that  I  may  be  permitted  at  times  to  absent  my- 
self from  this  place,  taking  occasions  when  there  is  no- 
thing important  on  band  nor  likely  to  arise. 

The  assistance  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  the 
whole  of  this  business,  has  been  so  earnest  and  so  efllea- 
cious,  that  I  am  ift  duty  bound  to  place  it  under  the  eye 
of  Congress^  a^  worthy  of  their  notice.  On  this  occasion, 
their  thanks,  or  such  other  notice  as  they  should  think 
proper,  Would  be  grateful  to  him,  without  doubt.  He  has 
richly  deserved,  and  will  continue  to  deserve  it,  T^lienever 
occasions  shall  arise  of  rendering  service  to  the  United 
States.  These  occasions  will  continually  odcur.  Though 
the  abolition  of  the  monopoly  of  our  tobacbbbs  canooc 
be  hoped,  under  the  present  circumstances^  changes  are 
possible,  which  may  open  that  hope  again.  However  jeal- 
ous, too,  this  country  is  of  foreign  intercourse  whh  their 
colonies,  that  intercourse  is  too  essential  16  m  to  be  abut- 
doned  as  desperate;  at  this  moment,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  pro- 
j^sed ;  but  by  watching  circumstances,  occasion  may  arise 
tiereafter,  and  I  hope  will  arise.  I  know  from  experienee 
what  would  in  that  case  be  the  value  of  sirch  an  anid- 
iary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FHOJi  THOMAS  JCf  FI^RSO^  "T4>  MAB^UIS   DE   LA   rAY£TT£. 

f^is,  July  17,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  now  the  honor  of  enebsing  to  you  an  e^iroite 
ot  the  Sports  and  imports  of  the  United  Stales.    Cal- 
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eolations  of  this  kind  caodoi  pretend  to  accuracy ;  where 
inattention  and  fraud  combine  to  suppress  their  objects, 
apprbximation  is  all  they  can  aim  at.  Neither  care  nor 
candor  has  been  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring  them  as  near 
the  truth  as  my  skill  and  materials  would  enable  me  to 
do.  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  best  documents  from 
the  custom-houses  which  have  been  given  to  the  public, 
ind  have  beeu  able  to  rectify  these  in  many  instances, 
by  information  collected  by  myself,  on  the  spot,  jn  many 
of  the  States.  Still  remember,  however,  that  I  call  them 
4>ut  approximations,  and  that  they  mast  present  some 
errors  as  considerable  as  they  were  unavoidable. 

Our  commerce  divides  itself  into  European  and  West 
Indian.     I  have  conformed  my  statement  to  this  division. 

On  running  over  the  catalogue  of  American  imports, 
France  will  naturally  mark  out  those  articles  with  which 
she  could  supply  us  to  advantage,  and  i^e  may  safely 
calculate  that,  after  a  little  time  shall  have  enabled  us  to 
get  rid  of  our  pres^it  incumbrances,  and  of  some  remains 
of  attachment  to  the  particular  forms  of  manufacture  to 
which  we  have  been  habituated^  we  shall  take  those  arti- 
cles which  she  can  furnish  on  as  good  terms  as  other  na- 
tionSf  to  whatever  extent  she  will  enable  us  to  pay  for 
them.  It  is  her  interest,  therefore,  as  well  as  ours,  to 
multiply  the  means  of  payment ;  these  must  he-found  in 
the  catalogue  of  our  exports,  and  among  these  will  be 
seen  neither  gold  tior  silver ;  we  have  no  mines  of  either 
of  these  metals ;  produee,  therefore,  is  all  we  can  o&r. 
Some  articles  of  our  produce  will  \m  feupd  very  con- 
venimit  to  this  country  for  her  own  consumption ;  others 
vrill  be  convenient  as  being  more  commeiciable  in  her 
iiands  than  those  she  will  giva  in  exchange  for  them. 
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If  tbere  be  any  whieh  sb«  ciii  neithef  cobsume  Boir  dis- 
pose of  by  e&obange,  she  will  not  buy  th^m  of  tg^,  and, 
of  course,  we  shall  Dot  bring  them  to  her.  If  Amrncan 
prodoce  can  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  Fratice,  the  arti- 
cles of  exchange  for  it  will  be  taken  in  those  ports ;  and 
the  only  means  of  drawing  it  hither  is  to  let  the  met- 
chaiit  see  that  be  can  dispose  of  it  chi  better  tetms  here, 
than  anywhere  else.  If  the  maiket  price  of  this  coott- 
try  does  not,  in  itself,  offer  this  superiority,  it  may  be 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  it  should  be  ciitained  by 
sticb  abatement  of  duties,  and  even  by  such  other  encour* 
agements,  as  the  importance  of  the  knicle  may  justify. 
Should  some  loss  attend  this  in  the  beginning,  k  can  be 
discontinued  when  the  trade  shall  be  well  established  in 
this  channel. 

With  respect  to  the  West  Indian  commerce,  I  must 
apprize  you  that  ihis  esumate  does  not  present  its  present 
face ;  no  materials  have  enabled  us  to  see  how  it  stancb 
since  the  war ;  we  can  only,  show  what  it  was  before  that 
period.  New  regulations  haTe  changed  our  situation 
there  much-  for  the  worse.  This  is  mo^t  sensibly  felt  in 
the  exports  of  fish  and  flour.  The  surplus  of  the  former, 
which  these  regulations  threw  back  on  its,  is  forced  to 
Europe,  where,  by  increasing  the  quantity,  it  lessens  the 
•price.  The  surplus  of  the  latter  is  sunk ;  and  to  what 
other  objectJB  thb  portion  of  industry  is  turned  or  turning, 
I  am  not  able  to  discover.  The  imports,  too,  of  sugar 
and  cofiee,  are  thrown  under  great  difficulties ;  these  in- 
crease the  price,  and,  being  articles  of  food  for  the  pooret 
dass,  (as  you  may  be  sensible  on  observing  the  quantities 
jconsumed,)  a  smaH  increase  of  price  places  them  above 
the  reach  of  this  class,  which,  beii^  nuroeibus,  must  oc» 
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casion  a  great  diminutioB  of  consumptioo.  It  remains  to 
s0e  whether  the  American  will  endeavor  to  baffle  these 
qew  restrictions,  in  order  to  indulge  his  habits,  or  will 
adapt  his  habits  to  other  objects,  which  may  furnish  em« 
ployment  to  the  surplus  of  industry  formerly  occupied  in 
raising  that  bread  which  no  longer  finds  a  vent  in  the  West 
Indian  market.  If,  instead  of  either  of  these  measures,  he 
should  resolve  to  come  to  Europe  for  coffee  and  sugar,  be 
must  lessen,  equival^ntly,  his  consumption  of  some  other 
European  articles,  in  order  to  pay  for  his  coffee  and  sugar ; 
the  bread  with  which  he  formerly  paid  for  them  in  the 
West  Indies,  not  being  demanded  in  the  European  market. 
In  fact,  the  catalogue  of  imports  offers  several  articles 
more  dispensable  than  coffie  and  sugar.  Of  all  these  sub- 
jects, the  committee  and  yourself  are  the  most  competent 
judges ;  to  you,  therefore,  I  trust  them  with  every  wish  for 
their  improvement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JErFERSON. 


Estimate  of  the  Exports  of  the  United  States  of 
America, 


ToEuK^, 

W.  Indies 

.    Total. 

Limts. 

Lomf^ 

Louk. 

Pish,            -           - 

.    107,000 

50,000 

157^000 

Pi$hoU,        ... 

-    181,668 

'0,562 

l»l,a50 

Fishbones,  -           -           - 

'       8,400 

.    8,400 

Salted  meats, 

.< 

131,500 

131,500 

Live  stock,   - 

-■ 

99,000 

99,000 

Butter,  cheese, 

.'- 

18,000 

18i000 

Fkrar,  bread,  660,000  barrels. 

-    330,000 

330,000 

660,000 

Wheat,  2,210,000  bushels,    - 

-    331,000 

33M0O 

l^djaa  cocQ,  pulse, 

-      30,000 

61,000 

^1,000 
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KuKopc. 

W.  IndMS.    Total. 

LouU. 

Louts. 

Louis, 

Rice,  130,000  barrels, 

-    189,350 

70,650 

260,000 

Indigo,         -           -           - 

-      51,700 

51,700 

Tobacco,  87,000  hogsheads. 

1,305,000 

1,305,000 

Potadi,  20,000  barrels, 

.     .49,000 

;    49,000 

Peltry, 

.    184,900 

184,<)0O 

Flaxseed,     -           -           - 

.      79,500 

79,500 

H!emp,         -          - 

-      21,000 

21,000 

Iron,  cQ|)per,            -           - 

.      84,000 

6,000 

SO,000 

Turpentine,  Ac.  60,000  barrels, 

.      29,4lO 

1,840 

31,250 

Timber,  lumber,       -          - 

-      82,000 

164,000 

246,000 

Ships,  300, 

-    216,500 

216,500 

Miscellanies, 

-      22,000 
3,302,448 

22,000 

941,552 

4,244,000 

Estimate  of  the  Imports  from  Europe  and  Africa  of  the 
United  States  of  America* 

Woollen  cloths  of  every  description, 
linens  of  every  description,  hos- 
iery, hats,  gloves,  shoes,  boots^ 
saddlery  and  other  things  of  leather, 
silks,  gold  and  silver  lace,  jewelry, 
millinery,  toys.  East  India  goods,  . 
porcelain,  glass,  earthenware,  sil- 
ver, copper,  brass,  tin,  pewter, 
lead,  steel,  iron  in  every  forin,  up- 
holstery, cabinet  work,  painters' 
colors,  cheese,  pickles,  confitures, 
chocolate,  wine,  (2000  tons  at  100 
louBs— 200,0i00  louis,)  brandy,beer, 
medicinal  drugs,  snuff,  bees-wax, 
books,stationaiy,  mill  stones,grind* 
stones,  marble,  sail  cloth,  cordage, 
8hit>  chandlery,  fishing  tackle,  ivo- 
ry, yebony,  barwood,  dyewood, 
dav^  salt,  (52i;325  bushels,  at 
'34  sous,  86,061  louls  61iv.)       -  3,039,000  0  0 
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From  the  West  Indies* 


Louis,  liw.i. 

Salt,  500,484  bushels  at  24  sous, 

25,024    4  16 

Fruits,   .... 

2,239  19    0 

Cocoa,  576,589  lbs.  at  13  soas, 

25,798  12    0 

Coffee,  408,400  lbs.  at  16  sous, 

15,249  14    8 

~ 

Sugar,  10,333,432  lbs.    - 

168,007    0    0 

Molasses,  3,645,464  gallons  at  24 

sous,                 -             -            - 

186,281  19    4 

Ram,  3,888,370  gallons,  at  2  liv. 

14s. 

437,441  15    0 

927,438  8  8 

Ginger,  pimento. 

1,395    1    4 

CoUon,  356,591  lbs.  at  24  sons. 

17,829  13    4 

Skins,                -            -            . 

7,870    6    0 

Indigo,  4,352  lbs.  at  5  liv.  8  sous. 

979     4  16 

Ivory,  turtle  shell. 

947    4  16 

» 

Ugaamvitm,  sarsaparilla,  fostic, 

annetas,        -      ,    - 

5,170    0    0 

Logwood, 

13,624  21    0 

Mahogany,        - 

23,280    0    0 

3,966,438  8  8 

FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN   JAT. 


Paris,  October  27,  1786. 


Sir, 


By  a  confidential  opportunity  to  London,  I  bad  the 
honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  23d  instant,  and  of  enclos- 
ing you  the  original  letter  of  Monsieur  de  Calonne  to  me 
on  the  subject  of  our  commerce.  As  it  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  the  French  packet,  which  is  to  sail  from  L'Orient 
the  first  of  the  next  month,  will  sooner  reach  you,  I  en- 
close some  printed  copies  of  the  same  letter  by  that  con- 
veyaace,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


I0&  TRCmAS  JmmBBaOlX^^JOBN  JAY. 

prom'  M.  DE  CALOKNE  to  TBOSUS  JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

Fontaineblca^i  October  ^  1786. 
Sir, 
As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  King  to  favor  as  much  as 
possible  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  measures  that  have  been 
taken  on  this  subject. 

In  my  letter  of  the  9th  January,  1784,  to  the  Marqius' 
de  la  Fayette,  I  informed  him  that  instead  of  two  free 
ports  promised  by  the  treaty  with  the  United  Slates,  the 
King  bad  determined  to  grant  them  four,  which  has  been 
done;  and  I  promised  him  that  I  would  direct  my  attention 
to  the  custom-bouses  and  duties  which  are  prejudicial  to 
commerce ;  observing,  however,  that  this  object  demand-* 

'  dd  long  investigations,  which  are  not  yet  .completed.  By 
another  letter,  I  informed  him  that  his  Majesty  had  sup- 
pressed the  duties  upon  the  exportation  of  brandy,  and  I 

.  expectedthis  suppression  would  be  useful  to  the  American 
commerce.  I  likewise  promised  bim  that  the  duties  to 
the  King  and  Admiralty,  payable  by  an  American  vessel 
on  her  arrival  in  a  French  port,  should  be  diminished  and 
reduced  to  a  single  duty,  and  risgulated  accordmg  to  the 
number  of  masts  a^nd  draught  of  water,  aiid  not  by  the 
uncertain  estimations  of  measurement.  This  reduction 
requires  d  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  duties  paid  in  our 
ports,  and,  as  they  are  of  various  kinds,  the  statements 
which  1  have  ordered  to  be  made  are  not  ready. 

You  know.  Sir,  that  the  King  has  appointed  a  commit^ 
tee  for  the  particular  purpose  of  examining  our  commer- 
cial connexions  with  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  presented  a  project  conforma- 
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fje  to  the  ideas  coptained  ia  your  letter  tq  the  Ciount  dp 

yeyrgeppes:  but  you  will  consider  bow  ioiprude^u  it  wou|d 

)^e  to  hazard,  by  a  change  of  sj$tem^  the  product  of  9 

bra;ocb  pf  revenue  which  awoupis  to  28,000,OQO,  upo^ 

ai^  article  which  is  not  of  the  firsu  necessity.    After  a  loi^ 

di$cussioa  of  ^y^y  means  that  can  be  at  pres^ijt  ^opt^d 

to  encourage  the  importations  of  American  toba/pco,  k 

has  been  resolved  not  to  break  the  agreement  with  Mr. 

Morris;  but  that,  after  the  expiration  of  this  conjtract,  of 

^ilar  one  shall  he  made ;  and  that,  in  the  meaowhye,  t}u^ 

Farmers  General  should  be  obliged  tp  purchase  an^Malfj 

about  fifteen  thousand  hog^ads  of  American  tobaopq^ 

wpprted  directly /rop?  th^  United  States  ip  l^remk  lOf 

America^  vessels,  at  tks  same  price  or  op  tbp  s^e  000. 

ditionsi  which  baye  .b?ea  stipulated  by  the  contt-aa  wUk 

^r.^Morfis. 

,  You  will  ^era^mbef,  Sir,  that  M>re  a  ,regi*latioo  eovW 
be  fliad^  ip  favor  of  the  wportatjop  of  whftle  oil^  |th? 
Mj^rqpis  de  1^  Fayette  had  tejien  a  pariicuj^r  afv^pg^r 
ment  with  Mr.  Sangrain  for  tfaejsale  of  this  article,  ^  thf 
^pjopnt  of  80Q,000  livres,  apd  that  i  btd  granted  him 
jaa^ports,  in  or^er'tp  rppder  thisfii^l  impiprtatipn  fre^iroi* 
aU  duties  whai^ven  Thfi  $ame  Mr,  Sangrai^^MflePr 
wards  made  an  agreement  with  some  jnetcha«bt«  of  .Bo*- 
Ml  to  the  yearly  apoo^nt  of  400,000  livres,  to  last  doling 
m  year%  Q^  which  his  Majesty  bis  granted  ihe^  »ainf 
fefoiB.wh»0b  ^mm}qy^i  by  ib^  Hanae  towns'. 

Thisj  matter  hayiog  beep  Jatejy  mwe  ;^«iensiv:ely  «+ 
#ini»ed,  the  adiwpistr^iipp,  tp  i^homrfw  omrnkk^K^mu^ 
munldated  tbeir  wish,  agieoabl^  10  the.  Moiqttis  die  to 
FftyeHe'a  demand,  with  yicipr  opinion  eatiiiely  to  abolisl 
«}1  4»iie9  up9n.^,  teme  fp^jid  t^tjst  prts^t  they^icodi 
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fi6t  cottsent  to  it,  oh  account  of  the  engagements  with 
other  powers:  all  that  could  be  done  was  to  grant  during 
ten  years  to  the  whale  oil,  spern)aceii,,aDd  whatever  fe 
comprehended  within  the  denomination,  imported  firom 
the  United  States  in  French  or  American  vessels,  the 
«ame  favors,  the  same  diminution  of  duties,  which  the 
Uanse  towns  enjoy. 

His  Majesty  hopes  that  the  commercial  connexion 
t>etween  the  United  States  and  France  will  become  so 
considerable^  as  to  engaige  him  to  continue  the  effect  of  this 
provisional  determination ;  and  as  it  has  been  observed  by 
4he  committee  that  a  great  duty  of  fabrication  has  hither- 
to been  paid  upon  the  most  fnvorlsd  whale  oil,  and  even 
upon  the  national,  his  Majesty  consents  to  abolish  the 
4uty  of  fabrication,  with  respect  to  the  whdle  and  spernfa- 
ceti  directly  imported  from  the  United  States  in  French  or 
American  bottoms ;  so  that  this  oil  and  spermaceti  shall 
not  pay  during  ten  years  any  other  duty  but  7/rv.  lOrf, 
«Qd  IX)  scms  per  Hvre ;  this  last  augmentation  of  10  sous 
|)€r  livre  shall  cease  in  1790. 

It  has  also  been  determined  that  particular  information 
be  taken  conceding  the  eonsdmption  of  Carolina  rice  in 
France,  and  that  means  be  devised  to  encourage  the  im- 
portatiofi  of  this  article. 

Representations  having  been  made  concerning  (h« 
considerable  duties  laid  upon  the  importations  of  potash 
end  pearlash,  also  upon  beaver  skiosf,  and  hair,  and  raw 
leather,  bis  Majesty  has  suppressed  all  duties  whatso- 
ever upon  those  articles^  if  imported  of  the  growth  of  tb# 
United  States  in  Frencb  or  American  vessels.  He  it 
likewise  desirous  of  encooragifig  every  article  of  Ameri- 
oao  for.  His  Magesty  has,  moreover,  consented  to 
abolish  all  duties  upon  masts,  yardbj  keels  for  sl^ips,  red 
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cedar,  live  oak,"  and,  in  a  word,  all  kinds  of  wood  fit  for 
ship-building,  imported  from  the  United  States  in  French 
or  American  vessels. 

The  committee  having  likewise  represented  that  there 
was  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  of  foreign 
built  ships,  and  that  this  duty  was  prejudicial  to  the  sale  of 
American  vessels,  bis  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  exempt 
from  all  duties  the  purchase  of  ships  which  shall  be  proved 
to  be  built  in  the  United  Slates. 

Great  duties  having  been  formerly  laid  upon  all  shrub?, 
trees,  and  seed,  his  Majesty  has  abolished  these  duties, 
when  the  above  articles  shall  be  imported  in  French  or 
American  vessels. 

It  having  been  represented  that  the  State  of  Virginia 
had  ordered  the  arms  for  her  militia  to  be  made  in  France, 
an  order  is  passed  that  the  prohibitions  which  hitherto 
have  prevented  the  exportation  of  arms  and  gunpowder, 
AS  well  as  the  duties  laid  upon  these  articles  when  ex- 
ported by  permission,  shall  be  abolished ;  and  that  when- 
ever the  United  States  shall  think  it  expedient  to  export 
from  Fnlnce  arms,  guns,  and  gunpowder,  they  shall  have 
full  permission,  provided  these  articles  are  exported  in 
French  or  Ameiican  vess^k ;  and  they  shall  be  liable  only 
to  a  very  small  duty,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  calculation 
ofexports« 

Lastly,  his  Majesty  l^s  received,  with  the  saose  favor, 
the  applications  made  to  the  committee  for  the  suppression 
ef  the  heavy  duties  actually  paid  upon  books  and  papers 
of  all  kinds*  The  King  abolishes  all  tfiose  duties,  when 
tbe  above  articles, shall  be  exported  to  the  United  Sttttef 
in  French  or  American  vessels. 

It  is' with  great  pleasure,  sir,  thatl  inform  you  of  those 
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(feposiiions  of  bis  Majesty.  Tbey  are  a  new  testrmbfiy 
of  bis  great  desire  to  establisb  the  roost  intiintte  ^xMnmer- 
cial  connexion  between  the  two  natiods,  and  of  tbe  favocw 
able  attention  he  will  always  pay  to  any  proposal  inadtio 
tbe  flome  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  &e*, 

DECALONNE. 

Your  nation  will  undoubtedly  receive  with  pleasure  the 
information  of  tbe  facilities  which  the  King  has  just  granted 
to  exportations  of  the  wines  of  JSordeaux,  Guyenne,  and 
Toqraine,  and  the  suppression  of  the  duties  granted  by  dif- 
ferentarrc^5  of  Council,  of  which  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
will  give  you  notice. 


TrapslatioD. 

Afrit  afihe  Singes  €mncit  of  Stnie^eopenqfting  ftvm  tkt 
dydy  tf  iransk  M  ike  wines  which  shall  arrive  in  tie 
ports  of  the  &g^s(^fs  jurisdiction  of  BordSaus  fir 
embtuxation* 

Sepltiftber  10,  ITge. 
Extract  from  tbe  Register  of  tbe  Council  of  State. 

Tbe  King  being  informed  ttiat  tbe  abaodince  of  se?* 
md  successive  crops  iias  occasbnscj  a  ton^derable  over- 
stock  of  wines  in  Guyenne,  and  that  the  greater  pait  of 
tbe  ftrodiictions  of  1783>  1784,  and  1786)  remains  unsoldi 
his  Majesty  has  tbou^bt  fit  to  assist  has  provfaice  of  Cruy* 
nine,  by  favoring  tbe  exportatioDof  ks  wioesy  with  a  mod* 
eration  of  dotces  Imposed  oa  their  exporfiitions  fipem  tbt 
pivtB  of  this  province.  For  which  purpose  being  anxious 
to  provide,  having  beard  the  repoct  of  tbt  Sieur  de  Cat 
toooe,  GouoseBor  ill  Ordimry  lo  tbe  Roysl  Council, 
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CQn(iptroI)er  General  of  the  FtDances,  the  KiQg,  being 
present  in  his  Couocil,  ha^  ordered  and  orders  as  foHpws : 

Artici^  j.  Reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  publica- 
tion  of  the  present  arrety  until  the  1st  of  January^  1788), 
all  the  wines  which  shall  ,arri?e  in  the  ports  of  the  Senes- 
chal's jurisdiction  of  Bordeaux  for  embarqation,  shall  en- 
joy,  from  the  place  of  their  production  unto  said  ports,  ao 
exemption  in  transit  from  all  duties  of  export. 

Article  ii.  The  said  wines  shall  also  enjoy  a  privi^ 
lege  of  deposite  in  said  ports,  free  from  duties  of  import 
in  the  Seneschal's  jurisdiction,  and  there,  during  the  term 
granted  to  the  present  arW/;  but  after  said  term,  the  wines 
which  shall  not  hare  been  embarked,  shall  be  subject  to 
said  duties. 

.  Articli;  III.  The  duties,of  export  from  the  Seneschal'i 
jurisdiction  on  said  wines,  and  also  on  those  of  said  juris- 
diction, shall  be,  and  are,  reduced  during  the  said  term, 
viz :  to  two  livres  per  ton  for  those  going  to  foreign  parts, 
three  livrjes  p^r  ton  for  those  going  any  whe4*e  else  i  and 
this  not  comprehending  the  accessary  duties. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State^  his  Majesty  being 
present,  held  at  Versailles,  10th  September,  1786. 

GRAVIER  DB  VERGENNES. 

Translatbn. 

Arrit  of  the  Singes  CoMneil  of  Siaie^  reducing  the  dvHes 
o/  the  vfines  of  AuniSf  which  are  exported  to  foreign 
parts. 

May  27,  1786. 
Oo  the  representation  made  to  the  King  in  Council, 

by  the  proprietors  of  rineyards  in  ihe  country  of  AuniF, 
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tbat  the  difibrent  duties,  to  which  their  wrnes  were  sub-^ 
ject  on  exportation  out  of  the  kingdom,  were,  by 
the  additional  sous  per  livre,  rated  so  high  as  not  to 
admit  of  exportation,  from  whence  a  sensible  diniinu- 
tion  would  result  in  the  cultivation  of  vines,  which  con- 
stitutes the  chief  riches  of  this  province  ;  and  his  Majesty 
having  ordered  an  account  of  the  duties  laid  on  the 
wines  to  be  laid  before  him,  as  well  on  their  consumption 
in  the  country,  as  when  exported  to  foreigners ;  and  per- 
ceiving that  in  this  last  case  they  are  subject  to  infinitely 
greater  duties  than  when  consumed  in  the  country ;  he 
has  judged  proper  to  rectify  this  error,  and  favora- 
bly to  receive  the  representations  which  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  vineyards  in  the  country  of  Aunis  have 
made  to  him ;  for  which  purpose  being  anxious^  to  pro- 
vide, having  heard  the  report  of  Sieurde  Calonne,  Coun- 
sellor in  Ordinary  to  the  Royal  Council,  Comptroller 
General  of  the  Finances,  the  King  being  in  his  Coun- 
cil, has  ordered  and  does  order,  that,  reckoning  from  the 
1st  October  next,  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the 
wines  that  shall  be  carried  from  different  parts  of  the 
province  of  Aunis,  for  foreign  exportation,  shall  only  be 
subject  to  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  eight  livres  per  ton, 
and  ten  sous  per  livre ;  and,  in  addition  to  said  duty,  his 
Majesty  orders  that  the  half  of  the  product  of  said  duty 
shall  be  collected  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lessee  General 
of  the  Farm?^  in  lieu  of  the  duties  of  exportation  of  the 
tariff  of  1664,  of  the  double  sub^y  and  right  of  gauging 
and  brokerage,  and  that  the  other  half  shall  be  collected 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Administrator  General  of  the  Aids, 
in  Jieu  of  the  rights  of^  brokei:s,  gangers,  inspectors  o< 
liquors  ojd  and  new,  five'  sous,  where  tbey  may  be  due; 
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«id>  in  gdnemli  for  all  duties  wiiatsoever  from  the  pltct 
qC  gJ*owib^  until  exportation  from  tbe  Kiogdooi. 

The  proprietors  being  obliged  to  make  declaration  a|. 
the.  nearest  offices  to  the  |)lace  of  growth,  and  to  take,  as 
well  from  persdns  employed  in  the  d^artn^nt  of  tha 
Farmers  General,  as  those  of  the  general  admioistratioiiy 
every  necessary  warrant  to  assure  the  destination  of  said 
wide  to  a  foreigner* 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  his  Majesty  be- 
iqg  present,  held  at  Versailles,  the  27th  May,  1786. 

DE  BRETEUIU    ^ 

TraaslatioB. 

ArrSt  of  the  Kmg^s  Council  of  Statty  swpending  th$ 
execution  of  those  of  10/A  and  22d  May.,  1723,  qlso 
the  5th  article  ofth&  ordinance  of  1687;  and  order* 
ing  that  the  exemption  granted  by  the  letters  patent 
of  the  manili  of  April,  1717,  and  by  the  4th  article  of 
said  ordinance  of  1687,  shall  iaJce  place  in  favor  of 
the  provinces  ofthe>  Loire^  tmtil  it  shall  be  othentnm 
orderti, 

November  11, 1785. 
Extract  fro^  the  Register  of  the  Council  of  State : 
Tke^  King  being  informed  of  the  memorials  presented 
by  the  Mayor,  sheriffs,  and  citizens  of  the  province  of 
TouratnQ,  Bloisois,  Orleaps,  Saumurois,  and  Anjou^  re- 
questing oo  the  one  part  the  revocation  of  an  arrH  made 
by  tlie  CoMncil,  and  issued  thereupon  with  letters  patent 
dated  10th  and  22d  May,  1723,  by  which  his  Majesty 
had  ordered  that  the  wines  of  Anjou  and  other  provincei» 
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df  ib^  Lbire,  altbcmgh  d^^^ared  fdr  the  Freoefa  istatiHi  «i^ 
colonies,  sliould  pay  the  ordinary  dtfties  of  eicpoitfltlOD, 
ifotwithstandiiig  tfce  dedaratkm  of  the  8d  article  of  the 
liters  t>a(tfent  of  the  month  of  April  1717,  had  gt^iM- 
ed  them  dn  exemptkm :  and  on  the  other  part^  that  bb 
Maj«5$ty  Would  also  be  pleased  to  revoke  the  ordfer  oif  tfca 
Sth  article  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Farms  of  the  month  of 
February,  1687,  as  far  as  the  said  article  hun  ^'stefpt^Al^ 
wities  of  Anjou,  Maine,  Thouans^  and  of  the  ChAteHeaie 
of  ChantoceaUx,  when  they  should  pass  into  BriUftny  4^ 
fined  for  ^^laces  aitiiated  within  the  extent  of  the  Farms, 
from  the  exemption  of  the  duties  of  export  and  import 
^med  by  the  4th  article  of  the  same  ordinance  to  all 
sorts  of  merchandise  goifiig  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
Farms,  to  enter  therein  again  either  by  land  or  sea,  taking 
security  only  from  tlie  merchants ;  His  Majesty  has  ac-^ 
kuowledged  that  this  article  of  the  ordinance  of  the  month 
of  February,  1687,  has  deprived  the  provinces  of  the 
tioire  of  the  exemption  of  transit  granted  by  the  4th  ar- 
ticle bf  the  same  ordinaticelo  all  the  other  provinces,  only 
through  fear  of  a  fraudulent  diversion  to  Brittany ;  by 
which  means  the  wines  of  the  Loire  migirt  be  consumed 
there,  without  paying  the  duties  of  the  tariff  of  1664. 

That  the  m-rit  of  the  lOlh  May,  1723,  has  likewise 
deprived  the  same  provmces  of  the  Loire  of  the  exemp- 
dpn  granted  to  all  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  by  Ihe  lettierft 
patent  of  1787  for  the  merchandises  destined  for  the  co* 
lonies,  only  on  account  of  the  same  fraud  practised  by  the 
merchants,  who  sold  the  wihes  of  the  Loire  at  Nantes, 
Whhout  having  paid  the  duties  of  importation,  and  sobsd* 
Uited  there  the  wines  of  the  growth  of  the  prbvShce  of 
Brittany ;  and  moreover,  because  it  was  considered  ail  dfr^ 
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tinn  that  the  wines  of  the  Loire  dtd  not  suit  the  colonies, 
aird  ootiM  not  bear  etponatkn. 

'His  Majesty  being  informed  that  either  the  quality  of 
a  part  of  the  wines  of  the  Loiife  has  beeome  materially 
better,  or  that  the  fabrication  has  been  improved — it  !s 
certain  that  they  are  sent  at  present  to  the  colonies  witli 
success,  and  even  to  the  East  Indies,  where  they  arrive 
in  good  ofder^-and  having  found  the  means  proposed  to 
prevent' frauds  sufficient,  by  adding  to  the  formalities  al*; 
reddy  esiablislied,  as  well  by  the  letters  patent  of  1717, 
as  by  the  ari-H  of  6ih  May,  1738,  new  precautions  capa-t 
bte  of  preventrag  fraud,  and  a  substitution  of  one  kind  of 
Wide  for  another ;  his  Mt^jesty  has  consfdetjred  it  as  be- 
longing to  his  justice  as  well  as  bounty,  tiol  to  l^ve  any 
longer  Several  provinces  in  his  kingdom  under  an  inter- 
Hction  founded  only  on  the  fear  of  an  abuse,  which  is 
foreign  to  them ;  and  being  convinced  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Touraine,  Sdumurois,  Orieans,  Bloisois,  Anjou,  shoiiH 
be  admitted  lb  participate  in  the  exemption  which  the  other 
provinces  of  his  kingdom  enjoy.  The  encouragement 
which  will  result  therefrom,  to  cultivate  the  vine  in  these 
provinces,  would  soon  become  a  new  source  of  riches  to 
the  State,  which  would  amply  compensate  for  the  sacri- 
ice  of  the  duties  which  would  no  longer  be  collected ; 
and  notwithstanding  every  time  that  this  matter  has  been 
discussed,  the  Stales  of  his  province  6f  Brittany  havfe 
testified  their  apprehensions  that  the  re-estabKshmeiit  of 
a  liberty  so  desirable  for  the  whole  country  traversed  by 
the  Loire,  would  be  of  considerable  injury  to  their  Farms 
of  duty,  and  that  it  appears  just  that  they  should  be  heard 
Ott  the  new  plan  of  precautions  adopted  by  his  Majesty,- 
he  has  thought  proper  to  ordain  that  the  execution  thereof 
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shall  only  b^  for  the  present,  as  an  essay,  and  pmvisiomk» 
ly :  reserving  to  himself  to  pronounce  deOoilively  thereon, 
after  the  intermedial  commission  of  the  States  shall  fa^Ye 
laid  before  him  the  observations  they  may  see  fit  to  make 
on  this  subject ;  it  being  his  intention  that  this  commis- 
sbn  attend  to  this  matter  without  delay,  and  send  their 
observations  immediately. 

To  which  end  being  anxious  to  provide,  hav^g  seen 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  Toursi 
and  the  municipal  officers  of  the  town  of  Anjers,  Blois, 
and  Saumur,  together  with  the  memorial  of  the  Farmers 
General,  the  advice  of  the  Deputies  of  Trade,  and  lilLe- 
wise  the  opinioa  of  the  Intendant  and  Comn;iissary  for 
the  department  of  the  generality  of  Tours,  the  memo- 
rial of  tlie  Farmers  of  the  Duties,  tc^etber  with  the  let<^ 
lers  of  the  Deputies  of  the  province  of  Brittany :  having 
also  considered  the  ordinance  of  the  Farms  of  the  month 
of  February,  1687,  the  letters  patent  of  the  month  oA 
April,  1717,  and  those  of  22d  May,  1723:  having  heard 
the  report  of  the  Sieur  Calonne,  Counsellor  in  Ordinary 
to  the  Royal  Council,  Comptroller  General  of  the  Fi- 
nance, the  King  being  in  his  Council,  has  ordered^  and 
does  order,  as  follows : 

Article  t.  Reckoning  Aom  the  1st  December  next, 
and  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the  execution  of 
the  fifth  article  of  the  first  title  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
month  of  February,  J  687,  shall  be  suspended  and  with- 
out efiect.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  wines,  of  the 
growth  of  the  provinces  of  Touraine,  Bloisois,  Orleans, 
Saumurois,  Anjou,  and  others  of  the  five  large  Farms, 
which  shall  be  transported  from  the  said  provinces  into 
those  of  Picardy^  Normandy,  and  others,  subject  to  the 
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tariff  of  1664}  on  their  way  to  Brittany,  shall  enjoy  an 
exemption^  from  the  duties  of  export  and  import  of  the 
said  tariff  of  1664,  and  from  all  local  duties,  upon 
taking  cautionary  discharges  conformable  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  fourth  article  of  the  said  ordinance  of  the 
month  of  February,  1687,  add  other  precautions  which 
shall  be  hereafter  ordained. 

Article  ii.  Reckoning  from  the  same  to  December 
next,  and  also  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the 
arrit  and  letters  patent  of  10th  and  22d  May,  1723, 
shall  be  deemed  as  though  they  had  never  taken  place  ; 
and,  consequently,  the  wines  of  the  growth  of  said  prov** 
inces  destined  for  transportation  to  the  French  islands 
and  colonies,  or  for  victualling  the  vessels  bound  to  said 
colonies,  and  which  shall  be  transported  there  on  their 
way  to  Brittany,  shall  enjoy  an  exemption  from  the  du- 
ties of  export  of  the  tariff  of  1664,  and  from  all  local 
duties,  excepting  the  duties  of  supply,  and  of  those  which 
make  a  part  of  the  regie  dcs  aides,  or  the  administration 
of  the  King's  demesnes,  conformable  to  the  dispositions 
of  the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  the  letters  patent  of  the 
month  of  April,  1717. 

Article  hi.  The  merchants  and  others,  who  would 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  exemptions  announced  in  the 
foregoing  first  and  second  articles,  shall  be  obliged  to 
observe  the  formalities  prescribed,  as  well  by  the  si^th, 
seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  articles  of  the  letters  patent, 
of  the  inonth  of  April,  1717,  as  by  tbe  arrit  of  the 
6th  May,  1738,  the  tenor  of  which  follows : 
*'  Formalities  to  be  observed  in.  the  transportation  of  wines : 

"  Artkjle  6th  of  the  letters  patent  of  1717. — The 
merchants^  traders,  and.  wagoners  shall  be  bound  to  d^- 
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dare  at  the  office  of  the  place  where .  they  take  up  the 
vme,  (tf  ihere  k  one>  if  not,  at  the  nearest  officci)  tbe^ 
qi^ntities  and  quality  of  the  wioes  they  wish  to  despatch, 
and  the  place  of  their  destination ;  and  to  take  at  the  said 
c&ce  a  permit;  giving  bond  to  report  in  three  months  a 
cier ttficate  of  unloading  said  wines,  at  the  warehouse  at 
the  place  of  deposite,  or  of  their  being  embarked  in  the 
port  for  which  they  shall  have  been  declared. 
"  Formalities  to  be  observed  on  the  KMid  : 
"  Article  7th  of  said  letters  patent.-— The  said  mer* 
chants  and  wagoners  shiall,  moreover,  be  bound  to  re- 
present and  show  the  permit  to  the  custormhouae  «offic6Bi 
who  shall  be  found  on  this  read,  to  permit  such  vi^  and 
iterifications  which  the  ^aid  officers'  would  make,  who 
shall  be  bound  to  make  them,  without  any  delay  or  ex- 
pense ;  and,  in  case  of  fraud,  tbe  merchandise  shall  bo 
eonfiscated,  and  the  offenders  mulcted  in  a  fine  of  five 
htradred  livres. 

<^  Formalitks  to  be  observed  at  the  place  of  deposite.: 
«  Arrit  of  May  6th,  1788. — The  traders  and  merchants 
shall  be  bound  to  declare  to  the  clerk  of  the  Farms  the 
warehouses  in  which  they  intend  to  store  tbe  said  wines; 
to  gi^e  their  bond  to  show  them  in  the  same  quantity  and 
quality,  every  time  they  shall  be  required  to  do  so,  witli- 
out  being  able  to  take  them  out  of  said  warehouses,  or 
transport  them  from  one  warehouse  to  another,  until  after 
declaration,  and  with  leave ;  to  admit  of  the  visits  and 
Nkverificationd  of  the  clerks  of  the  Farms,  as  often  and 
whenever  they  shall  judge  fit,  under  penalty,  on  the  pari 
of  the  merchants,  in  case  of  drawmg  of  the  whole  or  part 
of  said  wines,  6f  confiscation  of  the  value  of  what  shall 
be  wanting,  add  a  &ie  of  five  hundred  Hvres ;  and  in  case 
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of  fiim{d]r  remoTing  from  one  warehouse  to  another  mth* 
Attt  4edaration,  to  fortek  the  privHeges  of  the  place  of 
depoaite^andbe  subjecl  tothe  payment  of  all  duties. 
<<  Formidities  to  be  obsenrsd  at  the  time  of  embarcation : 
"  Articles  8th  and  9th  of  the  letters  patent  of  1717. — 
The  said  merchants  and  wagoners  shall  be  bound  to  see 
that  4beir  wines  be  visited,  before  thej  take  them  away 
from  the  place  of  deposite,  by  the  clerk  of  the  Farms^ 
and  not  to  put  them  on  board  any  vessel  hut  in  presence 
0f  said  cterk ;  td  giye  theff  bond  at  the  office  of  the 
Farms  of  the  phce  of  erabarcation  ;  to  report,  within  a 
ye^MT  at  furthest,  for  the  wines  destined  for  the  Colonies,  a 
certificate  of  their  being  landed  in  the  French  islands  or 
colonies ;  which  certificate  shall  be  written  on  the  back  of 
the  permit,  and  signed  by  the  Governor  and  Intrant,  or 
by  the  commandants  and  commissaries  snbdelegated  in 
tbose  quarters,  and  by  tbcJ  clerk  of  the  Farms  of  the  de* 
mesdes  in  the  west,  under  penalty  of  paying  four  tiroes 
the  amouac  of  the  duUes/' 

Articuxtiv;  His  Majesty  moreover  orders,  that  the 
merchants  and  wagoners  be  bound,  oA  eoteriiig  into 
Brittany,  to  make  declaration  to  the  inspectors  of  the 
Farmers  of  the  Duties,  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  tb^ 
y^ixie  which  shall  be  brought  tjiere  ;  ^s  alsb  to  receive  oq 
board  the  boats  that  sfajaU  transport  them,  two  clerks,  ap- 
pointed by  the  mid  Farmers,  who  are  expressly  enjoined, 
adder  penalty  of  severe  putiii^mient,  to  accompany  the 
said  wines  as  far  as-thd  plade  of  their  deposite,  to  observe 
that  lliey  be  not  drawn  off,  nor  from  om  cask  to  another; 
and  ferthis  purpose  to  use^very  necessary  measure  un- 
til the  casks  are  arrived  at  said  place  of  deposite  ;  and  the 
said  cftfi^  shaR  not  be  removed  flom  said  deposite,  without 
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being  accompanied  by  the  same  derk  of  said  Farmers  wbo 
shall  be  present  at -their  embarcation ;  for  which  purpose;^ 
the  merchants  and  wagoners  shall  be  bound  to  take  a  pe^* 
mit  for  enibarcation,  both  from  the  Farmers  of  the  Duties 
and  the  chief  of  the  Fanners  General. 

Article  v.  His  Majesty  orders  that  the  said  wines 
shall  only  be  deposited  in  the  ports  of  Nantes  and  Pain- 
beuf ;  and  that  in  case  of  drawing  off  or  substitution,  in 
the  road  or  at  thd  place  of  deposite,  upoa  verbal  declart* 
tion  being  made  thereof,  and  duly  affirmed  to,  either  by 
the  clerk  of  the  chief  of  the  Farmers  General,  or  by  those 
of  the  Farmers  of  the  Duties,  the  confiscation  of  the  wifies 
and  boats  shall  be  pronoMnoed,  as  well  on  the  proprietOB 
of  the  wine,  as  the  masters  or  co^uctors  of  the  boats, 
with  a  fine  of  five  hundred  livres* 

Article  vi.  His  Majesty  reserves  to  himself  the  power 
of  prescribing  such  other  formalities  as  shall  be  jud|^ 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  Farm  <tf  the  Duties 
belonging  to  the  province  of  Brittany,  after  the  observa* 
lions  which  the  interm^ial  commission .  of  the  States  of 
the  said  province  shall  address  to  the  Comptroller  Gene* 
ra]  of  the  Finances,  on  the  contents  of  the  presetit  decree, 
within  the  space  of  three  months  from  .the  date  of  the 
publication.  His  Majesty  enjoins  the  Intendants  and(]lom- 
miissaries  to  assist  in  carrying  the'  present  writ  into  exe- 
cution^ which  shall  be  printed,^  published,  and  fixed  u|{ 
wherever  it  shall  be  nepessary,  a^d  the  neoe^sary  letters 
patent  shall  he  made  out  concerning  it. 

Done  io  the  King's  Council  of  State,  his  Majesty  be« 
ii^  there  present,  held  at  Foniaioebleau,  lltb  November, 
1385. 

THE  BARON  DE  BRETEUIL. 
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FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Paris,  November  12,  1786. 
Sir, 
In  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  the 
%th  September,  I  informed  you  that  a  Dutch  company 
were  making  propositions  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  here, 
to  purchase,  at  a  discount,  the  debt  due  from  the  United 
States  to  this  country.  I  have  lately  procured  a  copy 
of  their  memoir,  which  I  now  enclose.  Should  Con- 
gress think  this  subject  worthy  their  attention,  they  have 
no  time  to  lose,  as  the  necessities  of  the  Minister,  which 
alone  has  made  him  listen  to  this  proposition,  may  force 
him  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  The  effect  which  a  pay- 
ment of  the.  whole  sum  would  have  here,  would  be  very 
valuable.^  The  only  question  is,  whether  we  can  borrow 
it  in  HoUapd — a  question  which  cannot  be  resolved  but  in 
HolUfd.  The  trouble  of  the  trial,  and  expense  of  tbt 
transaction,  would  be  welt  repaid  by  the  dispositions 
which  would  be  excited  in  our  favor,  in  the  King  and  bis 
Miaisters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &(c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Memorial  af  the  Dutch  Company. 

"     Translation. 

The  United  States  have  borrowed  a  large  sum  of 
money  from  France,  for  which  they  pay  an  interest  until 
they  reimburse  it,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
b  is  not  knowato  us  whether  the  periods  of  this  reimburse- 
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raent  are  fixed,  or  whether  they  are  left  to  the  convenience 
of  the  United  States ;  the  quota  of  this  sum  is  also  unknown. 
It  is  supposed  that  it  cannot  be  less  than  twenty-four  mil- 
lions, and  that  the  period  of  reimbursement  is  not  near. 
It  is  thou^t  that  ihe  two  nations  consider  their  mutual 
benefit ;  and  upon  this  supposition  an  arrangement  of  the 
4ebt  of  the  United  States  is  proposed,  which  appea?s  to 
suit  the  interest  6(  both  these  jK)wers. 

On  the  part  of  France,  the  want  of  naoney  to  facilitate 
its  reimbursements  and  improvements  should  indii<^  her 
to  fix  a  cenain  price  for  the  actual  return  of  so  large  ft 
sum. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  scarcity  of 
raottey  which  they  experience,  and  the  want  of  it,  wbidi 
the  natural  extension  of  their  situation  occasions,  most 
render  every  measure  precious  thut  wiH  bring  into  circu- 
lation the  sum  they  have  borrowed,  and  under  such  a  form 
Ibat  this  circulation  will  take  place  as  well  it  the  U«ited 
Slates  as  elsewhere. 

This  mode  offers  of  itself.  It  consists  in  converting 
the  American  debt  into  bills,  payable  to  the  bearer,  in  smns 
from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  French  livres,  and  an*- 
neidng  dividends  to  these  bills,  for  receiving  the  interest 
in  such  places  as  shall  be  agreed  and  fixed  upon.  It  bby 
no  means  to  be  doubted  but  that  commerce,  and  the 
Europeans  who  would  settle  in  the  United  fitates,  would 
carry  there  great  numbers  of  these  bills,  which  wouW 
probably  be  reimbursed  thefe.  The  United  States 
n^ouW  find  two  great  advantages  (tqm  ibis  opcn^tUm  ; 
J^be  first,  by  acquiring  lotbeirci^iiilatiQa  at  ikomei  a  p^^f^/ 
which,  by  tbe  full  credit  \i^  won^d  l^ayie^  would -euBwai 
aUtb^  purposes  ot  c^;  wcoodly,  feewg  a^e  lo  paf 
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at  home  a  part  of,  the  debt  and  the  interest^  and  to  reduce 
it  by  degrees,  by  means  of  the  purchase  of  lands  with 
these  bills,  payable  to  the  bearer ;  for  the  speculators  in 
land  could  pay  for  them  in  this  way  with  advantage,  both 
oa  account  of  their  being  able  to  procure  these  bills  in 
Europe  on  better  terms  than  specie,  and  that  h  would 
particularly  suit  the  United  States  to  encourage  the  ex- 
change of  uncultivgted  lands,  which  they  have  to  sell,  for 
bills  which  they  must  reimburse,  and  which,  in  the  mean 
time,  costs  them  an  annual  interest. 

These  instances  will  prove  the  great  benefit  which 
France  would  procure  for  the  United  States,  by  converting 
the  credit  she  has  given  them  into  bilb  payable  to  the 
bearer,  which  might  be  brought  it\to  circulation. 

With  respect  to  the  benefit  France,  would  reap,  it  is 
very  probable. that  she  might  dispose  of  all  these  bills  at 
once,  to  a  coippany  who  would  take  thetp  up  in  consider- 
ation of  some  sacrifice  and  facilities,  which  are  customary 
in  transactions  of  such  magnitude.  It  must  be  observed 
here,  that  this  arrangement  is  determined  upon  the  pre- 
sumption, as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  that 
this  debt  b  recoverable. 

It  will,  therefore,  follow,  that  France  will  obtain  for  the 
purposes  of  Government  a  speedy  return  of  a  sum  of 
money  which  will  proportionably  lessen  the  loans  which 
may  be  otherwise  necessary. 

On  the  first  reflection,  it  might  appear  that  France 
ought  not  to  sell  her  debt  with  the  United  States,  espe^ 
cially  on  terms  favorable  to  the  purchasers^  but  on  condi- 
tions of  not  being  obliged  to  guaranty  the  same  agamst 
accidents,  which  may  render  it  doubtful ;  as  this  might 
occasion  i^  distrust  against  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
Vol.  III.— 12 
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which  might  be  prejadicial  to  them,  and  which  would  be 
impolitic  on  the  part  of  France,  and  inconsistent  with  the 
reciprocal  friendship  between  her  and  the  United  States. 
This  obgection  will  be  removed  by  France  continuing  to 
be  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  the  bills,  with  interest. 
This  guaranty,  therefore,  is  not  only  necessary  for  the 
success  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  but  the  dignity  of 
France  also  requires  it ;  less  hazard  will  attend  this,  than 
the  risk  that  attended  the  losing  the  sum  lent,  to  aid  a 
revolution  which  she  judged  important.  The  solvency 
of  the  United  States  depending  upon  their  independence, 
France  ought  not  to  expect  any  premium  for  guarantying 
a  solvency,  the  basis  of  which  it  is  her  interest  to  support. 
Should  the  removal  of  this  objection  be  opposed,  by  ob- 
serving that  the  speedy  benefit  of  twenty  millions  is  not 
of  sufficient  consideration  to  determine  France  to  make  a 
change,  when  she  should  not  thereby  free  herself  at  least 
from  risk  with  the  United  States,  we  answer,  that  the  ad- 
vantage of  restoring  these  tiventy  millions  intb  circulation, 
and  thereby  preventing  the  borrowing  of  this  sum,  is  not 
the  only  one. 

The  United  States  are  not  yet  free  from  all  ajiprehen- 
sions  of  danger ;  there  appear  some  difficulties  between 
them  and  Englatid,  with  regard  to  fulfilKng  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  policy  as  well  as  the  inclinations  of  the 
United  States  require  their  firmness  m  every  thing  they 
have  to  transact  with  that  power.  They  may,  there- 
fore, he  under  the  necessity  of  demanding  further  pecti- 
diaiy  iids.  The  circuniistatices  that  may  render  these 
necessary,  raay"  likewise  render  it  difficult  to  obtain,  espe- 
Gially  should  they  defer  asking  ibem  uiitTI  these  circum- 
stances ate  iriade  public.    This  arrangement,  then,  may 
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(kcilitate  their  aid ;  should  it  require  promptness^  aiid 
should  it  be  impolitic  or  too  hazardous  16  seek  it'  else- 
where than  in  France,  she  may  then  grant  it,  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  increase  her  ta^es,  by  means  of  the 
actual  product  of  her  debt*  If  this  consideration  has  any 
weight,  it  ifollows  that  the  proposed  arrangement  sboold 
be  delayed  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  The  English 
funds  fall,  and  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  ap- 
prehension that  a  dangerous  contest  may  be  occasioned 
by  the  refusal  of  the  Court  of  London  to  ev^acuate  the 
fiwfts. 

The   proposed  arrangement  requiring  his  Majesty's 
arret,  the  following  is  a  sketch  of  one,  if  o&red. 

Sketch  of  an  arret. 

Louis,  &c. 

Upon  representiations  made  to  us  that  the  sums  W6  have 
lent  to  the  United  States,  our  dear  allies,  will  not  be  re- 
turned until  a  distant  period,  and  tha(,  by  turning  our  debts 
into  negotiable  notes,  they  will  enter  immediately  intacir^ 
culation,  and  \^'ould  afibrd  the  said  States  an  advantageous 
opportunity  of  discharging  the  same,  both  by  means  of 
removing  the  necessity  of  remitting  to  Europe  the  neces- 
sary funds  for  the  paymient  of  tlie  interest  and  capital 
of  part  of  their  debt,  represented  by  the  bills,  which 
their  circulation  shall  have  brought  among  them,  as  also 
by  the  opportunities  that  this  circulation  may  offer  of 
exchanging  lands  for  these  bills,  which  will  thereby  give 
a  new  spring  to  the  cultivation  whi6h  the  United  States 
desire  to  extend  and  accelerate ;  and  upon  being  assured 
that  such  an  operation  would  really  produce  those  advan- 
tages to  the  United  States,  without  the  least  inconvenien- 
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» 
97,  which  suggested  the  measure,  especially  by  guaran- 
tying the  payn^ent  of  said  bills ,  to  the  possessors :     We 
havC;  therefore,  &c.  &c. 

Another  preamhle. 

.  Louis,  he. 

^  Ever  considerittg  what  may  be  advantageous  to  the 
United  States,  and  facilitate  to  them  the  means  of  extri* 
eating  themselves  from  a  debt  which  they  have  been 
obliged  to  contract,  as  well  with  us^  as  With  other  pow- 
ers, and  particularly  their  liberation  from  the  loan  of  the 

year ,  the  period  of  reimbursement  being  near  at 

hand,  have  conceived  that  it  will  be  a  fre$h  proof  of  our 
good-will  by  giving  a  form  to  this  loan,  which  will  bring 
it  into  circulation,  by  making  it  negotiable.     It  appears 

to  us,  that,  by  converting  this  sum   of into  bills, 

payable  to  the  bearer,  to  the  amount  of livres 

each,  with  t^rm  of  interest,  payable  at  fixed  places,  we 
should  furnish  the  United  States  with  a  simple  mode  of 
reimbursing  successively  within  themselves,  and  without 
any  distress,  the  bills  which  will  be  thi:own  into  com- 
merce. In  operating  this  conversion,  we  have  thought  it 
incumbent  on  our  justice,  the  digpity  of  our  crown,  and 
9ur  affection  for  our  dear  allies,  to  g]uaranty  the  security 
and  the  payment  of  these  bills,  with  their  interest.  This 
guaranty  will,  moreover,  afford  a  fresh  proof  of  the  value 
we  fix  on  preserving  our  alliance  with  the  United  States. 
We  have  been  the  more  inclined  to  adopt  this  advantage- 
ous method  for  the  United  States,  as  it  is  perfectly  re* 
(oncileable  with  the  interests  of  our  subject^,  and  with  the 
circumstances  and  disposition  we  are  in  to  free  our  State^ 
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by  degrees,  of  all  its  debts  and  charges.  For  these  rea- 
sons, &&.  &c. 

The  articles  of  the  arrSt  will  have  in  view,  1st.  To 
tireate  bills  payable  to  the  bearer,  to  the  amount  of  the 

sum  lent  to  the  United  States  in  the  year ,  the 

fixed   period  of   whose  reimbursement  falls  in  '  ; 

which  bills  shall  each  be  of ,  and  amounting  to 

numbers,  from  number  one  to  number , 

agreeable  to  the  model  annexed  to  the  arrit.  2d.  To 
fix  the  period  of  reimbursement,  and  the  number  of  bills 
which  shall  be  reimbursed  at  each  period :  this  must  be 
determined  by  lot.  The  reimbursements  to  be  made  in 
Paris,  Amsterdam,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  New  York, 
or  Charleston,  with  bankers,  who  shall  be  appointed.  3d. 
The  number  of  bills,  which  by  lot  are  to  be  reimbursed, 
shall  be  published  four  months  before  the  reimbursement, 
by  means  of  the  pubfic  prints  most  generally  known  in 
Europe  and  America.  4th.  To  determine  where  the 
lots  shall  be  drawn :  this  would  appear  to  be  most  proper 
in  one  of  the  cities  of  the  United  States.  5th.  Until 
the  reimbursements,  the  bills  shall  draw  an  annual  inter- 
est of  ^ix  per  cent.,  which  shall  be  paid  every  year,  com- 
mencing from  ,  in  the  cities  marked  out  in  the 

■  -  article,  a^d  by  the  bankers  to  be  appointed :  this 
payment  shall  have  effect  on  presentation  of  the  original 
bill,  to  which-shall  be  annexed  the  dividends  of  interest, 
agreeable  to  the  model,  S^c.  6tb.  The  reimbursed  bills 
shall  be  withdrawn  as  being  extinguished,  as  also  the  in- 
terest not  due«  .  The  bankers  who  shall  have  paid  them, 
shall  account  for  the  same  with  the  United  States,  by 
representing  theni ;  and  these  shall  successively  forward 
die  list  to  his  Majesty's  Ambassador,  to  serve  as  a  dis- 
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charge  for  hb  Majesty's  guaranty,  in  proportion  as  the 
Linked  States  shall  reimburse  them. 

N,  B.  It  appears  indispensable,  to  prevent  counterfeits, 
and  remove  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of 
the  bills^  that  they  be  stamped  by  the  Ambassador  of  the 
piniled  States — an  operation  which,  as  well  as  the  others 
mentioned  in  the  arrit^  is  only  to  be  announced  in  concert 
^rith  the  United  Sttftes. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress. 

October  S,  1787. 
The  Board  of  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Jefferson,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  France,  having 
reported, 

That  the  said  Minister  states,  '^That  a  proposition 
^[  has  been  made  to  Monsieur  de  Calonne,  Minister  of 
**  the  Finances  of  France,  by  a  company  of  Dutch  mer- 
*^  chants,  to  purchase  the  debt  due  from  the  United 
*'  States  to  the  Crown  of  France,  giving  for  the  said 
"  debt,  amounting  to  twenty-four  millions  of  livres,  the 
**  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  livres.  That  information  of 
<^  this  proposition  ha$  been  given  to  him  by  the  agent  of 
<f  the  said  company,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
<^  whether  the  proposed  negotiation  should  be  agreeable 
*'  to  Congress/' 

That  the  said  Minister  suggests,  "That  if  there  h 
^^  danger  of  the  public  payments  not  being  punctual, 
^'  whether  it  might  not  be  better  that  the  discontents 
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*'  which  would  theo  arise  shpuld  be  transferred  from  a 
**  Court,  of  whose  good- will  we  bav«  so  much  need,  lo 
*^  the  breasts  of  a  private  company. 

"  That  the  credit  of  the  United  States  is  sound  in 
^^  Holland;  aiKl  that  it  w:ould9  probably,  not  be  difficult 
*'  to  borrovv,  in  that  country,  the  whole  sum  pf  money 
"due  to  the  court  of  France ;  and  to  discharge  that 
"  debt  without  ^ny  deduction  ;  thereby  doing  what  would 
"  be  grateful  with  the  Court,  a^d  establishing  with  them 
"  a  confidence  in  our  honor."  - 

Ob  a  mature  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
above  mentioned,  the  Board  beg  leave  to  observe — 

That  at  the  time  the  debt  due  from  the  United  Slates 
to  the  Grown  of  France  was  conlracted„  it  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  that  the  different  inembers  of  the 
Union  would  have  hesitated  to  make  effectual  provision 
for  the  discharge  of  the  same,  since  it  had  been  con- 
tracted for  the  security  of  |he  lives,  liberties,  and 
property  of  their  several  citizens,  who  had  solemnly 
pledged  themselves  for  its  redemption  ;  and  that,  there*- 
fore,  the  honor  of  the  United  States  cannol  be  impeach- 
ed for  having  authorized  their  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
France  to  enter  into  a,  formal  convention,  acknowledging 
the  amount  of  the  said  debt,  and  stipula,ting  /or  the  Reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  and  interest  due  thereon. 

That,  should  the  United  States,  at  this  period,  give 
^ny  sanction  to  the  transfer  of  this  debt,  or  attempt  to 
make  a  loan  in  Holland  for  the  discharge  of  the  same, 
the  persons  interested  in  the  transfer,  or  in  the  loai?, 
would  have  reason  to  presume  that  the  United  States  in 
Congress  would  make  effectual  provision  for  the  punc- 
tual payment  pf  tjie  principal  and  interest. 
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That  the  prospect  of  such  providop  being  made  with- 
in a  short  period,  is  by  no  means  flattering*;  and  though 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  is  still  sound  in  Holland, 
from  the  exertions  which  have  been  made  to  discharge 
the  interest  due  to  the  subscribers  to  the  loans  in  that 
country,  yet,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  it  would  be 
unjust,  as  well  as  impolitic,  to  give  any  public  sanction 
to  the  proposed  negotiation*  Unjust,  because  the  nation 
would  contract  an  engagement,  without  any  well-ground- 
ed expectation  of  discharging  it  with  proper  punctuality. 
Impolitic,  because  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  interest 
accruing  from  this  negotiation  (which  would  inevitably 
happen)  would  justly  blast  all  hopes  of  credit  with  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Nietherlands,  when  the  exigencies 
of  the  Union  might  render  new  loans  indispensably  ne- 
cessary. 

The  Board  beg  leave  further"  to  observe,  that  al- 
though a  grateful  sense  of  the  servi(*es  rendered  by 
the  Court  of  France  would  undoubtedly  induce  the 
United  States  in  Congress  to  make  every  possible  ex- 
ertion for  the  reimbursement  of  the  moneys  advanced 
by  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  yet  that  they  cannot 
presume  that  it  would  tend  to  establish  in  the  mind  of 
the  French  Court  an  idea  of  the  national  honor  of  this 
country  to  involve  individuals  in  a  heavy  loan,  at  a  time 
when  Congress  were  fully  sensible  that  their  resources 
were  altogether  inadequate  to  discharge  even  the  in- 
terest of  the  same,  much  less  the  instalments  of  the 
principal,  which  would  from  time  to  time  become  due. 
How  far  the  idea  of  transferring  the  discontents  which 
may  prevail  in  the  French  Court,  for  want  of  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  interest,  to  the  breasts  of  the    private 
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citizens  of  Holland,  would  be  consistent  with  sound 
policy,  the  Board  forbear  to  enlarge  on. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  pub- 
lic integrity  of  a  nation  is  the  best  shield .  of  defence 
against  any  calaaiities,  to  which,  in  the  course  of  hu- 
man events,  she  may  find  herself  exposed. 

This  principle,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States,  in  contracting  the  loans  with  France,  can- 
not be  called  in  question.  The  reverse  would  be  the 
case,  should  the  sanction  of  the  United  States  be  given, 
either  to  the  transfer  of  the  French  debt,  or  to  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  loan  in  Holland  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
it. 

If  it  be  further  considered  that  the  consequences  of 
a  failure  in  the  punctual  payment  of  interest,  on  the 
moneys  borrowed  by  the  United  States,  can  by  no 
means  be  so  distressing  to  a  nation  (and  one  powerful 
in  resources)  as  it  w^ould  be  to  individuals,  whose  de- 
pendance  for  support  is  frequently  on  the  interest  of 
the  moneys  loaned,  the  Board  presume  that  the  pro- 
posed negotiation  cannot  be  considered  at  the  present 
juncture,  in  any  point  of  view,  either  as  eligible  or  pro- 
per. Under  these  circumstances,  they  submit  it  as  their 
opinion, 

That  it  would  be  proper  without  delay  to  instruct  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France  not 
to  give  any  sanction  to  any  negotiation  which  may  be  pro- 
posed for  transferring  the  debt  due  from  the  United  States 
to  any  State,  or  company  of  individuals,  who  nrtay  be  dis- 
posed to  purchase  the  same. 

Resoivedi  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 
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FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  WILLIAM  CABMICHAEL. 

Paris,  December  26, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

A  note  from  me,  of  the  22d  of  September,  apprized 
you  it  would  be  some  time  before  I  should  be  able  to 
answer  your  letters.  I  did  not  then  expect  it  would  have 
been  so  long. 

I  enclose  herein  a  resolution  of  Congress  recalling  Mr. 
Lamb,  which  I  will  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  have  de- 
livered him.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  sub- 
ject of  directing  him  to  settle  with  Mr.  Barclay^  and  at- 
tend his  answer.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  not  without 
hopes  Mr.  Barclay  has  done  the  business.  I  send  .also 
a  note  desiring  Mr.  Lamb  to  deliver  you  his  cipher;  and 
a  copy  of  a  letter  jfrom  the  Minister  of  Finance  here  to 
me,  announcing  several  regulations  in  favor  of  our  com- 
merce. 

My  Notes  oh  Virginia,  having  been  hastily  written, 
need  abundance  of  corrections^;  two  or  three  of  these  are 
so  material,  that  I  am  reprinting  a  few  leaves  to  substi- 
tute for  the  old.  As  soon  as  these  shall  be  ready,  I  will 
beg  your  acceptance  of  a  copy.  I  shall  be  proud  to  be 
permitted  to  send  a  copy,  also,  to  the  Count  de  Campo- 
manes,  as  a  tribute  to  his  science  and  his  virtues.  You 
will  find  in  them,  that  the  qatural  bridge  has  found  an  ad- 
mirer in  me  also.  I  should  be  happy  to  make  with  you 
the  tour  of  the  curiosities  you  will  find  therein  mention- 
ed<.  That  kind  of  pleasure  surpasses  much,  in  my 
estimation,  whatever  I  find  oq  this  side"  of  the  Atlantic. 
Isometimes  think  of  building  a  little  hermitage  at  the  na- 
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lural  bridge,  (for  it  is  ray  property,)  and  of  passing  there 
9.  part  of  the  year  at  least. 

I  have  received  American  pppers  to  the  1st  ®f  Novem- 
ber. Some  tiwnultuous  meetings  of  the  people  have 
taken  place  in  the  Eastern  States,  t.  e.  one  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Connecticut,  and  one  in  New  Hampshire. 
Their  principal  demand  lyas,  a  respite  in  the  judiciary 
proceedings.  No  injury  was  done,  however,  in  a  single 
instance,  to  the  person  or  property  of  any  one  ;  nor  did 
the  tumult  continue  twenty-four  bours  in  any  one  instance. 
In  Massachusetts,  this  was  owing  to  th^  discretion  which 
the  malcontents  still  preserved ;  in  Connecticut  and  New 
Hamp^hjrej,  th^  body  of  the  people,  rose  in  support  of 
Government,  and  obliged  the  malcontents  to  go  to  their 
homes.  In  the  last  mentioned  Sjlate  they  seized  about 
forty,  who  were  in  jail  for  triaL  It  is  believed  this  inci- 
dent will  strengthen  our  Government.  These  people  are 
not  entirely  without  excuse.  Before  the  war,  these  States 
depended  on  their  whale  oil  and  fisli ;  the  former  was 
consumed  in  England,  and  much  of  the  latter  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. The  heavy  duties  on  American,  whale  oil 
now  required  in  England,  exclude  it  fvo]fn  th^t  market ; 
and  the  Algerines  exclude  them  from  bringing  their  fish 
into  the  Mediterranean.  France,  is  opening  her  ports  for 
their  oil,  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  their  ancient  debts 
are  pressing  them,  and  they  have  nothing  to  pay  with. 
The  Massachusetts  Assembly,  too,  in  their  zeal  for  pay- 
ing their  public  debt,  had  laid  a  tax  toa  heavy  to  be 
paid,  in  the  circumstances  of  their  State.  The  Indians 
seem  disposed,  too,  to  make  war  upon  us.  These  com- 
plicated causes  determined  Congress   to   increase  their 
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forces  to  two  thousand  men.  The  latter  was  the  sole 
object  avowed,  yet  the  former  entered  for  something  into 
the  measure.  However,  I  am  satisfied  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  is  the  strongest  army  our  Government  can 
ever  have,  and  that  it  will  not  fail  them.  The  commer- 
cial convention  at  Annapolis  was  not  full  enough  to  do 
business  ;  they  found,  too,  their  appointments  too  narrow, 
being  confined  to  the  article  of  commerce.  They  have 
proposed  a  meeting  at  Philadelphia,  in  May,  and  that  it 
may  be  authorized  to  propose  amendiBBnts  of  whatever 
is'JJefective  in  ihe  Federal  Constitution.  , 

When  I  was  in  England,  I  formed  a  portable  copying 
press,  on  the  principle  of  the  large  one  they  make  there, 
for  copying  letters.  I  had  a  model  made  there,  and  it 
has  answered  perfectly.  A  workman  here  has  made  se- 
veral from  that  model.  The  itinerant  temper  of  your 
Court  will,  1  think,  render  one  of  these  useful  -  to  you. 
You  must,  therefore,  do  me  the  favor  to  accept  of  one. 
I  have  it  now  in  readiness,  and  shall  send  it  by  the  way  of 
Bayonne,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Alexander  there,  unless  Don 
Miguel  de  Lardizabel  can  carry  it  with  him. 

My  hand  admonishes  me  it  is  time  to  stop,  and  that  I 
must  defer  writing  to  Mr,  Barclay  till  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  December  31,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  of  addressiDg  you  on  the  12ih  of  the 
last  month ;  since  which,  your  iavor  of  October  l2tb  has 
been  received,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress for  recalling  Mr,  Lamb,  My  letter  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dall informed  you  that  we  had  put  an  end  to  his  powers, 
and  required  hiqfi  to  repak  to  Congress.  I  lately  received 
a  letter  from  him,  dated  Alicant,  October  lOih,  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy ;  by  which 
you  will  perceive  that  the  circumstance  of  ill  health, 
either  true  or  false,  is  urged  for  his  not  obeying  oqr  call. 
I  shall  inunediately  forward  the  order  of  Congress.  I 
am  not  without  fear  that  some  misapplication  of  the  pub- 
lic money  may  enter  into  the  causes  of  his  declining  to 
return.  The  moment  that  I  saw  a  syniptom  of  this  in 
his  conduct,  as  it  was  a  circunnstance  which  did  not  admit 
the  delay  of  consulting  Mr.  Adams,  1  wrote  to  Mr.  Car- 
michael  to  stop  any  moneys  which  he  might  have  in  the 
bands  d*  his  banker.  I  am  still  unable  to  judge  whether 
he  is  guilty  of  this  or  not,  as,  by  the  arraogements  with 
Mr.  Adams,  who  alone  had  done  business  with  the  bank- 
ers of  the  United  States  in  Holland,  Mr.  Lamb's  drafts 
were  to  be  made  on  him,  and  I  know  not  what  their 
amount  has  been.  His  drafts  could  not  have  been  ne- 
gotiated, if  made  on  us  both,  at  places  so  distant.  Perha]^ 
it  may  be  thought  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Lamb  was 
censurable  in. the  moment  in  which  it  was  made.  It  is  a 
piece  of  justice,  therefore,  which  I  oye  to  Mr.  Adams,  to 
declare  that  the  proposition  went  first  from  meto^him. 


190  THOMAS  JEPPERSON— JOHN  JAV. 

I  take  ibe  liberty  of  enclosing  you  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Adams,  of  September  24th,  1785,  in  which  that 
proposition  was  made.  It  expresses  the  motives  operat- 
ing on  my  mind  in  that  moment,  as  well  as  the  cautions 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  take ;  to  thes^  must  be  added 
the  difficulty  of  finding  an  American  in  Europe  fit  for 
the  business,  and  willing  to  undertake  it.  1  knew,  after- 
wards, that  Dr.  Bancroft  (who  b  named  in  the  letter) 
colild  not,  on  account  of  his  own  afiairs,  have  accepted 
even  a  primary  appointment.  I  think  it  evident  that  no 
appointment  could  have  succeeded,  without  a  much 
greater  sum  of  mon^y. 

1  am  happy  to  find  that  Mr.  Barclay's  mission  has  been 
attended  with  complete  success.  For  this  we  are  indebt- 
ed, unquestionably,  to  the  influence  tnd  good  offices  of 
the  Court  of  Madrid.  Oolonel  Franks,  the  bfearer  of 
this,  will  have  the  honor  to  put  into  your  hand  the  original 
of  the  treaty,  with  other  papers  accompanying  it.  It 
will  appear  by  these,  that  Mr.  Barclay  has  conducted 
himself  with  a  degree  of  intelligence  and  of  good  faith 
which  reflect  the  highest  honor  on  him. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  O'Bryen  to  Mr.  Car- 
michael  is  also  herewith  enclosed.  The  mfbrmation  it 
contains  will  throw  further  light  on  the  aflfairs  of  Algiers. 
His  observations  on  the  difficulties  which  arise  from  the 
distance  of  Mr.  Adams  atid  myself  from  that  place,  and 
from  one  another,  and  the  delays  occasioned  by  this  cir- 
cumstance, are  certamly  just.  If  C6ngress  should  pro- 
pose to  revive  the  negotiations,  they  will  judge  whether 
it  will  not  be  more  expedient  to  send  a  person  to  Algiers 
wlio  can  be  trusted  with  fiill  powers ;  and,  also,  wlieiber 
a  mission  to  C^nstantinbple  may  not  be  preridusly  neces- 
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sary.  Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  must  correct  an  error 
in  the  letter  of  Captain  O'Bryen.  Mr.  Lamb  was  not 
limited,  as  he  says,  to  one  hundred,  but  to  two  hundred, 
dollars  apiece  for  our  prisoners.  Thia  was  the  sum 
which  had  been  just  paid  for  a  large  number  of  French 
prisoners,  and  this  was  our  guide. 

The  difference  between  Russia  and  the  Porte  seems 
patched  up  for  the  present.  That  between  Spain  and 
Naples  is  not  yet  healed,  and  probably  will  not  be  cordi- 
ally ;  but  if  it  does  not  lead  to  a  war,  it  will  probably 
end  in  a  settled  coolness,  and  the  King  of  Spain's  ceasing 
to  interfere  with  that  Goyernment.  The  mediation  of 
this  Court,  I  suppose,  has  been  excited  by  the  fear  that 
Naples  might. throw  itself  into  the  other  scale  of  the 
European  balance.  This  has  been  much  feared  from  the 
new  King  of  Prussia.  Sqch  a  weight,  as  this,  shifted 
into  the  scale  of  the  Emperor,  Russia,  and  England, 
would  spread  a  cloud  over  the  prospects  of  this  kingdom. 
Of  the  possibility  of  this  event  you  will  be  so  much 
better  informed  by  Mr,  Qumas,  that  it  would,  be  going 
out  of  my  province  to  take  up  more  of  your  time  with  it. 
The  packets  at  L'Orient  have  orders  to  go  to  Havre, 
fronj  which  place  they  will  ply  after,  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary. This  will  enable  me  to  resume  that  channel  of 
correspondence  with  you,  as  I  can  alw^ays  send  a  confi- 
dential servant  by  the  diligence  in  twenty-four  hours  to 
that  place,  to  put  my  letters  in  the  hand  of  our  agent 
there,  who  will  find  a  passenger  or  other  trusty  person  to 
take  charge  of  them,  without  their  going  into  the  post 
mail.  Through  passengers  and  the  same  agent,  your 
letters  to  me  may  be  safely  conveyed,  uriopened.  I  en- 
dose  yott  the  Leyden  add  French  Gazettes  to^  this  datfe ; 
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in  the  latter,  you  will  find  an  autheotic  copy  .of  the  treaty 
between  France  and  England.  I  am  also  desired  to  send 
you  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Andre  Caron,  prayiog  that 
justice  may  be  done  him. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  &c,, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  JOHN   LAMB    TO  TH^OMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Alicant,  October  10,  1786. 
I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter ;  I  am  not 
able  to  take  passage  by  sea  or  land ;  I  have  been  confined 
these  three  months. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  cannot  have  a  full  settle- 
ment in  Europe ;  what  I  have  written  concerning  it  is 
real* 

^  The  letter  of  credit  I  will  return  by  the  first  safe  band. 
By  posti  all  my  letters  are  broken ;  therefore  I  think  it  will 
be  unsafe  by  that  method  of  conveyauce ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  shall  draw  no  more. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  LAMB. 

Extract  of  a  [letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John 
Adams. 

Paris,  S^endier  24^  1785. 
Sir, 
,My  letter  of  September  19th,  written  the  morniog 
after  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival  here,  would  inform  you  of  tb^t 


cireum^tftace.  I  uansmit  you,  berewkb,  copies  of  &e 
{lapers  he  brought  to  U3>  on  tho  $ubJQet  c^  the  Barbary 
irj&<|tie3^  You  will  sae,  bjr  ibeo,  ihat  Congreis  bat  adopt* 
i6d  tb/d  ¥ery  piap  whio^  we  wette  piopoaiog  4o  puisue. ;  it 
will  now  go  on  under  leas  danger  of  objeotkm  from  the 
piber  j^rties.  The  x:eoeipt  of  -these  ^w  paipers,  there- 
foi^y  ha$  rendered  neeessajry  no  change  in  nMittera  of  sub* 
^Upoe  in  the  despatches  we  bad  prepared,  but  they  r«n* 
der  §ome  formal  cbailges  necessary.;  for  inHanee,  in  our 
letter  pf  ^ed^noe  for  Mr.  Bamlay  to  the  Emperor  of 
MoipCQo,  it  beec^iiiH^  improper  to  enter  into  tfac^e  expla* 
nfitions  which  seamed  proper  when  that  letter  vFm  drawn^ 
because  Congress,  in  ttieii'letleri  enter  into  that  exfHa* 
m^tipn.  In  ^p  \dUm  to  the  Gowt.de  Vetgennes,  it 
be^flSie  pirqp^r  ft>r  fo^ntioB  the  n^w  Aill  powfurs  receiTed 
firom  Coi^[refis;.and  which,  in  some  measure,  aocoid  with 
the  idea  conwwicated  by  him  to  us  from  the  Marescbal 
de  Castries.  Tb^pe^  and  other  formal  idterationSi  which 
app€i9ir^d  necejssary  tome,  I  baye  made ;  leaving  so  muA 
of  the  origi^l  draughts,  approf ed  and  ameodediby  yoU| 
as  were  not  iqcpnsistent  with  these  altepalions.  I  bave^ 
tbetefqre^  bad  them  prepared  fair,  to  sa?e  you  the  trouble 
of  copying;  y^i,  whepevar  yoa  choo$e  to  make  altera- 
tion9>  you  will  be  90  good  n$  to  mid^  ibem,  takings  n^ 
that  case,,  the  trouble  of  bft^g  new^air  copies  made  ooc 
Yon  willpecceivjeiby  'Mn.J^y's  letter^  that  €<»igffeaa 
bad  not  tbopghtf  fi^fH  to  ^te^  Mr.  iMp^^sy  Jippoint* 
mept.  I  ipuigii^  they  af  prfdbended  it  might  intdrftre 
with  metres  actually  ^^)  by  v6»  Notmlb9tanding 
xjie  B^^  fmfiojtfi  yfWh  they  aie  friei^  lotoane  to 
08  90  tVis  subifptftj  9A9QOt  feel  fny9$if  ok»r  of  that  bws' 
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nfbich  a  presumption  of  their  pleasure  gives,  and  ought 
to  give.  1  presume  that  Air.  Lamb  met  their  approba- 
-tion^  because  of  the  recommendations  he  canied  from 
the  Governor  and  State  of  Connecticnt ;  because  of  his 
actual  knowledge  of  the  country  and  peoplii  of  those 
States  of  3«irbary ;  because  of  the  detention  of  these  let- 
ters from  M'arcb  to  July,  which,  considering  their  prey- 
ing'nature,  would  otherwise  have  been  seht  by  other 
Americans,  who,  in  the  mean  time,  have  come  from  New 
York  to  Paris ;  and  because,  too,  of  the  information  we 
received  by  Mr.  Jarvis:  These  reasons  are  not  strong 
enough  to  set  aside  bur  appointment  of  Mr.  Barclay  to 
Morocco  ;  that,  I  think,  should  go  on>  as  no  man  could 
be  sent  who  would  enjoy  more'  the  coar^ence  of  Con* 
gress.  But  they  are  istrtwig  enough  to  induce  me  to  pro- 
pt»e  to  you  the  appointment  of  Lamb  to  Alters ;  he  has 
followed  for  many  years  the  BbrWry  ti^e,  and  seems 
intimately  acquiainted  with  thbse  States.  Thave  not 
sieen  enough  of  him  to  judg^  of  his  abifities ;  he  seems 
not  defic^nt,  as  far  as  I  can  see  ;  dnd  the  footing  oh 
which  be  comes  imist  furnish  a  presumptioh  for  what 
we  do  not  see.  We  must  say  the  san^ie  as"to  tAs  integ- 
rity;' we  musi  rely  for  this  on '  the  recommendations  he 
brings,  a»  it  is  itiipossible'  fdr  'tift  to  judge  isf  this  lor  our- 
selves ;  yet  it  wHl  be  our  duty  to  use  such  reasonable  cau- 
tions as  ai'e  in  our  power.  TVo  bcciar  to  me :  .1st.  To  give 
him  'ft  oierk,  capable  of  assisting  and  attendiiig  to  his  pro^ 
cetMlingS, '^d  who,  in  case  bte  thoti^t  iny  tbing  was 
ddng  amies,  might  give  uis  information!  26.  Not  to  give 
a  credit  on  Van^  diaphorst  and'  Wftlink,  but  let  bis  drafts 
*  be  made  on  yourself^  which,  with  the  knowledge  you  wtH 
have  of  his  proceedings,  will  enable  you  to  check  them, 
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if  you  are  ij^teible  dt'tny  abase  iiitehded;  Tliis  will  give 
yeo  trouMe;  bat  as  I  have  never  found  ybu  declining 
trouble  when  H  is  necessary,  I  venture  to  t)ropose  rt.  I 
hope  it  will  not'  iexpfose  yoii*  to  inodnveni^nce,  as  by  in- 
structing Lambr  to  insert  in  bii  drafts  a  proper  usance, 
yoti  can  in  the  m6an  litoe  raise  the  money  folr  them,  by 
drawing  on  Hblland.  I  nfiust  inform  you  that  Mr.  Bar- 
dky  wishes' to  be  put  on  the  satee  footing  with  Mr. 
I^anyb,  as  to  this  article  ;' atitf,  therefore,  I  return  you 
yout*  tetter  of  crtedit  on- Van  Stapbbrsffe  CJoJ  As  to 
Ae  first  article,  there  fe  great  difficulty ;' there  is  riobody 
At'PtoHS  6t  fe?r  the'  lirndertaking,  who  would  be  Hkdy  to 
aciteeptit — I  mean there^ is  no-American;  fori  should  be 
anJEious  to  plaee  a  native  in  the  trust ;  perhaps  you  can 
send  us  one  from  London.  There  is  ^a  Mr.  Kandolpli^ 
there  from  New  York,  whom  Mjr.  Barclay  thinks  might 
be  relied  on  very  firmly,  for  integrity  and  capacity.  He 
is  there  for  his  health ;  perhaps  you  can  persuade  him  to 
go  to  Algiers  in  pursuit  of  it ;  if  you  cannot,  I  really 
knaiw  not  what  .will  be  done ;  it  is  impossible  to  propose 
to  Bancroft  to  go  in  a  secondary  capacity.  Mr.  Bar- 
day  and  myself  have  ihoagbt  of  Caimes,  at  L^Orient,  as 
adoWBRjieaoft;  :but  it  b  oocertain,  or  rather  improba- 
.Ue,t)iit  ImT^roiKleitake  it.  Y^nt  will  b^  pleased,  ki 
the  fine  pfece,  to  coDsider  of  my  proposition  [to  send 
Lambrto  AlgM^ranxi  in  ithe  next,  all  the  oircantota.nc^ 
Ufore  dettilody  as  «oii8ecp>6Bces  of  that. 

;Ttaet«iiclMfsd'lett«?  from  Ri^h^Ml  O'Bryen  fumisfa€^ 
powotMifnoifWd  for  opibmeiie«g^j)y  sbm^  means  or  oifa^, 
tbetresty-witfef. Algiai^^^oie:  inomediately  than  v^ould 
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t»#don9  if  left  te  M^  ^arekyj  you  will  poi^ve  by  that, 
ibattwoof  ,pfiF  ve3selS|  .i^itb  tbw  crews  aodcai^ipeSi  have 
heeu  C9xwd  captive  i«to  ibat  poft.  Wbat  is  to  be  done 
as  to  tbose  jxkv  pe^le  ?  I  am  for  bi^njUag  t^^iipplje- 
B^otaiy  iostruQtion  to  iAmb^  wbich  accompanies  tbeae 
|)ipera  j  altar  it  or  reject  it,  as  you  pleaa^.  Yoa  ask  wbat 
J  tbink  of  <4^«mipg  the  Dutcb  iatprpoaHioo  ?  I  doi^  tbe 
fidelity  of  any  ioterpo^itiop  too  muc^b  to  4iiiiire  it  sm- 
cerely.  Our  letters  to  tbis  Coortj  beretofore,  seemed  to 
oblige  us  tf  Gommiaiiicfkte  witb  them  on  tbe  sulgect*  If 
yoM  Abiok  tbe  Dutcb  woqld  take  ami^  our  notapplying  to 
tbemj  I  will  jpiu  you  iu  the  appUcati^ ;  o|bfrwja^>  tbe 
fewer  appiiz(9d  of  our  prQcea4ioga/tlie  belter.  Tloeoah 
^wmcate  tbem  to  the  Statep  of  SloUand,  is  to  c^mwni- 
ci^tbem.totbe  wortd.  -  • 

FROM  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  THOMAS  J£FF£BSON. 

^  ...    Paris,  AttpBt  H  Ifec 

«r, 

HaWo^  HO  roll  of  tbe  Ariel  in  my  peaseiaioQ,  1  am  od- 
eble  to  determine  tbel^Iity  of  tbe  ;oIaim  emftsiuod  io 
:^e  papers  you  did  me  the  hoaor  to  send  ibr  aqr  opi^ioo. 

TherpapersDof  tbatiirigate  wese'depoii^i!i;tbe  acfaai- 
raky  U  Pbibublpbia,  I  tbmk  in  A]^  or  Mky,  1781 ;  and 
I  remember  that  some  anwagamnni  witb  iiu.  Hdlker 
was  tpokeo  of  by  the  Board,  ibr  the  wages  ihia  to  tbe 
jMXwes,  whO)4)eiQg  Fwadb' iMtyantSi  netfr  obMied  hy 
^  Chevalier  de  la  IjoierBS^aDdjeitflDJiit^JkioMeuedbs 
Xaucbes  Bt  Rhode  Island.  As  this  happened  in  tiM  mo- 
ment when  paper  flKMmy  wat  fMg  out  of  eiictdatioD^ 
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^ 


perha|)9the  men  bare  itot  been  pM.  Tbe  Mtb  can 
only  be  known  by  writing  to  America^  otoles^ydu  tbinfe 
fit  to  eoMalt  the  Conttt  des  Tooebts,  wi&  whom  they 
embarked  at  Pftiladetpbm  finr  Rhode  Island. 

I  havi^  ^e  honor  to  be/  fce./ 

PAUL  JOKBB- 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Sir, 

My  ksi,  ol  Dmtnbti  Alat^  jiokiowledgkd  Ibtf  p^oeiftoi 
yMr$  of  Oeteber  Ifl,  as  the  pftaen(4oai  tta»  of  Oc^leber 
ad^  9tb^  and  S7tb,  together  wiih  the  rtftoknioa  of  Con- 
gnraofOet(Aerl6tb»ontbe<Aimof4febtiNf^iiier.  I  wUt 
jirodeed  in  -ihis  biseineas  on  tbe  reHttm  tf  Mr.  B<MP(4af , 
whO|  beiag  fully  ai^quaint^  wiib  alt  tbia  i^irowmanceaif 
wi)Jlb0  eoaUed  (ogWemcT  ibatiilfenmiioAi  tbe  waot^of 
whk^nughtlttftdoietodo  wfoogon  ibe  oMaideprjbci 
oUier. 

It^oamikm  of  the  signaiim  of  tbe^  Iffeaty  wMb.  MmW" 
00  has  been  loig  on  its  paniage  toycnt*.  L  will  begkave 
to  recur  to  dates,  that  you  may  see  that  no  fmti  of  it,  (iM 
beeo  dtrired  from  me.  Tbd  tot  fieli<^  vl  bad  of  k(^as 
in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baflrclay,  dated  rDt^lbeyda^Augi^t 
ILib;  I  reeeived  this  on  4be  iSib  Sn^fWrnhmy  no  seonMr 
eoav#y«nca  6fiared  tBl  tl»  96tkof  lbo-fiaff#  moi»fhb  be-t 
ing  13  days  after  my  imeipixxf  it«  b  my  llrner  lOf  thai 
date>  wUcb  i?eit  by  .tb»  way^  Londihi,  I  Ittd  the  btxem 
toeii^kMiayottacopf  <tfMff.Jtecei«y'a)iilM.  Tbeoon- 
irejr«M  6f  4b«  tmiijr.i^pwlf  ia^  miUmsM  deligr  b«re»  at 


pi:e9eDt,  whkb  all.ioy  aaxiety.ciADOt  .prev^U  Colooel. 
Ffanks's  h«ggafe,  wbjob  came  by  water  firoai  Cadiz  to 
Roueiv  Imes  been  longaad'hqudy  ei^pepted ;  tberaei^em 
it  arrives,  be  will. set  omt/or  lioodon,  ta  h«ve  duplicates, 
of  the  treaty  signed  by  Mr..  Adains^  and  from  tbence  be 
will  {iiooHd  to  If 6W  York.  Tbe  Chevalier  del  Puito, 
who  treated  with  us  on  behalf  of  Portugal,  being  resident 
at  London,  I  have  presumed  that  the  causes  of  tbe  delay 
of  that  treaty  had  been  made  known  to  Mr.  Adams, 
and  by  him  communicated  to  you.  I  will  write  to  htm  by 
Cohm^rFnuriBf,  jii  <»der  that  you  may  be  answered  on 
that  subject. 

Hie  {MiUkMion  of  die  laoribied  extm^  iiom  my  let- 
ter of  Maf]^  9Irb,  ITiS,  wW,  I  fear,  have  very  nibcliiov- 
ousefi^ts;it'Wfttteiid  tddraw  on  tbe  Count  de  Yen- 
gennes  *the  (brmMabte  pbalabx  of  tbe  Farais  ;<to  prevail 
hfe  (iom^itliiig  bimeiif^  to  me  in  any  coovcitatioo  wbiob 
he  >dbes  "fiotfiieafii  for  tbe 'public  ppptrs;  towpire^ 
slrme  diffidence  into  all  other  Ministers  with  wbom  I  might 
have<to  traoMct  busfliess ;  tO' defeat  the  lilrie  hope,  if  My 
hope  existed,  of  getting  aid  of  the  Farm  on  the  article  «f 
tobaceo;  and  to  dampdtat  iireedem  of  oommuMoatiMi  which 
die  resolutkm  of  Congress  of  May  9ii,  1784,  won  intended 
t6  re-tsstabKib. 

'Observing,  by  tbe  proceedings  of>Coiif|fe9S,Uiat  tbey 
are  aboul  to  establMh  a  coinage,  i  think  it  my  duty  to4tt« 
kfHn  th^m  that  a  Swiss  of  tbe  aame  ef  Drost^  estab* 
fished  here,  baa  infvented  a  mMhod  of  letrikiiig  die  two 
filces  and  edge  of  la  coin  at  obe  m^.  1^  tbif  Md  other 
aimpiifieatioDs  of  die  proctos  <tf  osfaiaee,  be  tsetiaUed  to 
c«ki  from  26^0M  lo  30jMO  pieces  a  iiay>  widi  dieawisK 
a«c0>of  Gu/tjr^  t\acc.peiWHi ;  ttbe  fjeieir<tf  flMat  hm%  4ttt 
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pffeptred.  I  send  you  by  Colcmel  Franks  three  coins,  of 
gaidy  silver,  and  copper,  which  yoi;^  will  perceive-  to  be 
perfect  medtls;  and  I  can  assure  you,  ftom  having  seen- 
him  coin  money,  that  every  piece  is  as  perfect  as  these^ 
There  has  certainly  never  yet  been  seen  any  coin,  in  any 
cotwtry,  comparable  to  this ;  the  best  wdrkeieo'  in  this 
way  acknowledge  that  his  is  liljcea  new  ait.  Coin  oboiikt 
afavays-  he  made  in  the  highest  petfectiom  possible,  because 
it  is  a  great  guard  against  the  danger  of  folse  coinage. 
This  man  would  be  willing  to  fomish  his  irafrieoents  to 
QoBgress,  md,  if  diey  please,  be  willgo  over  and  io- 
stfocta  piBrson  to  carry  on  the  work ;  nor  do  I  bel^«ie  be 
wokdd  ask  any  tUog  tinaksbnaUev  It  would  be  vbry  de* 
fliniUe  that,  in  the  loslitotion  of  acnew  coinage,  we  idxNild 
set  out  on  so  pedeet  a  plan  as  this;  and  the  motBiBC,  aa 
wbkle  the  work  is  so  exqnisftely  done ,^  it  id  done  cheaper. 
I  will  certainly  do  the  best  leant  far  riie  fefofmatioii 
ef  the  Ooosidar  Ooniredtion,  being  persiladed  that  out 
States  would  be  very  unwilling,  to  cbnhfm  thiAr  laws 
ekher  to  ifae  eonvention  or,  to  th(^  sebeftie ;  bat  it  is  too 
diffieuk  and  too  deliaate  to.  form  sanguiiie  hopes:  how« 
eTer>  ttmt  there  may  be  room  to  reduce  the  oenvention  as 
much  aa  mfouoBStances  will  adihit,  will  it  not  be  expe^ 
dient  fer  Congress  to  give  me  powers,  ia  wkieh  there  shall 
be  no  .leferende  ta  the  sdheme.?  ^Tbe  powers  sent  tat  ob^ 
Uge.  me  toipnxlvce  tbact  stibaoie ;  and  certainly,,  the  mt>ment 
il »  produced^  they  will  not  ahftte  a  tittle,  ftom  it.  If  they 
reoollebt'tlie  sfdieme,  and  imstonit,  we  coin  b»t  conclude 
k;  bun  if  tkey  have^forgcman  it,  (whbfa  may  be^)  and  are 
vrittig  jBo  tecoDsider  the  wbaie  svi^eot,  peiSmpa  we  may 
gdi  rid  of  aonietbiiig  the  more  of  it,  as  th»  dday  is  Mt 
injiuriousrto  us;  .h«oaiiaa  the  oosnpeMioD,  wbenever  and 
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however  oade,  te  to  put  m^ki  a  worse  Wrte  thai^  we  m 
in  DOW.  I  sball  venture  to  deTenngrkig  a  word  on  tbot 
aubfect,  tiU  I  eas  hear  &om  you  iu'  angiier  io  this..  Tbe 
f(dl  powers  tnty  be  sufficiemlj^gutrpled  by  priTinto  ta** 
atnictk)!!  to  me  not  to  go  beyood  tbe  fonner  acbeme. 
Tbis  'deky  ffliety  be  well  enougb  aseribed  (wbenerer  I  sfaaU 
^vei;e(^ved  i^w  powers)  to  a  jbtiraey  I  bid  -befcre  ap^ 
prized  the  Minisler  that  I  should  bb  obliged,  to;  take  to 
some  miDeial  waters  io  the  south  of  Feance,  to  see  if, 
by  their  aid|  I  ooay  recover  the  use  of  ray  r^ht  hand,  of 
wincfe  a  dUocalton,  about  feur  mooUis  ago^  thrwoeps  rto 
depoFe  me  in  a  great  measure.  The  surgeons  have  long 
in^bted  upon  thte  measure.  I  akall  retuhi  by  BofdeouK, 
NantCfft,  and  L^Orttitf^to  get  the  neeessary  information  for 
finishing  our  Qommereial  regulatbns  faeoe.  Pofmit  me, 
however,  to. ask,  as  immedaitely  as  possible^  an  answer 
ettheraffirmative  or  ne^iive,  as  Congress sbaH  think  best, 
and  to  ascribe  the  de|ay  on  whieh  I  venture  4o' my  desire 
to  do  what  is  fiMr.tfae4>est. 

I  send  you  a  eo{^  of  the  late  nsanne  regutadoos  of 
Uiis  country ;  there  are  things  m  it  whiob  may  become 
kuet«sting  to  us,  pardoularly  what  relates  to  the  eMb* 
Ibhment  of  a  marine  nnlitia,  and  tfamrxdassifieation. 

You  will  baM  seen  in  the  pubHc  papers  diat  did  Kmg 
has  called  an  assembly  of  the  Notablesof  his  country; 
This  has  not  been  done  far  one  hundred  and  sixty  yesss 
past.  Of  eomae,  it  caHs  up  aQ  die  atteoioii  of  the  pec^ 
pie.  Tbe  objects  of  tba  «8ieinbly  we  not  named ;  eev-* 
era!  are  coojedmred :  the  tirfenaing  the  Pnnasunt  rd»< 
gkm ;  remof^  all  tbe  e«stom4iouses  to  tbe  IronAr ; 
eiCfuafizing  tbe  gabettes  on  salt  tbreu^  the  kmgdom ;  fbe 
sde  of  tbe  King^a  dewuos,  to  aaiae  nioney ;  or,  finaljy. 
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tte  eflfediBg  this  neoesMry  end  by  some  other  metos,  are 
talked  oi;  hot,  io  trudi,  notbiiig  is  lEaown  sbom  it.  Thi9 
GpverBment  practises  secrecy  so  ^stematioally,  that  it 
never  publisiMS  its  purposes  or  its  proceediags  sooner  or 
more  extensile  than  necessary.  I  send  you  a  pamphlet, 
¥^hicb)  gi^g  ttt^  sccoum  of  the  last  AM$embUt  iei  Naia^ 
bkif  may  give  an  iciea  of  what  the  present  wiB  be* 

A  great  imw  prevails  heie  of  encouraging  noannfac- 
tares.  TheftaMos  B^ton  and  Watts,  who  are  at  the 
head  dl  the  plated  mairafactures  of  Birmitighaai,  the 
steam  mills  of  London,  copying  presses,  and  ether  me-' 
chanical  works,  have  been  here.  It  is  said,  also,  that 
Wedgwood  has  been  here,  who  is  fabioas  for  his  steel 
manufactures,  and  an  eafthenWare  in  the  antique  style. 
But  as  to  this  last  person,  I  am  not  certain.  It  cannot,  I 
believe,  be  doubted  but  that  they  came  at  the  request  of 
Government,  and  that  they  will  be  induced  to  establish 
similar  manufactories  here.  The  transferring  hither  those 
manufactures  which  contribute  so  much  to  draw  our  com- 
merce to  Eogtend,  will  have  a  great  tendency  tostreogth- 
en  oor  eoonexbns  with  this  country,  and  loosen  th^m 
with  that. 

The  enfranchising  the  port  o(  HeiJeur,  at  the  moutb 
of  the  Seine,  for  multiplying  the  coonexioss  with  es^  is 
at  preseat  ftn  object ;  it  meets  wi^  opposition  in  the  Min- 
istry, but  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  pyevaiL  If  natural  oauses 
operate,  mnoflnenced  by  aocidelital  circumataBce6,.J9ior- 
deaux,  and  Honfleur  or  Havre,  must  ultimately  take  the 
greatest  part  .of  our  commerce.  The  former,  by  the 
Garonne'  and  Canal  of  Languedoe^  o^ens  the  soetbem 
provinces  lo  us.  l%e  latver>  the  nortfiem  ones  and  Paris. 
Honfleur  will  be  peculiariy  advantageous  ibr  our  rice  and 
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wfatle  oil,  of  which  the  prindpaL  oot^uoptioo  is  at  Parts* 
Being  free,  they  can  be  re^eiqierted  when  the  market  here 
shall  happen  to  be  overstocked. 

>  The  labors  of  the  ensuing  summer  will  close,  the 
eastern  half  of  the  horbbr  of  Cfaerbopig^' which  will  can- 
tain  and  protect  f(»rt]r  sail  of  the  line.  It  has  &om  fifty  to 
thirty-five  feet  water  next  to  the  cones,  shallowing  gradu^ 
ally  to  the  shore.  Between  this  and  Duokiek,  |I^  navi- 
gation of  the  channel  will  be  rendered  omcfa  safer  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  England >  and  invasions  on.  that  coun- 
try beccxneiaDKire  praolicable; 

The  gazettes  of  France  and  L^eyden,  to  iibe  present 
date,  a<^compaay  this.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     > 
May  10,  1787.x 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  Diepartitient  of 

Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tlmt  part  of  Mr. 

Jefiferson's  letter  of  the  9th  January  last,  which  relates 

to  the  Consular  Gonvenliob,  viz : 

^*  I  will  certainly  do  the  best  I  can  for  the  reformation 
"  of  the  Consukir  Cofcivention,  being  persuaded  that  our 
"  States  wotild  be  very  uawiMirig  to  c^dbrm  their  laws 
"  either  to  the  convention  or  to  the  scheme;  hot  it  is 
^*'too  dtffiealt  and  too  delicate  to  formsangoine  hopes: 
"however,  ttrnt  there  may  tie  rt)©m  to  reduce  the  con* 
"  vention  as  mixch  ar  circtnuslances  wtU  admit,  will  it 
'-'not  be  expedient^ for^Congres^  to  give  me  powers,  in 


DIPLOMATIC  CORKEBPONDENCE.  203 

^^wbioh  there  shfill  be  no  refbr^ce  to  the  scheme? 
^^Tbe  powers  sent  me  oUige  me  to  produce  that 
^^sebene;  and  certamly^,  tbe  moment  it  is  produced* 
'^ihej  will  not  abate  <  a  tittle  from  it.  If  they  recollect 
<<  tbe  scbedie,  and  insist  oo  it,  we  can  but  comdude  it  j 
'^  but  if  they  have  forgotten  it,  (wbioh  may  be,)  and  are 
*^«9Aing  to  reconsider  tbe  whole  subject^  perhaps  we 
^^  may  get  rid  of .  sooMitfaing  tbe  more  of  it.  As  the 
^«delay  is  not  b^nrioas  to  us>  because  the.  convention, 
^^  whenever  and  however  made,  is  to  put  us  in  a  worse 
"stale  than  we  are- in  aow^  I  shall  vesture  to  defer 
'^  eaying  a  word  on  tbe  snbjeot,  till  i  can  hear  from  you, 
^'  in  answer  to  this.  The  Uli  pbweiB  may  be  SMficaently 
'^  guarded,  by  private  ioatra^ions  to  me  not  to  go  be- 
'^yond  the  ibrmer  scheme;  this  delay  may  be  weU 
"enough  ascribed  (whenever  I  shall  harve.  received 
"  new  powers)  to  a  journey  I  had  before  appriased  the 
"  Minister  that  I  diould  be  obliged  to  take  m  some 
"mineral  waters tn  tlte. south  of  France,  to  see  if,  by 
"their  aid,  I  may  recover  the  use  of  my  right  hand,  of 
"  winch  a  dislocation,  abootfour  months  ago,  threatens  to 
''-  depriv&ni©  in  a  gueat  measure.  -  The  surgeoas  have 
"  long  insisted  on  this  measure.  I  shall  return  by  Bor- 
"  deaux,  Cianteis,  and  L'Orient,  to  get  the  necessary  in- 
"  fimnadonfor  finishing  our  oommeroial  regulation^  here. 
"  Permit  me,  however,  to  aric  as  immediately  as  possible 
"an  answer,  either  affirmative  or  n^ativ^,  a?  Congress 
"shall  think  best>  and  to  mcribe  tlie  delay  on  whieh 
^I  venture  to  nciy  desire,  to  do  what  is  ^  tbe  best.'* 
Reports:  . 

Tlmtt  in  bis[<^mOD,tbe  Court  of  France  regard  the 
Coftsolir. OtovMtion  inits  pveaeat  form  as  an  inti^resthtg 
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obj^t,  and  that  no  article  or  proiriribn  in  H  Will  escape 
their  reeoUeetion.  He  nevertbelesrthida  that  the  policy 
of  yielding  to  stich  dfomnstaaces^  as  oanflot  without  risk 
and  hazard  bi9  neglected  or  obntrdledy  will  induce  tbeiki 
at  least  to  consent  to  the  proposed  artide  for  Umhing  thd 
duration  of  the  convention. 

As  be  petceives  no  inCot^eoilsnee  Mcely  to  reselt  from 
giving  Mr.  Jefferson  a  oooiniissioo,  aothoriiing  him  in 
genera]  terms  to  negotiate  and  conehide  a  convention 
with  his  most  Christian  Majesty  for  ascertaining  the  an- 
tfacmty  and  powers  of  French  and  American  Coifenls^ 
your  Secretary  thinks  it  will  be  advisable  to  send  him 
such  a  commission,  that  be  may  (iiereby  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  endeavoring  to  realize  tlie  advanti^es^  he  ex- 
pects from  it,  and  whicb^  under  a  new  administration,  (per- 
haps not  wett  advised  of  what  has  passed,)  may  be  at- 
tainaUe. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Secretary,  it  Will  therdbre  be 
expedient  to  send  Mr.  Jeffetton  a  commis^n  of  tbe  fd- 
lowing  tenor,  viz : 

We,  the  United  States  of  Awerica  in  Congress  assem^ 
bled  at  the  oiti|r  of  New  York^  to  our  well  beloved  Tho- 
mas Jefierson,  Esq.,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  at  the 
Court  of  his  most  Cfarbtian  Majesty,  fee.  &c  sent  greet- 
ing. Being  desirous  to  promote  and  fioHitate  tSm  com^^ 
meree  between  our  States  and  the  donmiions  of  hb  saici 
Majesty,  and  for.  that  purpose  to  conclude  with  him  a 
convention  for  regulating  the  powers^  pmileges,  and  du- 
ties of  our  respective^  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls^  Agents^and 
Commissaries,  and  baviiq;  foil  coi^enee  b  your  sbBki^ 
and  integrity,  we  do  by  these  prissettts  attlbdrize  aod  em- 
power yoti,  the  said  Tfaomas  Mbrsoo^  is  oat  naaole  anil 
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behalf,  to  tieat  wkfa  toy  pgrsoo  faa^iag  ecpal  powers 
from  his  mo^  Cbmtiaa  Majesty,  of  and  eooceroing  sudi 
ooBveniioD,  and  the  same  in  ocur  name  and  behalf  to 
43QiiduchB,  sign,  apd  seal.  And  we  do  promise  to  ratify 
undcQQ^im  whatever  eonvention  shall  in  rirtue  of  this 
oommisMon  be  by  you  so  concluded,  provided  the  dura- 
tioa  of  the  same  be  limiled  to  any  term  not  exceeding 
J    "■  years. 

Witness  our  seal,  |nd  the  signature  of  his  Exoellen- 

cy  Arthur  St.  Claif^  our  President,  this day 

of  ^-f*^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  6ne  thou^nd 
seven  hundred  and  eigbty-seven,  and  the  11th  of 
oar  independence. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  write  the 
two  following  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson ;  the  Jini  of  which 
he  might  communicate  to  the  Court : 

Sir,* 

Congress,  being  desirous  that  the  eommei;ce  be^tweeo 
the  United  States  and  France  may  be,  promoted  by 
every  reciprocal  regulation  conducive  to  that  end,  wish 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  ascertaining  the  privileges, 
powers,  and  duties  of  their  respective  Consuls,  Vice  Con- 
suls, and  Commercial  Agents  and  Commissaries, 

They  regret  the  circumstance  which  chills  you  to  the 
south  of  France,  but  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  ypa 
should  make  that,  or  any  other  journey  which  your  health 
may  require.    It  is  their  wish  and  iosti^uctipn^  tfiat  on 


*This  and  the  following  letter  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  Jeflefson, 
and  datwl  July  37, 1787. 
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your  retura  to  ihe  Cocott  your  attention  imiy- be  imme- 
diately directed  to  the  obowmtatioaed  snhgeot.  Con- 
sidering that  conveotiofls  of  tliis  natorey  bow^rer  appa- 
rently useful  in  theory^  may,  from  stuae  defects  or  un^ 
foreseen  oircumstance9>  be  attended  with  inconranences 
in  practice,  they  think  it  best  that  they  should  berpnAa* 
tiooary,  at  least  in  the  first  instance ;  and,  rfaefeibi»,  that 
the  term  to  be  assigned  for  the  duration  of  the  one  in 
question  should  not^  e;(ceed  years.  Tbc^  also  think 
it  advisable;,  in  order  to  obviate  any  difficulties  that  might 
arise  from,  your  not  having  be^n  more  formally  authorized 
to  c(N[nplete  this  business,  to  give  you  an  express  and 
special  commission  for  the  purpose,  which  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  enclose. 

Sky 

You  will  herewith  receive  another, letter  from  me  of 
this  date,  together  with  the  commission  mentioned  in  it. 
Both  of  them  are  in  pursuance  of  the  ideas  suggested  in 
your  letter  of  the  9th  January  last.  If  the  whole  sub- 
ject should  be  reconsidered,  and  a  new  convention  form- 
ed, it  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  the  duties,  powers, 
and  privileges  of  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and 
Commissaries,  be  accurately  delineated,  and  that  they  be 
as  much  circumscribed  and  limited  as  the  proper  objects 
of  their  appointments  will  admit,  and  the  Court  of 
france  consent  to.  How  far  it  majr  be  in  your  power  to 
obtain  a  convention  perfectly  unexceptionable,  must  de- 
pend on  several  circumstances  not  yet  decided. 

Congress  confide  fully  in  your  talents  and  discretion, 
and  they  will  rsitify  any  convention  that  is  not  liahji^jo 
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more  ol^ections  than  the  one  alrekdjr  \n  part  cono]ud6<}, 
provided  an  article  limidng  its  donition  to  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  years^e  inserted. 

All  whieh  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congrelss. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOMAS  JErFERSON  TO  JOHN  j^DAMS. 

Paris,  January  11,  1787. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Jay,  in  his  last  letter  to  me,  observes,  they  hear 
nothing  further  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal.  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  telling  him  that  I  will  write  to  you  on 
the  subject,  and  that  he  may  expect  to  hear  from  you  on 
it,  by  the  present  conveyance.  The  Chevalier  del  Pinto 
being  at  London,  I  presume  he  has,  or  can,  inform  you 
why  it  is  delayed  on  their  part.  I  will  thank  you  also  for 
the  information  he  shall  give  you. 

There  is  here  an  order  of  priests,  called  the  Mathu- 
rins,  the  object  of  whose  institution  is  the  begging  of 
alms  for  the  redemption  of  captives.  About  eighteen 
months  ago,  they  redeemed  three  hundred,  which  cost 
them  about  fifteen  hundred  Uvres  apiece.  They  have 
agents  residing  in  the  Barbary  States,  who  are  constantly, 
employed  in  searching  and  contracting  for  the  captives 
of  their  nation,  and  they  redeem  at  a  lower  price  than 
any  other  people  can.  It  occurred  to  me^  that  their 
agency  might  be  engaged  for  our  prisoners  at  Algiers.  I 
have  had  interviews  with  them,  and,  the  last  night,  a 
long  one  *witli  the  General  of  tbe  order.  They  offer 
their  services,  with  all  the  benignity  and  cordiality  possi- 
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U^«  The  QeQeral  tdd  roe  bo  <;oMld  qch  ^^»ftet  to  re^ 
deem  our  prisoners  $s  cheap  98  iheirowoybu(  (hfit  be 
would  use  all  tbe  roeaps  io  bis  power  to  4o  it  qn  tbe 
best  terras  possible ;  wbicb  will  be^tbe  bett?r^  as  there 
will  be  tbe  less  suspicion  that  he  acts  for  our  public  I 
told  him  I  would  write  to  you  on  tbe  subject,  and  speak 
to  him  again.  What  do  you  think  of  employing  them, 
limiting  them  to  a  certain  price — as  three  hundred  dollars, 
for  instapce,  or  any  ptber  sum  you  tbupk  proper  ?  He 
will  write  immediately  to  his  instruments  there,  and  in 
two  or  three  months  we  can  know  the  event.  He  will 
deliver  them  at  Marseilles,  Cadiz,  or  where  we  please, 
at  our  expense.  The  money  remaining  of  tbe  iunjii 
destined  to  the  Barbary  business,  may,  I  suppose,  be 
drawn  on  for  this  object.  Write  me  yopr  opinion,  if  you 
please,  on  this  subject,  finally,  fully,  j^nd  ipomediately, 
that,  if  yoju  approve  the  proposition, .  I  may  ei^^r  into 
arrangements  with  the  General  before  my  departure  tp 
the  waters  of  Aix,  which  will  be  about  tbe  beginning  of 
February. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 

ITROM   THOMAS   JEFF£RSON    TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Parj3,  Pebroarjr  X,  17$7. 
Sir, 

.  My  last  letters  were  of  the  31  st  December  and  9th  of 
January ;  since  which  last  date  I  have  been  honored 
with  yours  of  December  the  13th  ai^d  I4itu  X  shall  pay 
imme((iate  attention  to  your  instructions  relative  to  the 
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South  CandiQa  frigftl^.  Ibad  the  honor  of  informbg  yon 
of  an  ifAjprbvemeDt  io  the  art  of  coiotng  made  her^  by 
one  Drost,  and  of  sendiog  you,  by  Colonel  Franks^  a  spe^  ' 
cimen  of  bis  etecu^n  io  gold  and  ^iver.  I  expected  to 
have  sent  also  a  coin  of  ooppcr.  The  enclosed  note  from  t 
Drost  will  explam  the  reason  why  this  was  not  sent.  It 
will  let  yon  see,  also,  tlmt  he  may  be  employed,  as  I  sup* 
pose  he  is  npt  so  certain  as  he  w^s  of  being  engaged  here. 
MrL  Grand,  who  knows  him,  gives  me  reason  to  bdieve 
he  may  be  engaged  reasonably.  Congress  will  decide 
whether  it  be  worth  their  aUention. 

In  some  of  my  former  letters,  Isuggested  an  oppoitah 
ni^  of  obltgiBg  this  Court,  by  borrowing  as  much  money 
in  Holland  9s  would  pay  the  debt  due  here,  if  such  a  lean 
could  be  obtained ;  as  to  which  Iwas  altogether  ignorant 
To  save,  time,  I  wrote  t^  Mr.  Dumas,  to  know  whether 
he  thought  it  pro3)abIe  a  loan  could  be  obtained,  enjoining 
on  him  the  strictest  secrecy,  and  informing  him  I  was 
making  the  inquiry  merely  of  my  own  motwn,  and  witb-  * 
out  instruction..  I  enclose  you  bts  answer.  He  tbiekf 
purchasers  of  the  debt  could  be  found,  with  a  sacrifiee  of 
a  small  part  of  the  capital,  and  a  postponement  be  ob^ 
t»ned  of  some  of  the  first  reimbursements.  The  propo- 
sition for  an  hasmediate  atloption  of  this  meaisare  by  me 
was  probably  urged  on  his  mind  by  a  de^re  to  serve  our 
country,  mc^re  than  a  strict  attention  to  my  duty  and  the 
m^nttude  of  the  object.  I  hope,  on  the  contrary,  that 
if  it  should  be  thought  worth  a  trial,  it  may  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  knows  the  gmund  and  is 
known  ttere,  and  whose  f<mner  siioeessful  negotiations  ih 
this  Une  woftild  give  bettet  founded  hopes  of  success  oki 
this  oceasieii. 

Vol.  III. — 14 
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I  formerty  mentkmed  to  you  the  hopes  of  preferment 
entertained  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  They  have 
been  baffled  by  events,  none  of  the  vacancies  taking 
place  which  had  been  expected^  Had  I  pressed  his 
being  ordered  back,  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  order 
would  have  been  given ;  but  he  would  have  gone  back  in 
ilUhucnor  with  Congress.  He  would  have  laid  forever  at 
their  door  the  failure  of  promotion,  then  viewed  as  cer» 
tain,  and  this  might  have  excited  disposilions  that  would 
have  disappointed  us  of  the  good  we  hoped  irom  bis  re* 
turn*  The  line  I  have  observcsd  with  him  has  been  \o 
make  him  sensible  that  nothing  more  was  desired  by  Con- 
gress than  his  return,^  but  that  they  would  not  willingly 
press  it,  so  as  to  defeat  him  of  a  perspnal  adv^itage.  He 
sees  his  prospects  fail,  and  will  return  m  the  approaching 
spring,  unl^ess  something  unexpected  should  turn  up  m 
bis  favor.  In  this  case,  the  Count  de  Moustier  has  the 
promise  of  succeeding  to  him  ;  and,  if  I  do  not  mistake 
his  character^  he  would  give  great  satisfaction.  So  that  I 
think  you  may  count  on  seeing  the  one  or  ilie  other  by 
midsummer. 

It  bad  been  suspected  that  France  and  Enghind  might 
adopt  those  concerted  regulations  of  cotntnerce  for  their 
West  Indies,  of  which  your  letter  ex  presses  siMne  apprehen* 
sions ;  but  the  expressions  on  the  4th,  5th,  7th,  1 1th,  ISth^ 
and  other  articles  of  iheir  treaty,  which  communicate  ta 
the  Englisli  the  privileges  of  the  most  iavored  European 
nation  only,  has  lessened,  if  not  removed,  those  fears. 
They  have  clearly  reserved  a  right  of  fitvortng,  specially, 
any  nation  not  European;  and  there  is  no  nation  out  of 
Europe,  who  could  so  probably  have  been  in  their  eye  at 
that  time  as  ours«    They  are  wise  ;  they  mmt  $ee  it 
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probable,  at  least,  that  any  ooncert  with  England  will  be 
but  t>f  short  duration  ;  and  they  could  hardly  purpose  to 
sacrifice,  for  that,  a  conoexion  with  us  which  may  be  per>- 
petuaK 

We  h^ve  been  for  some  days  in  much  inquietude  for 
the  Count  de  Vergenoes ;  be  is  very  seriously  ill.    Nature 
seems  struggling  to  decide  his  disease  into  gout;  a  swelled 
foot,  at  present,  gives  us  a  hope  of  this  issue.     His  loss 
would  At  ail  times  have  been  very  great ;  but  it  would 
be  immense,  during  the  critical  poise  of  European  iffiurs 
existing  at  this  moment.     I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  foreign  officers,  complaintng  of  the  non-payment 
of  their  interest;  it  is  only  •  one  out  of  many  I  have  re* 
oeived.      This  is  accompanied  by  a  second  copy  of  the 
Moorish  declaration,  sent  me  by  Mr.  Barclay.     He  went 
to  Alicant  to  settle  with  Mr.  Lamb,  but,  on  his  arrival 
there,  found  he  was  goiie  to  Minorca.      A  copy  of  this 
letter  will  inform  you  of  this  circumstance,  ^nd  of  some 
others  relative   to   Algiers,  with   his  opinion  cm  them. 
Whatever  the  States  may  enable  Congress  to  do  for  ob- 
taining the  peace  of  that  country,  it  is  a  separate  ques-^ 
tion,  whether  they  will  redeem  our  captives,  bow,  and  at 
what  price  ?      If  they  decide  to  redeem  them,  I  will  b^ 
leave  to  observe,  that  it  is  of  gre«l  importirace  that  the 
&8t  redemption  be  made  at  a?  low  a  price  as  possiUe, 
because  it  will  form  the  future  tariff;  if  these  pirates  find 
that  they  can  have  a  very  great  price  for  Amerieans/ 
they  will  abandon,  proporiionably>  their  pursuits  against 
other  nations,  to  direct  them  towards  ours.    That  the 
dboiceof  Congress  may  be  enlarged,  as  to  the  instru- 
ments they  may  use  for  effecting  the  redemption,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  inform  them  that  there  is  here  an 
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order  of  pritBSts,  called  th«  Mathunns,  ihe  object  of 
whose  >  insiitirtioQ  is  to  beg  alim  for  the  jredemptipn  of 
captives ;  4hey  keep  aiembeftj  always  iu  Barbary,  search- 
ing out  the  captives  of  their  own  country,  and  Fedeem,  I 
believe,  on  better  terms  than  aay  olber  body,  public  or 
private.  It  occurred  to  me  that  their  agency  luigbt  be 
di>tained  for  the  redemption  of  our  prisoners  at  Algiersir 
1  obtained  conferences  with  the -General,  and  with  some 
members  of  the  order.  The  General,  with  all  the  bene- 
voleme  and  cordiality  possible,  undertook  to  act  for  »s,  if 
we  i^ould  desire  it;  he  told  me  that  their  last  consider-' 
able  redemption  was  of  aboul  three  hundred  prisoners, 
who  cost  them  somewhat  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  iivres 
apiece,  but  that  they  ^should  not  be  able  to  redeem  ours 
aa cheap  as. they  do  tbeir  own;  and  that  it  must  be  ab- 
^lutely  ttnknowa  that  the  public  concern  themselves  in 
Ae  operation,  or  the  price  would  be  greatly  enhanced. 
The  d'^rence  of  religion  was  not  once  aie^tioned,  nor 
did  it  appear  tome  to  biE^  thought  of;  it  was  a  silent  re- 
ohmatioD  and  le^knowledgment  of  iiraternity  between 
two  religions  of  the  sanoe  family,  which  historical  events 
of  ancient  date  had  rendered  more  hostile  to  one  another 
than  to  their  common  adversaries,  I  informed  the  Gene- 
ral that  I  should  commimiqate  the  good  dispo^tbns  of  his 
order  to  those  who  alon^  bad  the  authority  to  decide 
whatever,  related  to  our  captives.  Mr.  Carmiehael  in- 
Conns  me  that  moneys  have  b^en  advanced  for  the  sup* 
port  of  our  prisoners  at  Algiers,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
(^ced;  I  infisr,  from  the  context  of  his  letter,  that  th^e 
advances  have  been  made  by  the  Court  <^  Madrid.  I 
submit  the  information  to  Coogrete. 


A  treaty  of  eommeiee  is  cttftaioly  cooeladed  between 
France  and  Russia ;  tbe  particulars  of  it  are  jret  secret. 

I  enclose  the  Gazette  of  France  and  Leyden  to  this 
date. 

I  hare  the  hdobr  to  be^^  tic., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rROH  MR«  D^OST. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  hono^  to  inform  you  that  I  cannot  make 
the  gold  piece  you  require  of  me,  as  I  am  not  allowed  to 
do  it,  without  running  the  risk  of  displeasing  the  Govern- 
ment, having  received  orders  to  that  effect.  Will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  inform  Mr.  Jefferson  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  he  cannot  have  the  pieces  which  he  has 
asked  of  me,  as  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  them  at 
present,  nor  before  I  receive  new  orders. 

I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  begin  the  memorandum 
which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  require  of  me,  re- 
lative to  tbe  coining  of  money.  I  am  more  than  ever 
determined  to  accept  the  offers  which  may  sui  t  me,  and 
even  to  go  to  a  foreign  country.  Thus,  sir,  if  Congress 
will  allow  me  a  reasonable  salary,  I  will  establish  for  them 
all  the  necessarj-  machineries  for  coining  the  finest  money 
that  has,  perhaps,  ever  existed,  and  besides  with  less  ex- 
penses. I  think  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  make  an  es-* 
timate,  in  this  memorandum,  of  the  cost  of  those  machi- 
neries w^hich  might  be  established  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  hive 
made  here,  to  be  sent  afterwards  to  America.  As  to  the 
coinage  of  specie,  it  is   more  difficult  to  fix   an   exact 
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price  ;,  all  I  can  saj  is,  that  they  can  be  done  at  a  less 
price  than  they  cost  here,  whatever  it  m£|y  be;  I  shafl 
^iliingly  take  charge  of  the  ipachines,  of  the  coins,  and 
the  engraving  of  them,  according  to  a  price  agreed  upoo; 
and  as  to  the  mixing  of  metals  of  gold  and  silver,  I  should 
not  like  to  meddle  with  ic.  Besides,  I  shall  have  suffi- 
cient employment  in  constructing  the  machines,  in  flat- 
tening, cutting,  fitting  the  pieces,  and  stamping  them.  I 
shall  make  it  my  business  to  collect  all  the  necessary  in- 
formation for  the  memorandum,  and  I  shall  have  the  honor 
to  give  it  to  you  as  soon  as  it  is  done,  and  also  to  confer 
with  you  on  the  subject* 

^  I  aip,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  &ic., 

DROST. 

FROM    CHEVALIER    DE    SIGOND     TO   THOltlAS    JEFFERSON. 

TranslatioB. 

Biausser,  in  Provence,     7 
January  17, 1787.5 

Sir, 

A  friend  who  is  requested  by  me  to  receive  the  inter- 
est due  on  som^  contracts,  of  which  I  am  the  owner,  in- 
forms me  that  M.  Grand  has  not  received  any  funds  for 
that  object.     He  is  now  two  years  in  arrears. 

Shall  it  be  so  much  longer  ?  and  must  we  forever  apply 
to  our  friends  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  our  engagements, 
when  we  cannot  do  it  ourselves  ? 

Afier  we  have  exposed  our  lives  for  the  service  of  your 
States^  and  after  we  have  co-operated  in  the  great  work 
of  your  inde])endence,  is  it  not  natural  that  we  would  de- 
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pend  on  an  income  so  well  acquired  7  When,  during  a  very 
long  war,  we  have  deprived  ourselves  of  all  enjoyments, 
and  when  we  could  not  even  procure  ourselves  the  abso- 
lute necessaries  of  life,  except  at  our  own  expense,  is 
ir  not  horrible  that  the  States  should  be  so  long  m  liqui- 
dating a  debt,  which  they  have  authentically  acknow- 
ledged as  well  acquired — that  they  do  not  pay  even  tlie 
interest  ? 

Not  thinking,  Sir,  of  such  a  want  of  good  faith,  I  made, 
on  my  way  to  Paris,  a  loan  of  eighteen  hundred  francs, 
which  I  am  pressed  to  reimburse,  and  on  which  I  have 
paid  the  interest  since  the  year  '85. 

Having  always  made  it  a  point  of  satisfying  my  friends 
with  exactness,  I  beg  you  to  inform  me  whether  you  can 
give  an  order  to  M.  Grand  to  pay  me  that  sum ;  or 
whether  you  would  rather  accept  a  bill  of  exchange, 
drawn  on  you  for  the  amount,  than  to  give  me  credit  for 
"the  interest  which  is  due  me. 

'  The  justice  of  my  demand  is  too  apparent  to  allow 
you  to  refuse  granting  me  one  of  the  two  means  which  I 
-point  out  to  you,  in  order  that  I  may  meet  my  engage- 
ments, and  that  I  may  be  relieved  from  the  embarrass- 
ment in  which  I  am  placed  by  the  want  of  good  faith  in 
the  States  which  you  represent. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

LE  CHEV.  DE  SIGOND. 


2t6  THOMAS  JEFPERSON-JOHN  JAY. 

FBOM  C,  W.  T.   PUMAS   TO   THOMAS  JElTBSSOlf. 

Translation. 

The  Hagtie,  January  23, 1787. 
Sir, 

Having  just  returned  from  Amsterdam,  I  hasten  to  an- 
swer the  confidential  question  put  to  me  by  your  Excel- 
lency, in  your  letter  of  25th  December  last, — Whether 
a  loan  could  be  negotiated  in  Holland  for  the  purpo^  of 
reimbursing  the  twenty-four  millions  of  livres  tottmais  due 
to  France  1  . 

I  have  consulted  in  that  place  some  intimate  frrends,. 
on  whom  I  can  depend  as  to  their  discretion,  which  shall 
be  scrupulously  observed,  as  well  as  their  capacity,  hon- 
esty, and  perfect  sufficiency  for  tjtie  execution  of  such  an 
undertaking.  This  is  the  result  of  our  conversation,  taken 
.  down  in  wrijjing,  at  Amsterdam,  on  the  20th  and  21st  in- 
stant, although  it  is  transcribed  and  da^ed  as  above. 

In  regard  to  the  credit  of  Congress,  it  is  certain  that 
it  will  establish  itself,  by  degree,  on  a  solid  footing. 
What  greatly  contributes:  to  this  is,  the  i^egular  payment 
of  the  interest  at  the  exact  time  it  fal|fs  due,  and  espe- 
cially the  payment,  in  money,  of  the  advances  on  the 
negotiation  of  two  millions  of  florins^  which  Congress  had 
at  its  option  to  make  ip  new  b9nd3.  It  is  even  believed 
that  the  credit  would  have  reached  to  a  point,  that  en- 
couragements might  be  given  with  all  assurances  for  fur- 
ther negotiations,  if  the  English  newspapers  would  cease 
to  give  accounts  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  America, 
well  calculated  to  frighten  the  stockjobbers,  and  which 
are  eagerly  published  by  certain  editors  in  their  papers. 
These  last  persons  belong  to  the  faction  of  those  who,  by 
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thwartiDg  the  efforts  made  in  order  to  restore  civil  liberty 
in  this  country,  imagine  themselves  that  the  continual  re- 
productibn  of  forms,  representing  popular  insurrections 
and  commotions,  (which,  according  to  them,  take  place 
in  America,)  must  disgust  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
idea  of  adopting  a  constitution,  in  which  they  would  have 
an  ipfluenceon  the  Government.  Although  -there  is  no 
fear  that  those  mischievous  people  will  obtain  their  ob- 
ject, it  is  no  less  a  pity  that  their  artifices  will  make  an 
impression  on  a  number  of  ignorant  persons,  by  making 
them  think  that,  considering  such  troubles,  such  confusion, 
and  such  weakness,  in  the  Government  in  America,  it  is 
imprudent  to  grant  a  large  credit  to  that  Governnhent.  It  is 
possible  to  bring  back  those  who  are  better  informed  to 
sounder  ideas,  but  not  the  stockjobbers,  who  are  more  ea- 
sily influenced  by  prejudice  than  by  reason. 

It  is,  then,  impossible  to  assert  positively  that  a  new 
negotiation  could  be  effected,  or  to  determine  what  might 
be  the  sum  and  the  conditions  of  it.  What  adds  to  this 
uncertainty,  and  gives  reason^o  fear  that  at  any  rate  this 
condition  wofuld  be  very  hardj  is,  that  it  is  known  here 
that  the  internal  debt  of  Congress  in  America  can  be 
bought  at  such  aprice^  that  the  purchasers  will  find  more 
profit  than  b  granted  to  them  here,  while  the  security  of 
this  internal  debt  is  as  good  as  the  external  one. 

What,  then,  in  ray  opinion,  is  best  to  be  done,  is  to 
assume  h&e  the  pretension  of  France  to  thfe  condi- 
tittnj  which  might  be  stipulated,  accompanied  by  a 
small  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  that  kingdom,  with  liberty 
to  negotiate  funds  here  for  a  limited  number  of  years, 
upon  the  credit  of  Covgress,  and  under  the  guaranty 
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of  France.  This  last  condition,  in  which  there  is  no- 
thing but  what  would  be  honorable  ibr  Congress,  would 
have  an  influence  on  the  interest,  which,'  in  this  case, 
;Could  be  obtaioed  at  a  lower  rale.  Otlierwise^  it  could 
not  be  done  4n  the  present  circumstances,  on  account  of 
what  has  been  mentioned  above ;  and  thus  the  time  of 
payment,  which  will  soon  expire,  might,  in  that  way,  be 
.postponed,  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  will  be  very  agreea- 
ble to  Congress. 

It  is  also  believed  that  the  sacrifice  that  France  would 
make  by  this  could  not  be  any  impediment  in  this  way  of 
doing  it ;  as,  by  this  operation,  it  could  not  fail  of  pour- 
ing in  her  treasury  a  considerable  sum,  which  she  would 
not  be  obliged  to  refund,  and  which  would  not  become  at 
the  cha^'ge  of  the  kingdom.  Therefore,  it  is  not  expect- 
ed that  France  will  make  the  least  difficulty  to  grant  that 
guaranty,  as  that  Court  knows  exactly  the  situation  of 
American  affairs,  and  that  it  is  for  its  interest  to  maintain 
them. 

If  there  is  any  inclination  to  adopt  this  plan,  mj 
friends  will  willingly  begin  to  speak  on  that  subject,  and 
will  examine  then  the  degree  of  possibility  there,  is  to 
obtain  the  whole  sum  in  a  limited  time,  which  is  a  point 
on  which  nothing  can  be  done,  in  order  to  determine  it, 
except  by  making  overtures,  and  treating  on  that  subject 
with  oihet  people.  They  think  that,  should  the  condi- 
tions be  accepted,  from  three  to  four  millions  Diitcb  florins 
(from  six  to  eight  millions  of  livres  tournob,  or  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  hundred  thousand  dollars)  could  prompt- 
ly, be  found. 

P.  S.  We  had,  before  this,  and  under  the  seal  of  $e- 
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crecy,  a  conversation  on  thai  subject  with  one  of  the 
most  skilful  men  in  this  matter.  He  has  absolutely  con- 
firmed our  opinions ;  adding  only,  if  any  thing  should  be 
determined  upon  promptly,  that  the  sacrifice  in  question 
would  be  very  small,  and  even  that  it  could  be  lessened 
by  a  diminution  of  the  interest.  The  reason  of  this  is 
the  present  abundance  of  money  ;  but  as  there  may  be  a 
change  in  a  short  lime,  it  is  necessary  to  decide  upon 
this  as  soon  as  possible. 

Whilst  reflecting  upon  all  this  on  my  journey,  it  has 
appeared  to  me  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  could  (as  the  only  point  in  question  is  the 
purchasing  the  d^bt  due  to  France)  render  a  great  service 
to  France,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States,  by  assisting 
and  favoring  this  sale,  in  such  a  way  as  to,  reserve  to 
Congress  the  option  of  postponing,  for  a  few  years,  the 
payment,  without  it  being  necessary  that  a  time  so  valua- 
ble, and  perhaps  irrecoverable,  should  be  lost,  in  order  to 
consult  Congress  beforehand  ;  as.  in  this  manner,  France 
being  at  liberty  of  selling  or  of  endorsing  the  debt,  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  its  treasury,  and  Congress  being 
likewise  at  liberty  of  profiting  of  the  option,  no  injury 
whatever  could  be  done  to  any  one,  the  good  opportunity 
would  be  improved,  and  every  body  would  be  assisted  ; 
as  the  option  would  be  equal  to  the  sum  borrowed,  and 
would  even  be  more  advantageous.  If  your  Excellency 
approve  my  opinion, and  will  give  me  orders,  after  having 
conferred  and  agreed,  if  not  officially,  at  least  personally. 
with  the  French  Ministers,  I  shall  go  immediately  to 
Amsterdam  for  the  purpose  of  executing  (hem,  and  I 
shall  inform  you  of  the  name  of  the  bouse  which  has 
been   consulted ;    against    which,  I    know   already  that 
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neither  the  said  Ministers,   nor  your   Excellency,  will 
have  any  objection. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &lc., 

C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 


Grace  to  the  only  God. 

I,  the  underwritten,  the  servant  of  God,  Taher  Ben 
Abdelkack  Fennish,  do  certify  that  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, my  master,  (whom  God  preserve,)  having  con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  ordered  me,  the  better  to  com- 
plete it,  and  in  addition  of  the  tenth  article  of  said  treaty, 
to  declare  "  That  if  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  United 
"  States  shall  be  in  any  of  the  ports  of  his  Majesty's 
"  dominions,  or  within  gun-sliot  of  his  forts,  she  shall  be 
"  protected  as  much  as  possible ;  and  no  vessel  whatever, 
"  belonging  to  Moorish  or  Christian  powers,  with  whom 
"  the  United  States  may  be  at  war,  shall  be  permitted  to 
"  follow  or  engage  her,  as  we  now  deem  the  citizens  of 
"  America  our  good  friends.'' 

And,  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands,  I  cer- 
tiify  this  declaration,  by  putting  my  hand  and  seal  to  it, 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Ramadan,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  two  hundred. 

The  servant  of  the  King,  my  master,  (whom  (jod 
preserve.) 

'  TAHER  BEN  ABDELKACK  FENNISH. 

I  certify  tlie  above  to  be  the  translation  made  by  Isaac 
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Cardoza  Nunez,  interpreter  at  the  Court  of  Morocco,  of 
the  annexed  declaration,  in  Arabic,  noade  by  Taher  Fen- 
nish,  by  order  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  in  addition  and 
explanation  of  tlie  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

TH;  BARCLAY, 

Madrid,  December  4,  1786. 


FROM   THOMAS    BARCLAY     TO   MESSRS      ADAMS    AND    JEF- 
FERSON ^ 

Alicant,  January  6,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  since  my 
arrival  at  this  place,  being  hitherto  without  any  thing  to 
say  worth  yqur  attention. 

Mr.  Lamb  had  embarked  for  Minorca  before  I  got  here ; 
but  as  he  is  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Montgomery,  I 
was  in  hopes  of  learning,  through  that  channel,  the  possi- 
bility of  our  meeting,  before  I  should  return  to  France ;  a 
matter  that  I  am  of  opinion  might  have  been  attended 
with  some  advantages. 

But  the  letters  which  he  has  lately  written  held  out 
nothing,  and  therefore  I  contented  myself  with  writing  to 
him  the  motives  which  induced  me  to  come  here,  and  am 
without  expectation  of  seeing  him.  As  the  Spanish,  Por- 
tuguese, and  Neapolitan  Ministers  were  preparing  to  em- 
bark from  Carthagena,  I  went  and  passed  one  day  at  that 
place,  m  hopes  of  learning  something  that  might  be  use- 
ful, and  took  that  opportunity  of  impressing  on  the  mind 
of  the  Count  d'Espilly  acme  matters  that  had  before 
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been  talked  aver  at  Madrid  and  the  Escurial,  and  I  left 
hiin  seemingly  in  the  best  disposition  towards  our  people 
at  Algiers,  and  very  ready  to  obey  the  instruct'ions  con- 
cerning us  which  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  had  given 
him.  Since  my  return  from  Carthagena,  I  have  received 
letters  from  thence  informing  me  that  the  Count  d'Espil- 
ly  has  orders  from  Court  not  to  proceed  to  Algiers  with- 
out further  instructions,  as  the  plague  is  at  Constantine, 
within  fifty  leagues  of  that  place.  But  as  it  was  lately 
reported  that  the  Dey,  who  is  very  far  advanced  in  years, 
was  much  indisposed,  it  is  noways  improbable  that  this 
circumstance  may  have  had  its  weight,  for  the  knowledge 
of  the  plague  being  at  Constanline  is  not  new.  It  was 
even  believed  before  I  left  Africa  that  the  city  of  Bona 
was  depopulated  with  that  distemper.  However  this  may 
be,  I  most  sincerely  wish  the  negotiations  respecting  our 
country  could  go  hand  in  hand  with  those  of  the  Euro-^ 
pean  powers,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  the  Barba- 
ry  States  have  made  peace  with  them,  they  will  turn  all 
their  views  towards  us;  and  if  another  capture  or  two  be 
made,  the  terms  of  peace  will  be  raised  most  extrava*- 
ganily. 

I  shall  make  no  apology  to  you,  gentlemen,  for  com- 
municating whatever  has  occurred  to  me  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  it  is  probable  I  shall  not  have  occasion  again 
to  resume  it,  I  will  now  add,  that  I  know  no  American 
subject  in  Spain  or  France  (Mr.  Jefferson  is  out  of  the 
question)  so  ade<]uate  to  the  task  of  negotiating  at  Al- 
giers as  is  Mr.  Carmichael.  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that, 
v^hen  it  is  renewed,  he  ought,  if  possible,  to  undertake 
it ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  hint  to  your  se- 
rious consideration.   I  am  sure  Mr.  Carmichael  has  no  ob- 
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jects  under  his  care  half  so  iDterestingj  and,  if  his  situa- 
tion will  permit,  he  ought  not  to  hesitate. 

I  wish  much  to  know  your  sentiments  of  the  treaty 
with  Morocco  ;  though  it  is  not  quite  as  good  as  I  desire, 
it  is  as  much  so  as  I  could  make  it.  I  beg  you  will  favor 
me  with  your  opinions  when  you  are  at  leisure.  The 
answer  from  Corunna  is  what  I  feared  it  would  be — no- 
ways decisive.  It  is  two  or  three  years  since  Mr.  Car* 
michael  endeavored  to  procure  a  settlement,  and  I  much 
fear  I  shall  be  obliged  to  go  and  force  one. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

FROM    THOMAS     JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN    JAT. 

Paris,  February  8,  1787. 
Sir, 
The  packet  being  to  sail  the  day  after  to-morrow,  I 
have  awaited  the  last  possible  moment  of  writing  by  her, 
in  hopes  I  might  be  able  to  announce  some  favorable 
change  in  the  situation  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes ;  but 
none  bas  occurred,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  has.  become 
weaker  by  the  continuance  of  his  illness  ;  though  not  des- 
perately ill,  he  is  dangerously  so.  The  Comptroller 
General,  M.  de  Calonne,^  bas  been  very  ill  also,  but  be 
is  getting  well.  These  circumstances,  have  occasioned 
the  postponement  of  the  AssembUe  dts  Notables  to  the 
14tfa  instant,  and  will  probably  ocoasioD  a  further  post- 
pooement.  As  I  shall  set  out  this  day  sevennight  for  the 
waters  of  Aix,  yo6  will  probably  hear  the  issue  of  the 
Count  de  Vergennes's  illness  through  some  other  ebanpel 
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before  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  addressing  you  a^in,  1 
may  observe  the  same  as  to  the  final  decision  for  the  en- 
franchisement of  Honfleur,  which  is  in  a  fair  way  of  be- 
ing speedily  concluded.  The  exertions  of  Monsieur  de 
Crevecoeur,  and  particularly  his  influence  with  the 
Duke  d'Harcourt,  the  principal  instrument  in  efiecting  it, 
have  been  of  chief  consequence  in  this  matter, 
I  am,  with  due  respect,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   JOHN    JAY   TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  April  25,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  9th  February,  I  have 
been  honored  with  yours  of  the  27th  October,  12th  Ko- 
vember,  31st  December,  9th  January,  and  1st  and  8th 
February  last ;  all  of  which,  together  with  the  papers  that 
accompanied  them,  have  been  communicated  to  Con- 
gress; but  neither  on  them,  nor  your  preceding  ones, 
have  ^y  insti'uctions  been,  as  yet,  ordered  ;  so  that  ibis 
letter,  like  many  others,  wHl  not  be  very  interesting. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  communications  to 
Congress  are  not  kept  more  private.  A  variety,  of  rea- 
sons, which  must  be  obvious  to  you,  oppose  it;  and 
while  the  federal  sovereignty  remains  just  as  it  is,  linle 
secrecy  is  to  be  expected.  This  circumstance  must,  un- 
doubtedly, be  a  great  restraint  on  those  public  and  private 
clmracters  from  whom  you  would  otherwise  obtain  usdul 
bints  and  information.  >  I,  for  my  part,  have  long  expe- 
rienced the  inconvenience  of  it,  and  in  some  instances 
very  sensibly. 
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Tbe  death  of  CoujQt  da  Veigeanes,  of  whicli  lilajpr 
Fjramks  Uiformed  us,  is  to  be  lameofed  ;  and  tbe  more  so, 
i^s  the  talents,  iodtisiry,  and  disposition  towards  us,  of  \^ 
.successor,  are  ^uncertain.  Who  will  take  his  j^lape,  is  afi 
importanl  questioa  U)  us  as  well  nts  to  France. 

Tbe  copventioD,  of  wbipb  you  have  beea  inforaied, 
will  convene  next  month  at  jPbiladelphist*  It  is  said  that 
Gei^eral  Washington  accepts  hi^  appoimtm^nt  to  it,^nd 
will  attend.  I  wish  their  ooupsels  inajr  better,  our  situa- 
.  tiop  y  but  I  am* not  sanguiae*  in  my  expectations.  Thei^ 
is  reason  to  fear  that  our  errors  do  not  proce^^d  frotn  wai^t 
of  knowledge;  and,  therefore^  that  sctason  and  pubKc 
^spirit  will  rehire  the  aid  of  calamity  to  render  their  dic- 
tate? e&cti^al. 

Tli^  insurrection  in  Mas;$acbt]3etts  is  suppressed,  but 

ihei^piritofUet&ists,  and  has  operated  powerfully  in  tbe 

late  €4ect¥>n.    CSovernor  BpwdoiAj  whose  cqnducit  was 

upBght>-and  roceived  theupproha^n  of  the,  )begislature, 

is  turned  oat,  and  Mr.  Hancock  is  elec^ted.    Maof  r^- 

.^p^Qtable  characters  in  both  Homs^  are  displaced,  and 

.men  of  other  pifinc^ples  4nd   views   elected^     Perhaps 

these  AcpQHUts  ^e  exaggerated.     Perhaps  Mr.  Hancock 

will  support  his  former  character,  and  that  the  present 

Le^latiitre  will  he  zealou^  to  maintain  th?  rightp  pX  Gov- 

©mineni^,  ^  well  as  Tespect  the  wishes  of  the  pt^ople. 

Time  alone  pan  ascertain  these  matters*    The  laoguage, 

;  howeyear,,  of  such  chajages  is  not  pleasant  or  pr9ipisia|;. 

For  your  information,  I  enclose  .a  copy  of  certain  reso- 
lutions of  C.oijgres§,*rj^atiie.to  inftgw^ions  of  tbe  treaty  of 
pea^et    J({M?vjthey  will  be  received,  or  what  effect  they 
will  have,  I  know  not.    Some  of  the  States  have  gone 
VoL^  III. — 15 
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SO  far  in  iherr  deviations  from  the  treaty,  that  I  fear  they 
will  not  easily  be  persuaded  to  tread  back  their  steps : 
especially  as  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  like  most 
other  recommendations,  are  seldom  efficient  when  op- 
posed by  interest.  A  mere  Government  of  reason  and 
persuasion  is  little  adapted  to  the  actual  state  cf  human, 
nature  in  any  age  or  country. 

One  of  our  five  Indiamen,  viz  :  an  Albany  sloop,  re- 
turned a  few  days  ago,  in  four  months  from  Canton : 
and  1  heard  hst  evening  that  one  or  tw6  vessels  are  pre- 
paring at  Boston  for  a  voyage  to  the  Isle  of  Prance. 
The  enterprise  of  our  countrymen  is  inconceivable  ;  and 
the  number  of  young  swarms  daily  going  down  to  settle 
in  the  western  country,  is  a  further  proof  t>f  it.  I  fear 
that  western  country  will,  one  day,  give  us  trouble.  To 
govern  them,  will  not  be  easy  ;  and  whether,  after  two  or 
three  generations,  they  will  be  fit  to  govern  themselves, 
is  a  question  that  merits  consideration.  The  progress  of 
civilization,  and  the  means  of  mformation,  are  very  tardy 
in  sparse  and  separate  settlements.  I  wish  oot  differences 
with  Spain,  in  that  quarter,  were  well  settled ;  but  the 
tii^xim  of  festina  lente  does  not  suit  our  southern  san- 
guine politicians. 

'  The  English  are  making  some  hnportant  settlements 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  &c.  Many  of  our  people  go 
there;  and  it  is  said  that  Vermont  is  not  greatly  in- 
clined to  tie  the  fourteenth  State.  Taxes  and  relaxed 
Governments  agree  but  ill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  MY. 
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FROM   THOMAS    JEFF£RSON    tO    M.    DUMAS. 

Parte,  Fetemary  9,  1787- 

Sir, 

My  kat  U>  you  was  daled  December  the  2Sth ;  since 
wfaicb,  I  have  been  honored  with  your  several  favors  of 
Deceiuber  the  S^,  January  ttie  5tb,  9th,  and  33d. 
I  tboi:^ht  that  your  affairs  coqkl  not  be  more  interestifag 
than  they  have  been  hr  a  considerable  time ;  yet,  in  the 
piesent  moment,  they  are  be(»)me  more  so»  by  the  appa- 
iO!^.  withdrawing  of  so  considerable  a  personage  in  the 
dtama  as  the  King  of  Prussia.  To  increase  this  inter- 
est, another  person,  whose  impcrtanee  scarcely  admits 
eakmlatbn,  is  in  a  sitaation  which  tHh  us  with  alarm. 
Nacmre  is  struggling  to  relieve  him  by  a  demded  gout ; 
she  has  my  sincere  prayers  to  aid  her,  as  I  am  persuaded 
Ae  has  yours.  I  have  letters  and  papers  from  America, 
as  late  as  the  l&ih  of  December.  The  Government  of 
Massachusetts  had  imprisoned  three  of  the  l^ders  of 
4heir  insurgents^  The  insurgents  being  collected  to  the 
mimber  of  three  or  four  hundred,  had  sent  in  tfa^r  peii- 
lion  to  the  Gbiremmeut,  praying  another  act  of  pardon 
for  their  leaders  and  themselves,  and,  on  this  condkion, 
ofl^ring  to  go  every  man  home,  and  conduet  himself  du- 
tifclfy  afterwards.     This  is  the  last  intdligence: 

I  thank  you  fbt  your  atteocion  to  the  question  I  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  proposing  to  yon.  I  thihk  with  you, 
that  it  would  J)e  advisable  to  Imve  our  debt  transferred  to 
indMduals  of  your  country.  There  could  and  would 
be  no  objection  to  the  guaranty  remaining  as  you  pro- 
pose; and  a  postponement  of  the  Gr^t  payments  of  capi- 
tal would  surely  be  a  convenience  to  us.      For  though 
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the  resources  of  the  United  States  are  great  and  grow- 
ing, and  their  dispositions  good,  yet  their  machine  is 
neW|  and  thef  have  not  got  it  tp  go  well.  It  is  the 
object  of  their  general  wish  at  present,  and  they  are  all 
in  moriefinent,  to  set  it  in  a  good  train ;  hot  their  moTe- 
ments  ate  necessarily  slow.  They  will  sunly  efEeet  it  in 
'the  mxdj  because  all  have  the  sane  end  id  linr;  the 
difficulty  being  bnly  to  get  all  the  thirteen  Smes  to 
<  agree  on  the  sarpe  means.  Divdsting  myself  oS  efmfj 
pfutiality,  and  speaking  firom  that  tkorongh  koQudsdge 
I  harve  of  the  country,  their  fesouroes,  and  tbeir.  pmei- 
.ples,  I  hid  rather  trust  offlDey  in  theif  hands  than  in 
that  of  any  Govacnmant  on*  earth,  because,  thoiii^  Sat  a 
while  the  payments  of  the  intent  might  be  hns  fogalar, 
jec  the  fimd  reimbucsemem  of  the  capital  nvouid  he  more 
•hce. 

I  80t  out  nexl  week  for  the  sottlh  of  France,  to  try 
wliethef  aome  itiineral  nmters  m  ihac  quarier,  mut^  j»- 
ccmnheflded,  wBl  reatore  the  use  of  my  hand.  I  rtd^U 
be  «b9ent  fiom  PiMris  two  or  three  monihs;  btttlldte 
afmi^ements  fixr  the  regular  reoaipt  of  yo«r  lavois,.  m  if 
r  were  here.  It  will  be  better,  honrefer^  for  yon  to  fait 
your  letters  to  Mr.  Jay  under  ooter  i»  Mr.  SJbort,  who 
remains  liere,  and  wiM  forward  them. 

I  have  tfaoQ^t  it  my'duty  to  submit  to  Coligaoss  the 
proposition  about  the  FMnch  debt,  and  may  atvptft t  their 
BQSwer  in  ftitir  monlhs. 

I  jbave  the  hotor  to  4>e^  &0.5 

TH:i£FFBRSOK. 
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Piris,  February  14, 1787. 

Sir, 
In  the  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  which  I  had  the  hon<»r 
oC  writing  you,  I  infpraied  you  that  Count  de  Vergenqes 
was  dajsgeroiisly  ill.  He  died  yesterday  iporniogf.and, 
Cocuit  de  MontoioriQ  »  appointed  hi^  successor.  Your 
penonal  knowledge  of  tbis  geiMJ,e<nan  renders  it  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say  any  thing  of  bim. 

Mr*  Morris,  during  his  office,  bemg  authorized  to  have 
the  medals  and  swords  executed,  which  had  been  order- 
ed by  Congress,  he  authorized  Colonel  Humphreys  to 
tt^e  Qieasures  here  for  the  execution.  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys did  so,  and  the  swords  .were  finished  in  time  for 
him  to  carry  them.  The  medals  not  being  fimshefd,  he 
desired  me  to  attend  to  them.  The  workman  who  was 
to  make  that  of  General  Greene,  brought  me  yesterday 
the  medal  in  gold,  twenty-three  in  copper,  and  the  die. 
Mr.  Short,  during  my  absenee,'  will  avail  himself  of  the 
first  occasion  which  shall  offer  of  forwarding  the  medals  to 
you.  I  must  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  ask  the  pleasure 
of  Congress  as  to  the  number  they  would  choose  to  have 
struck.  Perhaps  they  might  be  willing  to  deposite  one  of 
etch  person  in  every  cc^ege  of  the  Uirited  States*  Per- 
bftps  liiey  might  choose  to  give  a- series  of  them  to  each 
of  ^e  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  which  wouU  he  an  ac- 
ceptable present  to  them.  They  will  be  pleased  to  4e- 
elife.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  sealed  up  the  die,  and 
ahall  retaift  it  till  f  am  honored  with  their  ocders  as  to 
tilts  meda),  and  the  olkeit  also,  wliaa  tbey  shall  be^ 
finished.    Wiib  great  resfiept  and  estewn,  &c., 

TH;  JEFFJSRSOW/ 
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rROM   THOHAS  JCrFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  February  14,  1787. 
Sir, 
In  the  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  writing  you,  I  Informed  you  of  the  illness  of  the 
Count  de  Vergennes.  In  one  of  the  present  date,  which 
I  send  by  the  way  of  London,  I  have  notified  to'  you 
his  death,  which  happened  yesterday  morning,  and  that 
the  Count  de  Mdntmorin  is  appointed  his  successor, 
with  whose  character  you  aire  personally  acquainted. 
As  the  winds  have'  been  contrary  for  the  sailing  of  the 
packet,  and  tbis  may  possibly  reacb  Havr^  by  post,  in 
time  to  be  put  on  board,  I  avail  myself  of  that  chance 
of  conveying  you  the  above  inrormation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Report  of  John  Jay  io  Congou, 

Ofice  for  Foreign  Affairs,         ? 
J«^3r  11,  1787.  S 

The  Secreury  of  tbo  United  States  fiar  the  Departmem 

ef  Foreign  Affairs,  to  ifbom  was  referred  a  Iett«?  firom 

the  honorable  Mr.  Jefierson  of  14ib  February  last. 

Reports: 

Your  Secretary  preaiiines  that  tba  foHowiog  paragraph 

id  this  btter  gave  ocoasioo  to  its  being  neftraed  to  Uib, 

vis :  ^*  The  workman  who  was  to^mtke  that  of  G«peiil 

*<  Greene,  broogbt  me  yesterday  die  mtfM  10  gdd,  tweoQr- 

*^  three  iacopper,aBd  the  die."  ^^I  must  beg  leave,  through 


'^  you>  to  ask  the  pteasure  of  Congress  as  to  itbe  oumbet 
''  tbey  wooid  choose  to  b^ve  struck.  Perhaps  they  nMgbc 
^f  bci  williog  to  deposste  one  of  each  petsoo  in  every  col- 
^'  lege  of  the  Uaked  States ;  perhaps  they  might  choose 
<^to  give  a  series  of  tliem  to  each  of  the  crowned  heads 
^'  of  Europe,  which  wouM  be  an  acceptable  present  to 
*^  them.  They  will  be  pleased  to  decide.  In  the  ^aean 
^'  time^  I  have  sealed  op  the  die,  and  shall  retain  it  tiU  I 
^'  am  honored  with  their  cmiers  as  to  this  medal,  an4  the 
'^  others idso,  when  they  shall  be  finished." 

,As  these  medals  were  directed  to  be  stmek,  in  order  to 
signalize  and  oommenHHrate  certain  interesting  events  and 
conqiicuous  characters,  th^  dktfibudon  <^  then)  should^ 
in  his  opinion,  be  such  as  may  he^t  conduce  to  thst  end. 

He  therefore  thinks  that  both  of  Mr.  Je&rson's  biiits 
should  be  improved,  to  wit :  thai  a  series  of  these  medals 
should  be  presented  to  each  of  the  crowned  heads  in  Eu«- 
rope,  and  that  one  of  each  sec  be  depomled  in  each  of 
the  American  colleges.  He  presumes  ihat  Mr.  Jefierson 
does-  not  mean  that  any  should  he  presented  to  the  King 
<^  Great  Britein;  for  it  wooldnot  be  delicate  ;  nor'  that 
by  crowned  heads,  he  meant  to  exclude  free  States  from 
the  compliment ;  for.  to  make  discrimination  wcmld  give 
offence. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  Secretary,  it  would  be  proper 
to  instruct  Mr.  Jefferson  to  present,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  one  silver  medal  of  each  denomination  to 
every  mooaich,  (except  bis  Biilanaio  Majesty ,)  and  to 
eyery  sovereign  and  independent  State  without  excep- 
tion, in  E^urope,  and  also  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 
That  he  also  be  instructed  to  send  fifteen  silver  medals 
of,  each  set  to  Coo^rcss^  tP  be  by  th^ov  presented  to  the 
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dMtteut  United  Stales,,  respecttyely,  andftbo  tQ  ^  Em^* 
peror  of  Cinoa,  with  aa  explanatilMi  and  atIett&r,«Dd  eoe 
to  Geporal  Wasbiogftob.  Thai  be  also  ba  ioslructed  to 
prcaem  a  copper  medal  of  each  jdeoomiottion  to^eacb  of 
tiie  most  distinguished  uBfversities  (except  the  Britieb) 
iO'Europe^  and  also  to  the  Count  de  Bochaqifaeao,  to 
Goanc  d'Estaing,  and  to  Count  de  Grassa;  and  lastly, 
tfasKt  he  be  instructed  to  send  to  Congnsa  two  bundred 
copper  ones  of  each  set,  together  with  the  dies^ 

Your  Secretary  thinks  that^  of  these,. it  wouldbe proper 
t^  present  one  to  each  of  the  American  ooUcges^  one  to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  mad  one  lo.eaeb  of  the  other 
Major  Generak  who  served  in  th^  late  AoMrioan  anajr; 
and  that  the  residue,  with  the  dies,  be  ^poa^ied  in  the 
Secretary's  office  of  the  United  States,  subjeet  to  such 
fiiture  orders  as  CoBgre»  may  thmk  proper  to  omkevre* 
speoting  tbeth* 

k  might  be  more  magnificeiit  to  give  goUen  medals  to. 
Senreretgns,  silver  ones  to  dfetkiguisbed  penoMS^  and  cofH 
jtev  to  tbe  colleges,  b^.;  but,  in  his  epiniosythe  nature  oC 
the  Anwricmn  Govemments^  as  well  as  the  elate  of  tbeii- 
finances,  will  apologise  for*  their  declining  the  Expense* 

AH  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress* 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROtt  THOMJlS  JEStBRSON  TO  JClHJf  JJY« 

Paris,  Febraary  23,  1787.    - 
Sir,  '  '   ■  . 

The  AssemMSti  des  Notables  being  an  event  in  the 
history  of  this  couirtry  which  excites  ndtict,  I  have 


joppciBd  it  would  not  be  disftgreeiibk  to  y<m  tp  leam  ito 
immecltate  objects,  tbou^  no  waya  eoon.eeted  with  our 
itHereats.  The  as^HiUy  met  yeatttniay ;  the  Kmg^  id  a 
short  bat  a£5ectiaiifite  Jpeedb,  inibrmed  them  of  bis  with 
16  cOBsalt  with  them  on  tbe  plana  he  had  digested^,  and 
on  lia  genend  good  of  his  people,  and  his  desire  to  iroi* 
tsfte  the  head  of  bis  family,  Henrjr  IV,  whoee.  memory  is 
so  diear  to  the  xmMtiL  The  €hirde  dtk  Seeausi  then 
spoke  about  twenty  minutes,  chiefly  in  complimeat  ta 
the  orders  preseou  Tbe  Comptroller  General,  in  a 
speech  of  about  an  hour,  opened  the  budget,  and  en- 
hu^ed  on  the  several  subjects  which  will  be  under  their 
deliberation.  He  explained  the  situation  of  the  finances 
at  his  acesssbn  to  office,  the  expense  which  their  ar- 
rangement bad  rendered  necessary,  their  present  state, 
with  tbe  improvements  made  in  them,  the  several  plans 
which  had  been  proposed  for  their  further  improve- 
ment, a  change  in  the  form  of  some  of  tbeir  taxes,  the 
removal  of  the  interior  custom-houses  to  tbe  irontiers,  and 
the  institution  of  provincial  assemblies.  l%e  assembly 
was  then  divided  into  committees,  with  a  Prince  of  the 
blood ^t  the  betid  of  each ;  iA  this  form,  they  are  to  dis- 
cuss, separately,  the  subjects  which  will  be  submitted  to 
them  ;  their  decision  will  be  reported  by  two  members  to 
the  Minister,  who,  on  view  of  the  ^separate  decisions  of 
all  the  committees,  will  make  such  changes  in  his  plans 
as^will  best  accommodate  tbero  to  their  views,  without 
too  much  departing  from  his  own,  and  witl  then  tubrait 
them  to  ihe  vote  (but  I  believe  not  totbe  debate)  of  the 
general  assembly,  which  will  be  convened  for  this  purpose 
one  day  in  every  week,  and  will  vote  individually. 

The  event  of  the  Count  de    Tergennes's  death,  of 
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which  I  had  the  honOr  to  inform  you  in  two  leuare  of 
the  l4ih  instant,  the  appointment  of  the  Count  de  Mont* 
morin,  and  the  proprietjr  of  my  attending  at  his  fiat 
audience,  which  will  be  on  the  27th,  have  retarded  the 
journey  I  bad  proposed^  a  few  days.  I  shall  hope,  on 
my  return,  to  meet  here  new  powers  for  the  Consular 
Conrention,  as,  under  those  I  have,  it  will  be  itripoteibb 
to  make  the  changes  in  the  convention  winch  may  be 
wished  for.     • 

t      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  JOH|7   JAT    TO   THOMAS   JBFFEBSON.^ 

Office  for  Poreign  Affairs,     7 

July  24, 1787. 1     , 

Dear  Sir, 

V  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  ,tbe  34th .  April,  I  have  beeo 
honored  with  yours  of  14th  and  23d  of  February  last, 
and  with  two  from  Mr.  Short,  to  whom  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  ^  writing  OB  the  5tb  instant.  / 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  }rou,  herewith 
enclosed,  the  following  papers : 

A  letter  for  the  Iknperor  of  IV^Torocco,  with  a  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  enclosed  ;  and  copies  of  both^  for  your 
information. 

This  letter  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward^  by  the 
&3t  eligible  opportunity,  to  Don  Francisco  Chiappe, 
Aqserican  Agent  al  Morocco,  to  be  by  him  presented  ta 
the  Emperor. 

A  letter  for  Mt.  Fenniah,  to  be  forwar4ed  in  like  man- 
ner. 


A  eopjr  of  nn  act  ol  Congreis  of  the  18tk  Judy  ia- 
stftDt,  autbori»ng  you  to  redeem  our  unfortunate  feHoiir- 
citizens  at  Algiers^  in  the  manner  wbioh  ]^u  suggested. 

An  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  western  coun* 
try,  passed  the  13th  instant. 

The  printed  Journals  of  Congress  from  6th  November 
to  10th  May  last. 

The  late  newspapers. 

The  other  matters  on  which  you  have  long  had  reason 
to  expect  instructions,  are  yet  under  consideration. 

Chevalier  Jones  cannot  have  his  affairs  arranged  in  sea- 
son for  him  to  go  in  this  packet.  He  will  probably  sail 
in  the  next ;  and  I  flatter  myself  with  the  pleasure  of  be- 
ing enabled,  by  that  time,  if  not  sooner,  to  ^rite  you  ful^ 
ly  and  satisfaqtorily.  Nine  States,  for  a  long  time  past, 
have  been  but  seldom  represented  in  Congress ;  and  hence 
delays,  much  to  be  regretted,  have  taken  place. 

The  convention  is  sitting,  but  their  proceedings  are 
secret.  Our  Indian  affairs  in  the  west  still  give  us  un- 
easibess,  and  so,  I  fear,  they  will  continue  to  do,  for  rea- 
sons you  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  Our  affairs 
in  general  will  admit  of  much  melioration ;  and  they 
will  afford  the  convention  ample  field  for  the  display  of 
their  patriotism  and  talents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  Congress  yesterday  passed  a  resolution  ap- 
proving Mr.  Barclay's  conduct  in  the  negotiation  with 
Morocco.  They  have  likewise  confirmed  his  appoint- 
ment of  Don  Francisco  Chiappe  to  be  their  agent  at  Mo- 
rocco ;  Don  Joseph  Chiappe  to  be  their  agent  at  Moga« 
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doM ;  and  Dofi  Givolomo  Ohieppe  to  be  their  9S^^  ^t 
Tattgier;  with  which  agents^uis  their  desire  that  their 
Miniiters  at  Versailles  ami  London  should  regularly  cor- 
respond. Want  of  time  prevents  my  having  and  aeodilig 
you  certified  copies  of  these  acts  by  this  opportunity* 
My  next  shaR  contain  what  may  be  necessary  to  aay  far- 
ther on  these  subjects. 


Extract  from  the    Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
July  18,1181. 

On  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  petition  from  Hannah  Stephens,  praying  that  her  hus- 
band be  redeemed  from  captivity  at  Algiers ;  and  also  a 
letter  from  the  honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  proposing 
that  a  certain  order  of  priests  be  employed  for  such  pur- 
poses : 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq., 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles, be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  most  advisable  for  redeeming  the 
American  captives  at  Algiers,  and  at  any  expense  not 
exceeding  that  which  European  nations  usually  pay  in 
like  cases. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  directed  to  provide  ways  and  means  for 
enabling  Mr.  Jefferson  to  defray  the  said  expenses> 
either  by  remitting  money  from  hence,  or  by  a  credit  in 
Europe. 


FROM    THOMAS    Jl^^FFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

MAneillet,  May  I,  1787. 
Sift 

I  kad  the  honor  of  leceWm^,  at  Aix,  your  l&iteic  of  9Ui 
Febfuajrjr,  and  immedialdy  wrote  to  the  Count  de  Moat- 
niorio>  explaining  tlie  delay  of  the  answer  of  Congress 
to  the  Xing's  letter,  and  desired  Mr.  Short  to  deUretr  tfaet 
answer,  with  my  letter,  to  Monsieur  de  Montmorio ;.  which 
he,  aecordiogly,  inlbrms  i^e  he  has  done.  . 

My  absence  prevented  my  noting  to  you  in  the  fiinst 
mooaent  the  revolution  which  has  taken  pl^ce  at  Paris, 
in  the  Department  of  Fjnapce,  by  the  substitution  of 
Monsieur  de  Fourqueaux  in  the  place  of.Moi^ieur  de 
Caloaae ;  so  that  you  wiU  have  h^ard  of  it  through  <>tber 
chatoels,  before  this  will  have  ^.  hopor  of  reaching 
you. 

Having  slaid  at  Aix  long  enough  to  prove  the  ioeffi- 
e^cy  of  the  waters,  I  came  on  to  this  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inlbrming  my^df  here,  as  1  m^an  to  do  at  the 
otlier  seaport  towns,  of  whatever  may  be  interestieg  to 
our  commeroe,  so  far  as  carried  on  in  our  bottoms.  I  tnd 
it  almost  uothiegr  and  so  it  must  peobab]y  remaoi,  till 
sonaetbing  can  be  done  with  the  Algeri^es.  Though  se- 
verely afflicted  with  tbe  plague,  they  have  come  out  wtth- 
.  in  these  few  days,  and  showed  themselves  in  force  along 
the^  coast  of  (>enea,  cannonading  a  little  town  atid  ^ieg 
several  vessels. 

Amoi^  other  objects  of  inquiry,  this^  was  tlie  p}ao^  to 
learck^n^et^klg  aiore  oertaiQ  on  tbe  ai«||ject  of  rioe,  as  it 
is  a  goo4  eii|p9rum»ibc  tb^t  of  tbie  LerAnt  add  of  Italy. 
I  wished  (pai^uMy  oo  Jiifow  wtl^ber  it  ^vas  ^  i^e  of 
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a  different  machine  for  cleaning,  which  brought  European 
rice  to  market  less  broken  than  ours,  as  had  been  repre- 
sented to  me  by  those  who  deal  in  that  article  in  Paris. 
I  found  several  persons  who  have  passed  through  the  i^ee 
country  of  Italy,  but  not  one  wlro  could  explain  to  me 
the  nature'of  the  machine.  But  I  was  giv«n  to  beliieve 
that  I  might  se6  it  myself,  immediately  on  entering 
Piedmont.  As  this  would  require  but  about  three  weeks, 
I  determined  to  go  and  ascertain  this  point,  «s  the  chance 
only  of  placing  Ciur  riee  above  all  rivalsbip  in  quality,  as 
it  is  in  color,  by  the  introduction  of  a  better  jnacbine,  if 
a  better  existed,  seemed  to  justify  the  application  of  that 
much  time  to  it,  I  found  the  rice  country  to  be,  in 
truth,  Lombardy,  oqe  hundred  miles  fiirther  than  bad 
been  represented,  and  that,  though  called  Piedmont  rice, 
not  a  graiti  is  made  in  the  Country  of  Piechfnont.  I 
passed  through  the  rice-fields  of  the  Vercellese  and  Mi- 
lanese, abou(  sixty  miles,  and  returned  from  thence  last 
night,  having  fotind  that  the  machine  is  absblutely  the 
same  as  ours,  and  of  course  we  need  not  listen  more^  to 
ibat  suggestion.  It  is  a  di^re^ce  in  the  species  of  grain, 
of  which  the  Government  of  Turin  is  so  sensible,  that,  as 
I  was  informed,  they  prohibit  the  exportation  of  rough 
rice  on  pain  of  death;  I  have  taken  measures,  ho\;^ever, 
for  obtaining  a  quantity  of  it,  which,  I  think,  will  not 
fail ;  and  I  bought,  on  the  spot,  a  small  parcel,  which  I 
have  with  nie.  As  further  details  on  this  subject  to  Cofa- 
gress  would  be  misplaced,  I  propose,  on  my  return  to 
Paris,  to  communrcate  them,  and  send  the  rice'io  the 
society  at  Ghaj4eston  for  promoting  agrieulture ;  ^$uppos- 
jiig  that  they  vrill  be  best  able  to  try  the  expi^iment  of 
cttWvating  the  rice  of  this  quality,  and  to  communitale 
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the  species  to  the  two  States  of  Sooth  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  if  they  find  it  answer.  I  thought  the  staple  of 
these  two  States  was  entitled  to  this  attention,  ^nd  that 
it  must  be  desirable  to  them  to  be  able  to  furnish  rice  of 
the  two  qualities  demanded  in  Europe,  especially  as  the 
greater  consumpliba  is  in  the  forms  (or  which  the  Lom- 
bardy  quality  is  preferred.  The  mass  of  our  country- 
m^  bein^  interested  in  agriculture,  I  hppe  I  do  not  err 
in  supposing  that,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  as  the 
present,  to  enable  them  to  adapt  their  productions  to  the 
market,  to  point  out  markets  for  them;  and  endeavor  to 
obtain  Civorable  terms  of  reception,  are  within  the  line  of 
.my  ^uty. 

My  journey  into  this  part  of  the  country  has  procured 
me  information  which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  commu- 
nicating to  Congrei»»  In  October  last  I  received  a  letter 
dated  Montjpelier^  October  2d,  1786,  announcing  to  me 
that  the  writer  was  a  foreigner,  who  bad  a  matter  of  veijr 
great  ccnsequenee  to  commtinicate  to  me,  and  desired  I 
would  indicate  the  channel  through  whibb  it  might  pass 
safely.  I  did  so.  I  received,  sooti  after,  a  letter  in  the 
following  words,  omitting  only  the  formal  parts  : 

^^  I  am  a  Brazilian,  and  you  know  that  my  unhappy 
"  country  groans  under  a  most  dreadful  slavery,  which 
<-  becomes  more  intolerable  since  the  era  of  your  glorious 
^^independence — the  bafbarous  Bortugitese  sparing  tK>- 
"  thing  to  make  us  unhappy,  for  fear  that  we  should  fel- 
'•  low  your  steps.  And  as  we  know  that  these  usurpers 
^^against  the  kw  of  nature  and  of  hummiity .  have  no 
^^  other  tbooglits  than  of  crushing  tis,  we  are  determined 
^^  to  follow  the  striking  elample  whub  you  have  given  us, 
'^  and  coimquantiy  to  bratk  our  chms,  and  to  bring  tot  life 
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'^  Uberty,  wkieh  b  tiow  dead  and  eppmssad  by  pbysiofti 
"  force,  wbich  is  the  cnly  power  Europeans  ha^e  orer 
'<  America*.  But  as  Sfpaki  will  not  fail  lo  join  Portugal, 
^^  it  is  necessary  thlU  a  nation  sbouM  assist  u6.  Aod  nol- 
^'  withstanding  the  advantages  we  bave^  for  defenot,  we 
^  cannot  do  It,  or  at  least  it  would  bqc  be  prudent  for  us 
<'  to  ma  any  bazard^  wttbout  being  sufe  of  success.  Yeur 
*'  nation,  sir,  b,  we  think,  that  which  should  most  suitably 
'<  aasist  us,  because  it  is  she  that  has  given  us  ihe  exa«i- 
"  pie ;  aad,  also,  because  nature  has  made  us  iobabitants 
'^  of  the  same  continent,  and  has  consequently  constituted 

.  <'  lis,  in.  sooae  sort,  countrymen.  We  are  ready,  oti  our 
^^  part,  to  furnish  all  the  funds  that  may  be  necessary,  mad 
<<  to  show,  at  aU  times^  our  gratitude  towards  our  bene- 
<^  factors.  This  is  the  substance  of  my  iateaiiQes:;  und  it 
^*  is  to  fulfil  thisccommission  that  I  am  now  in  Fraoee,  as 
*'  I  cquld  not  do  it  in  America  mthout  exci^iog  some  sus- 
*^  picions.    It  is  for  you  to  judige  if  they  oan  be^^liaed. 

^'  And  in^^case  yoa  sboirid  wish  (oi^oosult  your  nation  on 

^^  die  subject,  I  am  enabled  to  giye  til  Ab»  in&mation 
*^  that  you  may  tlunk  necesaary. . 
<'  MoDtpelter,  21  Noveniber." 

As  by  this  time  I  bad  been  advised  to  try  iho  waiters  of 
the  Aix,  1  wrote  to  ihe  gendemaniny  <kaign|  9Qd  ibat  I 
should  go  offmy  Toad  as  fiur  as  Ni8lnfi8,inMletdie|>ftttext 
gi  seeing  the  antiqtuties  of  that  phi^ if  heivouM  meet 
use  there.  He  met  me^  snd  theibttowi^  is.t^Q  sum  of 
the  infermadon  I  reemred  from  him : 
*^  Brazil  contains  as  many  inhabitants  .as  :Poflugai. 

^They  are,  Ist,  Portuguese;  9d,  mtire whiles:;  3d, 
*<  black  und  muiatto  akves ;  4tii,  IndiaBa^  csrifeddjand 
<<  Sieges*    let.  Thm^aimffmmuta  fc»iB  nwahor^iMpit- 
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«  ly  married  there  ;  have  lost  sight  of  their  native  country, 
"  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  reluming  to  it,  and  are  3is- 
"  posed  to  become  independent.     2d.  The  native  whiles 
"  form  the  body  of  their  nation.     3d.  The  slaves  are  as 
"  numerous  as  the  free.     4th.  The  civilized  Indians  have 
*^'  no  energy,  and  the  savage  would  not  meddle.      There 
"  are  twenty  thousand  regular  troops.      Originally,  these 
"  were  Portuguese;  but  as  they  died  oflF,.  ihey  were  re- 
«*  placed  by  the  natives ;  so  that  these  compose,  at  pre- 
'^  sent,  the  mass  of  the  troops,  and  may  be  counted  on 
*'  by  their  native  country.'      The  officers  are  partly  Por- 
"  tuguese,  partly  Brazilian.     Their  bravery  is  not  doubi- 
*^  ed,  and  they  understand  the  parade,  but  not  the  science, 
"  of  their  profession.     They  have  no  bias  for  Portugal, 
"  biit  no  energy  either  for  any  thing.    The   priests  afe 
"  partly  Portuguese,  partly  Brazilians,  and  will  not  ip- 
"  terest  themselves  much.    The  Noblesse  are  scarce|y 
"  known  as  such ;  they  will  in  no  manner  be  distinguis|i-  - 
<*  ed  from  tlie  people.    The  men  of  letters  are  those 
"most  desirous  of  a  revolution.     The  people  are  npt 
*^  much  under  the  influence  of  their  priests.     Most  of 
<^  them  read  and  write,  possess  arms,  and  are  in  the  ha^it 
"  of  using  them  for  hunting.     The   slaves  will  lake  ijie 
♦*  side  of  their  masters.      In  short,  as  to  the  question  ^of 
"  revolution,  there  is  but  one  mind  in  that  country.    J^u 
"  there  appears  no  person  c^ipble  of  conducting  a  reyp^ 
**  lution,   or    willing    to    venture   himself   at    its  he^d, 
*' without    the    aid  of   some    powerful    nation,  as   t|ie 
"people  of  their  own  might  fail   them.     There  is  pa 
"  printing  press  in   Brazil.     They  consider  the  Nojph 
•*  American  revolution  as   a  precedent  for  their9;.th|;y 
"  ]ook   to   the.  IJnited  States  as   most   likely  to  ghre 
Vol.  111. — 16 
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**  them  honest  support,  and,  from  a  variety  of  considera- 
*<  lions,  have  the  strongest  prejudices  in  our  fevor.  This 
*^  informant  is  a  native  and  Inhabitant  of  Rio  Janeiro,  the 
*'  present  metropolis,  which  cxontains  50,000  inhabitants;. 
^<  knows  well  St.  Salvador,  the  former  one,  and  the 
<*  mines  d^or,  which  are  in  the  centre  of  the  country: 
*<  these  are  all  for  a  revolution,  and,  constituting  the  body 
**  of  the  nation,  the  other  parts  will  follow  them.  The 
<^  King's  fifth  of  the  mines  yields  annually  l3,0OO,6oa  ef 
^'  crusadores,  or  half  dollars ;  he  has  the  sole  right  of 
**  searching  for  diamonds  and  other  precious  stones, 
'^  which  yields  him  about  half  as  much ;  his  income  alone, 
.**  then,  from  these  two  resources,  is  about  10,000,000  of 

*  *•' dollars  annuiiUy ;  but  the  remaining  parts  of  the  pro- 
*^  duce  of  the  mines  being  26,000,000,  might  be  counted 
'<  on  for  effeciing  a  revolution..  Besides  the  arms  in  the 
^V hands  of  the  people,  there  are  public  magazines;  they 
"  have  abundance  of  horses,  but  only  a  part  of  their 
"  country  would  admit  the  service  of  horse;  they  would 
**  want  cannon,  ammunition,  ships,  sailors,  soldiers, 
«'  and  officers,  for  which  they  are  disposed  to  look  to  the 

'  **  United  States ;  always  understood  that  every  service  and 
^  furniture  will  be  well  paid  for.  Corn  costs  about  20  Ivo. 
*^  the  lOOibs.;  they  have  desh  in  the  greatest  abundance^ 

*  <<  insomuch  that  in  some  parts  they  kill  beeves  for  the 
^  skin  only.      The  whale  fishery  is  carried  on  by  Prazil* 

'  *^  ians  altogether,  and  not  by  Portuguese,  but  in  very 
''smalt  vessels;  so.  that   the  fishermen   know  nothing 

*  **  of  managing  a  large  ship :  they  would  want  of  us 
^  at  all  limes  shipping,  corn,  and  salt  fish.     The  latter 

'  **  is  a  great  article,  and  they  are  at  present  supplied 
*'  with  ft  litrni  Portugal.      Portugjil^  being  without  either 
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**  army  or  navy,  could  not  attempt  an  invasion  under 
**a  twelTernontb^ .  Con5ideriDg  of  what  it  would  be 
^'conipofted,  it  would  not  be  much  to  be  feared,  and, 
*' if  they  failed,  tbey  would  probably  never  attenipt  a 
^*  secoad ;  indeed,  this  source  of  tbeir  wealib  being  inter- 
*^  cepted,  they  are  scarcely  capable  of  ii  first  effort.  The 
^'  thinking  part  of  the  nation  are  so  sensible  of  this,  that 
*'  they  consider  an  early  separation  inevitable.  Tliere  b 
'^  an  implacable  hatred  between  the  Brazilians  and  Por- 
tuguese; to.  reconcile  which,  a  former  Minister  adopted 
^'  the  policy  of  letting  the  Brazilians  into  a  participation 
"  of  public  office,  but  subsequent  administrations  have 
^*  reveled  to  the  ancient  policy  of  keeping  tbe  adniinistra- 
**  tion  jo  the  hands  of  native  Portuguese.  There  is  a  niix- 
'^toreof  natives  of  the  old  apipoiatmei^ts  still  rfm^'oipg,in 
office.  If  Spain  should  invade  them  on  their  southern 
^^  extremities,  these  are  so  distant  from  the  body  of  tbeir 
^  settletBents,  th^t  they  could  not  penetrate  thence,  and 
"  Spanish  enterprise  is  not  formidable.  The  mines  (Tor 
"are  among  mountains,  inaccesstJble  to  any  army;  and 
"  Rio  Janeiro  is  considered  as  the  strongest  port  in  tihe 
"world  after  Gibraltar,  Incase  of  a  successful  revolution, 
a  republican  governm^Q^  ^^  ^  single  bqdy  would  proba- 
"  Wy  be  established." 

I  took  care  to  impress  on  him,  through  the  whole  of 
our  converaatioP)  that  I  ha^  neither  instructions  nor  au- 
thority to  S9/^  ^ord  to  any  body  on  this  subject^  and 
ihat  I  cpoM  only  give  him  my  own  idea^  as  a  single  in- 
dividual ;  which  wqre,  that  we  were  not  io  a  condition  at 
.preset  to  meddle  natipnalLy  in  any  war ;  that  we  wishied 
particularly  to  cultivate  the  fnendship  of  Portugal, 
with  wboQO^  we  haire  an;ad7antfigeou8  qommerce;  that 
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yet,  a  successful  re?dlution  in  Brazil  could  not  be  uninter- 
esting to  us ;  that  prospects  of  lucre  might  possibly  draw 
numbers  of  individuals  to  their  aid,  and  pure^  mottles  our 
Officers,  among  whom  are  many  excdlent ;  that  our  citi- 
*zens,  being  free  to  leave  their  own  country  indiTidiially, 
without  the  consent  of  their  Govertoient,  ure  equally  free 

•  to  go  to  any  other. 

A  little  before  I  received  the  first  letter  of  the  Bra- 

^zilian,  a  gentleman  informed  me  there  was  a  Mexican  in 

Paris,  who  wished  to  *bave  some  conversation  with  me. 

*  He  accordingly  calted  on  me  ;  the  substanfiDei  of  the  in- 
formation I  drew  from  him,  wad  as  follows:  He  is  bitn- 
self  a  native  of  Mexico,  where  his  relations  $re,  princi- 

'pally  ;  he  left  it  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  aeeims 
■'now  to  be  about  thirty-three  or  thirty-foilr ;  he  d^asses 

•  and  characterizes  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  as  fol- 
lows: Ist,  The  natives  of  old  Sjpain,  •possessed  of  most 

"of  the  offices  of  Governtaent,  and  firmly  attacl^  to  it. 

*  2d.  The  clergy,  equally  attached  to. the  Ootemmeiit. 
'3d.  The  natives  of  Mexico,  generally  disposed  to  revolt, 

^  tut  withdut  instruction,  without  energy,  and  much  qnder 

'the  dominion  of  their  priests,    4th.  The  slaves,  molatto 

and  black ;  the  former,  enterpHsing  and  intelligent ;  the 

latter,  brave,  and  of  very-  important  weight,  mto  whiit- 

•' ever  scale  they  throw  nhetosfelves  v  but  he  thinks  they 

'  win '^ side  with  their  masters.    Stb.  *S%e  coviqiiered  In- 

'  dldns,  cowardly;  not  Ukely  to  take  any  i^,  %ior  import- 

' 'ant  which.    6th. 'The  free  Indians,  brave  d^i  formida- 

'*'Ble,  should  they  interfere,  but'  not  likely  to  diy  ao^aa 

^  bdng  at  a  great  distance.    I  asked  him  the  «Mi^m  of 

'  these  %eve^af  classes,  but  he  could  nof  give  tbem  ]  the 

^  first, 'be  '  thought  very  incbn^fderable ;  that  the  seoond 
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formed  the  body  of  th«  freemen  ^  die  third,  equal  to  the 
two  first ;  the  fourth,  to  all.  the  preceding ;.  and^  as  to  the 
fifth)  he  could  form  no  ide^  of  th^ir  proportion;  indeed^ 
itappeiared  to  me  that  his  conjectures  as  to  the  othezs. 
were  on  1oq*b  groupds.  He  said  he  knew,  from  gpod 
ioformatioQf,  th^re  were  300^000  ipbabitants  in  the. city 
of  HexicQ.  I  wail  s|ili  npor^  cautious  w,ith,  him  than 
witb.tbe  Bra&ilian,  m^^tipning  it  as  my  private  opinion^ 
(unautbonis^ed  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject  otherwise,) 
tbat  n  succe3sfMl  reyolutiqn  Was  stjill  at  a  distance  with^ 
tbom,;  that,  I  fipi^ed  they  must  begb  by  enlightening  and^ 
emaneipatii^lhe  ioinds  of  their  people;  tiiat,  as  to  US|, 
if  Spain  should  give  us  advantageous  terms  of  commerce^ 
and  remove  other  difficulties^  it  was  not.  probable  that  we 
should  reliqqufsh  ceruin  and  present  advantages,  though 
smaller,  to  uncertain  and  future  ones,  however  good.  I 
Vas  led  into  this:  can  lion,  by  observing  that  this  gentle- 
man was  intimate  at  the  Spanish  Ambassador's,  and  ihal^ 
be  was  then. tal^en  to  Paris,  employed  by  Spain  to  settle 
her.  boundaries  with  France  on  the  Pyrenees;  he  baa 
moch  the  air  of  candor^,  but  tfaatcan  be  borrowed ;  so  t^at 
\  was  not  able  to  decide  about  him  in  n^  own  n^ind. 

Led  by  a  ui^iity  of  subject,  and  a  desire  to  give  Con- 
gress as  general  a  view  of  the  dispositions  of  our  south- 
ern countrymen  as  my  information  enables  me,  I  wiljl 
add  an  article,  wbicb,  old  and  insulated,  I  did  not  thinly 
important  eiujHigb  p  meption  at  the  time  i  received  it. 
You  will  remember.  Sir,  that,  during  the  late,  war,  the 
British  papers  often  gave  details  of  a  rebellion  in  Peru* 
The  character  of  those  papers  discredited  the  information  ; 
but  the  truth  was,  tliat  the  insurrectiops  were  so  general| 
that  the  event  was  long  on  the  poise.     Had  Commodore 
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Jbhtisbfl,  then  expected  on  that  coasts  touched  and  land' 
ed  there  two  tbousand  men,  the  domjakm  of  SpoUi  ii> 
that  country  wa$  at  an  end ;  they  only  wanted  a  poini  of 
union,  which  this  body  would  have  constituted ;  not 
having  this,  they  acted  without  concert,  and  were  al 
length  subdued,  separately.  This  conflagration  was 
quenched  in  blood  ;  two  hundred  thousand  «oub  on  both 
ndes  having  perished,  but  the  reiftaining  nratter  is  very 
capable  of  <K)mbtistion.  I  have  this  informalidft  from  a 
person  who  wasr  on  the  spot  at  the  tinae,  ancl  wb^se  goo4 
faith,  understanding,  and  means  of  information,  leave  na 
doubt  of  the  facts ;  he  observed,  however,  that  the  num- 
bers above  supposed  to  have  perished  were  on  such  con-* 
jectures  only  as  he  cou!d  collect. 

I  trouble  Congress  with  these  details,  because,  how- 
ever distant  we  may  be,  both  in  condition  and  dispositions, 
from  taking  an  active  part  in  any  commotions  in  thae 
country,  nature  has  placed  it  too  near  us  to  make  its  move^ 
ments  altogether  indifferent  to  our  interests  or  to  our  cu- 
riosity. 

I  hear  of  another  arret  of  this  Court,  increasing  the 
duties  on  foreign  stock  fish,  and  the  premiums  60  their 
own,  imported  into  their  islands;  but  not  having  yet 
seen  it,  I  can  say  nothing  certain  on  it.  I  am  in  hopes 
the  effect  of  this  policy  will  be  defeated  by  the  practice 
which  I  am  told  takes  place  on  the  banks  of  Newfound* 
hnd,  of  putting  our  fish  into  the  French  fishing-boais,  and 
the  parties  sharing  the  premiqmj  instead  of  dUrs  paying 
the  duty. 

lam  in  hopes  Mr.  Short  wilK  be  able  "to eend  you  the 
medals  of  General  Gates  by  tins  j[>acket.    I  await  a  gen* 
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«ral  instruction  as  to  these  medals.      The  academies  of 
£urope  will  be  much  gratified  to  receive  each  a  set. 

I  purpose  to  set  out  the  day  after  to-morrow  for  Bor- 
deaux, (by  the  canal  of  Langiiedoc,)  Nantes,  L'Orient/ 
and  Paris* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON 

VBOM  THOMAS  JErFBRSON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMUmAKL*      ^ 

Paris,  June  14, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

Having  got  back  to  Paris  three  days  ago,  I  resume 
immediately  the  correspondence  with  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  honor  me.  t  wish  I  could  have  begun  it 
with  more  agreeable  Information  than  that  furnished  me 
by  M.  Grand,  that  the  funds  of  the  United  States  here 
are  exhausted,  and  himself  considerably  in  advance ;  and 
by  the  Bo^rd  of  Treasury  at  New  York,  that  they  have 
no  immediate  prospect  of  furnishing  supplies.  We  are 
thus  left  to  shift  for  ourselves,  without  previous  warning. 
As  soon  as  they  shall  replenish  Mr.  Grand's  hands,  I  will 
give  you  notice,  that  you  may  recommence  your  usual 
drafts  on  him  ;  unless  the  Board  should  provide  a  sepa- 
rate fund  for  you,  dependant  on  yourself  alone,  which  1 
strongly  and  repeatedly  pressed  on  tliem,  in  order  to  re- 
move the  indecency  of  sttffering  your  drafts  to  pass 
through  any  intermediate  hand  for  payment. 

My  letters  from  America  come  down  to  the  24th  of 
April.  The  disturbances  in  the  eastern  Slates  were  en- 
tirely settled.     I  do  not  learn  tint  the  Government  had 
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I  '         '        '      i.         .       .  ^  ;     ■  -•''.■ 

made  any .  examples.     Mr.  Hancock's  health  being  re^ 

established,  the  want  of  which  had  occaeioned  him  to  re- 
sign the  Government  of  Massachusetts,  be  has  been  re- 
elected, to  the  exclusion  of  Governor  Bowdoin.  New 
York  still  refuse;?  to  pass  the  impost  in  any  form,  and, 
wen^  sl^e  to  pass  it,  Pennsylvania  will  not  uncouple  it 
from  the  supplementary  funds.  These  two  States,  and 
Virginia,  are  the  only  ones,  niy  letter  says,  which  have 
paid  any  thing  into  the  Continental  Treasury  for  a  twelve- 
monlh  past,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  from 
Congress  to  the  several  States,  insisting  on  their  remov- 
ing all  obstructions  to  the  recovery  of  British,  debts. 
This  was  hurried,  that  it  might  be  delivered  to  the  Assem- 
fcly  of  New  York  before  they  rose.  It  was  delivered, 
fcut  they  did  nothing  in  consequence  of  it.  The  con-, 
ventjon  to  be  assembled  at  Philadelphia  will  be  an  able 
one.  Ten  States  were  known  to  have  appointed  dele- 
gates. Massachusetts  was  about  to  appoint ;  Connecticut 
>7as  doubtful ;  and  Rhode  Island  had  refused.  We  are 
sure,  however,  of  eleven  States.  South  Carolina  has 
prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves  for  three  years ;  which 
is  a  step  towards  a  perpetual  prohibition.  Between  six 
find  seven  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  are  actually 
surveyed  into  townships,  and  the  sales  are  to  begifi  im- 

fnedjately.  They  are  not  to  be  sold  for  less  than  a  dol- 
ar  the  acre,  in  public  certificates,  I  wrote  you  from 
Bordeaux,  on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Smith,  I  was 
sorry  I  missed  him  there,  for  other  reasons  as  well  as 
from  a  curiosity  to  know  his  errand.  The  Notables  have 
laid  the  foundation  for  much  good  here :  you  have  seen 
It  detailed  in  the  public  papers.  The  Prince  of  Wales  is 
likely' to  recover  from  his  illness,  which  was  very  threat- 
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ening.  It  is  feared  that  three  powers  have  comblbed  tb 
lift  the  Prince  of  Orange  out  of  his  difficulties^*  Have 
you  yet  the  cipher  of  which  I  formerly  wrote  tb  you,  ot 
any  copy  of  it  ? 

I  am;&c., 

TH:  JEFFERSOW. 
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Paris,  June  21,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  in'  a  letter  of  May 
4th,  from  Marseilles,  which  was  to  have  gone  by  the  last 
packet ;  but  it  arrived  a  few  hours  too  late  for  that  con* 
veyanqe,  and  has  been  committed  to  a  private  one  pass- 
ing through  England,  with  a  promise  that  it  should  go 
through  no  post  office. 

I  was  desirous,  while  at  the  seaports,  to  obtain  a  list 
of  the  American  vessels  which  have  come  to  them  sinc^ 
the  peace,  in  order  to  estimate  their  comparative  import- 
ance to  us,  as  well  as  the  general  amount  of  our  com- 
merce with  this  country,  so  far  as  carried  on  in  our  own 
bottoms.  At  Marseilles,  I  found  there  had  been  thirty- 
two  since  that  period ;  at  Cette,  not  a  single  one  ;  at  Bay- 
onne,  one  of  our  free  ports,  only  one  ;  (this  last  article! 
learned  from  other  information,  not  having  visited  that 
place,  as  it  would  have  been  a  deviation  from  my  route 
too  considerable  for  the  importance  of  the  object;)  at 
Bordeaux,  Nantes,  and  L'Orient,  I  could  n6t  obtain  • 
lists  in  the  moment,  but  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  tt) 
get  them  ere  long ;  though  more  important  to  us,  they 
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Will  {irobably  b^  more  imperfect  than  that  of  Mflrseilles* 
At.  Nantes,  I  began  with  Mr.  Dobree  an  arrangement  of 
his  claims.  I  visited  the  military  stores  whicli  have  been 
detained  there  so  long,  opened  some  bo^es  of  each  kind, 
and  fouiid  the  state  of  their  contents  much  ibetter  tlian 
bad  been  represented ;  an  exact  list  of  the  articles  is  to 
be  sent  me ;  in  the  n\ean  time,  the  following  is  near  the 
truth:  . 

24  cases  of  gun  locks  ;  6  cases  of  gun  barrels ;  65  cases 
of  old  bayonets;  locks  and  fMrniture  of  3,100  fire-arms 
of  various  kinds,  taken  from  the  peasants  of  Bordeaux, 
when  they  were  deprived  of  the  droit  de  chasge,  and 
purchased  by  Mr.  Deane ;  the  above  are  broken,  eaten  up 
with  rust,  and  worth  nothing  ;  15,000  pieces  of  walnut  for 
gun  stocks,,  very  good;  30  cases  of  muskets  from  Holland, 
about  27  in  each  chest,  say  about  700  muskets,  with  their 
bayonets,  good  of  their  form,  but  not  of  the  best  form; 
in  su6h  condition  that  they  will  need  only  such  a  cleaning 
f  s  the  sddier  himself  can  give ;  21  cases  of  sabres,  from 
Holland,  about  63  in  each  case^  say  about  1,300  in  good 
condition  ;  18  hogsheads  o/gun  flints;  10  anchors,  weigh- 
ing in  the  whole  about  81,500lbs.  But  we  must  deduct 
about  one-flQJb  from  the  muskets  and  sabres,  because  there 
are  in  the  warehouses  five  tiers  of  cases,  the  bottom  one 
of  which  having  been  partly  under  water,  during  ap  inun- 
dation of  the  Loire,  that  whole  tier  may  be  considered  as 
lost ;  another  deduction  will  be  warehouse  rent,  600/tt; 
a  year  from  the  year  1782  :  still  they  remain  an  object  of 
too  much  value  to  be  abandoned,  if  they  can  be  with- 
drawn by  mutual  consent,  without  any  notice  of  their 
having  been  in  the  hands  of  justice.  Mr.  Dobree  ap 
pears  to  be  so  reasonable,  that  I  am  in  hopes  this  may 
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be  dooe.  The  importations  intb  L'Orient  of  other  fish 
oils,  besides  those  of  the  whale,  brought  to  my  notice 
there  a  defect  in  the  letter  of  M.  de  Calonne  of  Oc- 
tober 22,  which  letter  was  formerly  communicated  to  you* 
Id  that,  tifhale  oil  only  was  named ;  the  other  fish  oils, 
therefore,  have  continued  to  pay  the  old  duties.  In  a  con- 
ference with  Mons.  de  Vill^deuil,  the  present  Comptrol- 
ler General,  sioce  my  return,  I  proposed  the  extepding 
the  exemption  to  all  Jish  pilsj  according  to  the  letter  of 
the.  Hanseatic  treaty,  which  had  formed  the  basis  of  the 
regulations  respecting  us.  I  think  this  will  be  agreed  to. 
The  delays  of  office,  first,  the  illness  of  M.  de  Ca- 
lonne, and  lastly  his  removal,  and  the  thropg  of  btisir 
ness  occasioned  by  the  Assemhlee  des  Notables,  have 
prevented  the  reducing  the  substance  of  the  letter  into  • 
the  form  of  an  arrii  as  yet,  though  I  continued  soliciting 
il  as  much  as  circumstances  would  bear.  I  am  now  pro- 
mised that  it  shall  be  done  immediately,  and  that  it  shall 
be  so  far  retrospective  as  to  the  date  of  the  letter,  as  that 
^11  duties  paid  since  that  shall  be  refunded. 

Though  we  are  too  little  concerned  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  .Aaemblee  des  Notables  to  render  minute  details 
of  tiiem  desirable  to  Congress ;  yet  I  suppose  a  general 
View,  now  that  the  Assembly  is  closed  and  their  measures 
fixed,  may  be  acceptable. 

The  deficiency  of  the  public  revenues,  compared  with 
the  public  expenses,  was  become  so  considerable,  that  it 
was  evident  some  of  the  wheels  of  Government  must 
9U)p,  unless  they  could  be  relieved.  Continual  borrow- 
ings in  time  of  profound  peace  coqfd  not  be  proposed ; 
imd  a  new  tax,  under  the  same  prcumstances,  might 
criishthe  Minister,  unless  he  could  pi^ocure  a  powerful 
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support.  He  proposed,  there  fere,  the  callii^g  an  Asseni' 
blee  des  Notables;  he  proffered  them  a  universal  redress 
of  grievances,  laid  open  those  grievances  fully,  pointed 
out  sound  remedies,  and,  covering  bis  canvass  with  ob- 
jects of  this  magnitude,  the^  demand  of  money  became  a 
little  accessary,  scarcely  attracting  attention.  The  per^ 
sons  chosen  Were  the  most  ^ble  and  independent  charac- 
ters in  the  kingdom ;  and  their  suppoit,  if  it  could  be  ob* 
tained,  would  be  enough  for  him.  They  impioved  the' 
occasion  of  redressing  their  grievances,  and  agreed  that 
the  public  wants  should  be  relieved,  but  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  causes  of  them.  It  is  supposed 
Monsieur  de  Calonne  was  conscious  his  accounts  could 
not  bear  examination ;  and  it  is  said  and  beheved  that  he 
asked  of  the  King  to  send  four  members  to  the  Bastile,  (of 
whom  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  one^)  to  banish  twen- 
ty others,  atid  two  of  his  Ministers.  The  King  fioand  it 
shorter  to  banish  him.  His  successor  went  on  in  full  con- 
cert with  the  Assembly.  The  result  has  been  an  aug- 
mentation in  the  revenue ;  a  promise  of  economies  in  its 
expenditure,  of  an  annual  settlement  of  the  public  ac- 
counts before  a  council — which  the  Comptroller,  having 
been  heretofore  obliged  to  settle  only  with  the  King  ia 
person,  of  course  never  settled  at  all ;  of  the  abolitiort 
of  the  corvees;  reformation  of  the  gabtlhs;  suppres- 
sion of  interior  custom-houses ;  free  commerce  of  grain, 
internal  and  external ;  and  the  establishment  of  proviB- 
cial  assemblies ;  which,  altogether,  constitute  a  vast  mass 
of  improvement  m  the  condition  of  this  nation.  The 
establishment  of  provincial  assemblies  is  a  fundamental 
improvement.  They  will  be  of  the  choice  of  the  people^ 
one-third  renewed   every    year.      In   those   proi^npaf 
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where  there  are  no  States,  (that  is.  to  say,  over  about 
three^fourths  of  the" kingdom,)  they  will  be  partly  an  ex- 
ecutive themselves,  partly  an  executive  council  to  the  In- 
tendant,  to  whom  the  executive  power,  in  his  province, 
.has  been  heretofore  entirely  delegated*  Chosen  by  the 
people^  they  will  soften  the  execution  of  bard  laws ;  and 
having  a  right  of  representation  to  the  King,  they  will 
censure  bad  laws^  suggest  good  ones,  expose  abuses ;  and 
their  representations,  when  united,  will  command  respect. 
'To  the  other  advantages  may  be  added  the  precedent  it- 
self of  calling  the  Assembly  of  Notables,  which  may  per- 
haps grow  into  habit.  The  hope  is,  that  the  improve- 
ments thus  promised  will  be  carried  into  effect — that  they 
will  be  qfiaintained  during  the  present  reign  ;  and  that  will 
be  long  enough  for  them  to  take  some  root  in  the  consti- 
tution, so  as  they  may  become  to  be  considered  a  part  of 
that,  and  be  protected  by  time  and  the  attachment  of  the 
nation.  The  new  accession  of  the  Ministry  is  valued 
here  ;  good  is  hoped  from  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouse, 
who  succeeds  the  Count  de  Vergennes  as  chefdu  Conseil 
deFinance.  M.  de  Villedeuil,  the  Comptroller  General, 
has  been  approved  by  the  public  in  oflices  he  has  hereto- 
fore exercised.  The  Duke  de  Nivernois,  called  to  the 
Council,  is  reckoned  a  good,  an  able  man ;  and  M.  de 
Malfaasherbes,  called  to  the  Council,  is  unquestionably  the 
^st  character  in  the  kingdom  ibr  integrity,  patriotism, 
knowledge,  and  experience  in  business.  There  is  a  fear 
that  the  Mareschal  de  Castries  is  disposed  to  retire. 
The  face  of  things  in  Europe  is  a  little  turbid  at  pre- 
..  sent ;  but  probably  all  will  subside.  The  Empress  of 
Russia,  it  is  supposed,  will  not  push  her  pretensions 
ggmost  the  Turks  to  actual  wai'^  weighing  the  fondness 
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of  the  Emperor  for  innovatioD  against  his  want  of  perse- 
verance. It  is  difficult  to  calculate  what  he  will  do  with 
his  discontented  subjects  in  Brabant  and  Flanders.  If 
those  provinces  alone  were  concerned,  he  would  proba- 
bly give  back ;  but  this  would  induce  ao  opposition  to  his 
plans  in  all  his  other  dominions.  Perhaps  he  may  he  able 
to  find  a  compromise.  The  cause  of  the  patriots  \t\  Hol- 
land is  a  little  clouded  at  present.  England  and  Prussia 
seem  disposed  to'  interpose  effectually.  The  former  lias 
Actually  ordered  a  fleet  of  six  sail  of  the  line  northward- 
ly,  under  Gore  ;  and  the  latter  threatens  to  put  liis  troo)ps 
into  motion.  The  danger  of  losing  such  a  weight  in  their 
scale  as  that  of  Prussia,  would  occasion  this  Court  to  pre- 
fer conciliation  to  war.  Add  to  this  the  distress  of  tbeir 
finances,  and  perhaps  not  so  warm  a  zeal  in  the  new 
Ministry  for  the  Innovations  in  Holland,  I  hardly  be- 
lieve they  will  think  it  worth  while  to  purchase  the  cbaoge 
of  constitution  proposed  there  at  the  expense  of  a  war  ; 
but  of  these  things  you  will  receive  more  particular  and 
more  certain  details  from  Mr.  Dumas,  to  whom  tfaey 
belong. 

Mr.  Eden  is  appointed  Ambassador  from^  England  to 
Madrid.  To  the  hatred  borne  us  by  bis  Court  and 
country,  is  added  a  recollection  of  the  circunnstances  of 
the  unsuccessful  embassy  to  America  of  which  be  made  a 
part ;  so  that  I  think  he  will  carry  to  Madrid  dispositions 
to  Ho  us  all  the  ill  he  can. 

The  late  change  in  the  Ministry  is  very  £irorable  to 
the  prospects  of  the  Chevalier  de  hi  Luzetae;  the  Count 
de  Montmorin,  Monsieur  de  Malhasberbe^,  and  Monsieur 
de  Lamoignon,  the  Oarde  de  Sceaux,  are  bis  near  rela- 
tions ;  probably  something  will  be  donte  for  hini  without 
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delay.  Tiie  promise  of  the  forrAer  administration  to 
the  Count  de  Moustier,  to  succeed  to  bis  vacabcy,  should 
It  take  place,  will  probably  be  performed  by  the  present 
one. 

Mr.  Barclay  iias  probably  informed  you  of  his  having 
been  arrested  in  Bordeaux,  fcfr  a  debt  contracted  in  the 
way  of  his  commerce ;  he  immediately  applied  to  the 
Parliament  of  that  place,  who  ordered  his  discharge:  this 
took  place  after  five  days'  actual  imprisonment.  I  ar- 
rived at  Bordeaux  a  few  days  after  his  liberation.  As  the 
iProcureur  General  of  the  King  had  Interested  himself 
to  obtain  it,  with  uncommon  zeal,  and  that  too  on  public 
principles,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  wait  on  him,  and 
return  him  my  thanks ;  I  did  the  same  to  the  President 
of  the  Parliament,  for  the  body  over  which  he  presided ; 
what  would  have  been  an  insult  in  America,  being  an 
indispensable  duty  here.  Tou  will  see,  by  the  enclosed 
printed  paper,  on  what  ground  the  Procureur  insisted  on 
Mr.  Barclay's  liberation  ;  those  on  which  the  Parliament 
ordered  it,  are  not  expressed.  On  my  arrival  here,  I 
spoke  with  the  Minister  on  the  subje  ^  ^[[he  observed, 
that  the  character  of  Consul  is  no  protection  in  this 
country  against  process  for  debt ;  that,  as  to  the  character 
with  which  Mr.  Barclay  had  been  invested  at  the  Coprt 
of  Morocco,  it  was  questionable  whether  it  could  be 
placed  on  the  diplomatic  line,  as  it  had  not  been  derived 
immediately  from  Congress  ;  that,^  if  it  were,  it  would 
have  covered  him  to  Paris  only,  where  he  had  received 
K?  co'mmbsion,  had  he  proceeded  directly  thither;  but 
that  his  long  stay  at  Bordeaux  must  be  considered  as 
terminating  it  there.  I  observed  to  him,  that  Mr.  Bar- 
clay had  been  arrested  almost  immediately  on  bis  arrival 
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at  Bordeaux.  But^  said  be,  that  arrest  was  made  void 
by  the  Parliament,  gnd  still  he  iias  continued  there  seve- 
ral weeks.  True,  I  replied ;  but  his  adversaries  declared 
they  would  arrest  him  again,  the  moment  he  should  be 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Parliament  of  Bordeaux, 
and  have  actually  engaged  the  Marechaussee  on  the 
rpad  to  dp  it.  This  seemed  to  impress  him ;  be  said  be 
CQuld  obtain  a  letter  of  sauf  conduit,  which  ^ould  pro- 
tect him  to  Paris  j  but  that  immediately  on  his  arrival 
here,  be  would  be  liable  ^o  arrest.  I  asked  him  if  sqch 
a  letter  could  not  be  obtained  to  protect  him  to  Paris, 
and  back  to  Bordeaux,  and  even  to  America?  He 
said  that,  for  that,  the  consent  of  the  greater  part  of  bis 
creditors  would  be  necessary  ;  and  ^ven  with  this,  it  was 
vefy  dottbtful  whether  it  could  be  obtained.  Still,  if  I 
would  furnish  him  with  that  consent,  he  would  do  wl^at 
should  depend  on  him.  I  am  persuaded  he  wilJ,  and 
have  written  to  Mr.  Barclay  to  obtain  the  consent  of  his 
creditors.  This  is  the  ipoting  on  which  this  matter 
stands^at  present.  I  have  stated  it  thus  -particularly,  that 
you  may  knoi^  the  truth,^  which  will  probably  be  misre- 
presented in  the  Epglish  papers,  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr. 
Barclay.  This  matter  has  been  a  great  affliction  to  him, 
but  no  dishonor,  where  its  true  state  is  known ;  indeed, 
h^  is  mc'apable  of  doing  any  thing  not  strictly  bonorabje. 
Iq  a  letter  of  August  30th,  1785,  I  bad  the  honor  of 
mentioning  to  you  what  had  passed  here  on  the  subject 
of  a  convention  for  the  regulation  of  the  two  post  offices. 
I  now.  enclose  you  a  letter  from  the  Baron  d'Ogpy,  who 
i$  at  the  head  of  that  (lepartmait,  which  shomn  that  Jie 
still  expects  sonpe  ^arrangements.  I  have  beard  it  sf  id 
that  M.  de  Crevecoeur  is.authorized  to  tr^at  on  this  jqb- 
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ject ;  you  doubtless  kn^w  if  this  be  true.  The  articles 
may  certaiDly  be  better  adjosted  thwe  tlian  here.  Tkisf 
letter  froiD  the  Baron  d'Ogny  was  id  coinsequeoce  ol'  ao . 
application  from  a  servant  €if  miiiev  ^luring  my  absence ;  ■ 
which  would  m^have  been  made,  bad  I  been  here»  norj 
will  it  be  repeated  ;  it  being  my  opinion  and  practice  to  * 
pay  small  sums  of  money ^  rather  than  to  ask  iavors*  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  also,  copies  of  ^  letter* 
and  papers  lirom  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  on  the  claim 
of  an  individttai  agaipst  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for 
services  performed  on  board  the  Indian,  and  the  petition  : 
of  another,  on  a  like  claim ;  also,  copies  of  letters  received , 
£it)m  O'Bryen,  at  Algiers,  and  from  Air.  Lamb*    A  let-^ 
ler  of  the  ^6th  of  May,  from  Mr.  Montgomery,  at  Ali- . 
cant,  inlbrms  me  that,  by  a  vessel  arrived  at  Carthagena,  t 
from  Algiers,  they  learn  the  death  of  the  Dey  of  .that , 
Republic;  yet,  as  we  bear  nothing  of  it  through   any 
other  channel,  it  may  be  doubted.    It  escaped  me,  at 
the  time  of  my  departure  to  Aix^  to  make  arrangements^ 
for  sending  you  the  gazettes  regularly  by  tlie  packets;, 
the  whole  are  now  sent,  though  a  great  part  of  them  are; 
so  old  as  not  to  be  worth  perusal.     Your  favor  of  April  ■ 
34th  has  been  duly  received.  ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  ^c,  ; 

TH:  JEFFERSON.    , 

FBOM   ^HN    LAMB    TO   l^OMAS   J|:FF£B80N. 

AUcanl  Bay,  Uxy  80,  1787.     . 
I  received  your  Exceltenc^'s  letter  concerning  the  ci- 
pher.    The  vessel  that  I  am  in  here  is  bound  to  America 
Vol.  III.— 17 
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aiui  does  not  take  prati^f  and  $&  {»aper)»  Mre  so  M^pei 
vMi  vinegar,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  ^et  Ibe  otpber 
soand  to  hands  where  it  is  ordered^  therefore  I  must  de« 
fywt  the  same  to  Congress,  who  otn  dispose  of  it  ai  ibeir 
l^teasure.  I  am  unhappy  it  is  so  ciremmtaaeed^  1  hope 
bf  this  time  that  your  Excelleiroy  is  fully  persutded  qT 
the'  villany  of  that  man  D'Espilly,  whom  I  have  pfteo 
framed  you  of  before  this«  His  letters  have  been  toofree- 
If  handed  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  Congress  likewise, 
for  tbe  benefit  cS  our  peace  at  Algiers ;  I  mo^t  heartily 
hope  Congress  will  not  be  led  to  thask  a  maOj  who  was 
ttoied  out  of  Algiers  for  the  most  atrocious  criBies,  and 
some  say  confined  at  present,  and  of  which  I  cbtibt  not  the 
truth*  If  your  Excellency  can  come  at  tbe  truth  from 
Ifcfdrid,  lam  of  opinion  that  yoiL  will  think  as  I  do  on 
Cfte  sutler*  I  add,  that  w^  have  iiot  bad  a  wom^  ^emy 
than  tbe  abevementioned  D'Espilly.  Uqw  far  b0  de« 
c^¥ed  Mr.  Carmicbael^  whHst  ha  was  holdiiig  him  up.  to 
our  pubfe  view,  I  camot  pretend  to  say ;  but  Mr*  Car-* 
tniebae)  was  not  deceived  in  the  man*  Mb  had/a  desire 
to  baAe  my  ^brts,  wlnlst  on  my  kle  missteo,  lo  make 
room  for  a  more  favorable  plao.  1  mq  give  your  £Mel- 
iency  no  news  at  present,  but  t\M  the  number  qf  our 
wretched  people' in  Algiers  is^  reduced  by  the  plague. 
Unhappy  men,  indeed !  I  have  had  a  very  disagreeable 
winter,  but  am  something  recruited.  I  hope  to  be  at 
Congress  by  tbe  beginning  of  August  next.  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  that  Mr.  Barclay  missed  me^  he  writes 
me  that  he  bad  authority  to  settle  my  accounts. 

i  am,  be*, 

JOHN  liAMa 
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Near  York:,  Sefrtsttbcr'S,  1767* 
Dear  $k» 

\  bid  flattered  myself  that  Chevalier  Joneis  .i^^hiW 
have  been  prepared  to  go  in  the  Freacb  packet  which  is 
tasail  the  day  after  uj^oiorrow ;  but  certjaia  circuo^stances 
make  it  neeestory  for  him  to  postpone  his  departure  to 
sooae  future  opp^rtuoity.  It  seeoas,  afeo,  that  Mr.  Jarvis, 
who  had  given  me  notice  of  hi^  intention  of  taking  bis 
passage  in  the  packet^  finds  it  convenient  to  remain  her^  ,- 
until  the  first  of  next  ittonth. 

On  the  27th  July  last,  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  jrou 
that  further  despatches  on.  subjects  touched  in  your  let- 
te^s  woiild  b0  transmitted,  and  I  flatter  myaelf  that  the 
rwBons  whioh.have  hithevta  delayed  thefi|  will  soc^ 
cease.  Your  letters  of  the  4th  May  and  St\^  June  have 
sipce^arrived,  and  been  communicated  to  the  President 
of  Congress^  Sinee  thejr  af  riyal,  a  quocum  of  the  States 
has  not  been  i^epresentedy  so  that,  as  yet,  they  have  not 
been  laid  b^i»re  Congress,  and  consequently  have  not 
given  occasion  to  any  acts  or  instructions.  I  read 
them  with  pleasure,  for,  in  my  opinion,  they  do  honor  to 
the  writer. 

You  will  find  herewith  enclosed  an  ant  of  Congress  of 
the  27th  July,  containing  the  instructioiM^  you  requested^ 
respecuog  the  medals;  and  alsg  a  .copy  of  a  letter  from 
me  to  the  President  of  Congress,  covering  one  \  hs^d  re- 
ceivjed  from  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  re^etiqg 
the  seizure  and  condemni^ion  of  a  vessel  of  thai  State  at 
Tobago.  These  papers  speak  for  iheaaselves^  atid  tMe- 
fore  doAiot  require  explsnatitiQ  or  e^mmeuls^    Tb^  en- 
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closed  letter  for  Mr.  Pauly  is  from  General  Vamum  on 
that  subject. 

The:conv8iilbt)  will  probably  rise  next  week,  and 
their  proceedings  will  probably  cause  not  only  inacb 
consideration >  but  also  mdch  discussion,  debate,  and  pef- 
haps  heat;  for  as  dotii  indodique  soribimui^  ^  docti 
ir(doctiqu&f  disinterested  patriots  and  inter^ted  politi- 
cians, will  srt  in  council  and  in  judgment,  both  wilhid  lind 
without  doors.  There  is  bevertbeleiss  a  d«g)!ee  of  int«it- 
ligenoe  and  information  in  the  mass  of  our  pedple,  which 
tflbrds  much  room,  ibr  hope  that,  by  degrees,  oor  affiiifs 
will  assume  a  more  consistent  and  {basing  aspect.  For 
my  own  part,  I  have  long  found  myself  in  an  awkward 
situation,  seeing  mtsch  to  be  done,  and  enable  to  do  very 
little.  All  we  can  do  is  to  persevere ;  if  good  results,  our 
labor  wdl  nofbe  in  vaia  ;  if  not,  we  shell  have  done  our 
diny  ;  attd  that  refieotkm  is  valuable. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness, 
arid  with  v^ry  sincere  esteem^  and  regard, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c;, 

JOHN  JAY. 


Report  of  John  Jay  to  Congress, 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     ^ 
October  12,  1787.  y 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Itetter  of 
i^Ist  Jane  last,  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  respecting  the  ar- 
rest of-  the  American  Consul  in  France,  the  proposed 
Post  Ofiice  Convention,  and  the  claims  of  certain  in- 
dividuals against  South  Carolina,  reports : 
Thftt  bis  report  of  tbd  aSlhSeptembet  last,  on  tte- 
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petition  of  Messrs.  French  und  Pfephew,  at  whose  suit 
the  Consul  was  arrested,  expresses  the  opipion  of  your 
Secretary  on  the  legality  of  that  arrest;  and  be  still 
thinks  that  no  Consuls  should  be  exempt  from  suits  and 
arrests  for  their  own  proper  debts. 

But  (as  tlie  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  an  Ameripan 
Consul  (xeDeral  is  a  circumstance  which  must  hurt  the 
feelings  of  the  United  States,  and  in  some  degree  wound 
.their  dignity,  it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  what  measures 
it  wcutd  be  proper  to  take  on  this  occasion. 

He  thinks  it  would  be  advisable  to  pass  the  resolution 
recommended  in  the  abovementioned  reports,  declaring 
that  all  American  Consuls  in  foreign  parts,  and  all  foreign 
Consuls  bere>  are  liable  to  arrests,  he. 

That  your  Secretary  should,  in  an  informal  manner, 
intimate  to  the  Consul  General  in  question,  that  his  ar- 
rest and  imfMrisonn^nt  have  given  Congress  much  con- 
cern, both  on  his  account,  and  that  of  the  United  States. 
That  they  wish  he  would  endeavor  so  to  settle  with  his 
creditors,  a^  thatM  may  return  to  France  early  in  the 
spring,  witboiH  any  risk  of  the  like  treatment  in  future. 
Thfit,  although  his  character  and  services  will  always  in^ 
duce  Congi^ss  tp  regret  every  circtimsl&nd^  that  tn^y 
.hurt  either  his  feeling  or  his  fortune,  yet  that  the  respect 
due  to  the  digiuty  of  (he  United  States  has  also  strong 
claims  to  their  attentioir  and  care. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  it  ia  his  duty  to  inform  Con- 
gfe^Sy  that,  as  well  from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 
irom  other  circumstances,  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Consul,  respeeting  bis  creditors,  has 
not  merited  the  har^  tr^tmem  be  has  received  flrom 
ibem. 
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As  to  ihe  proposed  Post  Office  Convention)  your  Se- 
cretary refers  to  bis  reports  of  the  21st  of  February  and 
99th  March,  1786,  which  are  now  before  Congress. 

As  fd  the  claims  of  certain  indiTiduals  against  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  your  Secretary  thinks  that  an 
extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  on  that  subject,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  the  papers  which  he  enclosed  rela- 
tive to  tt,  should  be  transmitted  to  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  in  order  that  such  nieakrres  may  thereupon  be 
taken,  as  the  good  feith  of  that  State,  and  the  justice 
due  to  the  individuals  in  question,  may  appear  to  die- 
mte. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


nOH  THOMAS  JETFERSON   TO  JOHIf   ApAMS. 

i*aris,  July  1,  1787. 
Sir, 
I  returned  about  ihr^  weeks  ago  firom  a  very  useless 
voyage ;  useless,  I  mean,  as  to  the  object  which  first  sug- 
^stedit — that  of  ttying  ii>e  eifect  of  the  mineral  waters 
p[  AiK,  in  Piwiance,  on  a»y  hand.  I  tried  these,  became 
teeommended  among  si^  or  eight  others  as  equally  b^ie- 
ficial,  and  because  they  \^ouId  place  Die  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  tour  to  the  seaports  of  Marseilles,  Bordeaux, 
Nantes,  and  L^Orient,  which  I  had  leng  meditated,  in 
hopes  that  a  kik)wledg6  of  the  fJaces  and  perBons  con- 
cerned in  our  commerce,  and  the  Information  to  be  got 
fi^oro  them,  might  enable  me  sometimes  to  be  useful.  I 
had  expected  to  satisfy  myself  at  Marseilles  of  tbe  causes 
of  the  difference  of  quality  between  the  rice  of  Carolina 
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and  tbflt  of  PiednKxtt,  wlneb  »  broiigfat  in  ^antities^to 
Marseiiles.  Not  being  able  to  do  it,  I  made  an  «xcufsiaii 
of  three  y/feekA  mto  tbo  nee  eonntry  beyond  the  Alpiii 
gmng  through  h.fW>ni  Urc^lli  to  Pavia^  about  wMteo 
miltEk  t  fiMind  the  (fifierence  to  be,  not  in  dw  manager 
mem,  as  had  been  supposed  both  here  and  in  Caro- 
lina, bot  in  ibe  species  of  rice;  and  I  hope  to  enable  them 
tn-CSerdiaa  to  be^in  the  cuktTtttioo  of  the  Piedmost  rida, 
and  earry  it  on  hand  in  hand  with  their  own,  that  ibey 
naajrauppiy  both  qoaltties,  whidi  is  abscHutdy  necesaaigr 
fit  tb»  mnrket;  I  had  beftre  endeaaoeed  to  lead  tte 
depdt  of  iriee  from  Cowes  to  Honfleur,  and  hope-to  g^ 
it  tecetved  there  on  such  terms  as  may  draw  that  brasck 
of  oommerce  from  £ngland  to  ibis  eoutt$ry.  It  is  nn  qIk 
jeitt  of  two  bundced  and  fifty  thousand  guinens  a  yaar^ 
While  passing  through  the  towns  of  Turin,  Milan,  aoti 
Gfnoa,  I  satisfied  mysetf  of  the  practioftbility  of  jntroer 
ducing  oar  whale  M  for  their  oonsuropMoo,  and  suppose 
it  wmald  be  eqaMy  so  in  the  other  graat  cities  of  thai 
country*  I  was  sorry  that  I  was  not  authorised  to  sat  tba 
oiMter  on  foot*  The  merchams  with  whom  I  chose  to 
ask  conforences,  met  me  freely,  and  oommuomate^  fa^ 
knowing  I  was  in  a  pufaKc  eharacter.  I  coirfd,  however, 
only  prepare  a  disposition  to  meet  oar  oil  merchants.  C^ 
the  article  of  tdbacco,  I  was  more  in  possession  of  aqr 
ground,  and  put  matters  into  a  train  for  iodoeiag  ihait 
Gosrament  to  draw  their  tobacooes  directly  from  die 
Uaited  States,  and  not,  as  heretofore,  firoQi  Great  Briiaio* 
I.  am  now  occupied  with  the  new  Ministry  here,  to  par 
liw  coaehidiag  hand  to  the  new  regulataops  for  our  ooa»r 
asoree  with  dasooumry,  announoed  in  the  letter  of  M<A- 
sieurab  Cabade,  which  I  sent  y«t  hst  biU    I  am  in 
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kofves,  in  addition  to  tiftose,  to  chtdim  ft  8uppre96ioD  of  iht 
Jduties  on  tar,  pitob^  and  ttirpentioe,  and  isn  exfteosioa  isC 
ibe  pHv^eges  of  American  whale  oil  to  thtfir  fish  oiU  in 
general.     I  find  that  the  quantity  of  codfish  cnl  brought 
tO'L'Orlent  is  cot^iderablQ.  -  This  being  got  off  hapd^ 
(tvfaich  will  i>e  in  a  few  days,)  ihe  chicaoeriet  and  vexa«». 
irions  of  the  Farmer^  On  the  tirticle  of  tobaceO)  aad  tbeit 
^sions  of  the  order  of  Bemi,  caUed  for  tbe  sext  «tten- 
lion*.     I  have  Teasonf  to  hope  good  dispositions  in  the 
i^ew  Ministry  towards  otir  comnoeme  with  this  country. 
Besides  endeai^ng,  on  all  occasionB,  to  muhipjy  tbe 
^nt6  of  contttct  and  oobnexioa  with  this  coooiry,  whieb 
i  eonsider  as  our  snreat  loainstay  umler  every  event,  1 
Mive  bad  it  mtieii  at  heart  to  remove  finora  between  iis 
dverj'  subject  of  nusonderstandhig-^  o#  initaiioa.     Our 
debts  to  the  King,  to  tbe  officers,  and  the  Faraaem, 
are  of  this  dbscripmn.    .  Tbe    having  compied   wkb 
no  part  of  ott^  engageroents  in  these,  draws  on  ua 
ti  great  deal,  of  censure,  and   oceasioned  a  la^ptage 
in   the  AssemhU^    ies    NotMes  very  likely  to  pro- 
dlice  dissati^ction  l>etween  us.     Dumas  beiin;  oo  the 
apot  in  Holland,  I  had  asfced  ^  faim  some  time  ago,  in 
confidence,  his  opinion  of  tbe  practicabBity  of  transfer* 
ring  these  debts  iiKun  France  to  HoUand,  and  cpnununi- 
ealed  his  answer  to  Congress,  pressing  llrcm  to.  get  you 
to  go  over  to  Hdlaod^  and  try  to  e&ol  this  buskiesr. 
Y6ur  knowledge  of  the-,  ground,  ajad  former  suoeeMes, 
oecasioned  me  lo  ^ke  the  Uterty  without  coasultbg  you, 
%e<?aose  I  was  sore  yoo'  would  not  weigh  yotnr  personal 
taouUe  against  public  go«d«    I  ha? el  had  no  answer  from 
Congress ;  but,  hearing  of  your  joimroy  to  IfeUasd,  bam 
hoped  that  some  money  operatiocr  had  led  you  their.    I( 
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it  related  to  the  debts  of  this  country,  I  would  ask  a  com- 
munication of  what  you  think  yourself  ot  liberty  to  com- 
municate, as  it  might  change  the  form  of  my  answers  to 
the  eternal  applications  I  receive.  The  debt  to  the  offi- 
cers-of  France  carries  ^d.  interest  of  about  two  thousand 
guineas,  so  we  may  suppose  its  principal  is  between  thirty 
and  forty  thousand.  This  makes  more  nobe  against  us 
than  all  our  other  debts  put  together. 
.  I  send  you  the  arrSis  which  begin  the  reforquttioo  liere, 
and  some  other  publications  respecting  America ;  toge- 
ther with  copies  of  letters  received  froofi  O'Bryeo  and 
Lamb.  It  is  believed,  that  a  naval  armament  has  been 
ordered  at  Brest,  in  correspondence  with  that  of  Eng- 
land. We  know  certainly  that  orders  are  given  to  form 
a  camp  ip^  the  neig^iborhood  of  Brabant,  and  that  Count 
Rocbarabeau  has  the  conimand  of  it.  Its  amount^  I 
<»nnot  assert ;  report  say^  fifteen  thousand  men.  This 
will  derapge  the  plans  of  economy.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
putting  under  your  cover  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Kinloch^  of 
South  Caroling,  with  a  packet;  and  will  trouble  you  to 
juijuire  for  her,  and  have  them  delivered.  The  packet  is 
of  great  consequence,  and  therefore  referred  to  her  care, 
as  she  will  know  the  safe  opportunities  of  conveying  it. 
Should  you  not.  be  able  to  find  her^  and  cap  forward  the 
packet  to  its  address  by  any  safe  conveyance,  I  will  b^ 
you  to  do  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


^06  ThOMAS  JEPFBRSON--JOHN  JAV. 

EROit  THOMAS  JKVflBBSON  TO  THOMAS  BABCl^AT. 

Paris,  August  3,  1787. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  am  how  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
favors  of  June  tJ)e  S9th,  and  July  ithe  0tfa  and  8tfa. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  the  afiait  of  Grand  and  Roland 
in  Holland  had  better  be  committed  to  M.  Dumas,  in 
Holland,  as  fawsuits  must  always  be  attended  to  by  some 
person  on  the  spot.  For  the  same  reason,  I  think  that  of 
La  Vaysie  and  Puchelbergsbotildbe  managed  by  the  agent 
at  L*Orient,  and  "GraePs  by  the  agent  at  Nantes.  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  assist  the  agients  at  L'Onent  and 
Nantes,  in  any  way  in  ray  power ;  but  were  the  details  to 
be  left  to  me,  they  would  languish  necesiiarily,  on  account 
of  my  distance  from  the  place,  and  perhaps  suffisr  too,  for 
'want  of  verbal  conisultations  with  the  lawyers  intrusted 
^ith  them.  You  are  now  with  Congress,  and  can  tftke 
their  orders  oti  the  subject.  I  shall,  therefore,  do  nothing 
in  these  matters,  id  reliance  that  you  wiTl  put  thetn  in 
such  channel  as  they  direct,  furnishing  the  necessary  doe* 
uments  and  explanations. 

#.       '  ^#         '   #         .*--'•  •  # 

With  respect  to  French's  afl&ir,  being  perfectly  satis- 
fied myself,  I  have  hot  ceased,  nor  shall  I  cease,  endea- 
voring to  satisfy  others,  that  your  conduct  Iws  been 
that  of  an  honest  and  honorafble  debtor,  and  their^  the 
counterpart  of  Shylock  in  the  play.  I  enclose  you  a 
letter,  containing  my  testimony  on  your  general  conduct, 
which  I  have  written  to  relieve  a  debt  of  justice  pressing 
on  my  mind,  well  knowing,  at  the  si^me  time,  you  will 
not  stand  in  need  of  it  in  America.     Your  conduct  is  too 
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well  known  to  Congress/ your  character  to  all  the  world, 
to  need  any  testimonials. 

The  moment  I  close  mj  despatches  for  the  packet, 
which  win  be  the  9th  instant,  I  shall,  with  great  plea- 
sure, go  to  pay  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Barclay,  at  Si. 
Germain's,  to  satisfy  her  on  the  subject  of  your  transac- 
tions, and  to  assure  her  that  my  resources  shirtl  be  hers, 
ts  long  as  I  have  any.  A  multitude  of  letters  to  write 
prevents  my  entering  into  the  field  of  public  news,  fur- 
ther than  to  observe,  that  it  is  extremely  fkmbtfal 
whether  the  affltirs  of  bolknd  will,  or  wil!  not,  produce 
a  war  between  France  on  6ne  side,  and  England  and 
Prussia  on  the  other. 

I  leg  you  to  accept  assurances  of  the  sincere  esteem 
and  respect  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c., 

TH:  JfiFFERSON. 


VmOH    TBOMA^  aKVFBtttON   1^  MHN  JAK. 

Paris,  August  6,  1787.^ 
Sr, 
The  last  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  yon  Was 
dated  June  91st.  I  have  now  that  of  enclosing  you -a 
letter  from  the  Swedish  Ambassador,  praying  that  inqui- 
ry may  be  made  for  a  vessel  of  his  nation  piratically  car- 
ried off,  and  measures  taken  rektive  to  the  vessel,  cargo, 
and  crew ;  also,  a  letter  from  WUliam  Russell  and  others, 
citizens  of  America,  concerned  in  trade  to  the  island  of 
Ouidaloiipe,  addressed  to  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  aa4 
complaming  of  the  shutting  to  them  the  port  of  Poini^- 
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Petre,  and  receiving  thea\  only  at  Bassete^ce.  This 
was  enclosed  to  me  by  the  subscribers,  to  be- delivered  to 
the  JVIareschai  de  Castries;  but  the  present  is  not  the 
nioment  to  maye  ip  that  business  ;  and,  moreover,  I  sup- 
pose that  wherever  parties  are  within  the  reach  of  Con- 
gress, they  should  apply  to  thorn,  and  my  instriiptions 
coioe  through  that  channel.  Matlexs  arisiiig  within  the 
kingdom  of  France,  to  which  my  commissioQ  is  limited, 
anjd  ]30t  admitting  time  to  take  the  orders  of  Congress, 
I  suppose  Lmay  raov«  in  originally.^  I  also  enclose  you 
a  copj^  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barclay,  closing  hb  proceed- 
iDgs  in  our  affiurs.  with  Morocco.  Before  this  leacfa^ 
you,  he  will  have  had  the  honor  of  presenting  himself  to 
yeu  in  j^erson.  After  hijs  departure,,  the  Pariiament  of 
Bordeaux  decided  that  he  was  liable  to  arrests  This 
was  done  oq  a  letter  ffom  the'  Minister,  informing  them 
thp  ,Mr.  Bjirelay  was  vested  with  np  character  which 
privileged  him  from  arrest ;  his  constant  character  of 
Consul  was  no  protedien ; '^»d  they  did  not  explain 
whether  his  character  to  Morocco  was  not  originally  dip- 
lomatic^ or  had  expired.  Mr.  Barclay's  proceedk^  under 
this  commission  being  now  enclosed,  it  would  be  incum- 
bent on  me  to  declare,  with  respect  to  them,  as  well  as 
,bis  consular  thinsaetioos,  ,my  opinion  of  tlie  judgorent, 
.ze^,  and  disintan^sted^esB  with .  which  he  iias  conducted 
iiiinselfi  wereit  not.ibat  Congress  has  been^so  possessed 
of  thoee^  transactions  Aom  time  to  tiiae,  as  to  judge  for 
themselves.  I  cannot  bvit  be  ui^a^y  lest  my  dday  of  en- 
Ifliriog  on  the  subject  of  ibe  Consular  Convention,  may  be 
disapiiroved ;  my  hope  was,  and  is^  that,  mote  practicable 
lerms  might  b|e  obtaioed ;  in  this  hope,  I  .do  notlpiag  tiii 
fiirther  ocdets,  oi^rving  l]Qr  an  «ibtr^t  from  the  jour- 
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na}&  ^ou  were  pletsed  to  seocl  tne,  that  Congress  k^fe  te^^ 
ferred  the  matter  to  your  ebdsiderattonYdnd  cotiscidus  that 
vre  are  m^  sufl^ring  in  the  mean  time,  as  we  have  not  a 
smgle>Gonsul  in  France  since  the -departure  of  Mr.  Bar- 
clay. 1  meivtioned  to  you  in  noy  last  the  re^val  of^fae 
bope^of  the  Chevalier  d^  la  LQzer!»e.  I  thought  it  itty 
d^y  td  remttid  the  Count  de  Mommorin^  the  other  day, 
of  the  Jong  absence  of  their  Minister  from  *  Congress ; 
his  told'  me  the  Chev$lier  de  la  Luzerne  Would  not  be 
sent  back,  but  that  we  might  rely  that  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober a  person  would  be  sent,  with  whom  we  should  be 
content ;  he  did  not  name  the  person,  though*  there  is  ncK 
doubt  thai  it  is  the  Count  de  Moustie)'.  It  is  an  ifppoint- 
meht.wbieh,  according  to  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of 
him,  bids  las  fair  to  give  content  as  any  one  which  could  be 
made. 

I  also 'mentioned  in  iny  last  letter  tbatl  hard  proposed  > 
the  reducing  the  substance  of  M.  de  Galonne's  letter  into 
the  form  of  an  cirr^^  with  some  alterations,  whfch,  on 
consultation  with  the  merchants  at  the"  different  ports  I 
visited,  I  had  fouifyd  to  be  necessary.     I  received  soon  at' 
ter  a  letter  from  1i>e  Comptrbller  General,  hiforraing  me  » 
that  the  letter  of  Monsieur  de  Calonne  was  in  a  course 
(^execution.  Of  this,  I  enclose  you  a  copy.  I  was  in  that 
moment  enclosing  to  liim  my  general  observations  on  that 
letter,  a  t50py  of  which  is  also  enclosed  ;  in  this,  I  stated 
aU  the  alterations  1  wished  to  have  made.     It  became  ex- 
pedient sdOti  after  to  bring  on  the  article  of  tobacco,  first  • 
taftnow  whether  the  Farmers  had  executed  the  orders  of 
Berot,  and  also  to  prepare  some  arrangements  to  succeed  * 
the  expiration  of  this  order  ;  so  that  I  am  now  pursuing ' 
ibe  whole  subject  of  our  dommerce.    1st.  To  have  nfe-'' 
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cMsaiy  •iiMvidiBetil^  mtd9  ini^de  C«looiia'«  Wtter  ;  Sit 
To  put  14  iDloa  more  c^fe form ;  3d^  To  Imlyo  Aid  jBMeti- 
tbn  of  the  order  of  Bemi ;  44hr  To  provide  urao§eiMDl9 
for  tbe  article  of  tobacco,  after  that  ordeir  sball  be  eos- 
pired.  By  tbe  cof^:of  vfiy  letter  on  the  tvi^  last  poinu, 
you  will  perceive  tbal  I  again  press  tbe  atteotion  of  the 
farm  of  tbis  anick ;  tl^  copfej^oees  on  tbat  sulgect  ffr0 
DO  bope  of  effecting  tbat ;  some  poor  palliatire  js  proba* 
bly  all  we  sball  obtain.  Tbe  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  goes 
baod  in  band  with  me  in  s41  tbeso  traosaedoas,  aad  is  aa 
invaluable  auxiliary  to  me,  I  bope  it  will  not  be  imput- 
ed eitber  to  partiality  or  affectation,  my  Jdaming  this  gen* 
tl^oaii  so  often  in  my  despatches ;  wer^  J  not  to  do  it,  it 
would  be  a  suppression  of  truth,  and  as  taking  to  my^lf 
the  whole  merit,  where  be  has  tbe  greatest  share. 

The  Emperor,  on  bis  return  to  Vienna,  discovered 
tb»  couoessions  of  bis  Governors  General  to  )u&  subj^eots 
of  Brabant ;  be,  at  tbe  sam^  lime,  p^posed. their  sanding 
deputies  to  him,  to  consult  on  their  afiairs ;  tbfsy  re&ised 
in  tbe  first  moment,  but  afterwards  nomin^d  deputies, 
without  giving  them  any  4>pwer,  bowey^,  to  concede 
any  thi^g;  in  the^neaqtiqfie,  they  are  iinning  and  traioii^ 
themselves.  Probably  the  Emperor  will  avail  himsdf  of 
the  aid  of  these  deputies  to  tread  hack;  bis^steps;  be  will 
be  the  more  prompt  to  do  this,  tbajt  be  may  be  in  readi<- 
nfiss  to  act  freely,  if  be  fi^s  occasion,  in  tbe  new  scenes 
preparing  in  Holland ;  what  tbese  will  be,  cannot  be 
foreseen.  You  well  know  that  the  ori|^l  party  divi- 
sions of  tbat  eouptry  weif  into  StadtMderians,  aristXH 
a»is,  and  democmjts ;  there  was  a  suhdivisiAoof  tbe  aris* 
tocrats  into  violent  «ind  pooderate,  which  was  important ; 
tbe  vk4f0t  arbtoorats  would  have  wisfaed  10  pceffe^ve  aM 
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the  po\vers  of  goyerom^nt  ii^tbe  bands  of  the. regents, 
md,  that  theae  should  reo^ain  self-elective ;  but,  choosing 
to  receive  a  modifiqation  of  these  powers  frota  the  Stadt- 
holder  rather  than  from  the  people^  they  threw  them-, 
selves  into  his  scale.  The  moderate  aristocrats  would 
have  consented  to  a  tennperate  mixture  of  defnocracy, 
and  particularly  that  the  regents  should  be  elected  by 
the  peppk;  they  were  the  declared  enemies  of  the 
Stadtholder,  and  acted  in  cencert  with  th^  democrats,, 
forming,  with  them,  whet  w^re  called  tha  patripts.  It  is 
\im  opinion  of  di^pRS8M>oate  people  oo  th^  spot  that 
tbtir.view^  nVigtit.  have  been  effected,  but  the  democratic 
party  aimed  at  mpre ;  they  talked  of  establishing  tribunes 
of  the  p^ple,  of  annual  accounts,^  of  depriving  the  mat 
gtstrat^at  t\^  will  qf  the  people,  fec.^  of  enforcing  all 
this  with  the  arms  in  the  bands  of  the  corps  francs,  and 
in  some  plaoes,  as  at  Heusden,,  Sprongi  $z;c.>  began  the 
execution  of  these  projects;  the  moderate  aristocrats 
ibupd  it  diffioult  to  strain  their  principles  to  tlus  pitch,  a 
schism  took  place  between  them  ^nd  the  democrats^  and 
the  foroaer  have  {br  some  time  been  d;;opping  off  frotn 
tfaa  hilter  into  the  ^ala  of  the  Stadtholder.  This  is  the 
fatal  coajition  which  gpverns  [wixbotH  obs^cle  in  Zealand, 
Frifsslabd^  and  Guelderland,  which  consutute  the  Spates 
of  Utrecht  and  Araersfort,  and,  with  their  aid,  the  plu- 
rality in  the  States  General.  The  States  of  Holland, 
Groningjsn,  and  Qveryasel,  vote,  as.yet>  in  the  opposi^on  ; 
b<»t  the  coaljtipn  gains  g,round  in  the  Stjates  of  Hdland, 
am)  has  beea  pieval^iat  in  the  Council  of  Amsterdam. 
If:  jis  pcQgresB  be  not  stopped  by  a  little  moderation  in 
tbeidanmsil^s.it  will  turn  the  scale  decidedly  in  favor  of 
tlia  S^tbo)!di#r^  ia  tl)«^«vent  i^f  their  b^ing  left  to  them- 
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selves,  without  foreign  interference.  If  ^foreign  powers 
iaterfere^  their  prospect  does  not  brighten.  I  see  no  sure 
friends  to  tlie  patriots,  But  Prance;  while  Prussia  and 
Ekigland  are  their  assured  enemies.  Nor  is  it  probable 
that  characters  so  greedy,  so  enterpri^^ing,  as  the  Empe- 
ror and  Empress,  will  be  idle  during  such  a  struggle; 
their  views  have  long  shown  which  side  they  would  take. 
That  France  lias  engaged  to  interfet^  and  support  the 
patriots,  is  beyond  doubt.  This  engagement  was  enter-' 
ed  into  during  the  life  of  tKe  late  fiing  of  Prussia,  whose 
eye  was  principally  directed  on  the  Emperor,  and  whose 
dispositions  towards  the  Prince  of  Orange  would  have 
permitted  him  to  be  clipped  a  Kttle  close  ;  but  the  pres- 
ent King  comes  in  with  warmer  dispositions  towards  the 
Princess,  his  sister.  He  has  sliown  decidedly  that  he  w3l 
support  her,  even  to  the  destruction  of  the  balance  of 
Europe,  and  the  disturbance  of  its  peace.  The^King  of 
England  has  equally  decided  to  support  that  house,  at 
the  risfi  of  plunging  his  nation  into  another  war.  He 
supplies  the  Prince  with  money.  At  this  moment  a  par- 
ticular remittance  of  one  hundred  and'  twenty  thousand 
guineas  is  known  of,  but  his  Ministry  is  divided.  Pitris 
against  the  King'^s  opinion,  the  Dtike  of  Richmond  and 
the  rest  of  the  Ministers  for  it;  or  at  least  such  is  the  be-* 
lief  here.  Mr.  Adams  will  have  informed  you  more 
certainly.  This  division  in  the  English  Ministry,  with 
the  ill  condition  of  their  finances  forthe  war,  pipoduces  a 
disposition,  even  in  the  King,  to  try  first  eVery  pacific 
measure  ;  and  that  country  and  this  were  laboring  joints 
ly  to  stop  the  conrse  of  bostilhies  in  Holland,  to  endeavoiiP 
to  effect  an  accommodation,  and  were  scareeljr  exeeutmg 
at  all  the  armaments  ordered  in  their  ports,  when;  all  of  a 
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suddoD,  an  ioflainnialory  letter,  written  by  the  Princess  of 
Orange  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  induces  bim,  without 
consulting   Euglaqd,   without   consulting   eren  his  own 
CkMiacil,  to  issue  orders  bf  himself,  to  his  generals,  to 
match  twenty  thousand  men  to  revenge  the  insult  sup- 
posed to  be  offered  to  his  sister.    With  a  pride  and  ego- 
tiam  planted  in  the  heart  of  every  Kii^,  lie  considers  her 
being  stopped  in  the  road  as  a  sufficient  cause  to  sacri- 
fice a  hundred  or  two  thousand  of  his  own  subjects,  and 
as  many  of  his  enemies,  and  to  spread  fire,  swcHrd,  and 
desolation  over  the  half  of  Europe.    This  hasty  measure 
has  embarrassed  England ;  undesiroas  of  war,  if  it  cam 
be  avoided,  yet  uQWilling  to  separate  from  the  power  who 
is  to  render  its  success  probable.      Still  ydu  may  bf  as- 
sured that  that  Court  is  going  on  in  concurrence  with  tbis,^ 
to  prevent  extremities,  if  possible ;  always  understood  that 
if  the  war  cannot  be  prevented,  they  will  enter  into  it  ad 
parties,  and  in  opposition  to  one  another.     This  evoit  is, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  deprecated  by  the  friends  of  France. 
She  never  was  equal  to  such  a  war  by  land,  and  such  a 
one  by  sea ;  and  less  so  now,  than  in  any  moment  of  the 
present  reign.    You  remember  that  the  nation  was  in  a 
dehrium  of  joy  on  the  convocation  of  the  Notables,  and 
on  the  various  reformations  agreed  on  between  them  and 
the  Governmept.     The  pictune  of  the  distress  of  their 
finances  was  indeed  frightful,  but  the  intentions  to  re- 
duce them  to  order  seemed  serious.     The  constitutional 
reformations  have  gone  on  weH,  but  those  of  expenses 
make  little  progress ;  some  of  the  most  obviously  useless 
have  indeed  been  lopped  ofi^  bot  the  remainder  is  a  heavy 
mass,  difficult  to  be  reduced.     Despair  has  seized  every 
mind,  and  they  hsi^e  passed  from  an  extreme  of  joy  to  one 
Vol.  III. — 18 
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of  discontent.  The  ParliameDt,  therefore^  ojfipose  the 
registering  any  new  tax,  and  insist  on  an  assembly  of  the 
States  -General. 

The  object  of  this  is  to  limit  the  expenses,  and  dictate 
a  constitution.  The  edict  for  the  stamp  tax  has  been  the 
subject  of  reiterated  orders  and  refusals  to  register ;  at 
lengthy  the  King  has  sumnnotied  the  Parliament  to  Ver- 
sailles, to  hold  a  bed  of  justice,  in  which  he  will  order 
(hem  it  person  to  register  the  edict.  At  the  nKxnent  of 
my  writing,  they  are  gone  to  Versailles  for  this  purpose  ; 
there  will  yet  remain  to  them  to  protest  against  the  re- 
gister as  forced,  and  to  issue  orders  agamst  its  execution^ 
on  pain  of  death ;  but  as  the  King  would  have  no  peace* 
able  opposition  left,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they 
will  push  the  matter  to  this  extremity.  It  is  evident,  I 
think,  that  the  spirit  of  this  country  b  advancing  towards 
a  revolution  in  their  constitution  ;  there  are  not  wanting 
persons  at  the  helm,  friends  to  the  progress  of  this  spirk ; 
the  provincial  assemblies  will  be  the  most  probable  in- 
strument of  effecting  it*  Since  Writing  thus  far,  I  have 
received  an  intimation  that  it  wiH  be  agreeabte  not  to 
press  our  commercial  regulations  at  this  moment,  the 
Ministry  being  too  much  occupied  with  the  difficulties 
surrounding  them  to  spare  a  moment  on  any  subject 
which  will  admit  of  delay  ;  our  *  business  must,  therefore, 
be  suspended  for  a  while ;  to  press  it  out  of  season,  would 
be  to  defeat  it.  It  would  be  felt  as  a  vital  benefit  here, 
could  we  relieve  their  finances,  by  paying  wliat  we  owe. 
Congress  will  judge,  by  Mr.  Adams's  letters,  how  far 
the  transferring  all  our  debts  in  this  country  to  Holland, 
is  practicable,  or  the  replenishing  their  treasury  with 
our  principal  and  bterest.     L  should  not  be  afraid  to 
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«tA:  eoQcessions  in  favor  of  our  West  India  trade;  it 
would  prodtiGe  a  great  change  of  opinion  as  to  us  ami 
our  affairs.  lu  the  Assemblee  des  Notables  bard  things 
were  said  of  us;  they  were  induced,  however,  in  comtioit-^ 
thig  Us  to  writing,  to  smothei:  their  ideas  a  litth^.  In  theif 
votes,  now  gone  to  be  printed,  our  debt  is  describdd^  ij» 
these  werds:  "The  twenty-first  article  in  the' account 
of  receipts,  consisting  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  due  to  his 
Majesty  from  the  United  States,  cannot  be  taken  into 
consideration,  except  it  is  for  the  sake  of  reference ; 
although  that  debt  seems  to  be  well  secured,  it  may, 
nevertheless,  be  a  great  while  before  it  can  be  collected, 
principal  as  well  as  interest;  and  it  cannot,  consequently, 
enter  into  the  calculation  of  the  current  annual  receipts^ 
That  article  amounts  to  1,600,000  livres."  Above  all 
things,  it  is  desirable  to  hush  the  forfeign  officers  by  pay- 
ment; their  wants,*  the  nature  of  therr  services,  theif 
access  to  high  characters,  and  connexions  with  therii, 
bespeak  the  reasons  for  this.  I  hear,  also,  that  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  means  to  make  himself  heard,  if  a  memo- 
rial, which  he  sends  by  an  agent  in  the  present  packet,  is 
not  attended  to  as  he  thinks  it  ought  to  be.  He  called 
on  me  with  it,  and  desired  me  to  recommend  his  case  to 
a  decision,  and  to  note  in  my  despatch  that  it  was  the 
first  time  he  had  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject :  this  is 
true,  it  being  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him ;  but  my  re- 
commendations would  be  as  misplaced  as  unnecessdry^ 
I  assured  him  Congress  would  do  in  that  business  what 
justice  should  require,  and  their  means  enable  them  to. 
The  information  sent  nie  by  Mr.  Montgomery  from  Ali- 
cant,  of  the  death  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers^  was  not  true ; 
I  had  e^ipressed  my  doubt  of  it  ih  my  last,  when  I  com- 
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Description  of  the  Captain. 
Captain  Adolph  Frederick  Dablberg  wa«  born  in  the 
ehy  of  Calmar,  in  Sweden;  be  is  oC  a  middliug  suture, 
father  small  tbao  large,  his  person  s()ort  and  thick  ;  be  has 
l»lack  eyes>  dark  comjplexioo,  and  black  bair. 

J)escription  of  the   Swedish  ship   or   galeasse    Marie 
Elizabeth. 

.  The  ship  is  built  of  oak  and  pine,  twenty-two  lasts,  or 
about  forty-four  English  tons  burden,  built  and  rigged  as 
a  galeasse  or  hocre  galeasse.  When  she  left  Calmar,  she 
liad.  streaks  painted  black  all  around  the  ship ;  there  was  a 
•mall  figure  of  a  Woman  painted  on  the  stem,  and  under 
;Cbat  figure  was  written  the  name  of  the  ship,  itforie 
JEUzabeth;  and  there  was  a  break,  which  contracted  a 
little  the  dimensions  of  the  bold. 

The  owner  of  the  ship  is  Baron  de  Roxeudorfi. 

MEMOBIAL. 

To  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  Minister  and  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy. 

The  Qwners  and  captains  of  several  ships  beloi^og  to 
tbe  United  Slates  of  America,  allifis  of  his  moat  Cbris- 
itan  Majesty,  aod .actually  moored  in  the  road  of  Pomt-a- 
Petre,  humbly  petition,  saying  that  there  has  been  com- 
municated to  them  a  decree  of  the  King,  ordering  tbat 
the  port  of  Point-a-Petre  should  be  shut  to  them,  and 
tfiat  tbe  road  of  Basseterre  is  exobisty^  open  to  receive 
ibem. 
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The  petitioners  take  the  liberty  to  represent,  in  the 
most  humble  manner,  to  your  Excellency,  that  such  a  re 
volution  in  the  American  commerce  of  these  parts  will 
be  a  fatal  one  to  the  continent,  as  well  as  to  the  colqny 
oTGuadaloupe,  and  that  the  Americans  will  be  obliged  to 
compare  it  to  ahnost  a  total  prohibition. 

Being  entirely  convinced  of  the  ardent  desire  of  your 
Excellency  to  encourage  the  comme^rce  of  the  colonies 
confided  to  your  Ministry,  and  being  assured  of  the  be- 
nevolence which  characterizes  your  actions,  the  peti- 
tioners (in  hopes  of  obtaining  their  request)  take  the 
liberty  of  addressing  themselves  to  you.  In  order  that 
you  should  place  before  his  most  Christian  Majesty  the 
inconveniences,  without  number,  which  the.  exiecution  of 
i)is  order  will  occasion.  The  dangers  to  which  their  ship^ 
will  be  exposed  in  the  road  of  Basseterre  during  the  hur- 
ricane months — a  continual  swell  of  the  sea — unavoidable 
delays  in  the  expeditions — their  boats  dashed  to  pieces 
on  their  debarking,  as  well  as  embarking—^  great  many 
expenses  to  which  their  coimqercial  operations  will  be 
subjected  by  the  situation  of  that  road,  and  which  the 
little  valne  of  their  cargoes  will  be  unable  to  pay — all 
this  is  only  a  feeble  sketch  of  their  situation.  As  the 
sale  of  their  cargoes  cannot  be  as  advantageous  at  Basse- 
terre as  it  is  at  Pointra-Petre,  a  less  number  of  ships 
will  go  tbere ;  and  their  return  cargoes,  consisting  of  rum 
and  syrup,  which  are  more  abundant  at  the  Grandeterre 
and  its  neighborhood,  the  petitioners  would  have  the  great 
advanuge  of  transporting,  in  one  day,  and  in  their  own 
boats,  the  necessary  articles  for  those  cargoes ;  instead  of 
this,  they  will  be  eompellecji  to  freight  vessels  for  the 
iranaportation  of  their  cai'goes   to  Basseterre.    By  this 
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expensive  manner  of  bading,  their  profits  are  considera 
bly  diminished,  and  they  s^e  themselves  subjected  still  to 
a  certain  loss,  by  tlie   leakage  of  the  rum  and  syrap, 
during  their  transportation  to  Basseterre. 

The  situation  of  Point-a-Petre  offers  them  great  ad- 
vaiQtages  :  the  navigation  of  the  Salt  river,  the  beautiful 
surrounding  sea,  the  facility  with  which  they  transport 
their  goods  amongst  the  planters,  and  thb  exactness  of 
the  payments.  The  inhabitants,  by  that  means,  receive 
the  necessary  articles  at  a  lower  price.  Should  they  be 
compelled  to  go  to  Basseterre  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing them,  and  at  the  same  time  be  compelled  to 
transport  there  their  produce  in  payment,  their  rum  and 
syrup  will  be  lessened  in  value,  and  the  good^  purchased 
will  increase  in  price  for  the  plauter;  whilst,  at  the  same 
time,  the  freight  and  other  expenses  of  transportation  will 
enhance  the  price  of  the  produce  to  the  petitioners. 

They  address  themselves  to  the  humanity  and  to  the 
benevolenee  of  your  Excellency,  entreating  you  to  repre- 
sent to  his  Majesty  the  grievous  and  embarrassing  situa- 
tion in  which  they  find  themselves.  The  interest  of  the 
planters  being  intimately  connected  with  theirs,  they  hope 
that  his  Majesty  wiU,  on  your  representation,  deliver 
them  from  that  unfortunate  position  ;  that  he  will  eonde«* 
scend  to  annli^  bis  decree;  and  that  he  will  order  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be  car- 
ried on,  as  heretofore,  with  the  port  of  Point-4-Pf  tre  oa]y^ 
The  petitioners  fiiktter  themselves  that  you  wHi  receive 
favorably  their  supplications. 

Your  mediation,  in  a  cause  so  especi«flly  connected 
with  the  industry  and  prosperity  of  the  petitioners^  as 
well  as  that  of  the  colony  of  Guadaloupe^  wlH   make 
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theitt  fofcver  grtiteful,  and  their  prayers  for  the  prosperity 
0f  your  Highness  shall  be  addressed  to  Hearcn  with 
fervor.  It  is  the  only  proof  they  can  give  of  the  respect 
and  of  the  veneration  they  have  for  you. 

Point-k-Petre,  Island  of  Gruadaloupe,  May  3,  1787. 
(Signed)  Joseph  Sevein,  Daniel  Wookey,  James 
Jones,  Nathl.  Saunders,  Wm.  Wyles, 
Nich.  Stilwell,  Isaac  Tubbs,  John  Mar- 
shall, Thomas  Webb,  Jona.  Mason,  Jno. 
Peabody,  Paul  Vast,  Peter  Le  Breton, 
Forten  Moore,  Wm.  Russel,  Nath.  Wit- 
more,  Phoenix  Frazier,  Joseph  Wells, 
Benj.  Sbillaber,  Rich.  Tappan. 


FROM    THOMAS     BARCLAY     TO   JOHN    ADAMS    AND    THOMAS 
JEFFERSON. 

L'Orieni,  July  13,  1787. 
-Gentlemen, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose*  you  two  books,  of 
eighty-two  pages,  contaming  all  my  accounts  respecting 
my  mission  to  Morocco  ;  by  which  you  will  see  that  the 
amount  of  the  expenses  attending  the  negotiation,  includ- 
ing the  presents,  and  all  the  travelling  charges  of  Mr. 
Franks  and  myself,  amount  to  95,179Ki».  lOsous,  which 
sum  I  shaH  place  to  the  debit  of  the  United  States. 
The  particulars  of  the  purchases  made,  and  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  all  the  presents,  together  with  an  account 
of  the  articles  remaining  on  hand,  make  a  jpart  of  these 
accounts  ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  any  thing  whatever  is 
left  unexplained,  when  I  have  told  you  that  my  reason 
lor  leaving  the  lawns  and  cambrics  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Champion,  of  this  place,  for  sale,  was,  because  the  Far- 
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mers  General  would  not  permit  oie  to  carry  tbani  oat  of 
the  town  by  land.  Mr.  Clwimpion  died,  suddenly,  in 
April  last,  and  at  present  nothing  i$  done  or  can  be  dbne 
in  his  affairs,  which  ^re  all  sealed  up  by  the  judges,  and 
are  likely  to  remain  so  some  time.  ,  I  shall  direct  the  ac- 
count of  the  goods  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
LoreHfae  here,  in  order  that  be  may  claim  them. 

I  annex  an  Account  of  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Adams, 
amounting  to  £4,645  sterling,  £100  of  which,  in  favor  of 
M.  Grand,  he  writes  to  me,  mms  nevet  sent  forward  for 
acceptance;  in  which  case,  J  have  promised  to  account 
with  him  for  it ;  and  then  the  amount  will  be  £4^545 
sterling,  which,  supposing  the  exchange  to  be  on  an^ av- 
erage 24/tv.  the  pound  sterling,  clear  of  negotiating  fees 
in  Paris,  the  sum  will  be,  in  livres,  109,080 ;  so  that,  upon 
this  account,  I  shall  remain  indebted  to  the  United  States 
(until  I  make  a  settlement  with  them,  and  until  I  know 
what  I  am  to  charge  for  my  voyage)  13,901 /it?.  lOsous. 
I  have  also  ^ome  suspicion  that  I  must  have  drawq  a  bill 
not  included  in  this  account,  but  I  am  not  certain,  as  most 
of  my>  papers  are  at  St.  Germain's.  Mr.  Adams  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  procure  from  the  banker  who  paid  the  drafts 
an  account  of  the  particulars,  and  transmit  it  to  me,  under 
cover  to  Mr.  Jay,  at  New  York ;  .assuring  himself  that  a 
final  settlement  shall  be  made,  to  the  entire  satisfaction,  of 
Congress,  and  that  of  you,  gentlemen. 

The  necessity  I  am  under  of  hastening  out  to  America 
should  not  have  prevented  my  waiting  on  Mr.  Adams  in 
London,  for  his  commands,  had  not  Mr.  Je^erson  given 
me  a  full  dispensation  on.  that  head,  and,  therefore,  I 
know  Mr.  Adams  will  excuse  me. 

Before  I  take  leave,  permit  me  to  thank  you  both  for 
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the  many  marks  of  esteem  and  attention  with  which  ]rou 
have  honored  me,  and  to  request  most  earnestly  a  con- 
tinuancet  of  that  regard,  which  I  sincerely  assure  you  is 
very  precious  to,  gentlemen, 

Your  most,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

P.  S.  The  precise  exchange  of  the  bilk  cannot  be  ad* 
justed,  until  I  receive  M«  Qrand's  accounts. 
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1786 
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May  26 
June  13 
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Aug.  11 
Dec.  3 
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(C 

Feb.  10 

((. 

April  3 


Favor. 

M.  Gran4 
M.  Darcel 
M.  Grand 

do. 

do. 

doi 

do. 

do. 
M.  Daroel 

do. 
M.  Grand 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Dmiihet  &  Co. 
Lynch  &  Bellew 
Mrs.  Barclay 
Lynch  &  Bellew 
Druilhet  &  Co. 
Francis  Picc^t^^rez 
Wm.  Fred.  Ast 
Mrs.  Barclay 
Ljmch  &  Bellew 


>  Paris. 


Prom. 

1201 
100 
100 
200 
100 
100 
100 
200 
200 
200 
100 
200 
200 
200 

100    Bayonne. 
250    Madrid.    / 
300    Cadiz. 
100    Mogadore. 
750    Daralbeyda. 
400'  Madrid. 
150    AUcant. 
50  do. 

•100  do. 

325    Barcelona. 


^4,645  Sterling. 


•  Probably  this  bill  was  for  only  .^50. 
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FBOM  THOMAS   JAFffillSON  TO   GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 

Pftris,  August  14,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  was  happy  to  find,  by  the  letter  of  August  Ist,  1786, 
which  you  did  roe  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  that  the 
modern  dress  for  your  statue  would  meet  your  approba- 
tion. I  fouiid  it  istrongly  the  sentimeiH  of  West,  Copley, 
Trumbull,  and  Brown,  in  London ;  after  which,  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  add  that  it  was  my  pwn.  I  think  a 
modern  in  an  antique  dress  as  just  an  object  of  ridicule  as 
a  Hercules  or  Marius  with  a  periwig  and  chapeau«>bra8. 

I  remeinber  having  written  to  you,  while  Congress 
sat  at  Annaj3olis,  On  the  water  communication  between 
ours  and  the  western  country,  and  to  have  mentioned, 
particularly,  the  information  1  had  received  of  the  plain 
face  of  the  country  between  the  sources  of  Big  Beaver 
and  Cuyahoga,  which  made  me  hope  that  a  canal,  of  no 
great  expense,  might  unite  the  navigation  of  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Ohio.  You  must  since  have  had  occasion  of 
getting  better  information  on  this  subject;  and  if  you 
have,  you  will  oblige  me  by  a  communication  of  it.  I 
consider  this  canal,  if  practicable,  as  a  very  important 
wprk. 

I  remain  in  hopes  of  great  and  good  efiect<i  from  the 
decision  of  the  assembly  over  which  you  are  presiding. 
To  make  our  States  one  as  to  all  foreign  concerns,  pre- 
serve them  several  as  to  all  merely  domestic,  to  give  to 
the  federal  head  some  peaceable  mode  of  enforcing  its 
just  authority,  to  organize  that  bead  into  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  departments,  are  great  desiderata 
in  our  federal  constitution.     Yet,  with  all  its  defects,  and 
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witli  all  those  of  our  particular  Goveroinetits,  the  idccd- 
veniences  resulting  from  them  are  so  light,  in  comparison 
with  those  existing  in  every  other  Government  on  earth, 
that  Our  citizens  may  certainly  be  considered  as  in  the 
happiest  political  situation  which  exists. 

The  AMemJUee  dti  NotaiAes  has  been  productive  of 
onuch  good  in  this  country.  The  reformation  <of  some 
of  the  most  oppressive  laws  has  taken  place.  The  allot- 
ment of  the  State  into  subordinate  governments,  the  ad- 
Buoistration  of  which  is  committed  to  persons  chosen  by 
the  people,  will  work,  tQ  time,  a  very  bene6cial  change 
in  ibeit  eonstitution.  The  expense  of  the  trappings  of 
Hionarchy,  too,  is  lightening.  Many  of  the  useless  offi- 
cers, h^h  and  low,  of  the  King,  Queen,  and  Princes,  are 
struck  o£  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  discovery  of 
the  abominable  abuses  of  the  pttUic  money  by  the  late 
Comptroller  General,  some  new  ^penaes  of  the  Court 
sot  of  a  piece  with  the  projects  of  reformation,  and  the 
anpontion  of  new  taxes,  have,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weidLS,  raised  a  spirit  of  discontent  in  thi^  nation,  so 
great  and  so  general,  as  to  threaten  serious  eonsequences. 
The  Pariiaments  in  general,  and  particularly  that  of 
Paras,  pot  themselves  at  the  bead  of  this  efibrveseence, 
and  direct  its  obfect  to  the  calling  the  States  General, 
who  have  not  been  assembled  since  1614.  The  object 
is  to  fi^  a  constitution,  and  to  limit  expenses.  The  KTuig 
has  been  obliged  to  hold  a  bed  of  justice,  to  enforce  the 
regisleric^  the  new  taxes ;  the  Parliament,  on  their  side, 
purpose  to  issue  a  prohibition  agamst  their  execution. 
Very  probably  this  may  bring  on  their  exile.  The  mild 
and  patriotic  character  of  th^  new  Ministry  is  the  prin- 
cipd  dependance  against  thb  extremity. 
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Tbe  turn  which  tlie  atfairs  of  Europe  will  take^  is  not 

yet  decided. 

«.*        *        ««        «        «        «.« 

A  war,  wherein  France,  Holland^  and  Ehgknd  should 
be  parties,  seems  prima  facie  to  promise  much  advan- 
tage to  us.  But,  in  the  first  place,  no  war  can  be  safe 
for  US,  which  threatens  France  with  an  unfavorable  issue. 
And,  in  the  next,  it  will  probably  embark  us  again  into 
the  ocean  of  speculation ;  engage  us  to  overtrade  our- 
selves ;  convert  us  into  sea-rovers,  under  French  and 
Dutch  cdlors ;  divert  u&  from  agriculture,'  which  is  our 
wisest  pursuit,  because  it  wiH,  in  the  end,  contribute 
most  to  real  wealth,  good  morals,  and  happiness.  The 
wealth  acquired  by  speculation  and  plunder  is  fugaci<Nis 
in  its  nature,  and  fills^  society  with  the  spirit  of  gambling. 
The  moderate  and  sure  income  of  husbandry  begets 
permanent  improvement,  quiet  life,  and  orderly  comkKst, 
both  public  and  private.  We  have  no  occasion  for  more' 
commerce  than  to  take  off  our  superfluous  produce,  and 
the  people  complain  that  some  restrictions  prevent  this ; 
yet,  (he  price  of  articles  with  us,  in  general,  shows  the 
contrary.  Tobacco,  indeed,  is  low,  Bot  because  we  can- 
not carry  it  where  we  pileftse,  but  because  we  make 
more  than  the  consumption  requires.  Upon  the  whde, 
I  think  {ieace  advantageous  to  us,  necessary  for  Europe, 
and  desirable  for  humanity.  A  few  days  will  decide, 
probably,  whether  all  th^se  considerations  are  to  give 
way  to  the  bad  passions  of  Kings^  and  those  who  would 
be  Kings.     I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &€., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.     August  I5th.    The  Parliament  is  exiled  to 
Troyes,  this  morning.  T.  J. 
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FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Paris,  August  15,  1787.  ^ 
Sr, 

An  American  gentleman  leaving  Paris  this  afternoon, 
to  go  by  the  way  of  L'Orient  to  Boston,  furnishes  me 
the  rare  occasion  of  a  conveyance,  other  than  the  packet, 
sure  and  quick.  My  letter  by  the  packet  informed  you 
of  the  bed  of  justice  for  enregistering  the  stamp  tax  and 
land  tax.  The  Parliament,  on  their  return,  came  to  an 
arriie^  (a  resolution,)  which,  besides  protesting  against, 
the  enregistering,  as  done  by  force,  laid  the  foundation 
for  an  arret  de  defence  (an  act)  against  the  execution  of 
the  two  new  laws.  The  question  on  the  final  arret  was 
adjourned  to  the  day  before  yesterday.  It  is  belicTed 
that  they  did  not  conclude  on  this  arr^^,  as  it  has  not  ap- 
peared; However,  there  was  a  concourse  of  about  ten 
thdusand  people  at  the  Parliament-bouse,  who,  on  their 
adjournment,  received  them  with  acclamations  of  joy, 
loosened  the  horses  of  the  most  eminent  spes^kers  against 
the  tax  from  their  carriages,  and  drew  them  home.  This 
morning  the  Parliament  is  exiled  to  T#oyes.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  proceed  principally  from  the  fear  of  a  popular 
commotion  here. 

The  officer  charged  by  this  Court  to  watch  the  English 
squadron,  which  was  under  sailing  orders,  returned  about  a 
week  ago,  with  inibrmauon  that  it  had  sailed,  having 
shaped  its  course  westwardly.  This  is  another  step  to- 
wards wan  It  is  the  more  suspicious,  as  their  Minister 
htre  denies  the  fact.  Count  Adhemar  is  here  from  Lon- 
don, by  leave  from  his  Court.  The  Duke  of  Dorset, 
the  British  Ambassador  here,  has  lately  gone  to  London, 
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on  leave.  Neither  of  these  Ambassadors  has  tlie  con6« 
dence  of  his  Court,  od  the  point  of  abilities.  The  latter 
merits  it  for  his  honesty.  The  Minister  of  the  British 
Court,  resident  here,  remains ;  but  Mr.  Eden,  their  Am- 
bassador to  Spain,  under  pretence  of  taking  this  to  his 
route,  is  in  truth  their  factotum  in  the  present  emergency. 
Nothing  worth,  noting  has  occurred  since  my  last^  ehber 
in  the  Dutch  or  Austrian  Netherlands. 

i  have  tb.e-bonor^o  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rnOM   JOHK  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JErFIRSON. 

Office  for  I'oreign  Affairs,        } 
October  24,  1787.  JT 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  the  8tb  ult.,  wlien  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  have 
been  favored  with  your  letters  of  the  6tb  and  15tb  Au- 
gust last,  which,  togetlier  with  the  papers  mentiooed  in 
the  first  of  them,  were  immediately  laid  before  Con- 
gress. 

Although  the  opinion  of  the  most  judicious  and  well- 
informed  seems  to  be  tbat  France  and  Britain  will  avoid 
war,  and  unite  their  councils  and  their  efforts  to  preserve 
peace,  yet,  as  great  events  are  often  produced  by  latent 
and  litde  circumstances^  especially  between  Courts  wbo 
distru$t  each  other,  I  should  not  be  aurprbed  if,  netwitii- 
standing  their  wishes  to  the  ccmtraiy,  something  sboubl 
happen  to  frustrate  their  pacific  designs. 

You  will  receive^  herewith  enclosed,  two  letiers  from 
me  dated  the  27th,  cohcemii^  the  Consular  Convention, 
wilb  a  dommiasion  to  ybn  to  tatia  on*;  lod  also  aceni- 


ltd  f^jff  0f  wi  ftcl  oC  C«#«is  of  tb«  aad  fvif^  mi 
the  subject  of  tbe  Morboeo  treaty  m^d  popJBfSi  Thb 
v»ot  of  n  Afe  «Dd  pririle  dvDvejfwoH  lito,  tmdt  o<lfw, 
4el»yed  tho  irftMmiJsiidDof  thme  baers^imd  this  Mt  I 
al$d  eoelooe  ibe  folloiUDg  papers^  i^iz :  <        . 

1.  A  certified  co^y  cff.^tt-  adt  of  Congiefesr  of  S6ti» 
^p4«fiib^r»  re9peci^  dmids  oil  good$  knpoitad  fey  ftr- 
eigh  Consuls. 

2.  A  cGfdfi^  copy  ^  fm  afct  of  Sd  Octob^  itlsUtit, 
NvtUKding  you  to^  to  promote  aiiy  nesotiatioo  for  trine*- 
ferriag  tbdt>debc  duv  lo  Francet  from  tfae  United  States. 

3;  A  ceitifitd  copy  ofata  act  6f  lltfa  October  inat.,  ap« 
proflring  tbe  aiaoBer  in  whiclr  tbe  priaa  money  doe  to  tbe 
crews  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  Alliance  has  heeit 
fli9tMNi  by  Fmnce^  AoA  dtveeioig  iheBoatd  of  Tteasary 
to  di^ribute  it  occiafdiilgly. 

4>  A  certified  cif  y  of  an  aOt  «f  i9di  October  instant, 
rmppoisting  yon  Minister  Ptenipotemisry  at  the*  Court  of 
VtrsaSIesy  together  miit  a  commiarion  and  ktter  of  ere- 
denee^  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  for  ycinr  kiformatiom 

S.  A  eertiied  copy  of  an  a6t  of  ISith  Octofaffr  instant, 
constituting  the  residue  of  tbe  money,  appropriated  thd 
i4lfa  February,  178&,  for  treaties  with  Bbroceo,  be.,  a 
find'  for  ledeeming  tb»  Amdooan  captiTes  at  Algms:; 
atid  ftdilpltQateof  tke  adt  of  18tb  July,  matroctiog  you  tor 
X^deem  them. 

6;  A  certified  donrof  ab  actf  of  d^  16(h  October 
iaalbnt,  dif{B6tiBg  yon^to  have  a  medal  struefc  in  honor  of 
Chevalier  Jones;  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  t&bis!moit  Chri»- 
liia>  Ifajjesty^  of  tbe  aaaie  dale,  on  tbe  aadle  sulg^t. 
€kM|;Nas  new  'pleased  to^^adbr  tite^  be  shottU  bo  tbo* 
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Iwir^^^  this  Ititen  l»ii^  i  ne^eMietals  ^^liak  h.  propti 
tbai  you  should  huve  a  •copy  «f  it.  •         *• 

7.i  Copy  of  a  let^Nr  of  the  Mtb  ulty^h)^  I- this  dty 
liecebrtd  feoifi  the  Gareroor  of  Rhode  Maodj  nepe^Aag 
me  to  transmit  to  you  thQ  papers,  which  aebeatpiiiMh, 
arid  which  i  dow  transmit  >aoeordin^.  .    ^  . 

8.  A  c6py  of  the  federal  goverMimt,  proposed  by 
the  late  convention. 

:9«  ^he  reqilisition  of  Congress,,  passed  the  1  Ith  in- 
stiffift,  and  their  printed  jouroais,  from  the  10th  May  te 
25th  September  la!^  inrhicby  with  those  hereloibre  sent, 
w^l  complete  ydursdt  from  the  6fh  November/ 1?86. 
lalso  send  the  newepapeie*  Aom  8A  Sefteeibor  Uh  this 
day-.  •..■■<'.'..  t 

As  ta  the  claims,  of  eertain  individuals  against  die 
State  of  South  Carolina,  I  have,  by  order  of  Coogress^ 
sent  an  extract  from  your  letter  on  tiiat  subject,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  papers  relative  to  it,  to  the  Gevimior 
of  ^'at  ^te/  in  order*  that  they  may  thereupon  take 
such  mei»uies  as  the  g6od  faith  of  the  Sti^^  and  the 
justice  doe  to  the  ibdividtakia  qnc^tien,  may  ap(>ear.to 
dictate.  ^  ' 

The  number  of  -States  repres^ted.  W.Coagrtts 
^Imest  daily  dkninishes,  aed^  I  mast  fear,  will  soon  be  -m 
reduced  as  not  to  leave  tbeik  in  oaipacity' io  despatofa^ 
any  business  requiring  nine.  .  ^    .  .  .  .^ 

Congress  has  been  pleased,  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  Mr.  Adams,  to  retuna;  and  I  eedo$e  a  copy  of  ibeir 
act,  on  that  head: 

As  yet,  lem  not  authoiiaed  to  say  any  thing  reli^ve.tt» 
the.  proposed  Post  CMfee  Coa^wntipB.  A  import  on  that 
subject  has  lain ,  many  months  befora^Gengjreaa^  and  still 
remains  undecided. 
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What  wiUr  be  the  itte  i^  riM  niew  comittttioo,  ts  it  is 
called,  cannot  easily  be  conjectured.  At  present,  the 
majority  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  it ;  but  there  will  probably 
be  ^  strong  opposition. in  some  of  the  States,  particularly 
in  this  and  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  be, 

JOHN  JAY. 


Office  for  Poreijgu  Affaire, _^  7 


FROM  JOHN  JAT   TO  THOMAS    JEFFXRSON 

Foreigu  Affai 
October  24, 1787, 


Sir, 

The 'despatches  a:IIuded  to  in  my  late  letters,  together  ' 
with  others  of  some  importance,  are  ready,  and  were  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed  to  you  by  this  packet ;  but  the  ^ 
gentleman  to  whose  care  they  were  committed  declining  ' 
to  go  in  her,  they  must  pass  to  you  by  some  othet  route* 
An  opinion  prevails  that  hostilities 'have  probaifoly  com- 
menced  between  France  and  Britain ;  and  such  is  its 
impression,  that  some  gentlemen,  who  proposed  to  sail  in 
the  French  packet,  think  it  most  advisable  to  t^ke  pasr* 
sage  in  an  American  vessel.    For  my  own  part,  I  think  ' 
their  apprehensions  are  premature ;  forj'^as  yet,  I  am  not 
informed  of  any  events  from  which  I  can  infer  a  probabili- 
ty that  war  has  taken  place.  • 

A  ne*w  commission,  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of 
y6tir  present  one,  has  been  ordered,  and  is  feady •  Tou  will 
receive  it  witH  the  abovementioned  despatches. 

Whh  sentiments  of  great  atid  sincere  esteem  and  re-  ' 
gard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee, 

JOHN  JAY. 


Paris,  Ap^ust  3Q,  lt87. 
Sir, 

Since  your  favor  of  July  lOtb,  mine  have  t^ep  of  «tv- 
ly  the  nth,  ^d,  and  28th.  The  las^  enclosed  a  bill  of 
exchange  frpiu  M.  Grand,  on  Tessier,  for  £46  17#. 
10(2.  sterling,  to  answer  General  Sullivan's  bill  for  that 
sum.  I  hope  it  got  safe,  t*:  ImmmI  ;  though  I  have  been 
anxious  about  it,  as  it  went  by  post,  and  my  letters  through 
that  channel  sometimes  miscarry. 

EVooi  the  separation  of  the  Notables  to  the  present 
moment,  has  been  perhaps  the  most  interesting^  interval 
evjer  known  iq  this  cpuptjry.,  The  jjroppsfitiqqsfj  qf  tjbe 
Gpyerpnient,.tipprove^  l;)y  U^e.  Notflible^*  were  precious,  ta. 
tl^pina^icHi^  *p4  k^y^  Ij^ejp  ip^ai?  hpn^st  qpi^e  ^f  ei;^u- 
tipn;  sws^eof  i^.ep?  ^ing  carried  into  ^^eqt,,aQd  others 
pr^jjairin^.  A]t)ove  all,  the,  establisbwent  of  pnoyioci^l 
assi^niblij^S!,^  $P!pe  pf  wjiipb  have  be^up  thpjr  se^sloos^ 
bids  f^ir.tp  be.tbe  in^triwent  for  circwa^ribiq^  the  |pwei; 
of  the  Crpwn,  ?^n4,rfti9jng^bp.  peoi?k  intp  cppsideicaUfln. 
The  election  |iveii,  tp  tbeiA  k  what  wiU  dp  thi?^  Ttmgb 
the  Mir^ster  w^p  j^roppsed  tbese  impro.vei^ents-  9€^ats  to 
bfi,ve  ipeaQt  them,  as  the  j^ricft  of  new  sMj^j^lij^;;^  tbe^ipme 
hais  beePLSP  pl?iypfl,  w  tp  seqiyre^the  i^pypwj^vi^paep^  tpt%^ 
nation  without  securing  the  price*  ,  Tba  ^ptiib)^  ^SPk^ 
S9ftly  pn  thp  ^u^eot  of.  the.  |iiddiMpnal  spfi|4ie3f.  Biu  Uie 
Pi>r.|iafl:^epttpok^eai.^i:pWKJlJj:^.w^^  tfi^  r^i^m;:^ 
edicts  for  thp  WW  t^^,  till  .cfl^jnp%d  wabwdoj^  jvikt 
tic^,  and  spfered  thenw«?J^?:tQ  hfi  lrf\9Jifen;^^i^T>w?|B, 
rather  than  withdraw  their  of  pps^^9lu  I|  k  u^{e4  pHii^ 
cipallj^  ?pip^  t^  ^^"S'  (b^^  bb  revenue  b  one  hundred 
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add  tiilrty  tflffl&ris  mbre  than  that  of  his  predecessbr  Waf6, 
jlrtflf  yet  hfe  dfemands  one  hundred  afnd  twenty  millions  Art 
th^fr.  iToifl^ifl  see  this  well  explained  in  the  "co»- 
flStence  entre  un  Minisire  d*Eiat  et  un  consiitler  au  PairU- 
fHent^^*  which '  I  send  you,  with  ioifne  sniali  pamphlets. 
In  tfae  mean  time,  all  tongues  in  Paris  (and  in  France,  as 
it  is  said)  have  been  let  Ibose ;  and  nevet  wa^  &  lieense  of 
sipeakin^  afgarnst  the  Government  exbrcisett  in  Londdh 
thofe  freely  or  rtiore  universally.  Caricatures,  placardi^, 
AtVyto  motit,  have  bei^n  mdulged  in  by  all  ranks  of  people, 
tmd'l  khoW  of  n6  Wefl-tittesied  histatice  of  a  single  pun- 
Wim^m.  For  some  time,  Inobs  of  ten,  twenty,  iind  thn- 
iy  tlrousatid  people  collected  daily,  surrounded  the  Par- 
liament-house, huzzaed  the  members,  even  entered  the 
dbor^  and  examined  into  their  tonduct,  took  th6  horses 
6ut  of  the  carriages  of  those  Who  (fid  well,  imd  drew  theni 
hom^.  The  Goveirnment  thought  it  pi'udent  to  prevent 
th6se,' dr6w  sonie  ifegitflents  into  lh€?  i^eighbbrhood,  mul- 
tiplied the  guards,  bad  thd  streets  constantly  pati^ofled  by 
strong  Jiarties,  suspended  privileged  places,  forbade  aB 
diubs,  &c.  The  strong  mobs  have  ceased;  perhaps  this 
rtay  be  partly  owing  to  the  absence  of  Pariiament. 
The  Coorht  d'Artois,  sent  to  hold  a  bed  of  justicb  in  the 
Ckmt  des  Aides,  wai  hissed  and  hboted  Without  reservb 
by  the  populace;  the  carriagd  of  Madame  de  (I  forget 
the  Mme)  In  the  Queen's  livery,  was  stopped  by  the 
poptitace,  under  a  belief  that  it  was  Madame  de  Pblignac, 
whom  they  would  have  insulted ;  the  Q^ie^n,  gciing  to 
the  theatre  at  VerSdilles  with  Madame  de  Pblignac, 
Was  lisceived  with  a  general  hiss.  The'lGhg,  long  in  the 
habit  tif  drowning  his  cares  In  Wine,  pluhges  deepet  and 
deeper.    The  Que^n  cries,  but  sins  on.    The  Count 
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d'Artob  U  detested,,  and  Monsieur  the  gc»eral  fevcyite. 
Tfae  Archbishop  of  Toulouse  is  niade  MinUtre  princi- 
pal— ^a  virtuous,  patriotic,  and  able  charieter.  The  Ma- 
reschel  de  Castries  retired  yesterdayi  notwithstanding 
strong  solicitations  to  remain  in  office.  >T^e  Mafeschal 
de  Segur.  retired  at  the  same  lime^  prompted  to  it  by.  the 
Court.  Their  successors  are  pot  yet  known.  Monsieur 
^de  St.  Priest  goes  Ambassador  tp  Hplland,  in  the  ropip 
of  Verac,  transferred  to  Switzerland ;  and  the  Count  de 
Moustier  goes  to  America,  in  the  room  of  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne,  who  has  a  promise  of  the  first  vacancy. 
These  nominations  are  not  yet  made  formally,  but.tbey 
are  decided  on,  and  the  parties  are  ordered ;  to  prepare 
for  their  destination. 

4-s  it  has  been  long  since  I  have  had  a  confidential 
conveyance  to  you,  I  have  brought  together  the  princi- 
pal fyiCiSy  frpni  the  adjournment  of  the  NotaUes  to. the 
jpresent  moment,  which,  as  you  will  perceive  from  their 
nature,  required  a  confidential  conveyance.  I  have  done 
it  the  rather,  because,  though  you  will  have  heard  many 
of  them,  and.  seen  them  in  the  public  papers,  y^,  float- 
ing in  the  mass  of  lies  which  cpustitute  the  atmosphere 
of  London  and  Paris^  you  may  not  have  been  sure  of 
their  truth;  and  I  have  mentioned  every  truth  of  any 
consequence,  to  enable  you  to  stamp  as  false  the  facts 
pretermhted.  I  think  that  in  the  course  of  three  months 
the  royal  authority  has  lost,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation 
gained,  as, much  ground  by  a  revolution  of  public  opinion 
oply,  as  England  gained  in  all  her  civil  wars  under  the 
Stuarts.  .  I  rather  believe, :  too,  they  will  retain  the 
ground  gained,  because  it  is  defended  by  the  young  and 
middle  aged,  in  opposition  tp  the  old  odly*.   The  first 


party  increases,  and  the  latter  diminbbes  daily,  from  the 
course  of.eatura^  Yoci  laayttnppose  dmt,  in. -tkis  situa- 
tion, .  waic  would  be  unwelcome  to  France.  She  will 
surely  avoid  it,  if  not  forced  into  it  by  the  Courts  of 
London  and  Berlin*  ,  If  fqrced,  it  is  probable  she  will 
change  the  system  of  Eurppe  toially,  by  an  alliance  wi^ 
the  two  E^npires,  to  whom  nothing  would  be  more  de- 
sirable. In  the  eventiof  such  a  cpaUtion,  not  only  Prus- 
sia, but  the  whole  E^fopean  world,  must  receive  from 
them  tlu^ir  li^vvs*  Biit^  France ,  will,  probably,  endeavor 
\o  preserve  the  present  isystem,  if  it  can  be  done,  by  sac- 
rificing to  a  certain  degree  tbe^  pretensions  of  the  patriotic 
party  in  Holland.  Bujt  of  all  these  masters  you  can 
judge  in  your  position,  where  ^ess  secrecy  is  observe;!, 
better  than  I  cao. 

I  have  news  from  Amecica  as  Is^te  as  July  the  19th. 
Nothing  had  transpired  frqm  the  federal  poovenlion.  I 
am  sorry  they  began  their  deliberations  by  so  abominable 
a  precedent  .as  that  of  tyi^g  up  the  tongues  of  their 
members*  Nothing  can  justify  this  example,  but  the 
innocence  of  their  intentions,  and  ignprance  of  the  value 
of  public  discussions.  I  .have  no  doubt  that  all  their 
other  measures  will  be  good  and  wise.  It  is  really  -an 
assembly  of  deoiigods.  General  Washington  was  of 
opinion  that  they  should  not  separate  till  October^  , 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


jMt         rmmAB  ntivBMdNAK^K  j at. 

twm  vfloms  ji^nBtov  to  jobn  JAiri 

Paris,  September  Id,  178T.  * 
Sir,         ^  * 

My  last  letters  to  you  were  of  the  6th  and  15th  of 
August ;  siDce  whioh,  I  have  beent  honored  with  yours 
of  July  the  S4th,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  mine  of 
the  t4th  and  28d  of  February.  1  am  anxious  to  bear 
you  have  received  that  also  of  May  die  4th,  written  from 
Marseilles.  According  to  the  desires  of  Congress,  ex- 
pressed ih  th^hr  vote  confirming  the  appointments  oJT 
Francisco,  fefuiseppe,  and  Oirolomo  thiappe,  their  agents 
in  Morocco,  I  have  Written  letters  to  these  gentlemen, 
to  begin  a  correspondence  with 'them.-  To  the  first,  I 
have  enclosed  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Ctu- 
peror  of  Morocco,  and  shall  scod  ir  either  by  our  agent 
al  Marseilles,  who  is  iiow  here,  or  by  the  Count  de  Aran- 
da,  who  sets  out  for  Madrid  in  a*  few  days,  having  relin- 
quished his  embassy  here.  I  shall  proceed  on  the  re- 
demption of  our  captives  at  Algiers,  as  soon  as  tfie  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury  shall  enable  me,  by  placing 
the  money  necessary  under  my  orders.  The  prisoners 
redeemed  by  the  religious  order  of  Mathurins  cost  about 
four  hundred  dollars  each  ;  and  the  General  of  the  order 
told  me  that  they  had  never  been  able  to  redeem  for- 
eigners on  so  good  terms  as  their  own  countrymen.  Sup- 
posing that  their  redemption,  clothing,  feeding,  and  trans- 
portation, should  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
there  must  be,  at  least,  a  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  set 
apart  for  this  purpose.  Till  this  is  done,  I  shall  take  no 
other  step  than  the  preparatory  one,  of  destroying,  at 
Algiers,  all  idea  of  our  intending  to  redeem  the  prisoners. 
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This,  the  Genewl  of  the  Mathurins  told:  me  was  indis- 
pensal)ly  Tiecessary,  and  that  it  must  nfot,  on  any  account, 
thtnspire  thtit  the  public  would  intereslt  themselves  for 
Aeir  redemption.  Tins  was  rendered  the  more  necessary 
by  the  declaration  of  the  Dey  to  the  Spanish  Consul, 
that  be  should'  hold  him  responsible,  at  the  Spanisti 
price,  for  our  prisoners,  even  for  such  as  should  die. 
^ree  of  them  have  died  of  the  plague.  By  authoriz- 
ing me  to  redeem  at  the  prices  usualfy  paid  by  the  Euro- 
pean nations.  Congress,  I  suppose,  (;ould  not  mean  the 
Spanish  price,  which  is  not  only  unusual,  but  unprece- 
dented, and  would  make  our  vessels  the  first  object  of 
those  pirates.  I  shall  pay  no  attention,  therefore,  to  the 
Spanish  prices,  unless  further  instructed.  Hard  as  it  may 
seem,  I  should  think  it  necessary  not  to  let  it  be  known, 
even  to  the  relatives  of  the  captives,  that  we  mean  to 
redeem  them.  » 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  papef  from  the  Ad- 
miralty of  Guadalonpe,  Sent  to  me  as  a  matter  of  form, 
and  to  be  lodged  I  suppose  with  our  marine  records.  I 
enciose,  also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  bjr  which  you  will  per- 
ceive they  have  referrefd  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of 
South  Carolina,  for  the  use  of  their  frigate,  to  M.  Gar- 
doqui,  and  to  the  Delegates  of  South  Carolina  in  Con- 
gress. 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  my  last  letter,  of 
the  Parliament's  being  transferred  ia  Troyes.  To  put  an 
^nd  to  tlie  tumults  in  Paris,  some  regiments  were  brought 
nearer,  the  patrols  were  strengthened  and  multiplied, 
and  some  nincinfeers  punished  by  imprisonment ;  it  produced 
the  desired  efi^ct.    It  is  confidently  believed,  however. 
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Uifit  the  ParJUame^t  will  be.  iromeCately '  recalled^  tbe 
,  stamp  ta^  and  land  tax  repealed;  and  other  ineiM^s  de- 
,  vised  of  accommodating  their  receipts  and .  expepdjtureB. 
Those  supposed  tp  be  in  contemplitiion,  ai;e  a  vigorp«$ 
levy  of  tbe  old  tax  of  tbe^ dleua;.  nif^tiimu  on  the  rich, 
who  bad,  ia  ^.  great  measure^  withdrawn  their  property 
fjTom  it,  as  well  as  on  tbe  poor,  on  whom  it  bad  principal^' 
falleq.  This  will  greatly  increase  the  receipts ;  while 
they  are  proceeding  on  the  ether  h^d^  to  ^reform  their 
expenses  far  beyond  what  they  bad  promised.  It  is  ss^d 
these  reformations  will  amount  to  eighty  millions.  C^- 
cumstances  render  these  measures^  ijaort.aod  iOKure  pre«s- 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  that  tbe  officer 
charged  by  tbe  Ministry  tp,  watch  the  motion  of  tbe 
British  squadron,  had  returned  with  information  tbat.it 
had  sailed  westwardly.  The  fact  was  not.  true^  He 
bad  formed  bis  conclusion  too  hastily,  and  thus  led  the 
Ministry  into  error.  Tbe  King  of  Prussia,  urg^d  aa  by 
England,  has,  pressed  more  and  more  tbe  affiurs  oC  Hol- 
land, and  lately  lias  given  to.  the  States  General  of  Hol- 
land four  days  only  to  comply  with  bis  demand.  Tins 
measure  would  of  itself  lia ve  rendered  .  it  impossible  for 
France  to  proceed  longer  .in  tbe  line  of  acc^mmodatiqa 
with  Prussia.  In  the  same  moment,  an  eve^t  takes 
place,  which  seems  to  render  all  attempts  at  accommoda* 
^  don  idle.  Tbe  Turks  have  declared  war. aghast  the 
Russians^  and  that  under,  cirpumsuoces  which  exclude 
1(11  prospect  of  preveptii^  its  taking,  place.  The  King 
of  Prussia  having  deserted  his  ancient  Dnends,  there  re- 
0iain  only  France  and  Turtcey,  (perhaps  $paiii  also,)  to 
oppose  tbe  twp  Empires,  Pru^ai  and  SpglaiuU     By 
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such  a.  piece  of  QuixotistQf  Fiance  might  [i^unge  hei:3elf 
into  ruin  with  tlie  Turks  and  Dpicb^  but  would  save 
neither.  But  there  b  certainly  a  confederacy  §ecret]ly 
in  contemplation,  of  which  the  ppblic  have  not  yet  the 
smallest  suspicion ;  that  is,  between  France  and  the  two 
Empires.  I  think  it  sure  that  Russia  has  desired  this, 
and  that  the  Emperor,  aft^er  some  hesitation,  has  acceded 
It  rests  on  this  country  to  clo^e^  Her  indignation  agajn^t 
the  King  of  Priissia  will  be  some  spur.  She  will  there- 
by save  her  party  in  Holland,  and  only  abandon  the 
Turks  to  that  fate  she  cannot  ward  off,  and  which  their 
iprecipitatioi^  has  brought  od  themselves,  by  the  instiga- 
tiocys  of  the  British  Ambassador  at  the  Porte,  and  against 
the  remonstrances  of  thp  French  Ambasisador.  Perhaps 
this  formidable  combination,  should  it  take  f  lace,  maj^ 
prevent  the  war  of  the  western  powers,  as  it  would  seem 
that  neither  England  nor  Prussia  would  carry  their  false 
calculations  so  far  as,  with  the  aid  of  the  Turks  only,  to 
oppose  themselves  to  such  a  force.  Iq  that  case,  the 
patriots  of  Holland  vvould  be  peaceably  established,  in  the 
powers  of  their  govemnient,^nd  the  war  go  on  against 
the  Turks  only,  wIk)  would,  probably,  be  driven  from 
Europe.  This  new  arrangement  would  be  a  total  change 
in  the  E^uropean  system,  and  a  favorable  one  ibrour 
friends.  ,  The  probability  of  a  general  war,  in  which  this 
country  would  be  engaged  on  one  side,  apd  Epgland  on 
the  otber^  has  appeared  to  me  sufficient  to  JMtify  my 
writif)^  to  our  agents  in  the  different  ports  of  France  to 
put  our  merchants  on  thisir  guard  against  ris)cing  their 
property  in  French  or  .English  bottOfi|S.  The  Empocor, 
instead  of  treading  back  his  steps  in  Brabant,  as  wap 
expected,  has  pYirsued  the  less  honorable  plan  of  decoy* 
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ing  his  subjects  thence  by  false  pretences,  to  let  them- 
selves be  invested  by  his  troops ;  wd  this  done,  he  dic- 
tates to  them  his  own  terms.  Tet  it  is  not  bertain  t1ie 
matter  will  end  with  that. 

The  CoOrit  de  Moustier  is  nominated  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  Americi,  and  a  frigate  is  ordered  to  Cber- 
bourg  to  carry  him  over,  tie  will  endeavor  to  sail  by 
the  middle  of  next  month;  but  if  any  delay  should  make 
him  pass  over  the  whole  6f  Odtober,  he  will  defei^  his 
voyage  to  the  spring,  being  unwilling  to  undertake  a  win- 
ter passage.  Monsieur  de  St.  Priest  !s  6ent  Ambassador 
to  Holland,  in  the  room  of  Monsieur  de  Verac,  appointed 
to  Switzerland.  The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerftfe  might,  1  be- 
lieve, have  gone  to  Holland,  but  he  preferred  4  general 
promise  of  promotion,  and  the  possibility  that  it  might 
be  to  the  Court  of  London.  His  prospects  are  very  fair. 
His  brother,  the  Count  de  la  Luzefne,  (now  (Qovemor  i& 
the  West  Indies,)  is  appointed  Minister  oftbe  Marine,  in 
the  place  of  Monsieur  de  Castries,  who  has  resigned. 
TTie  Arbhbishop  of  Toulouse  is  appointed  Mitiisire 
prinetpalf  and  his  brother,  Monsieui'  de  Brienne,  Minister 
of  War,  in  the  place  of  Monsieur  de  Segur.  The  de- 
partment of  the  Comptroller  has  had  a  very  rapid  succes- 
sion of  tenants.  From  Monsieur  de  Calonne  it  pa^- 
efd  to  Monsieur  de  Forqueaux,  from  him  to  Viltedeuii.  and 
fi^ombrm  to  Lambert,  who  holds  it  at  preseht,  but  divided 
#}th'a  Monsieur  Cabaitus,  (whoni  I  believe  you  knew  in 
Spain,)  who  is  named  Dlrecteur  titi  Ttesor  Bot/uly  the 
office  into  which  M.  IVecker  bame  at  first.  I  had  the 
bcfnor  to  inform  you  that;  before  the  departure  of  the 
Count  de  la  Luzerne  to  his  govertiment  in  the  West  Indies, 
I  had  pi*essed  on  him  the  patronage  of  bur  trade  with  the 


French  islands ;  that  he  <ippeared  well  disposed,  and  as- 
sured me  he  wonM  faror  us  as  much  as  his  instructions 
and  the  laws  of  the  colonies  would  permit.  I  am  in 
hopes  these  dispositions  will  be  strengthened  by  bis  resi- 
dieoee  10  tlie  klaadf,  and  ibai  his  aequaiiitance  antong  the 
pfofioi  tbere^  will  be  an  ailditional  ooo^ve  to  &Tor  thMi. 
Pcobafaly  they  tirtU  take  tdrailage  of  his  appointment^  to  "^ 
pi^  H(Ki^y^(«Me  in  commerce  with  us.  The  Ministry  b 
of  a.liheml.Q(M»pkKi0n(^tiid  well.AsqfMiBeid  to  os.  The 
w^r  loay  9dd  to  ibet  laottiies  for  opening  their  ida^ds  ti» 
oib€>r  rmouTcmSor  ibeir  subststeneey  and  for  doing  wfaal 
amy  he  agrees^ile  to  u%  II  sscms.  to  roe,  at  pretenc,  ^ 
then,  that  the  mom^sl  of  ^  i^rriral  of  the  Count  de  b 
Liuzc^e  wtll  be  the  monMsol  fmr  irying  to  obtaiQ  a  fceec 
m^tma  t^  theif  islands.  It  wotild.  be  w&tj  im^erml  to  db 
t^iSyif  possible,  in  a^  piemianettt  way ;  tli»t  k  to  Bay,  by 
tifnity;  hut  r  know  of  oeitfaing  w^  bavie  to  ofier  in 
eiyMVitefit.  Pcrfa^pa  the  payment  of  jour  diaU  to  tbtm 
noijght  }m  made  use  of  as  sonw  inducement,  while  tibey 
^ire  80  (y(|tre$sed  £>r  money.  Yet  tlie  bonrowing  the 
ndODey.in.HoHaQd^will  besendefed  move  diffie«iltbyil» 
s^m^^Ym!^  in  proportion  as  k  will  bcnease  the  demand 
f«r  money  by  other  powem. 

TJmfftssMmi  oC  Leydeit  and  France  toithisdateara 
ejaetoaed,  together  wi^  some  pampUeis  on  the  internal 
ai^ks  of  \im  ooufttfy* 

I.  have  the  honor  io<  he,  &e«, 

TH:  JCFFERSQK* 


308  THOMAS  JTEPFERSOK-JOHN  JAY.  • 

*  ■  '.  .      *     - 

FEOM   THOMAS  J&FFERSON  TO  JOI^N   J^T. 

Paris,  September  22,  1787. 

The  letters  of  wbioh  tb«  enoiosed  itre  copiei^  «rd  this  * 
mMsent  received,  and,  as  there  is  a  pofesfbilit)*  that  U>ey 
may  reach' Havre  before  the  packet  ^ife,   I  bate  the' 
honor  of  ienclosiag  them  to  you.     Tfaey  eontaiQ  a  pro- 
raise  of  reduoing  the  duties  oi  tar,  pitch,  and  tuipeotiiie, ' 
aod  that  the  Government  will  iotere^  itself  with  tbc^  city 
t&  Rouen  to  reduce  the  local  duty  oa  potash«    By  this 
yoit  will,  perceive  tbs^t.we  are  ^ttiag  on  a  little  in  tbis' 
business ;  though,  under  the  present  embarrassinents,  i|  is 
difficult  to  prooure  tbe  auention  of  the  Ministers  to  it. 
The  Parittfis^t  bas  enregistered  the  edict  for  a  rigorous' 
levy  of  the  (fet^  mr^i^mes.    As  this  was  proposed  to 
the  King  tn  lieu  of  the    impost  territorial,  ihBte  h  no 
doubt  now  that  the  Matter,  with  the  stamps  tax,  will  be  im- 
m^ately  repealed.     There  can  be  no  better  proof  d* 
the  revolutioa  in  the  pdblic  opinion  ^  to  the  powers  of 
tbe  monaitb,  and  of  the  force  too  of  that  opinion.     Six 
weeks  ago,  we  saw  the  King  displaying  the  plenitude  of 
his  omnipotence,  as  hitherto  conceited,  to  enferge  these 
twaacts.     At  tUa  day  be  is  forced  tOTetrabt  ti^m.  by 
public  voice ;  for  as  to  the  opposition  of  th6  Parliament,^ 
that  body  is  too  little  esteemed  to  pjroduce  tbe  efiect  in 
any  case,  where  tbe  public  do  not  throw  themselves  into 
the  saioe  scale*    % 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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Vmm  THOMAS  JSn'BllSON  to^iohn- jat.  . 

Paris,  September  22,  1787. 
Sir, 
When  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  this  morning, 
inteliigence  was   handing  about,  which  I  dfd  not  think 
well  eciough  authenticated  to  communicate  to  you.      As' 
it  is  now  ascertained,  I  avail  myself  of  the  chance  that 
another  post  may  yet  reach  Havre  before  the  depart-' 
^ure  of  the   packet.    This   will  depend   on  the  winds, 
which  have  for  6ome  days  been  unfavorable.     I  must  pre- 
mise that  this  Court,  about  ten  djlys  aga,  declared,  by 
their  Charg*  d*AfFaires  in  Holland,  that  if  the  Prussian 
troops  continui^d  to  menace  Holland  with  an  invasion,  his ' 
Majesty  was  determined,  in  quality  of  an  ally,  to  succor' 
that  province.     An  official  letter  Trom  the  Hague,  of  the 
I8th  instant,  assures  that  the  Prussia,n  army  entered  the 
territory  of  Holland  on  the  15th ;  that  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  had  submitted,  some  aft^r  firing  a  gun  or  two, 
others  without  resistance ;  that  the  Rhingrave  de  Salm 
had  evacuated  Utrecht  with  a  part  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  leaving  behind  him  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  with  great  warlike  stores;  that  the 
standard  of  Orange  was  hoisted  everywhere;  that  no 
other  cockade  could  be  worn  at  the  Hague;  that  the 
States  General  were  to  aaaoniMt'that  night,  for  reinstating 
the  Stadtholder  in  all  his  rights.      The  letter  concludes  : 
*^  We  have  this  moment  intelligence  that  Woerden  has  ca- 
pituUtedi  so  that  Amsterdam  remains  without  defence." 
So  fiir  the  letter ;  we  knew  otherwise  that  Monsieur  de 
St«  Priest,  who  bad  set  out  on  hi^  embassy  to  the  Hague, 
had  stopped  at  Antwerp,  not  choos»ng  to  proceeil  further 
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till  new  orders.  This  Court  has  beed  completely  de- 
ceived, fiflsty  bgr  itKOflfvn  greet  desire  lo- avoid  jt  vir ;  and 
secondly,  by  calculating  that  the  King  of  Prussia  would 
have  acted  on  principles  of  common  sense,  whipb  would 
surely  have  dictated  that  a  power  lying  between  the  )tw8 
of  Russia  and  Austria  should  not  separate  i^elf  kom 
France,  unless,  indeed,  he  had  assurances  of  dispcfiitions 
in  those  two  powers  which  are  ^ot  supposed  to  exist.  On 
the  contrary?  I  am  persuaded  that  they  a$k  the  alliance, 
of  France,  whom^  we  suppose  to  be  under  hesitations  be-* 
tweeu  her  iseluctfmce  to  abandon  the  Turks,  fa^r  jealeusjr 
of  increasing,  by  their  spoils  the  power  of  the  two  ]^* 
pires,  and  her  inabiUty.  to  oppose  theni«  If  they  oannol 
obtain  her  sJliance,^  they  wiU  surely  joia  themselves  to 
England  and  Prussia. 

Official  advices  are  received,  ^at  the  first  di vision 
of  the  Russian  army  has  passed  the  Borysthenes  into  the 
Polish  Ukraine,  and  is  marching  towards  the  fconders  of 
Turkey.  Thus  we  m^y  consicjer  the  flames  of  war  us 
completely  kindled^  in  two  distinct  parts  of  this  quarter 
of  the  globe  ;apd  that,  though  France  and  England  bftye 
not  yet  engaged  themselves  in  it^  the  probabilities  are 
that  they  will,  do  it. 

I  have  jthe  honor  to  be,  &^c,, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO  JOHK  JAT. 

Paris,,S»ptember  34^  178?. 
Sir, 
The  times  gr^  now  so  critical,  tbal  every  day  bm^ 
sometbinf^  new  and  in^ffprtani*  not  known^  the  day  befi)ie* 
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Observing  the  wind  still  unfavorable,  I  am  in  hopegl  the 
pac^ket  may  not  sail  to-morrow,  and  that ,  thi^  letter  may 
be  at  Havre  in  time  for  that  conveyance,  Mr.  Eden  has 
waited  on  Count  de  Motitmorin,  to  infotm  him,  officially, 
that  England  must  consider  its  convention  with  France, 
relative  to  the  giving  notice  of  its  naval  armaments,  as  at 
an  end,  and  that  they  are  arming  generally*  ,This  is  con- 
sidered here  as  a  declaration  of  war.  The  Dutch  Ambas- 
sador told  me  yesterday  that  he  supposed  the  Prussian 
troops  probably  in  possession  of  the  Hague.  1  asked 
him  if  it  would  interrupt  the  course  of  business,  commer- 
cial or  banking,  in  Amsterdam;  and  particularly  whether 
<)ur  depdt  of  money  there  was  safe.  He  said  the  people 
of  Anistefdam  would  be  surely  so  wise  as  to  submit,; when 
they  should  see  that  they  could  not  oppose  the  Stadt- 
holder  ;  therefore,  he  supposed  our  dep6t  'siLfe^  and  that 
there  would  be  no  interruption  of  business.  Itisthe  hour 
of  the  departure  of  the  post ;  so  I  hai^e  only  time  to  add 
assurances  of  the  respect  and  esteem  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee, 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 

XROtf   THOMAS   Ji;FrERS0N   TO   JOHN   ADAMS. 

Paris,  September  ^  1787. 

Sir, 
I  received  your  favor  by  IVJr.  Cutting,  and  thank  you  , 
sincerely  for  the  copy  of  your  bpok.    The  (departure  of 
a  packet-boat,  which  ^l\yays  gjy#s  n^e  full  jsmployment 
ibr  same  iitwd  before,  has  only  penoUted  loe  to  look  iato 
it  ^,  little.,   I  judg9  of  it  frpm.the  first  vp^oQiei  which  I 

Vol.  hi.— so 
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thought  formed  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good.    The  first 
priociple  of  a  good  Government  is  certainly  a  distribu- 
tion of  lis  powers  into  executive^,  judiciary,  and  legis- 
lative^ and  a  subdivision  of  the  fetter  into  two  or  three 
branches.     It  is,  a  good  step  gained,  when  it  is  proved 
that  the  English  constitution,  acknowledged  xo  be  better 
than  all  which  have  preceded  it,  is  only  better  in  pro- 
portion as  it  has  approached  nearer  to  this  distribution  of 
powers.      From  this,  the  last  step  is  easy  to  show,  by  a 
comparison  of,  our  constitutions  with  that  of  England, 
how.  much  more  perfect-  they  are.     The  article  of  con- 
federations is  cerjainly  worthy  of  your  pen.     It  would 
form  a  most  mveirestirig  addition,  to  sliew  what  has  been 
the    nnure   of  the  confederations   which  have  existed 
hitherto,  what  w:ere  their  excellencies,  and  what  their  d^- 
feci3.     A  comparison  of  ours  with  them  would  be  to  the 
advant^e  of  ours,  and  would  increase  the  veneration  of 
our  countrymen  fox  them*     It  is  a  misfortune  that  they 
do  not  sufficiently  know  the  value  of  their  constitutions, 
and  how  much  happier  they  are  rendered  by  them  than 
any  other  people  on  earth,  by  the  Governments  under 
which  they  live. 

You  know  all  that  has  happened  in  the  United  Ne- 
therlands. You  know,  also,  that  our  friends,  Van  Stap- 
horsts,*  will  be  the  most  likely  to  become  objects  of  seve- 
rity, if  any  severities  should  be  exercised.  Is  the  money 
in  their  hands  entirely  safe?  If  it  is  not,  I  am  sure  you 
have  already  thought  of  it-  Are  we  to  suppose  th^ 
game  already  up,  and  that  the  Stadtholder  is  to  be  re-es- 
tablished, perhaps  erected  into  a  Monarch,  without  the 
couhtry  lifting  a  finger  in  opposition  to  h?  If  so,  it  is  a 
lessdn  the  more  for  us.  '  In  fafct;  what-a  crowd  of  lessons 
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do  the  present  miseries  of  Holland  teach  us !  Never  to 
have  an  bereditaiy  officer  of  aoy  sort;  never  to  let  a 
citizen  ally  himself  with  Kings;  never  to  call. in  foreign 
nations  to  settle  domestic  differences ;  never  to  suppose 
that  any  nation  will  expose  itself  to  a  war  fpr  us,  &c. 
Still,  I  am  not  without  ,h$>f  es  that  a  good  rod  is  in  soak  for 
Prussia,  and  that  England  will  feel  the  end  of  it.  It  is 
known  to  some  that  Russia  made  propositions  to  the  En>- 
j)eror  and  France  for  acting  in  concert;  that  the  Empe- 
ror consents,  and  has  disposed  four  camps^of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  from  the  limits  of  Turkey  to  those  of 
Prussia.  This  Court  hesitates,  or  rather  its  Premier 
hesitates ;  for  the  Queen,  Montmorin,  and  Breteuil  are 
for  the  measure.  Should  it  take  place,  all  may  yet  come 
to  rights,  except  for  the  Turks^  who  must  retire  from 
Jlurope ;  and  this  they  must  do,  were  France  Quixotic 
enough  to  support  them.  We,  I  hope,  shall  be  left  free 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages  of  neutrality ;  and 
yet,  much  I  fear  tbe  English,  or  rather  their  stupid  Kin^, 
will  force  us  out  of  it.  For  thus  1  reason :  by  forcing  us 
into  the  war  against  them,  they  will  be  engaged  in  an  ex- 
pensive land  war,  as  well  as  a  sea  war.  Conamon  sense 
dictates,, therefore,  that  they  should  let  us  remain  neutral; 
ejrgo^  tbey  will  not  let  us  remain  neutral.  I  never  yet 
ibund  any  other  general  rule  for  foretelling  what  they  will 
do,  but  that  of  examining  what  tbey  ought  not  to  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  my  best  respects  to  Mrs. 
Adams,  and  sentiments  of  perfect  esteem  and  regard  to 
yourself,  &c., , 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  THOMAS  JSTrjDMSfHI  TO  C.  W.  r.  B0MAS. 

Paris,  October  4, 1787, 

Sir, 
I  received  your  favor  of  ihe  23d  of  September  iwa 
days  ago.  That  of  ibe  28ih  and  29th  wa&  put  in  my 
hands  this  morning.  I  immediatdy  waited  on  the  Am- 
hassadors,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands, and  abo  oh  the  Envoy  of  Rttsaia,  and  asked 
their  good  offices  to  have  an  efficacious  pr<:i^ection  ex- 
tended to  your  person,  your  family,  and  your  effects  j  ob- 
serving that  the  United  States  knew  no  party,  but  are 
the  friends  and  allies  of  the  United  Netherlands  n  a  na- 
tion, and  would  expect,  frbm  their  friendship,  that  the 
'person  who  is  charged  with  their  affairs,  until  the  arnvaf 
6f  a  Minister,  shbuld  he  covered  from  all  insult  and  \t^ 
jury  which  might  be  offered  him  by  a  lawless  mob ;  well 
assured  that  their  Minister  residing  with  Cotigress  would, 
on  all  occasions,  receive  the  same.  They  have  beea  so 
good  as  to  promise,  each,  that  he  will,  in  bis  first  des- 
patches, press  the  matter  on  the  proper  power,  and  give 
me  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be  efficacious  for  your  safety. 
I  will  trabsmit  your  letter  to  Mr.  Jay,  by  the  Count  de 
Bloustier,  who  sets  out  within  a  week  for  New  Torit,  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  France  in  that  country.  I 
sincerely  sympathise  in  your  sufferings,  and  hope  that 
what  1  have  done  may  effect  an  end  to  them. 

1  have  the  hotter  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM   TUO^IAS   JEFFERSON  TO   JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  Odober  8, 1787.  • 
Sir, 
I  ha^  ihe  honor  of  writijag  yo«  on  the  19th  of  Sep*: 
tember,  twice  oa  the  22d,  and  again  on  the  S4tb.  .  The 
tvfo  first  went  by  the  packet,  the  cbird  by  a  vesael  bound  to 
Philadelphia.  I  hav«  not  yet  learned  by  what  op^sioa 
tbelasiwent*  In  these  several  letters,  I.  communicated 
to  you  the  occurrences  of  Euro^^  as.  far  as  they  were. 
Itaown.  Notwithstanding,  the  advantages  which  th^  T^mr 
j)eror  seemed  to  have  gained  over  his  subjects  of  Bra- 
bant, by  the  military  arrangements  he  had  been  p^rmii- 
ted  to  make  under  false  pretexts,  he  has  not  obtained  hk; 
«nds.  He  ceitainly  wished  to  enforce  his  new  r^gula^ 
lions ;  but  be  wished  more  to  be  cleared  of  all  dofnesti<$ 
difficulties,  that  he  migt^  be  free  to  act  in  the  great 
scenes  which  are  preparing  for  the  theatre  of  Europe* 
He  seems,  therefore,  ta  have  instructed  bis  (ikiyeraor 
General  of  the  Netherlaiids  to  insist  oa  compliaoce,  aa 
far  as  could  be  insi^ed  without  producing  resistance  by 
arms;  but^at  the  same  time,  to  have  furnished  hind  withii 
sufficiently  complete  recantation^  to  prev^t  the  efiects 
of  insurrectioa.  The  Governor  pressed;  the  people  w^i^. 
firm;  a  small  act  of  force  was  then  attempted,  which  pro- 
duced a  decided  resistance,  ia  which  the  people  killed, 
^veral  of  the  military:  the  last  reeource  wa9  thea  used, 
^bich  was  tlie  act  of  recantation:  this  pr^uqed  imme^ 
iiiate  tranquillity,  and  €very  thing  there  is  now  finally 
sealed  by  the  Emperor's  relin<|uisbmf  nt  of  his  plans. 

My  letter  of  the  evening  of  September  th0  29d  in- 
formed you  xh^t  thePrMssian  troops  had  entered  Holland; 
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and  tliat  of  the  24th)  that  England  had  announced  to  this^ 
Court  that  she  was  arming  generally.  Tliese  two  events^ 
being  simultaneous,  proved  that  the  two  Sovereigns  acted 
in  concert.  Immediately  after,  the  C6nrt  of  London  an- 
nounced to  the  other  Courts  of  Europe,  that  if  France 
entered  HoRaiid  wkh  an  armed  fewce,  she  wouM  consider  ir 
as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  declare  War  agamst  her;  send- 
ing Mr.  GrenviHe  here,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  what 
she  called  a  conciliatory  proposition.  This' proposition 
was  received  as  a  new  insult,  Mr.  Grrenvllle  very  coolly 
treated,  and  he  has  now  gone  back.  It  is  said  he  has 
carrTed  the  uhimatum  of  Franbe;  What  it  is,  partkni- 
larly,  has  not  transpired ;  it  is  only  supposed,  in  general, 
to  be  very  firm. 

You  will  see  in  one  of  the  Leyden  Grazettes  one  of 
the  letters  written  by  the  Ministers  of  England  to  the 
Courts  of  their  respective  residence,  communicating  the 
dechrtftion  before  mentioned.  In  the  mean  time,  Holland 
has  bceii  sooner  reduced  by  the  Prussian  troops  than 
could  have  been  expected.  The  abandonment  of  Utrecht 
by  the  Rhingrave  de  Salm  seems  to  have  thrown  the 
people  under  a  general  panic,  dm-ing  which  every  place 
submitted,  except  Amsterdam;  that  had  -  opened  con- 
ferences with  the  Dulce  of  Brunswick,  but  as  late  as  the 
29d  instant  no  capitulation  was  yet  concluded.  The 
King  of  Prussia,  on  his  first  move,  demanded  categorical- 
ly of  the  King  of  Poland  what  part  he  intended  to  act 
in  the  event  of  war ;  the  latter  Answered,  he  should  act 
af  events  should  dictate^  and  is,  in  consequence  of  this 
species  of  menace  from  Prussia,  arming'  himself.  He 
can  bring  into  the  field  about  seventy  tliousand  good  ca- 
uglify.'    In  the  mean  time,  though  nothkig  transpires  pub- 
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McVy  of  the  confederation  between  Fratide  and  the  two 
Empires  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  Septenofber  lOtb^  it  is 
BOt  the  1^8  sure  that  it  is  on  the  carpet,  and  will  take 
place.  To  the  circumstances  before  tnefitbned  may  be 
added,  as  further  indications  of  war,  the  naming  as  gene- 
ralissimo of  their  marine  on  tfae  Atlantic,  Motisieur  de 
St  Suffi^etu;  on  the  Mediterranean,  Monsieur  ,A]bert  de 
Rioms ;  the  recalling  Monsieur  de  St.  Priest,  iheir  Am- 
bassador, from  Antwerp,  before  he  had  reached  the  Hague; 
and  the  activity  in  their  armatfients  by  sea.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  little  movement  by  land  would  make  6tie  sup- 
pose they  expected  to  put' the  King  of  Prussia  into  other 
hands.  They  too,  lik^  tlie  Emperor,  are  arrtinging  mat- 
ters at  home.  The  rigorous  duty  of  the  deiLx  ving^ 
tilmea  is  enregistered,  the  stamp  act  and  impost  territorial 
are  revoked,  the  Parliament  recalled,  the  nation  soothed 
by  these  acts,  and  inspirited  by  the  ipsults  of  the  Britbfa 
Court.  The  part  of  the  Council  still  leaning  towards 
peace  are  become  unpopuUr,  and  perhaps  may  feel  the 
e&ets  of  it.  No  change  in  the  administration  has  taken 
place  since  my  last^  unless  we  may  consider  as  such  M* 
Cabaritjs's  refusal  to  stand  in  the  lines.  Thinking  he 
should  be  forced  to  follow  too  seriously  plans  formed  by 
others,  he  has  declined  serving.  Should  this  war  take 
pi2K^i  as  is  quite  probable,  and  should  it  be  as  general  as 
it  threatens  to  be,  our  neutrality  must  be  attended  with 
great  advai^ageis — whether  of  a  nature  to  irfiprove  our 
morals  or  our  happiness,  is  another  question.  But  is  it 
sure  that  Cireat  Britain,  by  her  searches,  her  seizures,  and 
other  measures  for  harassing  us,  will  preserve  our  neu- 
trality? I  know  it  may  b^  argued'  that  the  land  war 
which  she  would  superadd  to  her  sea  war,  by  provoking 
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us  to  join  her  eneiDies^  should  ff^ii^xmliy  bold  bei'^o  b^t 
good  behavior  w]t|i  us.  But  since  the  accession  of  tb^ 
present  Monarchy  haa  it  oot  beep  passion^  aud  not  re«|son, 
wbichy  nine  times  out  of  ten,  has  dictated  her  ttieasujres? 
Has  there  been  a  better  rule  of  prognosticating  what  be 
would  do,,  than  to  examine  wlvat  be.  oi:^ht  not  to  do  I 
When  I  review  this  disposition,  and  review  his^  conduct^ 
1  have  little  hope  of  his  pern^itting  our  neutrality.  He 
will  find  subjects  of  provocation  in  variqusf  articles  of  oui^ 
tteHy  with  Frgnce,  which  will  nowqdmo  into  view  in  all 
their  consequeiyses,  aod  in  consequences  very  advantager 
oud  to  the  oide  and  the  other  country.  I  suggest  thcee 
doubts,  on  a  supposition  that  our  magazines  ar^  not  pre* 
pared  for  war,  and  in  thi9  opinion  that  provisions  ,for  thai 
event  should  be  thought  of. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Dumas  came  to  me  open, 
though  directed  to  you.  I  immediately  waited  on  the 
Ambassadors,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  of  Holland,  awl 
the  Envoy  of  Prussia.  I  prayed  them  to  interest  them- 
selves  to  have  his  person,  his  iaroily,  and  his  goods  pro« 
tected.  They  promised  me  readily  to  do  it,  and  have 
written  accordingly ;  I  trust  it  will  be  whh  effect.  I  could 
not  avoid  enclosing  you  the  letter  from  Monsieur  Bourb^, 
though  I  have  satisfied  him  he  is  to  expect  ,notbing  from 
Congress  for  his  inventions.  These  are  better  certified 
than  most  of  those  things  are ;  but  if  lime  stamps  their 
worth,  time  will  give  them  to  us.  He  expects  no  further 
answer.  The  Gazettes  of  Leyjkp  and  France  to  this 
4ate  accompany  this,  which  will  be  delii^ered  y^u  by  the 
Count  de  Moustier,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  this 
country.     I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c., 

TH?  JErFERSON.    . 
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FROM  THOMAS   JEFTERSON  TO   JOHN  JAY. 

(Private.) 

Paris,  Odober  8, 1787, 
Sif,  , 

The  Count  de  .Moustierj  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Court  of  Versailles  to  the  United  States,  will 
U^ve  the  honor  of  deliverijag  jou  tbi3*  The  connexion 
of  your  o$ces  will  necessarily  poapect  you  in  acquaint-^ 
anoe  ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  pi'esenx  him  to  you,  on  account 
pf  his  personal  as  well  as  his  public  character.  You 
will  find  him  open,  communicative,  candid,  simple  in  his 
B^aimers,  and  a  declared  ^nemy  to  ostentation  and  luxu- 
ry. He  goes  with  a  resolution  to  add  no  aliment  to  it 
by^  his  example,,  unless  he  finds  that  the  dispositions  of 
our  Gounj^ymep  reguire  it  indispensably.  Permit  me^  at 
the  same  tim^,  to  solicit  your  friendly  notice,  and,  through 
yxHi«  that  also  of  Mrs.  Jay^  to  Madame  la  Marquise  de 
Brehan,  sister-inrlaw  to  Monsieur  de  Moustier.  She  ac- 
companies him,  in^  hopes  that  a  change  of  climate  may 
assist  her  feeble  health,  aod  also  that  she  may  procure 
a  mord  valuable  education  for  her  son^  and  safer  from 
seduction,  in  America  than  in  France.^  I  think  it  impos- 
sible to  find  a  better  woman,  more  amiable^  more  modest, 
more  simple  in  her  mai^iers,  dress,  and  way  of  ihi^iking. 
She  will  deserve  the  friendship,  of  Mrs.  Jay ;  and  the 
way  to  obtain  hers,  is  to  receive  and  treat  her  without 
the  shadow  of  euquette. 

The  Count  de  Aranda  leaves  us  in  a  day  or  two.  He 
desired  me  to  recall  him  to  your  recollection,  and  to  as- 
sure you  of  his  friendship.  In  a  letter,  which  I  mean  as 
a  private  tme^  I  may  venture  details  too  minute  for  a 
public  one,  yet  not  unamusing  or  unsatisfactory.    I  may 
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venture  names,  loo,  Without  the  danger  of  thetr  gelling 
into  a  newspaper.  There  has  long  been  a  division  ki 
the  Council  here,  on  the  question  of  war  and  peace. 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin  and  Monsieur  de  Breteuil  have 
been  constanlly  for  war.  They  are  supported  in  this  by 
the  Queen.  The  King  goes  for  nothing.  He  hunts  one 
half  the  day,  is  drunk  the  other,  and  signs  whatever  he 
is  bid.  The  Aichbishop  of  Toulouse  desires  peace. 
Though  brought  in  by  the  Queen,  he  is  opposed  to  her 
in  this  capital  object,  which  would  produce  an  alliance 
with  her  brother.  Whether  the  Archbishop  will  yield 
or  not,  I  know  not.  But  an  Intrigue  is  already  begun 
for  ousting  him  from  his  place,  and  it  is  rather  probabte 
it  will  succeed.  He  is  a  good  and  patriotic  Minister  for 
peace,  and  very  capable  in  the  department  of  finance — 
at  least,  he  is  so  in  theory  ;  I  have  heard  his  talents  for 
execution  censuf-ed.  Can  I  be  useful  here  to  Mrs.  Jay 
or  yourself,  in  executing  any  commissions,  great  or  s^all? 
1  offer  you  my  services  with  great  cordiality.  You 
know  whether  any  of  ihe  wines  of  this  country  may 
attract  your  wishes.  Tn  my  lour,  last  spring,  I  visited 
the  best  vineyards  of  Burgundy,  Cfite-rotie,  Hermitage^ 
Lunelle,  Frontignac,  and  white  and  red  Bordeaux^  got 
acquainted  with  the  proprietors,  and  can  procure  for  you 
the  bfest  crops  from  the  vigneron  himselC  Mrs.  Jay 
knows  if  there  is  any  thing  else  here,  in  which  I  could 
be  useful  to  her.  Command  rne  without  ceremony,  as  it 
will  give  me  real  pleasure  to  serve  you  ;  and  be  assured 
of  the  sincere  attachment  and  friendship  with  which  I 
am,  &c.  * 

TH,:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROaf    THOMAS     JEFFERSON   TO    M.    LE    COMTlJ    DE   BfOUS- 
TIER. 

Paris,  October  9,  1787. 
Mr.  Jefferson  has  the  honor  of  presenting  his  respects 
to  Monsieur  le  Comte  de  Moiistier,  and  of  taking  leave 
of  him  by  letter,  which  he  is  prevenCed  doing  in  person, 
by  an  unexpected  visit  to  Versailles  to-day.  He  wit! 
hope  to  have  the  pleasui-e  of  sometimes  hearing  from 
him  J  and  will  take  the  fiberty,  occasionally,  of  troubling 
him  with  a  letter.  He  considers  the  Count  de  Moustler 
as  forming,  with  himself,  the  two  end  links  of  that  chain 
which  holds  the  two  nations  together ;  and  is  happy  to 
have  observed  in  him  dispositions  to  strengthen  rather 
than  to  weaken  it.  It  is  a  station  of  importance,  as  on 
the  cherishing  good  dispositions,  and  quieting  bad  ones, 
will  depend,  in  some  degree,  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  two  countries.  The  Count  de  Mous- 
tier  will  find  the  affections  of  the  Americans  with  France, 
but  their  habits  with  England.  Chained  to  that  coun- 
try by  circumstances,  embracing  what  they  loathe,  they 
realize  the  fable  of  the  living  and  the  dead  bound  to- 
gether. Mr.  Jefferson  troubles  the  Count  de  Mousiier 
with  two  letters  to  gentlemetli  whom  he  wishes  to  recom- 
mend to  his  particular  acquaintance,  and  to  that  of 
Madame  <fe  Brehan.  He  bids  Monsieur  de  Moustier 
a  most  friendly  adieu,  and  wishes  hrm  every  thing 
which  may  render  agreeable  his  passage  across  tKe 
water,  and  his  residence  beyond  it. 
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FROM   THOMAS  Jf^FFERSON   TO   C.   W,  F.   DUMAS*    , 

Paris,  October  14,  1787. 
Sir, 
,  I  Jiave  duly  received  your  favor;  of  October  the  33d 
and  26i,h,  With  respect  to  the  mission  you  suggest  in  the 
formes',  no  powers  are  lodged  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Adams 
and  rayselfl  Congress  commissioned  Mr.  Adams,  Doc- 
tor  Franklin,. and  myself,  to  treat  with  the  Emperor  on 
the  subjects  of  amity  aqd  commerce;  at  the  same 
time,  they  gave  us  the  commission  to  Prussia,  in  which 
you  are  acquainted.  We  proposed  treating  through  the 
Imperial  Ambassador  bere«  It  was  declined  on  their 
part,  and  our  po^er3  e^pired^  having  be«n  given  but  for 
two  years*  Afterwards,  the  same  Ambassador  here  was 
instructed  to  offer  ta  treat  with  us.  I  informed  him  our. 
powers  were  ej^pired,  but  that  I  would  write  to  Congress 
on  the  subject.  I  did. so,  but  have  never  yet  received  an 
answer.  Whether  this  proceeds  from  a  change  of  opin- 
ion in  them,  or  from  the  multiplicity  of  their  occupations, 
I  am  unable  to  say.  But  this  state  of  facts  will  enable 
you  to  see  that  we  have  no  powers,  in  this  instance,  to 
^e  the  measures  you  bad  thought  of^  I  sincerely  sym- 
pathize with  you  in  your  sufferings.  Though  forbidden 
by  my  cb$u*acter  to  meddle  in  the  internal  affairs  of  ^n 
allied  State^  it  is  the  w^sb  of  nay  heart  that  thejr  troubles 
may  have  such  an  issue  as  will  secure  the  greatest  degree 
of  happiness  to  the  body  of  the  people ;  for  it  is  with 
the  mass  of  the  nation  we  are  allied,  and  not  merely  with 
their  governors  To  inform  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  to  follow  their  will,  is  the  chief  duty  of  those  placed 
at  their  liead.    What  party,  in  your  late  stru^Ies,  was 
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most  likely  to  do  this,  you  are  more  oompefent  to  judge 
ihao  I  am.  Under  every  event,  that  you  may  be  safe 
and  happy,  is  the  sincere  wish  <^  bim  who  has  the  honor 
to  be,  &c., 

TH: JEFFERSON. 


FKOM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  MONTMORIN. 

Paris,  October  23, 1787. 
Sir, 
1  take  the  liberty  of  troul^ling  your  Excellency  on  the 
subject  of  the  drrity  which  has  lately  appeared,  for  pro- 
hibiting the  importatbo  of  whale  oils  and  spermaceti,  the 
produce  of  fbreiga  fisheries.  This  production  being  ex- 
pressed in  general  tferras,  seems  to  exclude  the  whale  oife 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  "Kie  uniform  disposition,  however, 
which  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers  have  shown  to  pro- 
mote the  commerce  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  by  encouraging  our  productions  to  come  hither, 
and  particularly  those  of  our  fisheries,  induces  me  to  hope 
that  these  were  not  within  their  view  at  the  passing  of 
this  ori^^  I  am  led  more  into  this  opinion,  when  I  re- 
collect the  assiduity  exercised  for  several  months  m  the 
year  1785,  by  the  committee  appointed  by  Government 
to  investigate  the  objects  of  commerce  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  to  report  the  encouragements  of  which  it  was  sus- 
ceptible ;  the  result  of  that  inve^igation,  which  his  Majes- 
ty's Comptroller  Greneral  did  me  the  honor  to  communi- 
eate  in  a  letter  of  3gd  of  October,  17B6,  stating  therein  the 
principles  which  should  be  established  for  the  future  regu- 
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latjon  Qf  tl^s^t  conEun^roey  and  partieularly  distbgiu$l;»og 
the  article  of  whale  oik  by  as  abatement  of  the  dulies  od 
them  for  ibe  preseni^  and  a  promise  of  farther  abatements 
after  the  year  1790;  the  thorough  reinvestigation  wkh 
which  Monsieur  de  Lambert  honored  this  subject,  when 
the  letter  of  1786  was  to  be  put  into  the  form  of 
an  arrH  ;  that  arrit  itself  bearing  dale  the  29th  of  De- 
cember last,  which  ultimately  confirmed  the  abatements 
of  duty,  present  and  future,  and  declared  that  his  Majesty 
reserved  to  himself  to  grant  other  favors  to  that  produc- 
tion, if,  on  further  information,  he  should  find  it  for  the 
interest  of  the  two  nations  ;  and;  finally,  the  letter  io  wj^h 
Monsieur  de  Lambert  did  me  the  honor  lo  enclose  the 
arrSty  and  to  assure  me  that  the  duties  which  had  been 
levied  on  our  whale  oils,  contrary  lo  the  inteption  of  the 
letter  of  1786,  should  be  restored.  On  a  review,  then, 
of  all  these  circnmstaoces,  I  capnot  but  presume  tbs^t  it 
has  not  be^n  intended  to  reverse,  is  a  moment,  views  so 
maturely  digested  and  uniformly  issued;  and  that  the 
general  expressions  of  the  arrit  of  September  the  28tb 
had  with;n  their  contemplation  the  nations  of  Europe 
only*  This  presumption  is  further  strengthened,  by  liaving 
observed  that  in  the  treaties  of  commerce  made  since  the 
epoch  of  our  independence^  the  jura  gentis  qmiciiswue 
conceded  to  other  natiqns  are  expressly  restrained  to 
those  of  the  "most  favored  European  nation  ;"  his  Ma- 
jesty wisely  foreseeing  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  of  a  natjon  which  brings  notiiing  but 
raw  materials  to  employ  ^he ,  ind^istry  of  bis  subjects, 
very  differently  from  that  of  othei'  European  nations,  who 
bring  mostly  what  has  almidy  passed  through,  all  the 
stages  of  manufacture. 
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•  On  these  circuoastancos  I  take  tbe  liberty  of  asking  in- 
(brmatioD  from  your  E^celleocy,  as  to  tbe  extent  of  the 
late  arrit ;  and  if  I  have  not  been  mistaken  m  supposing 
it  did  not  mean  to  abridge  that  of  December  the  .29th, 
I  would  solicit  ao  explanatory  arr^ty  to  prevent  the  mis- 
constructions of  it  which  will  otherwise  take  place.  It 
is  much  to  be  desired,  too,  that  this  explanation  could  be 
given  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  be  handed 
out  with  the  arr^  of  September  the.28tfa.  Great  alarm 
noay  otherwise  be  spread  among  the  merchants  and  ad- 
venturers in  the  fisheries,  who,  confiding  in  the  stability 
of  reguUtbns  which  bis  Majesty's  wisdom  had  so  long 
and  well  matured,  have  embarked  their  fortui^es  in  specu- 
lations  in  this  branch  of  business. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  to  oae  of  the  princi- 
pal members  of  our  Union  induces  me  to  attend  with 
great  anxiety  tbe  reassuraoce  frojn  jour  Excellency  that 
no  change  has  taken  place  in  his;  Majesty's  views  on  this 
subject;  and  that  bis  dispositions  to  multiply,. rather  than 
diminish,  the  oombinations  of  interest  betweeni  the  two 
people,,  continuei  unaltered* 

Commerce  is  slow  in  changing  its  chaoneL  That  be- 
tween .  this  country  and  the  United  States  is  as  yet  but 
beginning ;  and  this  beginning  has  received  some  checks. 
The  arrit  m  question  would  be  a  considerable  pne,  with- 
out the  explanation  I  have  the  honor  to  ask.  .  I  am  per- 
8uade4  that  a  continuation  of  the  dispositions  ^which  have 
been  hitherto  maoii^isted  towards  us.  will  insure  effects, 
political  and  cogapej'cial,  of  value  to  botb  natk)ns. 

I  have  bad  too  many  proofs  of  the  friendly  interest 
your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  take  in  whatever  may 
strengthen  the  bonds  and  connect  tbe  views  of  the  two 
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countries,  to  doubt  your  patronage  of  the  present  appli- 
cation, brto  pretend  any  occasion  of  repeating  assurances 
of  those  sei^timents'  of  high  i'espect  and  esteem,  with 
which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic,, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


VBOM   TfiOMAS  JBWBftSON  ta  lOHN  JAY.^ 

Pate,  November  3, 1787. 
Sir, 
My  last  letters  to  you  were  of  the  8th  and  27th  of 
October*  In  the  former,  I  mentioned  to  you  the  declara- 
tion of  this  country,  that  they  would  interpose  with 
force  if  the  Prussian  troops  entered  Holland ;  the 
entry  of  those  troops  into  Holland ;  the  declaration 
of  England,  that  if  France  did  oppose  force,  they  would 
consider  it  as  an  act  of  war ;  the  naval  armaments  on 
both  sides ;  the  nomination  of  the  Bailti  de  Suffrein  as 
generalissimo  on  the  ocean ;  and  the  cold  reception  of 
Mr.  Grenville  here,  with  his  conciliatory  proposirions,  as 
so  many  symptoms  which  seemed  to  indicate  a  certain 
and  immediate  rupture.  It  Was,  jndeed,  univei^ally  and 
hourly  expected.  But  the  King  of  Piiissia,  a  little  be- 
fore these  last  events,  got  wind  of  the  alliance  on  the 
carpet  between  France  and  the  two  Empires ;  he  awoke 
to  the  situation  in  which  that  would  place  him ;  he  made 
some  applications  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petei^barg,  to 
divert  the  Empress  from  the  proposed  alliance,  and  sup- 
plicated the  Court  of  London  not  to  abandon  him.  l^at 
Court  bad  also  received  a  hint  of  the  same  project.  Both 
seemed  to  suspect,  for  the  first  time,  that  it  would  be  pos- 
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^blo  for  France  to  abandon  the  Turks^,  and  t]}at  tbey 
were  likely  to  get  more  than  they  had  played  for  at  Con- 
stantinople I  fot  they  bad  meant  nothing  moroth^re,  tbati 
to  divert  the  Empress  and  Emperor  from  the  affairs  of 
the  west)  by  employing  them  in ,  the  east,  and  at  the 
st^e  time  to  embroil  them  with  France  as  the  patroness 
of  the  Turks.     The  Court  of  LiCMidon  engaged  not  to 
abandon  Prussia ;  bat  both  of  them  relaxed  a  little  the 
tone  of  their  proceedings.    The  Kiog  of  Prussia  sent  a. 
Mr«  Alvensleben  bere>  expressly  to  explain  and  sooth  ;^ 
the  King  of  England,  notwithstfrnding  the  cold  receptiomi 
of  his  proposiiioiis  by    GrenviUe,   renewed  ccmfer^acest 
here,  through  Eden  and  the  Duke  of  Dorset.    The  Min^-, 
ister,  in  the  afieeiion-of  bis  heart  for  peaee^  readily  join** 
ed  in  conference ;  and  a  deotiralkm  and  a  counter-deck?, 
radon^  were  coc^d  up  at  Versailles,  and  seat  to  Londoojl 
for  approbation.    They  were  approved,  arrived  here  ai|j' 
one  o'clock   the  27th,  wepe  signed  that  night  at  Ver*^^ 
sailles,  and  on  the  next  day  I  had  the  hom)r  of  enclosing^ 
^m  to  you,   under   cover  to  the  Count  de  Mousrier/ 
whom  I  supposed  still  at  Brest ;  chtingmy  letter,  as  ofthef 
37tb,  by  mistake^  ibr  the  28th,    ii^i,  however,  these 
fMipers  sbouldnot  have  got  to  Brett  befisre  thi' departure 
jof  the   Count   de  Bfoustier,  V  now  endp^  you  other 
eopies.    The  English  dedaration  states  4  notificaiioh  of 
(his  Court,  in  September,  by  BartheleDy>  their  Minister 
at  London,  '<  that  they  IvouM  send  succors  into  BoUand," 
as  the  first  cauSecrf  Eoghmd^s  armiig }  desires m  expla- 
oation  of  the  intentions  of  this  C^MPt  as  lo  the  affidss  of 
Holland,  and  profioses  to  disarnt ;  on  booditbn,  however^ 
(bat  the  King  of  France  sbal^not  retm«iy  hostile  views^ 
in  any  quarter^  iat  what  has  beeo  done  ia  Holland.    This 
Vol.  111.^31 
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last  phitise  V9ns  to  secure  Prussia,  according  to  proniist. 
The  King  of  France  acknowledges  ihe  notifoation  bf 
his  Minister  at  London,  ^promises  be  will  do  notbing  in 
consequence  of  it,  declares  he  bas  no  infention  to  inter* 
meddle  with  force  in  the  affitirs  of  Holland,  and  that  be 
will  entertain  hostile  views  4n  no  quarter,  ibr>  what. has 
been  done  there.  He  disavows  having  ever  bad  any  in* 
tention  to  interpose  with  force  in  the  afiairs  of  that  re- 
public. This  disavowal  begins  the  sentence  which  ac- 
knowledges he  had  notified  the  contrary  to  the  Court 
of  London,  and  it-  includes'  no  apology  to  sooth  the 
feelings  which  may  be  excited  in  the  breasts  of  the  pa- 
triots of  Holland,  at  hearing  the  King  declare  he  never 
did  intend  to  aid  them  with  &)vtei  when  promises  to 
do  this  were  the  baas  of  those  very  attempts  to  better 
the  constitution^  winch  have  ended  in  its  ruin,  as  well  as 
their  own. 

I  have  analyzed  these  declarations,  bedause,  being 
somewhat  wrapped  up  m  their  expressions,  their  full  im- 
,pon  might  escape,  on  a  transient  reading ;  and  it  is  ne- 
cessaiy  it  should  not  escape;  It  conveys  to  us  the  im- 
portantl^SQii,  thai  no  ckcumatances  of  nK>rality,  honor, 
interest,  C4f  engagement,  are  sufficient  to  authorize  a 
secure  reliwce  on  any  nation,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  po- 
siuons*  X  njQntent  of  dHBculty,  or  a  moment  of  «rror, 
may  render  forest  useless  the  most  friendly  dispositions 
in  the  KSng,  in  th^  major  part  of  bis  Ministers,  and  the 
whole  of  his  nation.  The  present  paelication  is  con- 
adered  by  mart  as  iMAy  a  short  mice.  They  calculate 
outhe  spirit  of  the  aatiui,  and  noC  on  the  tfgued  hand 
wWch  guides  ita  movemwit».  It  is  cer^in  t)jat,  from  this 
^moment,  the  whole  ^yatam  ot  Eunpe  changes    Instead 
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of  counting  together  England,  Apstria,  and  Russia,  as 
tieretofoce,  against  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Prussia,  and 
Turkey,  the  division  will  probably  be  England,.  Holland, 
and  Prussia,  against  France,  Austria,  Russia,  and  perhaps 
Spain.  This  last  power  is  not  sure,  because  (lie  dispo^ 
sition  of  its  heir  apparent  is  not  sure.  But  whether  the 
present  be  truce  or  peace,  it  will  allow  <ime  to  mature  the 
condirrons  of  the  alUanee  between  France  and  the  two 
Empires,  always  supposed  to  be  (m  the  carpet.  It  is 
thought  to  be  obstructed  by  the  avidity  of  the  Emperor, 
who  would  swallow  a  good  part  of  Turkey,  Silesia,  Ba- 
varia, and  the  riglHs  of  tlie  Germatiic  body.  To'tfae  two 
or  three  6rst  articles  France  might  consent,  receiving  in 
gratification  a  well-romided  portion  of  the  Austrian  Ne- 
thedands,  with  the  islands  ef  Candia^  Cyprus,  Rhodes^ 
and  perhaps  Lower  Egypt.  Bot  til  this  is  hi  embryo, 
uncei'taiDiy  known,  and  oounterworked  by  the  macbinft- 
tions  of  the  Courts  of  London  and  Bedin. 

The  following  solution  of  the  Britiisfh  armaments  i^ 
supposed  in  a  letter  of  the  C5th  ultimo,  from  Cok«rei 
Blachden,  of  Connecticut,  now  at  Dunkirk,  to  ti^e  Mar- 
-quis  de  la  Fayette.  I  will  cite  it  in  his  own  wn^-  ^  A 
gentleman  wlio  left  London  two  dAys  ago,  a»^  came  to 
this  plaoe  to-day,  informs  me  that  it  is  ^^  generally 
supposed  that  Mr.  Pitt's  great  secret,  wWcb  has  puzzled 
the  whole  nation  so  long,  and  to  accomplish  which  de- 
sign the  whole  force  of  the  riation  is  armed,  is  to  make 
a  vigorous  efibrt  for  the  recover)''  of  America.  When  I 
r^dlect  the  deUy  they  have  made  in  delivering  the  forts 
in  America,  and  that  Me  more  than  a  year  ago  one  of 
the  British  Ministry  «vrote  16  the  Kitig  a  letter  in  which 
were  these  remarkabje  words:  ^ if  your  MajWf  pleases, 
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America  may  yelbe  yours;'  add  to  this,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible for  the  present  JMioi^try  in  Epgiand  to  efiept  such  a 
mauer,  they  would  secure  their  places  and  their  power 
for  a  long,  time,  and,  should  they  fail  in  the  epd,  they 
would  be  certain  of  holding  them  during  the  attempt, 
which  it  is  in  their  power  to  prolong  as  much  as  they 
l^ease,.  ands  at  all  events,  they  would  boaat  of  having 
'  endeavored  the  recovery  ef  what  a  Ibrmer  Ministry  had 
absuidpned,  it  is  possible."    A  ^ilar  surmise  has  come 
in  a  ktter  fr^m  a  person  in  Rotterdam  to  one  at  this 
place.    I  am  sutisfied  the  King  of  Englai^  believes  the 
mass  or  our  people  to  be  tii^d  pf  their  indq[>endencey 
a^d  desirous  of  returning  under  his  government ;   and 
that  the  same  opinion  pffevaik  in  iho  Ministry  and  nfation. 
They  have  hired  their  iiewswriters  to  repeat  this  lie  in 
their  gasetles  so  loqg^  that  Uiey  havo  beeome  the  dupes 
^  it  themsdva.    Bwt  theie. is  »o, oqcasipn  to  recur  to 
this,  in  order  to^Aoc^ot  for  their  arming.    A  imre  ra* 
tV>na{  purpoae  ftvowed,  that  purpose  executed,  and,  when 
^e^uted,  a  solemn  agreement  tp  dtsiim,  seism  to  leave 
BO  doybt  that  the  re-eatablishmeat  of  the  Stadtholder 
was  tVeii^objeiot.    Yet,  it  U  possible  that  having  fpond 
that  thij^Cfturt  will  iiot  mjike  "war  in  this  momei^t  lor  any 
ally,  laew  ne^  may  arise,  and  they  may  think  the  mo- 
ment favoraUe  for  executing  any  purpose  they  may 
have  in  our  quartev.    Add  to  this,  that  reason  is  no  aid 
in   calculating  their  raoi»^m^te»     We  ajre,  ihereforte, 
never  safe,  till  our  magazines  are  filled  witl;t  arms.    The 
pr^ent  9ea«on  of  truce  or  p^ace  shouW,  in  my  opmion, 
be  improved  withoui  a  mpoiem'a  respite  tq  efl^t  this 
essential  olyilci;  and  no  n^eaas  W  pmitl«d  by  which 
money  may  tie.  obtaid^d  fer.the  putpose.    I  siay  this, 
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howei^r,  with  due  deferein^  lo  the  opinkm  of  Congress, 
who  %fe  better  judges  of  the  necessity  and  practicability 
of  the  measure,  . 

I  meatioaed  to  you,  in  a  former  letter,  the  applicatiou 
I  bad  made  to  the  Dutch  Ambassadors  and  Prussian 
Envoy,  for  the  proiectioa  of  Mr.  Dumas.  The  latter 
soon  after  received  an  assurance  tliat  he  was  put  under 
the  protection  of  the  States  of  Holland  ;  and  the  Dutch 
Ambassador  called  on  me  a  few  days  ago,  to  inform 
me,  by  instructions  from  his  constituents.  **  that  the  States 
General  had  received  a  written  appFicatiott  from  Mr. 
Adams,  praying  their  protection  of  Dumas  ^  that  they 
had  instructed  their  Greyer ,  Fagd,  to  assure  Mr.  Adams, 
hy  letter,  that  he  was  under  the  protection  of  the  States 
of  Holland;  but  to  inform  him,  at  the  same  time,  that 
Mr.  Dumas's  conduct,  out  of  the  line  of  his  office,  had 
been  so  extraordinary,  that  they  would  expect  de  V  ho-- 
9^Hete  de  Mr.  Adams  that  he  would  charge  some  other 
person  wkh  the  aftirs  of  the  United  States  dtffing  his  ab- 
senc6.^' 

Your  letter  of  September  the  8th  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived. I  sliail  pay  due  attention  to  the  instructions 
relative  to  the  medals,  w^d  give  any  aid  I  can  in  tli4 
case  of  Bosses  vessel.  As  yet,  however,  my  endeavors 
to  find  Monsieur  Pauly,  moeat  au  jconseil  d^etatj  rue  Co" 
gmlRire^  have  b^n  inefieetual.  There  is  no  such  per- 
son living  in  that  stre^.  I  found  a  Mon^eur  Pauly, 
tivocat  mi  Parlement^  in  another  part  of  the  town ;  he 
opened  the  letter,  but  aaid  it  oould  not  mean  bim.  I 
shall  advertise  in  the  paUic  papers  ;  if  that  fails,  there 
will  be  no  otlier  chance  of  finding  bim.  Mr.  Varnum 
will  do  wen,  therefore,  to  send  some  other  description  by 
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wbieb  the  person  may  hp  found.  ladeed,  some  friend-  of 
tbe  party  interested  sbotikl  be  engaged  to  follow  up  tbb 
business,  as  it  will  require  constant  attention^  and  proba- 
bly a  much  larger  sum. of  money,  than  that  named  in  the 
bill  enclosed  in  Mr*  Varmim's  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  fvom  O'Bryen 
to  me,  contaioing  information  from  Algiers,  and  one  from 
Mr.  Montgomery  at  Alicant.  TbQ  purpose  o^  sending 
you  this  last  is  to  ^ow  you  bow  much  the  difficulties  of 
ransom  are/mcreased  since  tbe  Spanish  negotiations. 
The  Russian  captives  have  cost  about  eight  thousand  li* 
vres  apiece,  on  an  average.  I  certainly  have  no  idea 
that  we  should  give  any  such  sum ;  ^and  therefore,  if  it 
should  be  the  sense  of  Coi^ess  to  ^ve  s«icb  a  price,  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  it  by  instruction.  My  idea  is,  that 
we  should  not  ransom,  but  on  tbe  footing  of  the  nation 
which  pays  least,  that  it  may  be  as  Kttle  worth  their 
while  to  go  in  pursuit  of  us  as  any  Astioo.  This  is 
cruelty  ta  the  individuals  now :  in  captivity,  but  kindness 
to  the  hundreds  that  would  soon  be  so,  were  we  to  make 
it  worth  tbe  while  of  those  piraties  to  go  put  of  the  straits 
in  quest  of  us.  As  soon  as  money  is  provided,  I  shall 
put  this  busbess  into  train.  I  ha\^  takeo  measures  to 
damp  at  Algiers  all  expectations  of  our  proposing  to  ran- 
som at  any  price.  I  feel  the  distress  wliksh  this  must  oc- 
casion to  our  countrymen  there,  and  th^ir  connexions ; 
but  tl)e  object  of  it  is  their  ultiotate  godd,  by  bringing 
down  their  holders  to  such  a  pric^  as  we  ought  to  pay^  in- 
stead of  letting  them  remain  in  ^cfa  expectations  as  can- 
not be  gittified.  The  (Gazettes  of  France  imd  Lieydea 
^c6ompahy  this..    I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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[The  annexed  are  translations  of  thfe  declaration  and 
couqter-deciaration  referred  to  i^  the  preceding 
letter*] 

DECLARATIOIf. 

The  events  which  hajftB  taken  plac6  in  the  republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  appearing  no  longer  to  leave  any 
^ibjectof  discussion,  and  still  less  of  dispute,  between 
the  two  Courts,  the  undersigned  are  authorized  to  ask  if 
it  be  the  intention  of  his  mo^t  Christian  Majesty  to  act  in 
pursuance  of  the  notification  given  on  the  16th  of  last 
month  by  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  raost  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  which,  announcing  his  purpose  of  aiding  Hol- 
land, has  occasioned  nnaritime^  armaments  on  fhe  part  of 
his  Majesty,  which  arniamenis  have  become  reciprocal. 

If  the  Court  of  Versailles  is  disposed  to  explain  itself 
on  this  subject,  and  on  the  conduct  adopted  towards  the 
republic,  in  a  manner  coRibrmsible  to  the  desire  evinced 
by  each  party,  to  procure  a  good  understanding  between 
the  two  Courts;  it  being  also  understood, tit  the  same 
time,  that  no  hostile  view  is  entertained  in  any  quarter, 
in  consequence  of  the  past ;  bis  Majesty,  always  eager 
to  manifest  his  concurrence  in  the  friendly  sentiments  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  agrees  forthwith  that  the  ar- 
maments, and,  in  general,  all  preparations  for  war,  shall 
be  mutually  discontinued,  and  that  the  marines  of  the 
two  nations  shall  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  a  peace 
establishment,  such  as  fisted  on  the  first  of  January  of 
the  present  yeai*. 

DORSET, 
WM.  EDEN. 

.    At  Versailles,  the  27lh  of  October,  1787. 
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GOUNTER-DECJLARATl  ON, 

It  D&ither  being,  nor  ever  having  been,  the  intentioo 
of  his  Majesty  to  interpose,  by  force,  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  communication 
made  to  the  Court  of  Londcm  by  Air.  Barthelemy  having 
bad  no  other  object  than  to  announce  to  tbat  Court  a^ 
intention,  tbe^tiotives  of  which  no  longer  ex'ist,  espectaUif 
Mince  the  King  of  Prmsia  has  made  knotun  his  resoilu* 
tion^  bis  Majesty  makes  no  difficulty  in  declaring  that  he 
has  no  wi$h  io .  act  in  pursuance  of  the  confimunication 
aibresaidi  arid  tha(  be  entertain  no  hostile  view  in  an; 
quarter,  relative  to  what  has  passed  jn  Holland. 

Consequently,  his  Majesty,  desirii^  to  concur  in  tb^ 
sentiments  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  preservation 
of  a  good  understanding  between  tbe  two  Courts,  con*- 
seqts  with  pleasure  to  the  proposition  of  bis  Britannic 
Majesjty I  tbat  the  armaments,  and,  in  general,  all  prepa* 
rations  (ov  war,  shall  b^  mutually  discontinued,  and  that 
the  navies  of  the  two  nations  shall  be  replaced  upon  thQ 
foojiing  of  the  peace  establishment,  as  it  existed  on  tb9 
first  day  of  January  of  the  present  year. 

MONTMORIN. 

At  Versailles,  tjie  27th  October,  1787. 


FROM   THOMAS  JEFF|:BSOIf  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

(Private.) 

Paris,  November  S,  1787. 
Dear  Sir,  . 

I  ^hall  take  the  liberty  of  confiding  sometimes  to  a 
private  letter  .such  details  of  the  small  history  of  the 
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Coort  or  Cmbtoet,  as  mayJbe  worthy  of  bring  kpown^ 
and  yet  not  proper  to  be  publicly  connnuoieated.  I 
doubt  whether  the  administratioo  is  yet  in  a  permanent 
form.  The  Count  de  Montmorin  and  Beaton  de  Bre- 
teuil  ore,  I  beUeye,  firm  enough  in  their  places.  It  was 
doubted  -  whether  they  would  wait  for  the  Count  de  Ja 
Luzerne,  if  thenar  b^d  taken  place ;  but,  at  preaeni,  I 
suppose  tliey  will,  I  wish  it,  also,  because  M.  de  Hec* 
tor,  bis  only  competitor,  has  on  some  occasion  shown 
little  value  -for  the  connexion  with  us.  Lambert,  the 
Comptroller  General,  is  thought  to  be  very  insecure*  I 
should  be  sorry,  also,  to  lose  him.  I  have  worked  seve-^ 
ral  days  with  him,  the  Mar<[tiis  de  la  Fayette^  and  Mon- 
sieur du  Pont,  (father  of  the  young  gentleman  gone  to 
America  with  the  Count  de  Monstier,)  to  reduce  into  one 
arrit  whatever  coicerned  our  commerce.  I  have  found 
him  a  man  of  great  judgment  and  application,  possessing 
good  general  principles  on  subjects  of  commerce,  and 
friendly  dispositions  towards  us.  He  passed  the  arrit 
in  a  very  favorable  form,  but  it  has  been  opposed  in  the 
Council,  and  will,  I  fear,  mSer  some  alteration  in  the 
article  of  whale  oil.  That  of  tobacco,  which  was  put 
into  a  separate  instrument^  experiences  difficulties .  also, 
which  do  not  come  from  him.  M.  du  Pont  has  rendered 
tts  essential  services  on  these  occasi(U)s.  I  wish  bis  son 
could  be  so  well  noticed,  as  to  make  a  favoi^able  report 
to  his  father ;  he  would,  I  think,  be  gratified  by  it^  and 
bis  good  dispositions  be  strengthened,-  and  rendered  fur* 
ther  .useful  to  us.  Whether  I.  shall  be  able  to  send  you 
these  reguhtions  by  the  pKsent  packet,  will  depend  on 
their  getting  through  the  Council  in  time.  The  Arch- 
bishop continues  well  with  his  patroness.    Her  object  is^ 
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a  close  connexion  with  be)*  brother.  I  suppose  he  oon* 
Yinces  her  that  peace  will  furnish-  tlie  best  occasion  of 
cementing  that  connexion. 

It  may  not  be  uninstructive  to  give  you  the  origin  and 
nature  of  his  influence  with  the  Queen.  When  the: 
Duke  de  Cboiseul  proposed  the  marriage  of  the  Dau^ 
phin  wkh  this  lady,  he  thought  it  proper  to  send  a  per* 
son  to  Vienna^  to  perfect  her  in  the  language.  He  asked 
his  friend,  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  to  recommend 
to  him  a  proper  person.  He  recommended  a  certain 
Abb<.  The  Abbe,  from  his  first  arrival  at  Vienna, 
either  tutored  by  his  patron,  or  prompted  by  gratitude^ 
impressed  on  the  Queen^s  mind  the  exalte^  talents  and 
merits  of  the  Archbishop,  and  contkwally  represented 
him  as  the  only  man  fit  to  be  placed  at  the  helm  of 
affairs.  On  his  return  to  Paris,  being  retained  near  the 
person  of  the  Queen,  he  kept  him  constandy  in  her 
view.  The  Archbishop  was  named  of  the  AssemUee 
ies  Notables,  had  occasion  enough  there  to  prove  his 
talents,  and  Count  ^e  Vergennes,  his  gre^t  enemy, 
dying  opportunely,,  the  Queen' got  him  into  place;  He 
uses  the  Abb6  even  yet,  for  instilling  all  his  notions  into 
her  miotf.  That  he  has  imposing  talents  and  patriotic 
dispositions,  I  think  is  certain.  Good  judges  think  him 
a  theorist  only,  Uttle  acquainted  With  the  details  of  busi* 
ness,  and  spoiling  all  his  plans  by  a  bungling  execution. 
He  may,  perhaps,  undergo  a  severe  trial.  His  best  ac- 
tions are  exciting  against  him  a  host  of  enemies,  particu*- 
larly  the  reduction  of  the  pensions,  and  reforms  in  other 
branches  of  economy.  Some  think  the  oihor  Ministers 
are  willing  he  should  stay  in,  till  he  has  efiected  this 
^ions  yet  necessary  work,  and  that  they  will  then  inake 
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him  tb^  scapegoat  of  the  transaction/  The  declarations 
too,  which  I  send  you  in  my  public, letter,  if  they  should 
become  public,  wiii  probably  raise  a  universal  cry.  It 
will  all  iall  on  him,  because  ]Vl6ptmorin  and  Breteuil 
say,  without  reserve,  that  the  sacrifice  of  the  Dutch  has 
been  against  their  advice.  He  will,  perhaps,  not  per- 
mit these  declarations  to  appear  in  this  country^  Tliey 
are  absolutely  unknown;  they  were  communicated  to 
me  by  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  and  I  believe  no  other  copy 
has  been  given  here.  They  will  be  published  doubtless 
in  England,  as  a  proof  of  their  triumph,  and  may  from 
thence  make  their  way  into  this  country.  If  the  Premier 
can  stem  a  few  months,  he  may  remain  long  in  office, 
and  will  never  make  war  if  he  can  help  it.  If  he  should 
be  removed,  the  peace  will  probably  be  short.  He  is 
solely  chargeable  with  the  loss  of  Holland.  True,  they 
eould  not  have  raised  money  by  taxes  to  supply  tlie  ne- 
cessities of  war ;  but  could  they  do  it  we^e  their  finances 
ever  so  well  arranged  ?  No  nation  makes  war  now-a- 
days,  but  by  tlie  aid  of  loans:  and  it  is  probable  that,  in 
a  war  for  the  liberties  of  Holland,  all  the  treasures  of  that 
country  would  have  been  at  their  service.  They  have 
DOW  k>st  the  cow  which  furnishes  the  milk  of  war.  She 
will  be  on  the  side  of  their  enemies,  whenever  a  rupture 
shfill  take  place ;  and  no  arrai^eiHent  of  thfir  finances 
can  countervail  this  circumstance. 

I  have.no  doubt  you  permit  access  to  the  letters -of 
your  foreign  Ministers,  by  persons  only  of  the  most,  per- 
fect trust.  It  is  in  the  European  system  to  bribe  the 
clerks  high,  in  order  to  obtain  copies  of  interesting  pa- 
pers. I  am  sure. you  are  equally  attentive  to  the  con- 
veyance of  your  letters  to  us,  /Qs  jgu  know  that  all  are 
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opened  that  pass  through  uny  post  office  of  Europe 
Your  letters  which  come  by  the  packet,  if  put  into  the 
mail  at  NeW  York,  or  into  the  post  office  at  Havre,  wore 
proofs  that  they  had  been  opened.  The  passenger  to 
whom  they  are  confided  should  be  cautioned  always  to 
keep  them  in  his  own  hands,  till  he  can  deliver  them  per* 
sonally  in  Paris. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FHOM  THOHAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DC  MONTMQRIN. 

Paris,  November  6,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  Excellency's  perusal 
of  the  enclosed  case  of  an  American  hostage,  confined  in 
the  prisons  of  Diinikirk.  Ifis  continuance  there  seems  to 
be  usdess,  and  yet  endless.  Not  knowing  how  far  the 
Government  can  interfere  for  his  relief,  as  it  is  a  case 
wherein  private  property  is  concerned,  I  do  not  presume 
to  ask  his  liberation  absolutely;  but  I  will  solicit  from 
your  Excellency  such  measures  in  his  behalf,  as  the  laws 
and  usages  of  the  country  may  permit. 

The  Comptroller  General  having  been  so  good  as  to 
explain  to  me,  in  a  c6nversatk>n,  that  he  wished  to  know 
what  dqties  were  levied  in  England  on  American  whale 
oil,  I  have  had.  tbe  bdnor  of  informing  him  by  letter, 
that  the  ancient  duties  on  that  article  are  seventeen  poumb 
six  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  the  ton,  and  that  some 
late  additional  duties' make  them  amount  to  abo^t  eighteed 
pounds  sterling ;  that  the  common  whale  oil  selis^  there 
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but  (or  about  20  pounds  sterliag  the  toD^  and  of  course 
tbe  duty  ajncHmts  to  a  prohibition*  This  duty,  was  originr 
aUy  laid  on  all  foreign  fish  oil,  with  a  view  to  favor  the 
British  ami  American  fisheries.  When  we  became  inde- 
pendent, and  of.coarse  foreign  to  Great  Britain,  we  becan^ 
Sttbject  to  the  foreign  duty.  No  duty,  therefore,  which 
F^rance  may  think  proper  to  lay  on  th'is  artiple,  can  ^drive 
tt  to  the  English  market.;  it  could  only  oblige  the  in- 
habitants of  Nantucket  to  abandon  their  fisheries.  But 
the  poverty  of  their  soil  offering  them  no  other  resource, 
they  must  quit  their  country,  and  either  establish  them- 
selves in  Nova  Scotia,  where,  as  British  fisha*men,  they 
may  participate  of  the  British  premium,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  price  of  tbeir  whale  oil,  or  they  must  accept 
the  conditions  which  this  Government  offers  for  the  estab- 
li$bin6nt  tbey  have  proposed  at  Dupkirk,  Your  Excel- 
lejDCy  will  judge  what<Mmditions  may -counterbalance,  in 
ibeir  minds,  the  ciicumstances  of  the  vicinity  of  Nova 
Scodai  sameness  of  langtyage,  laws,  religion^  customs,  and 
kindred.  Remaining  in  their  native  country,  to  which 
they  are  jmost  singularly  attached,  excluded  from  com- ' 
merce  with  England,  taught  to  look  to  France  as  the  only 
oountry  from  wliich  they  can  derive  si^tenance,^they 
will,  in  case  of  war,  become  usefiil  rovers  against  its 
enemies.  Their  position,  their  pqverty,*  their  courage, 
their  address,  and  their  hatred,  will  render  them  formida- 
ble scourges  on  the  British  commerce.  It  is  to  be  con- 
sidered, then,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  duty  which  M.  de 
Calotme  had  proposed  to  retain  on  this  oil,  may  endanger 
the  shifting  this  useful  body  of  seamen  out  of  our  joint 
scale  into  that  of  the  British,  and  also  may  suppress  a 
considerable  subject  of  exchangi^  for  the  productions  of 
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France;  on- the  other  hand,  that  it  may  produce  an  ad- 
dition to  his  Majesty's  reveifiue.  What  I  hav6  thus  far 
said,  is  ^n  the  supposition  that  the  duty  may  operate  as  a 
diminution  of  the  price  received  by  the  fishermen.  If  it 
act  in  the  contrary  direction,  and  produce  an  augmenta- 
tion of  price  to  the  consumer,  it  immediately  brmgs  into 
competition  a  variety  of  other  oils,  vegetable  and  animal^ 
a  good  part  of  which  France  receives  from  abroad ;  and 
the  fisherman,  thus  losing  his  market,  is  compelled  equally 
to  change  either  his  calling  or  country.  When  M .  de 
Calonne  first  agreed  to  reduce  the  duties  to  what  be  has 
declared,  I  had  great  hopes  the  commodity  could  bear 
them,  and  that  it  would  become  a ''medium  of  commerce 
between  France  and  the  United  States.  I  must  confess, 
however,  that  my  expectations  have  not  been  fulfilled, 
and  that  little  has  Coihe  here  as  yet.  This  induces  me 
to  fear  that  it  is  so  poor  an  article,  that  any  duty  what- 
ever will  suppress  it.  Should  this  take  place,  and  the 
spirit  of  emigration  once  seize  those  people,  perhaps  ah 
abolition  of  all  duty  might  then  conie  too  late  to  stop 
what  it  would  now  easily  prevent.  I  fear  there  is  danger 
in  the  experiment,  and  it  remains  for  the  wisdom  of  bis 
•Majesty  and  his  Ministers  to  decide  whether  the  pros- 
pect of  gain  to  the  revenue,  or  establishing  a  national 
fishery,  may  compensate  this  danger.  If  the  Grovern- 
ment  should  decide  to  retain  the  duty,  I  shall  acquiesce 
in  it  cheerfully,  and  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  en- 
courage my  countrymen  still  to  continue  their  occupa- 
tion. 

The  actual  session  of  our  several  Legislatures  would 
render  it  interesting  to  forward,  immediately,  the  regula- 
tions proposed  on  our  commerce ;  and  the  expiration  of  the 
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order  of  Bemi,  at  the  close  of  this  month,  eadangers  a 
suspension  aqd  derangement  in  the  commerce  of  tobacco, 
very  embarrassing  to  the  merchants  of  the  two  countries. 
Pardon  me  therefore,  Sir,  if  I  appear  solicitous  to  obtain 
the  ultimate  decision  of  his  Majesty's  Council  on  these 
tubjects,  and  to  ask  as  early  a  communication  of  that  de- 
cision as,slHiII  be  convenient.  .  . 

I  hdve  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

TH:  JEFFERSQN. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

iParis,  November  13,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 
This  will  be  delivered  you  by  young  Mr.  Rutledge. 
Your  knowledge  of  his  father  wHl  introduce  him  to  your 
notice.  He  merits  it,  moreover,  on  his  own  account. 
'  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  your  favors  of  October  the 
8th  and  26th.  That  of  August  the  25th  was  duly  re- 
ceived/ nor  can  I  recollect  by  what  accident  I  was  pre- 
vented from  acknowledging  it  in  mine  of  September  the 
2Sth.  It  has  been  the  source  of  my  subsistence  hitherto, 
and  must  continue  to.  be  so,  untril  I  receive  letters  on  the 
afiairs  of  money  from  Anierica.  Van  Stapborsts  and 
Willinks  have  answered  my  drafts.  Your  books  for  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  are  received  here.  ]  will  notify  it 
to  him,  who  is  at  present  with  his  provincial  assembly  in 
Auvergne. 

Little  is  said  lately  of  the  progress  of  the  negotiations 
between  the  Courts  of.  Petersburg,  Vienna,  and  Versailles. 
The  distance  of  the  former,  and  the  cautious,  unassam- 
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ing  obaracter  of  its  Mmiker  here,  is  one  cause  of  delays ; 
a  greater  one  is,  the  greediness  and  unstable  character  of 
the  Emperor.  Nor  do  I  think  that  the  principal  here 
wilt  be  easily  induced  to  lend  himself  to  any  connexion, 
whieh  shall  threaten  a  war  within  a  cmisiderable  DUti4>et 
of  years.  His  own  reign  will  be  that  of  peace  only,  in 
all  probability ;  and  were  any  accident  to  tumble  him 
down,  this  cotintry  would  immediately  gird  on  its  sword 
and  buckler,  and  trust  to  occurrences  for  supplies  of 
money.  The  wound  their  honor  has  sustained  festers 
in  their  hearts  ;  and  it  niay  be  said,  with  truth,  that  the 
Archbishop,  and  &  few  priests  determined  to  support  his 
measures,  because  proud  to  see  their  order  come  again 
into  power,  are  the  only  advocates  for  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  has  been  pursued.  It  is  said,  aad  believed 
tbrougli  Paris  literally,  thai  the  Count  de  Montinorin 
''pkuroit  comne  un  enfanf,"  ^hen  obliged  to  gign  the 
counter-declaration.  Considering  the  phrase  as  figura- 
tive, I  believe  it  expresses  the  disti^ss  of  bis  teart ;  in- 
deed, he  has  made  no  secret  of  fats  individual  dpinion. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  principal  goes  oh  with  a  firm  and 
patriotic  spirit  in  refevming  the  cruel  abuses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, aad  preparing  a  new  constitution,  which  will 
give  to  this^  people  as  much  liberty  as  they  are  capable 
of  nwmaging.  This,  I  ihirik,  will  he  the  glory  of  his  ad- 
tdinistradon,  because,  though  a  good  theorist  in  finance, 
he  is  thought  to  executehadly.  Thtey  are  about  to  open 
a  loan  of  one  hundred  miSons'  to  supply  present  wantd, 
and  it  is  said  the  preface  of  the  arrit  will  contain  a  pro- 
mise of  the  oonvocatiod  of  the  Statfes  General  during 
the  ensuing  year.  Twelve  or  fifteen  provincial  assent- 
bites  are  already  in  action,  and  are  gdng  on  well ;  and  I 


tbiok  tfaat>  thoui^  tbe  nalion  suffers  in  repulaiion,  k  wiU 
gain  lofiQitely  in  happiaess,  under  the  present  administira* 
lion.  I  enclose  to  Kir.  Jay  a  pamphlet,  which  I  ffiil  beg  o( 
you  to  forward,  I  leave  it  open  i#r  your  perusal.  When 
you  shall  have  read  it,  be  so  good  as  to  stick  a  wafer  in  it. 
It  is  not  yet  published,  nor  will  be  for  some  days.  This 
copy  has  been  ceded  to  me  a?  a  favor. 

How  do  you  like  our  new  constitution  ?     I  confess 
there  are  things  in  it  which  ^stagger  all  my  disposilkms  to 
subscribe  to  what  such  an  assembly  has  proposed.     The 
house  of  federal  representatives  will  not  be  adequate  to 
tbe   management   of  affairs,   either  foreign  or  federal. 
Their  President  seems  a  bad  edition  of  a,  Polish  JCing* 
He  may  be  elected  from  four  years  to  four  years,  for  li(e4 
Reason  and  experience  prove  to  us  that  a  chief  magis* 
trate,  so  Qontiauable,  is  an  o^er  for  life.    When  one  ot 
two  generations  shall  have  proved  that  this  is  an  offico 
for  life,  it  becomes,  on  every  succession,  worthy  of  in- 
trigue, of  bribery,  of  force,  a^d  eveo  pf  foreign  inter^ 
ference.     It  will  be  of  great  consequence  to  Fmnce  and 
England  to  have  America  governed  by  a  Galbman.or 
Angloman.    Oace  in  office,  and  possessing  the  military 
force  of  tbe  Union,  without  the  aid,  or  check  of  9  Couo^ 
eil,  he  would  not  b^  easily  dethroned,  even  if  the  p^*® 
could  be  induced  to  withdraw  their  votes  from  h/^f     ^ 
wish  that,  at  the  end  of  the  four  years,. they  h^  tnade 
bim  forever  ipeligible  a  second  time,     Ind^>  ^  ,think 
all  tbe  good  of  this  new  constitution  mfi^  *^*^®  ^^^ 
couched  in  three  or  four  new  articles,,  V^  added  to  the 
g^d,  old,  and  venerable  fabric^  wlj^showld  \^ye  bemr 
pieserved,  even  as  >  religious  /^c-    Present  me  and 
Oiy  daughters    aff^tionatel/  M   Mis.   Adams.     Tbe 
Vol.  Ill,— 22 
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yotfngeron^dOQfii^ues  to  speak  of  ber  wiftrmiy.  Aceept, 
yourself,  assurances  of  tbe  sincere .  esteem  and  respeet 
fHth  which 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


*:.      TBOM  TBOMJK8  JBrFBmSOSr  TO  COLONEL   SHI7H. 

'  Paris,  November  13,   1787. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of 
October  the  4th,  8th,  and  26th.     In  the  last,  you  apolo- 
gize for  your  letters  of  introduction  to  Americans  coming 
here.     It  is  so  far  from  needing  apology  on  your  part, 
that  it  calls  for  thatiks  on  mme.    I  endeavor  to  show 
civilities  to  al!  the  Americans  who  cortie  here,  and  who 
will  give  me  opportunities  of  doing  it.     And  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  comfort  to  know,  from  a  good  quarter,  what  they 
aiie,  and  how  fai"  1  niJiy  go  m  my  attentions  to  them. 
*  Cati  you  send  me  Woodmanson's  bills  for  the  two 
copymg  presses  for  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  the 
Marquis  de  Chastelltix  ?    The  latter  makes  one  article  in 
^"^  cbnsiderable  account  of  old  standing,  and  which  t 
cannii  presjent  for  want  of  this  article.     I  do  not  know 
^"^^"®*^t  is  to  yourself  or  Mr.  Adams  that  1  am  to  give 
my  thahk^^P  the  copy  of  the  new  constitution.    I  beg 
teave,  thrpugu^Qy  "^Q  p\^^^  ^^^^j^  where  due.     It  will  yet 
be  three  weeks  Uf^fQ  \  shall  Ireceive  them  from  Ameriba. 
There  ate  very  gdq  Articles  in  it,  antJ  very  bad ;  I  do 
not  knbw  ^hich  prej^j^ate.    What  we  have  lateljr 
i^ead  in  the  history  of  BoUtnd,  m  the  chapter  on  the 
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Stadtbolde?;  would  have  sufficed  to  set  me  against  a 
efaiief  magistrate  eligible  for  a  long  disratiod,  if  I  had 
ever  been  disposed  towards  one.  And  what  we  have  al- 
ways read  of  the  elections  of  Polish  Kings,  should  have 
forever  excluded  the  idea  of  one  continuable  for  life. 

Wonderful  is  the  effect  of  impudent  and  persevering  )/• 
ing.  The  British  Ministry  have  so  long  hired  their  ga- 
zetteers to  repeat  and  model  into  everf  form  lies  about 
our  being  in  anarchy,  lEhat  ihe  world  has  at  length  believ- 
ed them,  the  Englrsb  nation  has  believed  them,  the  Min- 
isters themselves  have  come  to  believe  them,  and,  what  is 
more  wonderfol,  we  have  believed  tl^m  ourselves.  Yet 
where  does  tb»  anarchy  exist?  Where  did  it  ever  exist, 
exeept  m  the  single  instance  of  Massachusetts  ?  And 
can  history  produce  an  instaoce  of  rebellion  90  honorably 
conducted  ?  I  say  nothing  of'  its  motives*  They  were 
ibonded  in  igiK)rance,  not  wickedness.  God  forbid  we 
should  eyer  be  twenty  years  without  such  a  rebellion. 
The  people  cannot  be  al]«  and  always,  well  informed. 
The  part  which  13  wrong  will  be  discontented,  in  proporr 
tion  to  the  importance  of  the  facts  they  misconceive.  '  If 
they  retrain  quiet  under  such  misconceptions,  it  is  a 
lethargy,  the  forerunner  of  death  to  the  puUio  liberty^ 
VfjQ  have  had  thirteen  States  independent  for  eleven, 
years.  There  has  been  one  rebellion.  That  come§  to 
one  rebeilidn  in  a  century  and  a  half,  for  each  State. 
Wb0t  country  before  ever  existed  a  century  and  a  half 
witfaoiM  a  rebellion  ?  And  what  country  Can  preserve  yii 
liberties,  if  Its  rtilei^  are  tkA  wari»d^  from  time  to  time, 
that  this  people  preserve  the  spirit  of  resistance  ?  Let 
them  take  arms.  The  remedy  b  to  siet  them  ri^t  as  to 
facts,  pardon,  and  pacify  tbem.    What  sigifnfy  a  few  lives 
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Ipst  in  a  century  or  twQ  ?  The  trf^  of  liberty  «U8t  bt 
re/resbed,  from  tkne  to  t'une,  with  the  blood  of  patriots 
and  tyrants*  It  is  Us  natural  manure*  Our  coovisntion 
bas  be;en,too  much  impressed  by  the  iasurreotiop  of  Mas* 
sachusetts  j  andj  on  tbe  $pur  ,oS  tbe  momeQtj,  tbey  are  set* 
ting  up  a  kite  to  ke^p  tbe  hen^yard  Iq  order.  I  hope  in 
God  this  article  will  be  rectified,  beforf  tb^  new  consti- 
tution is  accepted.,.  You  ask  me>  if  any  tbiog  transpires 
here  on  the  subject  of  ^mh  Asanxica  ?  Not  a  word.  I 
know  that  there  ar^  combusMble  inateriids  there,  and 
that  they  wait  tbetorah  onljr*  But,  this  country,  prpba- 
^yl  will  join  tbe  extbgoUbecs,  TI;^  want  pf  facts  wortji 
cpmmunicatiog  to  you  has  pcc^ioned  me  tq  give  a  liul^ 
)o9se  to  dissertation.  We  pmst  be  contented  v^  amuse, 
^pdien  we, cannot  inform. 

Presept,  my  respects  to  Mrs.  SjfnUK  and  be  ^^ured  of 
tbe  sincere  ^|eetii  of,  dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servapt, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Parii,  l>ee€«xtier  \U  1787- 
D^r  Sir, 
I  am  late  in  acknowledging  tbe  receipt  of  your  favom 
of  October  the  15th»  and  November  tbe  5tb  and  IMi^ 
because  we  have  been  long  «&peqting  ^  -packet,  which  I 
bpped  would  bfipg  communications  worth  deiailgig  to 
you ;  and  she  arrived  only  a  few.  days  ago,  after  a  very 
lo^g  passage  indeed  •  I  am  "^xy  ^oay  yq\^  bare  not  been 
^ble  to  make  out:  the  cipher  of  ipy  lettei;  of  September 
the  SStjb,  b^cau^  it  oonf;aine4  tb^iyi  whicb  I.  wished  you 
to  kno]w  ;a(  tbat^  txm.    "^bey,  have  Iqst  t^W  a  paft  of  tl^tf 
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merit;  but  sCiltf  wfeh  you  coold  decipher  tfe^rb,  as  there 
r^maiits  a  part,  which  it  yet  -might  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
atfddrscand.  I  hare  examhred  th^  cipher  from  wbiek  it 
was  written.  It  is  precisely  a  copy  of  ithose  given  td 
Messrs.  Barclay  and  Lamb.  In  order  that  you  may  ex- 
amine whethidr  yours  correspotid,  I  will  now  translate 
kilo'  cipher  the  three  first  lines  Of  my  letter  of  Jun^ 
die  14th. 

#  #  #  #  #^  # 

This  will  serve  to  show  whether  your  cipher  corres^ 
{}ohds  with  mine,  as  well  i^  my  manner  of  using  it.  But 
I  sbailnot  use  it  in  ftitufe,  tiB  I  know  from  you  the  result 
of  your  re-examinatfon  of  4t.  I  have  the  honor  now  td 
.return  you  the  letter  you  bad  been- so  good  as  to  enclose 
to  me.  About  the  same  time  of  ListonV  conVeirsition 
with  you,  similar  ones  were  held  with  rtie  by  Mr.  Eden. 
He  particularly  questioned  me  on  the  eflSjct  of  our  treatj^ 
with  France,  in  the  case  of  a  war,  and  what  might  be 
our  dispositions.  I  told  him,  without  hesitation,  that  bur 
treaty  obliged  us  to  receive  the  armed  vessels  of  France, 
with  their  prizes,' into  bur  ports,  and  to  refuse  the  admis- 
sion of  prizes  made  on  her  by  her  enemies;  that  there 
was  a  clause  by  which  we  guarantied  to  Frtncfe  her  Ame«- 
rican  possessions,  and  which  might,  perhaps,  force  us  in- 
to the  war,  if  these  were  attacked.  *^Tben  it  will  be 
war,"  said  he,  "  for  they  will  assuredly  be  attacked."  I 
added,  that  our  dispositions  would  be  to  be  neutral,  and 
that  I  thought  it  the  interest  of  both  these  powers  that 
we  should  be  so;  because  it  would  relieve  both  from  alt 
anxiety  as  to  the  fbfeding  their  West  India  islands,  and 
England  would,  moreover,  avoid  a  hefavy  land  war  on  omr' 
continent,  which  would  cripple  all  her  proceedings  eke- 
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where.  He  expected  tlfese  seotifnents  from  me  persoo- 
ttly,  and  be  kpew  them  to  be  analogous  to  tbose  of  our 
country.  We  bad  oftM  before  had. occasion  of  know^ 
mg  each  other ;  his  peculiar  bitterness  towards  U9  had 
sufficiently  appeared,  and  I  had  nev^r  concealed  frofn 
Vm  that  I  coDsi(iered  the  British  as  our  natjural  enemies, 
and  as  the  only  nation  on  earths  who  wished  us  ill  from 
the  bottom  of  their  souls.  And  I  am  satisfied  that,  were 
our  continent  to  be  swalfowed  up  by  the  ocean,  Great 
Britain  would  be  in  a  bonfire  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
Mr.  Adams,  as  you  know,  has  asked  hi^  recall.  This  has 
l^n  granted,  and  Colonel  Smith  is  to  return  too ;  Con- 
gress having  determined  to  put  an  end  to  their  commis- 
sion'at  that  Court.  1  suspect  ai^l  hope  they  will  make 
no  new  appointment. 

,  Our  new  constitution  is  powerfully  attacked  in  the 
American  newspapers.  The  objections  are,  that  \i3  ei^ 
feet  would  be  to  form  the  thirteea  States  into  one ;  that, 
proposing  to  melt  all  down  into  one  General  Government, 
they  have  fenced  the  people  by  no  declaration  of  rights ; 
they  have  not  renounced  the  power  of  keeping  a  stand- 
ing army ;  they  have  not  secured  the  liberty  of  the  press ; 
they  have  reserved  the  power  of  abolishing  trials  by  jury 
in  civil  cases ;  they  have  proposed  that  the  laws  of  the 
federal  legislature  shall  be  paramount  to  the  laws  and 
DMistitOtions  of  tl)e  States ;  they  have  abandoned  rota- 
tion in  office;  and,  particularly,; their  President  may  be 
re-elected  from  ibur  years  to  four  years  jdbr  life,  so  as  to 
render  him  a  King  for  life,  (ike  a  King  of  Poland ;  and 
tbejr  have. not  given  him  either  the  check  or  aid  of  a 
Council.  To  these  they  add  calculatiois  of  ^Lpense» 
be.  &c.  to  frighten  the  people.. 
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You  will  perceive  tbat  these  objectioos  me  serious^  and 
some  of  tbeIn^  not  witbotu  .fouiidatioa»  The  consiitu- 
lion,  however,  has  been  received  with  a  very  general 
enthusiasm,  and,  as,  far  as  can  be  judged  from  external 
demonstrations,  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  eager  to  adopt 
k.  In  the  Eastern  States,  the  printers  will  print  nothing 
against  it,  upless  the  lyruer  stibscrtbes  bia  i»me.  ^  Mas* 
s^chusetts  and  Ck^moecticut  have  called:  conventions  in 
January,  to  consider  of  it.  In  New  York,  there  is  a  di- 
vision. The  Governor  (Clinton^  is  known  to  b^  hostile 
to  it.  Jersey,  it  is  thought,  will  certainly  apc^pt  ii. 
Pennsylvania  is  divided,  and  all  the  bitterness  of  her  fac^^ 
tions  has  been  kindled  anew  on  it.  But<  the  party  in 
&ivor  of  it  is  strongest,  both  id  and  out  of  the  legislature. 
This  is  the  party  anciently  of  Morris,  Wilspn,  fee.  Pe- 
laware  will  do  what  Pennsylvania  shall  do,  Maryland 
is  thought  favorable  to  it,  yet  it.  is  supposed  Chase  and 
Paca  will  oppose  it.  As  to  Virginia,  two  of  her  dele- 
gates, in  the  Qrst  place,  refused  to  sign  it.  These  were 
Randolph,  the  Governor,  and  George  Mason,  Besides 
these,  Henry,  Harrison,  MeUoo,  and  the  Lees,  are  against 
it.  General  Washington  will  be  fpr  it,  but  it  is  not  in 
his  character  to  exert  himself  much  in  the  case.  Madi- 
son« will  be  its  main  pillar,  but^  though  an  immensely 
powerful  one,  it  is  questionable  whether  he  can  bear  the 
weight  of  soch  a  host ;  so  that  the  presumption  is,  that 
Virginia  will  reject  it.  We  know  nothing  of  the  dispo* 
sitions  of  the  States  south  of  this.  Should  it  fall 
tbrongbi  as  it  is  possible,  notwithstanding  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  it  was  received  in  the  first  moment,. it  is  pro- 
bable that,  Congress  will  propose  that  the  objections 
which  the  people  shall  make  to  it  being  once  known. 
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another  convention  shall  be  assen^hled,  to  adopt  the  im- 
provements genefally  acceptable,  and  omit  those  found 
disagreeable.  In  this  way,  union  may  be  produced 
under  a  happy  constitution,  Und  one  virfaich  shall  not  be 
too  energetic,  as  are  the  constitutions  of  Europe.  I 
give  you  these  details,  because,  posstbly,  you  may  not 
have  received  them  all.  Tli^  sale  of  our  western  lands 
is  immensely  successful.  Five  mffilons  of  acres  have 
been  sold  at  private  sale  for  a  doHar  an  acre,  in  certifi- 
cates ;  and,  at  the  pubHb  sales,  some  of  them  bad  soTd  as 
high  as  two  dollars  tmd  forty  cents  the  acre.  The  sales 
had  not  been  begun  two  months.  By  these  means^ 
taxes,  fcc,  our  domestic  debt.  Originally  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars,  was  reduced  by  the  1st  day  of  last 
October  to  twelve  millioiis,  and  they  w^re  then  in 
treaty  for  two  tnillions  of  acres  more,  at  a  dolkr,  private 
sale.  Our  domestic  debt  will  thus  be  soon  paid  off;  and 
that  done,  the  sales  will  go  on  for  money,  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  no  doubt,  for  the  payment  of  our  foreign  debt. 
The  petite  guerre  always  waged  by  the  Indians  seems 
not  to  abate  the  ardor  of  purchase  or  emigration.  Ken« 
tucky  is  now  counted  at  sixty  thousand.  Frankland  is  also 
growing  fast.  • 

I  have  been  told  that  the  cutting  through  the  isthmus 
of  Panama,  whk^h  the  world  has  so  often  wished,  and 
supposed  practicable,  has  at  times  been  thought  of  by  tim 
Government  of  Spairi,  and  that  they  once  proceeded  so 
far  as  to  have  a  survey  and  examination  made  of  the 
ground ;  but  that  the  result  was,  either  imprtcticabitity 
or  too  great  difficulty.  Probably  the  Count  de  Campo- 
manes  or  Don  Ufloa  can  give  you  infehnatioo  on  this 
bead.     I  should  be  exceedingly  pleased  to  get  a»  minute 
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\ 


details  as  possible  on  it,  arid  even  copie?  of  the  survey,  re^ 
port,  &c.;  if  they  couW  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense. I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  assistance  in 
this.      . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc, 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


ITBOSC   TH0Iil3  JEFFILRSON   TO  JOHK  J^AUS. . 

Paris,  December  K,  1787. 
Dear  Sir,  - 
In  the  naonth  of  July,  I  received  from  Fiseaux  &  Co., 
of  Amsterdam,  a  letter  notifying  me  that  the  principal  of 
their  loan  to  the  United  States  would  become  due  the 
first  day  of  January.  I  answered  them,  that  I  had  nei- 
ther powers  nor  information  on  the  subject,  but  would 
transmit  their  letter  to  the  Board  of  Treasury.  I  did  so 
by  the  packet  which  sailed  from  Havre,  August  the  10th. 
The  earliest  answer  possible  would  have  been  by  the 
packet  which  arrived  at  Havre  three  or  fbur  days^  ago. 
But  by  her  I  do  not  receive  the  scrip  of  a  pen^  from  any 
body.  This  makes  me  suppose  my  letters  were  commit- 
ted to  Paul  Jones,  who  was  to  sail  a  week  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  packet ;  and  that  possibly  he  may  be  the 
bearer  of  orders  from  the  Treasury  to  pay  Fiseaux's 
loan  with  the  money  you  borrowed.  But  it  is  also  pos- 
sible he  rhay  bring  no  order  on  the  subject.  The 
slowness  with  which  measures  are  adopted  on  our  side 
the  water  does  not  permit  us  to  count  on  punctual  an- 
swers; but,  on  the  contrary,  renders  it  necessary  for  us 
to  suppose,  in  the  present  case,  that  n6  orders  will  arrive 
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in  time^  and  to  consider  whether  any  things  and 
what,  should  be  done.  As  it  may  be  fouod  expedi- 
ent to  transfer  all  our  foreign  debts  to  Holland,  by 
borrowing  there;  and  as  i:  may  always  b^  prudent 
to  preserve  a  good  credit  in  that  country,  because 
we  may  be  forced  into  wars,  whether  we  wHl  or  not, 
1  should  suppose  it  very  impiyden^  to  suffer  our  credit  to 
be  annihilated  for  so  small  a  sum  as  fifty-one  thousand 
guilders.  The  injury  will  be  greater,  too,  in  proportion 
to  the  smallness  of  the  sum;  for  tliey  will  ask,  How 
can  a  people  be  trusted  for  large  sums,  who  break  their 
faith  for  such  small  ones  ?  You  know  best  what  effect 
it  will  have  on  the  minds  of  the  money-lenders  of  that 
country,  should  we  fail  in  this  payment.  You  know  best, 
solely,  whether  it  is  practicable  and  prudent  for  us  to  have 
this  debt  paid  without  orders.  I  refer  the  matter,  there- 
fore, wholly  (o  your  consideration ;  willing  to  participate 
with  you  in  any  risk  and  any  responsibility  which  may 
arise.  I  tliink  it  one  of  those  cases  where  it  is  a  duty  to 
risk  one's  self.  You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed^  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  answer ;  and  that,  if  you  think 
any  thing  can  and  should  be  done,  fill  the  neces- 
sary authorities  from  you  should  accompany  your  let- 
ter. In  the  mean  time,  should  I  receive  any  orders  from 
the  Treasury,  ^by  Paul  Jones,  1  will  pursue  them,  and 
consider  whatever  you  shall  have  proposed. or  done  as 
non  avenue. 

I  am,  with  much  affection,  |(c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   JAMES  MADISON. 

-  Paris,  December  20,  X787. 
Dear  Sir, 
My  last  to  you  was  of  October  the  Sth,  by  the  Count 
de  Moustter.  Yours  of  July  the  IStb,  September  the 
6th,  and  October  the  25th^  were  succ^sively  received, 
yesterday,  the  day  before,  and  three  or  four  days  before 
that.  I  have  dnly  bad  time  to  read  the.  letters ;  the  print* 
ed  papers  communicated  with  them,  however  interesting, 
being  ol^iged  to  lie  over  till  I  finish  my  despatches  for 
the  packet,  which  despatches  must  go*  from  hence  the 
day  after  to*morrow.  I  have  mucb  to  thank  you  for: 
first,  and  roost,  for  the  ciphered  paragraph  respecung  my<* 
self.  These  little  informations  are  very  material  towards 
forming  my  own  decisions.  I  would  be  glad  even  to  know 
when  any  individual  member  thinks  I  have  gone  wrong  in 
any  instance.  If  I  knqw  myself,  it  would  not  excite  ill 
blood  in  me,  while  it  would  assist  to  guide  my  conduct, 
perhaps  to  justify  it,  and  jlo  keep  me  to  my  duty  alert. 
I  must  thank  you,  too,  for  the  information  in  Thomas 
Burk's  case ;  though  you  will  have  found,  by  a  subse- 
quent letter,  that  I  have  asked  of  you  a  further  investi- 
gation of  that  matter.  It  is  to  gratify  the  lady  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  convent  wherein  my  daughters  are,  and 
who,  by  her  attachment  and  attention  to  them,  lays  me 
under  great  obligations.  I  shall  hope,  therefore,  stjU  to 
receive  from  you  the  result  of  all  the  further  inquiries 
my  second  letter  had  asked*  The  parcel  of  rice,  which 
you  informed  me  had  miscarried,  accompanied  my  letter 
to  the  delegates  of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Bourgoin  was 
to  be  the  bearer  of  both,  and  both  were  delivered  to* 
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gether  into  the  hands  of  his  relation  here,  who  introduced 
him  to  nne,  and  who,  at  a  subsequent  moment,  undertook 
to  convey  them  to  Mir.  Bourgoin.  This  person  was  an 
engraver,  particularly  recommended  to  Dr.  Franklin  and 
Mr.  Hopkinsort.  Perhaps  he  may  have  mbkid  the  little 
parcel  of  rice  among  his  baggage.  I  am  much  pleased 
that  the  sale  of  wi^stern  lands  is  so  successful.  I  hope 
they  will  absorb  all  the  certificates  of  our  domestic  debt 
speedily,  in  the  first  place;  atid  that  then,  ofiered  for  cash, 
they  will  do  the  same  by  our  foreign  ones. 

The  season  admitting  of  operations  in  the  CaUnet, 
dnd  those  being  in  a  great  measure  secret,  I  have  little 
to  fill  a  letter.  I  will,  therefore,  make  tip  the  deficiency 
by  addifig  a  few  words  on  the  constitution  proposed  by 
our  convention. 

I  like  much  the  general  idea  of  framing  a  Government, 
which  would' go  on  erf  itself,  peaceably,  without  needing 
continual  recurrence  to  the  State  legislatures.  I  like 
the  organization  of  the  Government  into  legislative,  ju- 
diciary, and  executive.  I  like  the  power  given  the  legis* 
lature  to  levy  taxes;  and  for  that  reason,  solely,  I  approve 
of  the  greater  house  being  chosen  by  the  people  di- 
rectly. For,  though  I  think  a  house  so  cliosen  will  be 
very  far  inferior  to  the  present  Congress,  will  be  very 
ill  quallGed  to  legislate  for  the  Union,  for  foreigtt  na- 
tions, &c. ;  yet,  this  evil  does^  not  weigh  against  the  good 
of  preserving  ioriolate  the  fundamental  principle,  that 
the  people  are  hot  to  be  taxed  but  by  representatives 
ch^osen  immediately  by  themselves.  I  am  captivated  by 
the  compromise  of  the  opposite  claitm  of  the  great  and 
little  States — of  the  latter  to  equal,  and  the  former  to 
proportional  influence.      I  am  much  pleased,  too,  with 
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the  subsiitutipn  of  the  inetfaod  of  votiog  by  persoosi 
iostead  of  that  of  voting  by  States ;  and  I  like  the  ne* 
gative  givea  to  the  executiye,  conjointly  with  a  third  of 
either  house  ;  though  I  shbuld  have  liked  it  better  had 
the  judiciary  been  associated  for  that  purpose^  or  invest- 
ed separately  with  .a  similar  power.  There  are  ,oth^ 
good  things  of  Jess  raoment.  I  will  now  tell  yoM  wbs^t  I 
do  not  like.  Fir^t,  the  omission  qf  a  bill  of  rights^ 
providing  clearly,  and  without  the  aid  of  Sophism,  (ot 
freedom  of  religion,  freedcxn  of  the  press,  protection 
against  standing  armies,  restriction  against  monopolies, 
the  eternal  and  unremitting  force  of  the  habeas  cOrpua 
laws>  and  trials  by  jury  in  all  matters  of  feet  triable  by 
the  laws  of  the  land^  add  not  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
To  say,  as  Mr.  Wilson  does,  4hat  a  bill  of  rights  was 
not  necessary,  because  all  is  reserved  in  the  case  of  the 
Qeneral  Government  which  is  not  giveq,  while,  in  che 
particular  ones,  all  is  given  which  is^not  reserved,  might 
do  for  the  aodience  to  which  it  was  addressed ;  but  it  13 
surely  a  gratis  dictumf  the  reverse  of  wUch  might  just 
as  w^ll  be  said.;  apd  it  is  opposed  by  strong  ioferencesl 
froix)  the  body  of  the  instrument,  as  well  as  from  the 
ooussion  x>(  the  clause  of  our  present  confedei^tion, 
which  hs^  made  (he  reservation  in  exjp^resa  terms.  It 
was  bard  to  ixmclude,  because  there  ha3  been  a  want  of 
uiuformity  amppg  the  States  as  to  the  cases  triable  by 
jfiry,  because  some  have  been  so  incautious  as  to  db- 
pense  with,  this  mode  of  trial  in  certain  ca^es,  therefore 
the  more  pr^den^  State3  shall  be  reduced  to  the  sarae 
level  of  calamity^  It  would  have  been  much  more  juit 
and  wi^e  ta  have  <CQnoluded  by  tlie  other  way,  that  a9 
most  of  the  States. had  preserved  with  jealoiisy  thit 
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sacred  palladium  of  liberty,  those  which  bad  wandered 
should  be  brought  back  to  it ;  and  to  have  established 
general  right  rather  than  general  wrong.  For,  I  con- 
sider all  the  ill  as  established,  which  may  be  established. 
I  have  a  right  to  nothing,  which  another  has  a  right  to 
take  away  ;  and  Congress  will  have  a  right  to  take  away 
trials  by  jury  in  all  civil  cases.  Let  me  add,  that  a  bill 
of  rights  is  what  the  people  are  entitled  to  against  every 
Grovernment  on  earth,  general  or  particular,  and  which  no 
jast  Government  sliould  refuse,  or  rest  on  inference. 

The  second  feature  I  dislike,  and  strongly  dislike,  is 
the  abandonment,  in  every  instance,  of  the  priociple  of 
rotation  in  office,  and  most  particularly  in  \lw  case  of  the 
President.  Reason  and  eicperience  tell  us  that  the  first 
magistrate  will  always  be  re-elected,  if  he  may  be  re- 
elected. He  is  .then  an  officer  for  life.  Tliis  once  ob- 
served, it  becomes  of  so  much  consequence  to  certain  na- 
tions to  have  a  friend  or  a  foe  at  the  head  of  our  afliirs, 
that  they  will  interfere  with  money  and  with  arms.  A 
Qalloman  or  an  Angloman  will  be  supported  by  the  na- 
tion he  befriends.  If  once  elected,  and  at  a  second  or 
third  election  out-voted  by  one  or  two  votes,  he  will  pre- 
tend false  votes,  foul  play,  hold  possession  of  the  reins 
of  government,  be  supported  by  the  States  voting  for 
him,  espeohiUy  if  they  be  the  central  ones,  lying  in  a 
compact  body  themselves,  and  separating  their  opponents ; 
and  they  will  be  aided  by  one  iiatk>n  in  £arope,  while 
the  majority  are  aided  by  another.  The  election  of  a 
fte»deiit  of  America,  some  years  hence,  will  be  much 
iftore  interesiiag  to  certain  naiions  of  Europe,  than  ever 
the  dectioQ  of  a  King  of  Pohnd  was.  Reflect  on  all 
the  instantes  in  history,  mdeot  and  modeni,  of  the  eke* 
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live  monarchies,  and^  say  if  they  do  not  give  foundtlion 
lor  my  fears — the  Roman  Eniperors ;  the  Popes,  while 
they  were  of  any  importance ;  the  German  Emperors,  till 
frhcy  became  hereditary  in  practice  ;  the  Kings,  of  Poland, 
the  Deys  of  the  Ottoman  dependencies.  It  may  be  said 
that  if  elections  are  to  be  attended  with  these  disorders^ 
the  less  frequently  they  are  repeated  the  better.  But 
experience  says,  that  to  free  theni  from  disorder,  they 
must  be  rendered  less  interesting  by  a  necessity  of  change. 
No  foreign  power,  nor  domestic  party,  will  waste  their 
blood  and  money  to  elect  a  person  who  must  go  out  at 
the  end  of  a  short  period.  The  power  of  removing  every 
fourth  year  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  is  a  power  which 
they  will  not  exercise,  and,  if  they  were  disposed  to  ex- 
ercise it)  they  would  not  be  permitted.  The  King  of 
Poland  is  removable  every  day  by  the  Diet,  but  they 
never  remove  him.  Nor  would  Russia,  the  Emperor, 
be.)  permit  them  to  do  it.  Smaller  objections  are,  the 
appeals  on  matters  of  fact  as  well  as  law ;  and  th^  bind- 
ing all  persons,  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary,"  by 
oath,  to  maintain  that  cXHistitution.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  what  would  be  the  best  method  of  procuring  the 
establishment  of  the  manifold  good  things  in  this  con- 
stituHon,  and  of  getting  rid  of  the  bad — whether  by 
adopting  it,  in  hopes  of  future  amendments ;  or,  after 
il  shall  have  been  only  weighed  and  canvassed  by  the 
people,  after  seeing  the-  parts  they  generally  dislike,  and 
those  they  generally  approve,  to  say  to  them,  "  We  isee 
now  what  you  wish.  You  are  willing  to  give  to  your  Fed- 
eral Government  such  and  such  powers,  but  you  wbb,  at 
tlie  same  time,  to  have  such  and  such  fundamental  rights 
secured  to  ydu,  and  certain  sources  of  convulsioil  taken 
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away.  Be  it  so»  Swad  toge|b^,  your  ciepnttes  a^a'uir 
Let  them  establish  your  fundaKneDtal  n|bta  by  a  wcr^^ 
$anct  declaration,  and  1^  them  pass  the  parts  of  .the  con- 
stitution you  have  approved.  These  wiU  give  powers 
to  your  Federal  Government  sufficient  f^r  your  happi* 
ness." 

Tbis.is,  what  might  besaid|  and  wpuld  prdbably  pro* 
duce  a  speedy y  more  perfect,  and  more  permanent- ibna 
of  governcuent.  At  all  events,  I  hope  you  witl  not  be 
discouraged  from  nuking  other  trials,  if  the  present  one 
should  fail.  We  are  never  permitted,  to  despair  of  the 
CcMnmon wealth.  I  have  thus  told  you  freely  which  I 
like,  and  what  I  dislike,  merely  as  a  matter  of  curiosity ; 
for  I, know  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  offer  matter  of  infor- 
mation to  your  judgment,  whbh  has  been  formed  afier 
bearing  and  weig^iing  every  thing,  which  the  wisdom  of 
man  cbuid  o^er  on  these  subjects.  I  own  I  am  not  a  iriend 
to  a  very  energetic  Government.  It  is  always  oppressive. 
It  places  the  governors^  indeed,  nK>re  at  ease,  at  the  ex-« 
pense  of  the  people.  The  late  rebellion  in  M^sachu-^ 
setts  has  given  moi;e  alarm  than  I  think  it  should  have 
done.  Calculate  that  one  rebellion  in  thirteen tStates,  in 
the  course  of  eleven  years,  is  bi^t  one  for  each  State  in  a 
century  and  a  half.  No  country  should  be  as  fo^g  with- 
out one.  Nor  will  any  degree  of  power  in  the  hands  of 
Government  prevent  insurrection.  In  England,  where  the 
hai^d  of  power  is.  heavier  than  with  us,  there  are  seldoov 
half  a  dozen  years  without  ^n  insurrection.  In  France^ 
where  it  is  still  heavier,  hi|it  less  deyTpotic,  as  Monti^quieu 
supposes,^  than  in  some  other  countries,  and  whexe  |hem 
are  always  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  men  ready  to 
crush,  insurrections,  there  have  been  three  in  the  codc^ 
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of  the  three  years  I  have  been  here;  in  every  one  of 
which  ^eater  oiunbers  were  en^ged  than  ia  Massacha-* 
setts,  aod  a  great  deal  ajore  blood  s(Hlt.  In  Turkey^ 
wfaere  the  sole'iiod  of  the  despot  is  deaths  insucrectiojois 
4re  the  erents  of  eviery  day.  Compare  agam  the  fero^ 
doos  depredations  of  their  insurgents,  with  the  order,  thv 
moderatUHi,  aod  the  almost  self*exthiguishment  of  ours; 
and  say,  finally,  whether  peace  is  best  preserved  by  giv«^ 
ing  energy  to  the  Government,  or  information  to  the  peo- 
ple. This  last  is  the  most  certain  and  the  most  legiti- 
mate engine  of  Government.  Educate  and  inform  the 
whole  mass  of  the  people.  Enable  tiiem  to  see  ihat  it  is 
their  interest  to  preserve  peace  and  order,  apd  they  will 
preserve  them.  And  it  requires  no  very  high  degree  of 
edtication  to  convince  them  of  tliis.  .  They  are  the  ^uly 
sure  reliance  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberty.  Aftef 
all,  it  is  my  principle  that  the  will  of  the  majority  should 
prevail.  If  they  approve  the  proposed  constitution  in  alj 
its  parts,  I  shall  concur  in  it  cheerfully,  in  hopes  diey  will 
amead  it  whenever  they  shall  find  it  works  wrong.  Thi3 
reliance  cannot  deceive  us,  as  long  as  we  remain  virtuous ; 
and  I  think  we  shall  be  so,  as  long  as  agriculture  is  ovir 
principal  object,  which  wj^\  be  the  case  while  there  re<f 
main  vacant  lands  in  any  part  of  America.  When  we 
get  piled  upon  one  another  in  large  cities,  as  in  Europe, 
we  shall  become  corrupt  as  in  Europe,  and  g9  to  eating 
one  another  as  they  do  there.  I  have  tired  you  by  thif 
time  with  disquisitions  which  you  have  ahready  heard  re- 
peated by  others  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times ;  and 
therefore  shall  only  add  assurances  of  ttie  esteem  and  at- 
tacbmetrt  with  wbtcU  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C., 

Tfl:  J-EFFERSOW. 
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P.  S.  The  instability  of  our  laws  is  really  an  immense 
evil.  I  tbink  it  wk)iild.be  well  to  provide  in  cor  constttu* 
tions  that  there  shall  always  be  a  twelvemooth  between 
fhe  engrossing  a  btU  and  passing  it ;  that  it  riiould  then 
be  oSered  to  its  passage  without  changing  a  word;  and 
that  if  cnxsumstances  should  be  thought  to  recpiire  a 
speedier  p^ssage^it  should  take  two-thirds  of  both  houses, 
instead  of  a  bare  majority. 
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Paris,  December  31,  1787. 
Sir, 
Since  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  Monsieur  de  Ca- 
lonne,  of  October  the  22d,  1786,  I  have  several  times 
had  the  hdnor  of  mentioning  to  you  that  I  was  endea- 
voring to  get  the  substance  of  that  letter  reduced  into  an 
arrtt,  which,  instead  of  being  revocable  by  a  single  letter 
of  a  Comptroller  General,  would  require  an  arrit  to 
repeal  or  alter  it;  and  of  course  must  be  discussed  to 
full  Council,  and  so  give  due  time  to  prevent  it.  This 
has  been  pressed  as  much  as  it  could  be  with  prudence. 
One  cause  of  delay  has  been,  the  frequent  changes  of 
the  CbmptroHer  General ;  as  we  had  always  bur  whole 
work  to  begin  again  with  every  new  one.  Monsieur 
Lambert's  continuance  in  office  for  some  months  has 
enabled  us,  at  length,  to  get  through  the  business ;  and  I 
have  just  received  from  him  a  letter,  and  the  arrit  duly 
authenticated ;  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a 
number  of  printed  copies.  Tou  will  find  that  the  seve- 
ral alterations  and  additions  are  made,  which,  on  my 
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vi^t  to  the  seaports,  I  had  found  to  be  necessary^  and 
which  my  lettei*s  of  June  the  21st  and  August  the  6th 
particularly  mentioned  to  you.  Besides  these,  we  have 
obtained  some  new  articles  of  value,  for  which  openitigs 
arose  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation.  I  say  toe  have 
done  it;  because  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  mp  through  this  business,  and  has 
been  a  most  invaluable  aid.  I  take  the  liberty  of  making 
some  observations  on  the  articles  of  the  arrets  severally, 
for  their  explanation,  as  well  as  for  the  infonnat'ton  of 
Congress. 

Articli:  I.  In  ihe  course  of  our  conferences  with  the 
Comptroller  General,  we  bad  prevailed  on  him  to  pass 
this  article  with  a  suppression  of  all  duty.  When  he 
reported  the  arrit,  however,  to  the  Couticil,  this  sup- 
pression was  objected  to,  and  it  was  insisted  to  re-estab- 
lish the  duties  of  seven  livres  and  ten  sous,  and  of  teti 
sous  the  livre,  reserved  in  the  letter  of  M.  de  Calonne. 
The  passage  pf  the  arrSt  was  stopped,  and  the  difficulty 
communicated  to  me.  I  urged  every  thing  I  could,  in 
letters  and  in  conferences,  to  convince  thena  that  whale 
oil  could  bear  no  duty  at  all ;  that  if  the  duty  fell 
on  the  consumer,  he  would  choose  to  buy  vegetable 
oils;  if  9n  the  fisherman,  he  could  no  longer  live  by  his 
calling,  remaining  in  his  own  country ;  and  that  if  he 
quit  his  own  country,  the  circumstances  of  vicinity, 
sameness  of  language,  laws,  religion,  and  manners,  and 
perhaps  the  ties  of  kindred,  would  draw  him  to  Nova 
Scotia,  \n  spite  of  every  encouragement  which  could  be 
given  at  Dunkirk ;  and  that  thus^  those  fishermen  would 
be  shifted  out  of  a  scale  friendly  to  France,  into  one 
always  hostile.     Nothing,  however,  could  prevail.    It 
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buQg  on  this  article  albne  for  two  moatlis,  during  wbicfa 
we  rbked  the  total  loss  of  the  arret,  on  the  stability  io 
office  of  Monsieur  Lambert ;  for  if  he  had  gone  out,  his 
successor  might  be  less  favorable;  and  if  Monsieur 
Necker  were  the  suoceasor^  we  might  lose  the  whole,  as 
be  never  set  any  store  by  us,  or  tlie  connexion  with  us. 
About  ten  days  ago,  it  became  universally  believed  that 
Monsieur  Lambert  was  lo  go  out  immediately.  I  there- 
fore declined  further  insisting  on  the  total  suppression,  and 
desired  the  arrit  might  pass,  leaving  the  duties  on  whak 
oil  as  Monsieur  de  Calonne  had  promised  them  ;^  but  with 
^  a  reservation,  which  may  counteqance  our  bringing  on  this 
matter  again  at  a  moi^e  favorable  moi^nt. 

Article  h.  The  other  fisheries  are  placed  in  a  sepa- 
rate article,  because,  whatever  encouragement  we  may 
hereafter  obtain  for  whale  oik,  they  will  not  be  extended 
to  thos6  which  their  own  fisheries  produce. 

ArtiIci^b  ijn  A  company  had  silently,  and  by  unfair 
means,  obiained  a  monopoly  for  the  making  and  selling 
ppermaceti  candles ;  as  soon  as  we  discovered  it,  we  so- 
licited its  suppression^  whicji  is  e&cted  by  this  clause. 

Article  iv.  Tlje  duty  of  an  eighth  per  cent,  is  merely 
46, oblige  the  masters  of  vessels, to  ej^ter  their  cargoes,  for 
the  information  of  Government,  without  inducing  them  to 
attempt  to  smuggle. 

Article  vi.  Tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine,  of  America, 
coming  in  competition  with  the  same  articles  produced  in 
the  southwestern  parts  of  France,  we  could  obtain  no 
greater  reduction  than  two  and  a  half  per  ceDt.  The  du- 
ties before,  were  from  four  to  six  times  that  amount. 

AsTiCLE  X.  The  i^bt  of  enirepUi  given  by  this 
ahicle,  is  almo^  the  9ame  tUng  as  making  all  their  ports 
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free  ports  for  lis.  Tl^e  ships  ^re,  indeed,  subject  to  be 
vimted,  and  the  cargoes  must  be  reported  in  ports  of 
entrepdt,  whfch  need  not  be  done  in  the  free  ports.  But 
the  coinitiunication  between  the  entrepdt  and  the  country 
is  not  interrupted  by  continual  search  of  all  persons  pass- 
ing into  the  country,  which  has  proved  so  troublesome  to 
the  inhabitants  of  our  free  ports,  as  that  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them  have  wished  to  give  back  the  .privi- 
lege of  their  freedom. 

Article  xiii.  This  Article  gives  us  the  privileges  and 
advantages  of  native  subjfeccs,  in  all  their  possessions  in 
Asia,  and  in  the  scales  hading  thereto.  This  expression 
means  at  present  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  and 
will  include  the  Cape  of  Good  Hbpe,  should  any  future 
events  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Frande.  It  is  with  a  view 
to  this  that  I  proposed  the  expression  ;  because  we  were 
then  in  hourly  expectation  of  a  war,  and  it  was  suspected 
that  Frarjce  would  tdke  possession  of  that  place.  It  will, 
in  no  case,  be  considered  as  including  any  thing  westward 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  I  must  observe  further,  o» 
this  article,  tliat  it  will  only  become  valuable  on  the  sup- 
pression of  the  East  India  Company  ;  because,  as  long 
a$  (heir  monopoly  continues,  even  native  subjects  cannot 
enter  their  Asiatic  ports  for  the  purposes  of  commerce. 

It  is  considered,  however,  as  certain,  that  this  company 
will  be  immediately  suppressed. 

The  article  of  tobacco  could  not  be  introduced  info  the 
arrUj  because  it  was  necessiary  to  consid^er  the  Farmery 
General  as  parties  to  tliat  arrangement.  It  rests,  there- 
fore, of  necessity,  on  the  basis  of  a  letter  only.  Yoii 
will  perceive  that  this  is  nothing  more  than  a  continuation 
of  the  order  of  Berni,  only  leaving  the  prices  unfixed ; 
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and,  like  that,  it  will  require  a  coDStant  and  vexatious  at- 
tention to  have  its  execution  enforced. 

The  States  which  h&ve  much  to  carry,  and  few  carriers, 
will  observe,  perhaps,  that  the  benefits  of  these  regula- 
tions are  somewhat  narrowed,  by  confining  them  to  articles 
brought  hither  in  French  or  American  bottoms.  But 
they  will  consider  that  notliing  in  those  instruments 
move^  from  us.  The  advantages  they  hold  out  are  all 
given  by  this  country  to  us,  and  the  givers  will  modify 
their  gifts  as  they  please.  I ,  suppose  it  to  be  a  deter- 
mined principle  of  this  Court,  not  to  snffer  our  carrying 
business,  so  far  as  their  consumption  of  our  commodities 
extends,  to  become  a  nUrsery  for  British  seamen.  Nor 
would  this,  perhaps,  be  advantageous  to  us,  considering 
the  dispositions  of  the  two  nations  towards  us.  Tlic  pre- 
ference whicl;i  our  shipping  will  obtain  on  this  account, 
may  counterpoise  the  discouragements  it  experiences 
fh)m  the  dangers  of  the  Barbary  States.  Nor  is  the  idea 
unpleasing,  which  shows  itself  in  various  parts  of  these 
papers,  of  naturalizing  American  bottoms,  and  American 
citizens  in  France  and  in  its  foreign  possessions.  Once 
established  here,  and  in  their  eastern  settlements,  they 
may  revoljt  less  at  the  proposition  to  extend  it  to  those 
westward.  They  are  not  yet,  however,  at  that  point ;  we 
must  be  consented  to  go  towards  it  a  step  at  a  time,  and 
trust  to  future  events  for  hastening  our  progress. 

With  respect  to  the  alliance  between  this  and  the  two 
Imperiafl  Courts,  nothing  certain  transpires.  We  are  ena- 
bled to  conjecture  its  progress  only  from  facts  which  now 
and  then  show  themselves.  The  following  may  be  con- 
sidered as  indications  of  it.  1st.  The  Emperor  has  made 
an  attempt  to  surprise  Belgrai^e.     The   attempt  failed, 


DIPLOMATIC  OORRESPOITDENCE.  359 

<>^  will  serve  to  plunge  him  into  the ,  Mr,  and  to  show 
that  he  iiad  assumed  the  character  of  mediator  on)j  to 
eoable  hkpself  to  ^10  some  advantage  by  surprise^  2i. 
Tbe.raediatioQ  of  Fraiice  is  probably  at  an  end, and  their 
abandonmeot  of  tbeTurJcs  agreed  on  ;  because  they  baVe 
eecretly  ordered  their  officers  to  quit  the  Turkish  Service. 
This  fact  is  known  to  but  few,  and  not  intended: to  be 
known  ;  but  I  think  it  certain.  3d«  To  the  offer  of  me- 
diatfon  lately  made  by  England  apd  Prussia,  the  Court  of 
Petersburg  answered,  that  having  declined  the  mediation 
of  a  friendly  power,  (France,)  she  could  tiot  accept  that 
of  two  Courts  with  whose  dispositions  she  had  reasoo 
«to  be  dissatisfied.  4th.  The  States  General  are  said  to 
have  instructed  their  Ambassador  here,  lately,  to  ask  of 
M.  de  Montmorin  whether  the  inquiry  had  been  made, 
which  they  had  formerly  desired :  "  by  what  authority  the 
French  engineers  had  been  ^aced  in  the  service  of  Hol- 
land ?"  And  that  he  answered  that  the  inquiry  had  n^ 
been  made,  nor  shou)d  be  made.  Though  I  do  oot  coa- 
sider  the  channel  through  which  I  get  this  fact  as  absop 
lutely  sure,  yet  it  is  so  respectable  thaj  I  give  credit  to  'f 
myself.  5lh.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  withdrawing  his 
troops  from  Holland.  Should  the  alliance  show  itself,  '}jL 
would  seem  that  France^  thus  strengthened,  might  dic- 
tate the  re-establislmient  of  the  affairs  of  Holland  in  hex 
own  form  ;  for  i%  is^  not  conceivable  that  Prussia  would 
^are  to  move,  nor  that  England  would  alone  underiakf 
such  a  war,  and  for  such  a  purpose.  She  appears,  ir^ 
deed,  iriumpibant  at  present;  but  the  question  is,  who  wiU 
triumph  at  last  ?  •        . 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dumas.    I 
received  one  .from  iiira  myself,  wherein  he  assures  nae  th^jt 
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no  difficuldfis  afaall  he  {Mroduced  by  ijirbat  be  i;ugg6ste<f 
rehCiire  to  his  missrcm  to  Brostels.  The  GdKettes  ^ 
France  and  Leydcn,  to  this  date,  accempatiy  tbfe  letter^ 
vhicby  with  iber  several  ptpeps  pot  wider  your  cover,  1 
shall  send  to  Mr.  Limozro^  >oiir  ageot  at  Havre,  to  be  for- 
warded by  the  Juno,  Capt.  Jenkins,  which  sails  from  that 
port  for  New  York  on  the  3d  of  January. 

I  Have  the  honor  to  be,  &c^  > 

TH^  JEFFERSON. 


WBOn   THO»AS    JErFERSOU   TO   LE     C0MT£    BE^RBTOBTFr 
MINISTER  07  FOREIGN,  AFFAIRS,   COfEKHAGEK. 

Paris,  j'aniiary  21, 1788. 
Sir, 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Ualted  States  of  America  itr 
Congress  assembled  to  bring  again  iinder  the  consJdera- 
lion  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  of  his^ 
H'linisters,  the  case  of  the  three  prizes  taken  froao  the 
iBngKsh  during  the  late  war,  by  an  American  squadron 
Under  the  command  of  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  pot  into 
Bergen  in  distress,  there  rescued  from  our  possession  by 
orders  from  the  Court  of  Denmark,  and  delivered  back 
lo  the  English.  Dr.  FranWin,  then  Minister  PFenipoten- 
tiary  from  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Versailles, 
tad  the  honor  of  making  appKcations'  to  the  Court  of 
Denmark  for  a  just  indemnification  to  the  persons  inter- 
lested,  and  particularly  by  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1779,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing 
tor  your  Excellency.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  suir> 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  was  proposed  t6  him,  as  an  in- 
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demnificaiion,  through  th^  Baron  de  Watterstorff,  then  at 
Paris.  The  departwe  of  both  those  gentlemen  from  this 
place,  soon  after,  occasioned  an  intermission  in  the  cor- 
respondence on  this  subject.  But  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  be  very  isensibly  affected  by  this  delivery  of  their 
prrees  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  more  so,  as  no  part  bf 
their  conduct  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  those  rights  of 
hospitality  which  civilized  nation?' extend  to  each  other. 
Not  only  t  sense  of  justice  due  to  the  individuals  inter- 
ested in  those  prizes,  but  also  an  earnest  desire  that  no 
subject  of  discontent  may  check  the  cultivation  and  pro- 
gress of  that  friendship  which  they  wish  may  subsist  and 
increase  between  the  two  countries,  prompts  them  to  re- 
mind his  Majesty  of  th^  transaction  in  question ;  and 
they  flatter  themselves  that  his  Majesty  will  concur  with 
them  in  thinking  that,  as  restitution  of  the  prizes  is  not 
practicable,  it  is  reasonable  and  just  that  he  should  ren- 
der, and  that  they  should  accept,  a  compensation  equiva- 
lent to  the  value  of  them.  And  the  same  principles  of 
justice  towards  the  parties,  and  of  amity  to  the  United 
States,  which  influenced  the  breast  of  his  Majesty  to 
make,  through  the  Baron  de  Walterstorff,  the  proposJtion 
of  a  particular  sum,  will  surely  lead  him  to  restore  their 
full  value,  if  that  were  greater,  as  Is  believed,  than  the 
sum  proposed.  In  order  to  obtain,  therefore,  a  final  ar- 
rangement of  this  demand.  Congress  have  authorized  me 
to  depute  a  special  agent  to  Copenhagen,  to  attend  the 
pleasure  of  his  Majesty.  No  agent  could  be  so  adequate 
to  this  business  as  the  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  who  com- 
manded the  squadron  which  took  the  prizes.  He  will, 
therefore,  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this  letter  to  your 
Excellency,  in  person  ;  of  giving  such  information  as  may 
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be  material,  relative  to  the  whole  transactipn ;  of  ente^'-. 
iog  into  conferences  for  its  Goal  adjustment ;  ^nd  bebg 
himself  principally  interested,  not  only  in  bis  owa  right, 
but  as  the  natural  patron  of  tfiose  who  fou^t  under  him, 
whatever  shall  be  satisfactory  to  him  will  have  a  great 
right  to  that  ultimate  approbation  which  Congress  have 
been  pleased  to  confide  to  ate. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  homage  of  that 
respect,  which  your^^xalted  station^  talents,  and  merit  im- 
press, as  well  as  those  sentiments  of  e^eem  and  regard 
with  which  I  have  the  hotfor  to  be,  &c», 

TU:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO    JOHN   JAY. 

,  Paris,  February  5,  1788. 
Sir, 
The  letter  of  December  12th,  wliich  Mr.  Remsen  did 
me  the  favor  to  write  me  during  your  indisposition,  has 
been  duly  received  ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  tliat 
the  cause  is  removed  which  deprived  me  at  that  moment 
of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you.  My  last  were  of 
the  21st  and  31st  Deceniber.  I  am  afraid  that  niy  in* 
telligence  may  have  appeared  sometimes  to  come  late  to 
hand.  My  letters  by  the  Count  de  Moustier  suffered  by 
his  long  delay  in  Brest  by.  contrary  winds.  That,  too, 
which  he  carried  of  Octobier  27th,  was  particularly  in- 
teresting, as  it  epclosed  a  notice  of  the  pacification  between 
France  and  England.  Mj  l^ter  of  December  31st,  by 
Capt»  Jenkins^  who  was  to  have  sailed  January  3dy  was 
detained  with  hi^  vessel  in  Havre,  by  contrary  winds,  till 
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JaQuHry  27th>  It  conveyed  the  arret  Rnd  lett«r  relative 
to  our  commerce)  which  were  tateresting  also.  On  ac- 
count of  the  multitude  of  £ils€;hood&  always  current  bare, 
under  specious  appearances,  I  am  obliged  to  be  slow  of 
belief;  but  whenever  a  fact  worth  communicaiing  is  so 
far  authenticated  as  to  be  worthy  belief,  I  never  fail  to 
avail  myself  of  the  first  safe  opportunity  of  communlcatr 
ing  it  to  you.. 

Tlie  last  tetter  on  the  subject  of  tlie  brig  Ab«)lonia, 
from  Rhode  Island,  having  re-established  the  orthography 
of  the  advocate's  name,  (Depeuty  instead  of  Depaaty,  as 
the  fiffst  lettejr  bad  called  him*)  I  have  found  him,  and  de-» 
livered  him  the  letters^  and  now  enclose  an  answer  from 
him  to  Messrs.  Topham,  tloss,  and  Newman.  No  re- 
markable circumstance  has  happened  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  Europe  since  my  last.  The  season  permits  little 
activity  between  the  Turks  and  Russians.  The  Empe- 
ror, since  the  manoeuvre  to  surprise  Belgrade,  which 
failed,  has  been  gathering  strength  towards  that  quart er» 
but  no  open  act  of  hostility  has  yet  taken  place.  The 
principal  Minister  here  seems  immoveably  pacific.  Tlieir 
late  loan  is  filling  up,  indeed,  but  with  subscHptions  only, 
not  cash ;  this  comes  in  slowly,  and  the  payments  yet  to  he 
made  are  less  sure  than  could  be  wished.  I  am  as  sure 
they  can  obtain  no  money  in  Holland.  The  negotiations 
with  Russia  aitd  the  Emperor  proceed,  but  they  proceed 
slowly.  The  hopes  of  the  Dutch  patriots  are  just  kept 
alive ;  their  Ambassador  does  not  yet  return  to  the 
Hague.  The  Prussians  are  about  to  withdraw  from  Hol- 
land, and  to  be  replaced  by  Hessians  in  the  pay  of  the 
republic.  Tb^  health  of  the  principal  Minister  here  is 
so  low,  that  he  does  business  with  nobody  but  the  King 


364  THOMAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  UW 

and  Queen  and  the  Ministers.  Much  is  said  slnd  believed 
of  bis  retiring  ffDm  office/ and  being  succeeded  by  the 
Duke  de  Chatelet ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it,  because  facts 
seem  to  evince  him  master  of  the  minds  both  of  the 
King  and  Queen.  The  bickerings  with  the  Partiameot 
continue.  The  edict  for  the  favor  of  the  non^atbolics 
has  at  length  passed.  Yoii  will  see  a  tbpy  of  it  in  the 
gazettes,  and  wonder  that  so  small  an  effort  of  common 
sense  could  have  excited  so  much  contradiction;  A  vio- 
lent opposition  is  raised  against  lbe>  orHt  for  the  encou* 
ragement  of  our  commerce,  enclosed  invay  last.  All  the 
chambers  of  commerce  have  remonstrated  against  it,  and 
the  Ministers  are  ahirmed.  The  Count  de  la  Luzerne,  on 
whose  friendly  dispc^itions  it  was  supposed,  we  might  rely, 
does  not  manifest  any  partialities  for  us.  The  instability 
of  the  laws  m  this  country  are  such,  that  no  merchant  can 
venture  to  make  any  speculation  on  the  faith  of  a  law. 
I  bope,  however,  that  no  material  alteration  will  be  per- 
mitted in  the  present  instance  ;  therefore,  I  should  think 
it  better  not  to  alarm  our  merchants  with  any  doubts 
about  the  continuance  of  it.  Commodore  Jones  set  off 
this  da/  for  Copenhagen,  to  settle  the  demands  for  pri^e 
money  against  that  Court.  I  have  lately  seen  a  person 
just  come  from  Algiers,  who  knew  well  all  our  captives 
there.  Captain  Coffin  is  deaid  of  a  consumption,  two 
have  died  of  the  plague^and  one  of  the  small-pox.  He 
thinks  that  since  the  price  given  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Neapolitans  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  they  will 
never  sell  another  of  any  nation  for  less  than  from  five  to 
six  hundred  sequins.  He  supposes  that,  exclusively  of 
the  redemption  of  Ojur  captives,  it  Svould  have  cost  us  a 
million  of  dollars  to  make  peace  when  Mr.  Lamb  arrived 
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there.  .  The  Spaoiards,  Neapfoliltas,  and  Portuguese  were 
jtberv  all  suiog  for  peace.  This  hoa  inciieasfid  excessive- 
ly the  pride  of  those  pirates.  As  soon  as  money  is  pro- 
vide, I  shaU  set  the  business  of  redemption  afoot.  This 
letter  goes  by  post.  The  gazettes  to  this  day  are  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:vJEFFERSON. 

FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN    JAT. 

Amsterdam,  March  13,  1788. 
Sir, 
Mr.  Adams  having  announced  to  our  bankers  here  his 
approaching  departure  from  Europe,  and  referred  them 
to  me  for  counsel  on  our  affairs  in  their  hands,  they  sent 
me  a  state  of  them,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  were 
pressing  at  the  moment,  and  impending  more  seriously 
for  the  month  of  June.  They  were  urging  me,  by 
almost  every  post,  on  this  subject.  In  this  situation, 
information  of  Mr.  Adams's  journey  of  leave  to  the 
Hagae  reached  me  on  the  day  of  his  arri\'al  there.  I 
was  sensible  how  important  it  tvas  to  have  the  benefit  of 
his  interference,  in  a  department  which  had  been  his  pe- 
culiarly ftx)m  the  beginning,  and  with  all  the  details  of 
which  he  was  as  intimately  acquainted  as  I  was  little  so. 
1  set  out,  therefore,  in  the  instant,  joined  him  at  the 
Hagiie,  and  he  readily  concurred  whh  me  in  the  neces- 
sity of  our  coming  here  to  confer  with  our  bankers  on 
the  measures  which  might  be  proper  and  practicable* 
We  are  now  engaged  on  this  object,  and  the  result^ 
together  with  a  full  explanation  of  the  difficulties  which 
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commanded  our  attentton,  shall  be  (hd  subject  of  a  letter 
which  I  shall  do  mysellT  the  honor  of  writing  J'ou  by 
Mr.  Adams,,  to  be  forwarded  by  Colonel  Smith,  who 
will  go  in  the  English  packet.  I  airoid  further  particu- 
lars in  the  present  letter,  because  it  is  to  pass  through 
the  different  post  offices  to  Paris;  it  will  be  forwarded 
thence  by  Mr.  &bort,  whom  I  have  desired  to  do  himself 
the  lionor  of  writing  to  you  any  occurrences  since  my 
departure,  which  may  be  worthy  of  being  communicated, 
by  the  French  packet  of  this  month. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN    JkY, 

Ams^rdam,  March  16,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  of  the  )3th  instant,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  you  from  this  place,  I  mentioned,  in  gene- 
ral terms,  the  object  of  my  journey  hither,  and  that  I 
should  enter  into  more  particular  details  by  the  confi- 
dential conveyance  which  would  occur  through  Mr« 
Adams  and  Colonel  Smith. 

Tlie  Board  of  Treasury  h^id,  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, given  notice  to  our  banker  here,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  them  to  make  any  xemittances  to  Europe  for  the 
then  ensuing  year ;  and  that  they  must,  therefore,  rely 
altogether  on  the  progress  of  the  late  loan.  But  this 
in  the  mean  time,  after  being  about  oiie-tbird  filled,  had 
ceased  to  get  forward.  The  bankers,  who  had  been 
referred  to  me  for  advice  by  Mr.  Adams^  stated  their 
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circumstances,  and  pressed  their  apprehensions  for  the 
ensuing  taonXh  of  June,  when  270,000  florins  would  be 
wanting  for  interest.  In  fine,  they  urged  an  offer  of  the 
holders  of  the  former  bonds,  to  take  all  those  now  re- 
maining on  hand,  provided  they  might  retain  out  of  them 
the  interest  on  a  part  of  our  domestic  debt,  of  which 
they  had  also  become  the  holders  ;  tins  would  have  been 
180,000  florins  r  to  this  proposition  I  could  not  presume 
any  authority  to  listen.  Thus  pressed  between  the 
danger  of  failure  on  one  hand,  and  an  impossible  propo- 
sition on  the  other,  I  heard  of  Mr.  Adams's  being  gone 
to  the  Hague,  to  take  leave.  His  knowledge  of  the 
subject  was  too  intimate  to  be  neglected  under  the 
present  difficulty,  and  it  was  the  last  moment  ig  which 
we  could  be  availed  of  it.  I  set  out,  therefore,  immedi- 
ately for  the  Hague,  and  we  came  on  to  this  place 
together,  in  order  to  see  what  could  be  done.  It  was 
easier  to  discover  than  to  remove  the  causes  which  ob- 
structed the  progress  of  the  loan.  Our  affairs  here,  like 
those  of  other  nations,  are  in  the  hands  of  particular 
bankers ;  these  employ  particular  brokers,  and  they  have 
their  particular  circle  of  money-lendei*s.  These  money- 
lenders, as  I  have  before  mentioned,  while  placing  a 
part  of  their  money  in  our  foreign  loans,  liad  at  the 
same  time  employed  another  part  in  a  joint  speculation, 
to  the  amount  0^840,000  dollars  of  our  domestic  debt. 
A  year's  interest  was  becoming  due  on  this,  and  they 
wished  to  avail  themselves  of  our  want  of  money  for  the 
foreign  hiterest,  to  obtain  payment  of  the  domestic.  Our 
first  object  was  to  convince  our  bankers  that  there  was 
to  power  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  which  could  accede 
to  this  proposition,  or  give  it  any  countenance.     They  at 
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length,  ibercfbre,  but  witb  difficulty,  receded  from  this 
groand,  and  agreed  to  enter  ipta  conferences  with  the 
brokers  and  lenders,  and  to  use  every  exertioQ  to  clear 
t^je  loan  from  the  embarrassniept  In  which  this  specuj 
lation  had  engaged  it.  What  will  be  the  result  of  these 
conferences,  is  not  yet  known.  We  Uave  liopes,  bow- 
ever,  that  it  is  not  desperate,  because  the  bankors  yesh 
terday  consented  to  pay  off,  and  did  actually  pay  off,  tlie 
capital  of  51,000  florins,  which  had  become  due  to  the 
house  of  Fizeaux  &  Co.  on  tbe  first  day .  of  January , 
which  had  not  yet  been  paid.  We  have  gone  still  further* 
The  Treasury  Board  gives  no  hope  of  remittances  till 
the  new  Government  can  procure  them.  For  that  Gov- 
ernment to  be  adopted,  its  legislature  assembled,  its  sys- 
tems of  taxation  and  collection  arranged,  tbe  money  ga- 
thered from  the  people  into  their  treasury,  and  then  re- 
mitted to  Europe,  must  enter  us  considerably  into  the 
year  1790.  To  secure  our  credit,  then,  for  the  present 
year  only,  is  but  to  put  off  the  evil  day  to  the  next. 
What  remains  of  the  last,  eveq  when  it  shall  be  filled  up, 
will  little  more  than  clear  us  of  present  demands,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  estimate  enclosed.  We  thought  it  better, 
therefore,  to  provide  at  once  for- the  years.  1789  and 
1790  also,  and  thus  to  place  the  Government  at  its  ease, 
and  our  credit  in  security,  during  that  trying  interval. 
The  same  estimate  will  sliow  tliat  another  million 
of  florins  will  be  necessai^  to  eflfept  this.  We  stated 
tliis  to  our  bankers,  who  concurred  in  our  views,  atid 
that  to  ask  tbe  whole  sum  at  once  would  be  better 
than  to  make  demands  irom  time  to  lime,  so  small  as  that 
they  betray  to  the  money-holders  the  extreme  feebleness 
of  our  resources,    Mr.  Adams,  therefore,  has  executed 
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bonds  for  another  million  of  florinS;  which',  however,  a#e 
to  remain  unissued  till  Congress  shall  have  ratified  the 
measure;  so  that  the^  transaction  is  sonnetlibg  or  no- 
thing, at  their  pleasure.  We  suppose  its  expedfency  so 
>  apparent,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  its  ratificatioii.  In 
this  case,  much  time  will  have  been  saved  by  the  exec9- 
tion  of  the  bonds  at  this  moment,  and  the  proposition  mil 
be  presented  here  under  a  more  favorable  appeartnoi, 
discording  to'  the  opinion  of  the  banker.  Mr.  Adams  is 
under  a  necessity  of  setting  out  to-morrow  momibg ;  b«t 
I  shall  stay  two  or  three  days  longer,  to  attend  to  and  io 
encourage  the  efforts  of  the  bankersl  to  judge  and  10  to- 
form  you  whether  they  wQl  insure  us  a  safe  passage  over 
the  month  of  June. 

Not  having  my^  letters  here  to  turn  to,  I  am  unable  to 
say  whether,  in  the  last  I  wrote  from  Paris,  I  mentioned  thfe 
declaratioti  of  die  Emperor,  that  be  should  take  a  part  in 
the  war  against  the  Turks.  This  declaration  appeared  a 
little  before  or  a  little  after  that  letter — I  do  not  recoHect 
which,  'dome  trifling  hostibies  have  taken  jdace  be- 
tween them.  The  Court  of  VersaiHes  seems  to  pursiie,  ini- 
moveably,  hs  pacific  system.  And  fix>m  every  appearande 
in  the  country  from  which  T  write,  we  must  coaclude 'that 
its  tragedy  is  wound  op.  The  triumph  appears  complete, 
and  tranquility  perfectly  est^tblished.  The  numbers  who 
have  emigrated,  are  difierently  estimated  from  twenty  to 
forty  thousand. 

A  Hitle  before  I  left  Paris,  I  received  a  piece  of  intel- 
ligence which  should  be  communicated,  leaving  you  to 
lay  what  stress  upon  it,  it  may  seem  to  deserve.  Its 
authenticity  nwy  be  surely  relied  on.  At  the  moment  of 
the  late  pacification,  Spain  had  about  fifteen  ships  of  the 
Vol.  hi.— 24 
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lioe  ratlly  ready  (or  tea.    The  conveDtkni  for  disanniog 
did  not  extend  to  her,  nor  did  $be  disartn.    This  gave 
M^uietude  ta  the  Court  of  Loadod,  and  they  demanded 
an  ezpianation.    One  was  given,  which  they  say  is  per- 
^BCtly  satisfactory.    The  Aussian  Mini$ter  at  Versailles, 
gating  a  knowledge  of  this,  became  suspicious  on  his 
.part.    Ha  recollected  that  Spain,  during  the  wiar,  had 
In^eti  opposed  to  the   entrance  of  a  Russian  fle^  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  concluded,  if  Ef^lapd  was  not 
(be  olgeot  of  the   armaroenfi  Russia  nught  be..  It  is 
Icnown  that  that  power  means  to  send  a  6eet  of  about 
^•wenty-foar  ships  into  the  Mediterranean  this  summer. 
^He  went  to  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  and  expressed 
bis  apprehensions.    The  Count  de  Montinorin  declared 
<bat  the  object  of  Spain,  in  that  armament,  was  total- 
iy  different ;  that  he  was  sure  she  would  succeed ;  but 
flmt  Franoe  and  Spain  were*  to  be  considered  as  one, 
and  that  the   former  would  become  guarantee  for  the 
•latter  that  she  would  make  no  opposition  to  the  Rus- 
sian float.    If  neither  Elngland  nor  Russia  be  the  ob- 
ject|  the  qoestion  recurs,  whk>  is  it  for?      Tou  know 
best  if  our  affiiirs  with  Spain  are  in  a  situation  to  gite 
Jeiloiisy  to  either  of  us.    I  think  it  vay  possible  that 
Mio  satisfitotion  of  the  Coinrt  of  London  may  have  been 
imtondodor  premadire.    It  is  possible,  aiso,  that  the 
iffiiiit  of  Spain  in  South  AnEierica  may  require  them 
to  assume  a  threatening  appearance.    I  give  yon   the 
iaots,  however,  and  you  will  judge  whether  tboy   are 
^Ijools  of  altentioot  or  of  naaro  oifrioaiiy. 
^t  have  the  honor  to  be,  be., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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P.  S.  I  enclose  bexewitb  ao  e^ma^t  of  a  letter  from 
tbe-CouDt  de  Vergennes  to  the  French  Aniba$sador  ^t 
the  Hague,  which  will  make  a  remar|(able.  chapter  ia  the 
bis^tory  of  the  late  revolutioa  here-  It  is  not  public,  nor 
^puld  be  i]a^de  so  by  us.  Probably  those  who  have  been 
.the  victkna  of  it  will  soi^ie  day  publish  it* 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Extract  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes^s  despatch  to  the 
Marquis  de  VeraCy  Ambassador  from  France  at  the 
Haguey  dated 

ISth  Ajugost,  1786. 
^^  The  King  will  concur^  as  far  as  he  can,  towards  the 
success  of  this  matter;  and  you  will  request,  on  his  part, 
the  patriots  to  coa2mm»cate  tb^  views,  plans,  wi  wishes. 
You  will  assure  them  that  the  King  is  equally  interested 
So^  their  persons  as  well  as  their  cause,  and  that  they  may 
rely  on  his  protection.  They  may  depend  i^pm  this  the 
more,  as  we  do  not  pretend  to  dissemble.  Sir,  tba|,  if  the 

,J5^adtholder  recovers  his  former  influjepce,.  the  Engl^ 
syste^  will  .not  &il  to  prevail,  and  our  alliance  become  ft 
XBpre  phantom.  The  patriots  will  readily  pe,];eeiye  thpt 
siich  a  circumstance  would  be  quite  incompatible  wii)i 

.  the  dignity  as,  vrell  as  the  respect  of  his  Majesty*  But 
19  ca3e„  Sir,  the  Jeaders  of  the   patriots  should  fear  a 

.schism,  tliey  will  have  ^mple  line  to  bring  ba^  such  of 
their  friends  as  the  English  parly  haye  pc^v^f  rted,  and  at^ 

,rang|B  matters  so  th^t  the  question  Y9ihif;|)  is  to  be  again 
deliberated  be  decided  agreeably  to  tlieir  ifisbes.  On 
this  pre3umption:  the  K^^  authoi^zes  you  to  f ct  V^  co^^ 
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bert'wltb  tbe^y  to'foHofw  such  directions  as  ihey  may  see 
J)roper  to  give  you,  and  to  employ  every  means  to  ang- 
merit  their  nUinber  <if  partisans  for  the  good  cause.  It 
Remains  for  me,  SiV,  to  speak  lo  you  concerning  the  per^ 
sonal  secority  of  the  patriots.  You  wiM  assure  them  that 
at  all  events  the  King  takes  them  under  his  immediate  pro- 
tection, and  you  will  inform  them,  whenever  it  may  be 
necessffry,  that  his  Majesty  will  consider  every  attempt 
against  their  liberty  as  a  personal  oSence  against  him. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  thjs  language,  supported  with 
energy,  will  impose  on  the  audacity  of  the  English  party, 
and  that  the  Prince  of  Nassau  wilt  apprehend  some  dan- 
ger by  provoking  his  Majesty's  resentment." 


FtlOBf  J^HK   JAT  ^O   TfiOMAS    JEFPSHSON. 

Office  foT,  Foreign  Affairs,         "i 
*  November  3,  1787.   y 

DeffT  Sir,  . 
SIncfe  the  date  of  my  last,  which  was  the  24th  nit.. 
Congress  Has  been  pleased  to  pass  an  act,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy.  It  contains  instructions  lb  you  rela- 
tive to  the  demands  of  the  United  States 'against  the 
'Court  of  Denmark.  As  they  are  express  and  particular, 
remarks  upon- them  would  be  unnece^ary.  1  am  per- 
'suaded  that  the 'manner  in  ^bich  this  biisiii^s  will  lie 
Conducted  and  concluded  will  evince  the  propriety  df  its 
BeiiJg  committed  to  your'Ascretioni  - 
•  Advices  ftoni  Ge6rgia  represent  fhat' State  as  much 
distressed  by  the  Indians.  It  is  said  that  the  appre- 
heftisions  of -the   people   ahe  s6 'greatly   alarmed,  that 
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tbey  are  even  fortifying  Savannah.  There  doubtless  is  ' 
reason  to  fear  that  their  frontier  settlements  will  be  rav- 
aged^  The  Indians  are  numerous,  and  tbey  are  e^usper- 
ated,  and  will,  probably,  be  put  to  no  (difficulty  on  acc6tsnt 
of  milit^y  stores.  These  embarrassments  result  from  the 
want  of  a  proper  Government,  to  guard  good  fwtfa,  and 
punbb  violajtions  of  it. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  &tc,, 

JOHN  JAY. 


E^roffi  from,  ih^  Secret  Jwrml,  October  28thy  1187. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carring- 
ton, 

Resolved,  That  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  Versailles  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  instructed  to  represent  to  his  Danish  Majesty  t^at 
the  United  States  continue  to  be  very  sen3ibly  affected  by 
the  circumstance  of  his  Majesty  having  caused  a  number 
of  their  prizes  to  be  delivejred  to  Great  Britain  during  thQ 
late  war;  and  the  more  so,  as  no  part  of  their  conduct  bad 
forfeited  their  claims  to  the  rites  of  hospitality  which 
civilized  pations  extend  to  each  other.  That  not  only  a 
sense  of  the  justice  due  to  the  individuals  interestedi  in 
those  prizes,  but  also  an  earnest  desire  that  no  subject  of 
discontent  may  check  the  cultivation  and  progress  of  that 
friendship  which  they  wish  may  subsist  and  increase  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  prompts  the  United  States  to  re- 
mind his  Majesty  of  the  transaction  in  question;  and 
they  flatter  themselves  that  his  Majesty  will  concur  with 
them  in  thinking  that,  as  restitution  of  the  prizes  is  not 
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practicable^  it  is  r^sonable  and  just  that  he  sliould  ren- 
der, and  that  thejr  sboiild  accept,  a  compenssition  equiva- 
tetit  to  the  value  of  them. 

That  the  said  MStiKter  be  further  authorized  and  in- 
structed finally  to  settle  and  conclude  the  demand  of  the 
ITnited  States  against  his  Danish  Majesty,  on  account  of 
the  prizes  aforesaid,  by  such  composhion  and  on  sucb 
terms  asrmay  be  the  best  in  his  power  to  obtain ;  and  that 
be  be  directed  to  retain  in  his  hands  all  the  money  so  re- 
covered, till  the  furtherorder  of  Congress. 

That  the  said  Minister  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
incase  fa^^faaH  think  it  proper,  to  despateh  the  Chevalier 
John  Paul  Jones,  or  any  other  agent,  to  the  Court  of 
Denmark,  with  such  powers  and  instructions  relative  to 
the  abovementioned  negotiation  as  in  his  judgment  may 
be  the  most  conducive  to  the  successful  issue  thereof; 
provided  that  the  ultimate  conclusion  of  the  business  be 
riot  made  by  the  agent,  without  the  previous  approbation 
of  the  said  Minister. 

TtTiat  the  person  employed  shall,  for  his  agency  in  the 
business  aforesaid,  be  allowed  5  per  cent,  for  all  expenses 
and  demands  whatever  on  that  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  transmit  to  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Versailles 
all  the  necessary  documents  relative  to  the  prizes  defiver- 
ed  up  by  Denmark. 


FaOM   JOHN.  JAY    TO   THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

.  N<5W  Yoijc,.  April  24,  1788* 

Dew  Sin, 

.  Siooc  ibe  Sd  No^^mber  b^it)  I  have  been  faoaored 
\!fitb  your  &vora  ol*  t^e  19ib,  2ddj  and  24tb  Septembefi 
8tb  9nA  %7th  Ootober^  3d  and  7th  November,  21st  and 
31st  lhic»mhfgy  and  Sth  February  last^  ajl  of  which 
huve  beonjfrid  before.  Cwgress^  but  they  have  given  nve 
no  orders  respQcting  tbd  subjects  of  thefo. 

ThQ<s|ttie»  of  my  health  was,  for  a  long  time,  such  as 
lo  oblige  0ie^  to  omit  som^  gopd  opportunities  of  writing 
to  ycMi  foUy.  It  19  not  yet  perfectly  re-established } .  but- 
I  9m,  sevei'tbeless,  so  far  recovered  as  to  have  reason  to 
hope  thai  the  approafcbing  seaaon  will  moderate,  if  not 
wholly  remove,  my  remaining  complaints. 

Since  the  rising  of  the  late  convention  at  Philadelphia, 
Congress  has  done  hot  little  business,  and  I  apprehend 
that  ir41I  continue  to  be  the  case,  while  the  fate  of  the 
proposed  constitution  remains  undecided.  Yoi)  will  per- 
ceive, from  the  public  pap€tf8>  that  it  has  given  occasion 
to  heats  and  parties  in  several  of  the  States. 

The  lat^  e(ui^«Bercial  arrangements  of  France,  relative 
to  the  United  States,  will  tend  to  render  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  countries  more  intimate.  They  bear  marks 
of  wisdom  and  liberality,  and  cannot  fail  of  being  very 
aootpuble.  U  \%  t&  be  regrettied  that  the  fs^rcdntUe  peo- 
ple in  France.  Offose  a  system  wfaicb»  oertainly,  is  ca)T 
colated  to  bind  tbe  two  nations  teigetb^v,  p(Pd  from  which 
b^  wooMetenttiBly  derive  con^mereial^  as  well  as  pa-. 
Ildeal,  admnta^* 

It  ftppaan  U)  me  tbM'  FcasiCie  imn  tK>t  a  single  ^My  m 
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Europe,  on  which  she  can  fully  depend  ;  and  it  doubtless 
would  be  wise  in  her  to  endeavor  so  to  blend  her  interests 
with  ours^  as,  if  possible,  to  render  them  indissoluble. 
Tbis,  in  my  opinion,  can  only  be  done  by  giving  us  all 
the  privileges  of  Frenchmen,  and  a<3cepting,  to  return, 
all  the  privileges  of  Americans.  If  ihey  could  bring 
tlliemselves  to  adopt  ttiis  idea,  their  schemes  of  policy  re- 
specting us  wdirid  be  greatly  simplified  ;  bttt  thd  spirit  of 
monopoly  and  exclusion  has  prevailed  in  Eurcq^e  loo  long 
to  be  done  away  at  once  ;  and,  faowever  enlightened  tbe 
present  ag^  may  appear,  when  comp$red  vntb  former 
ones,  yet,  whenever  ancient  prejudices  are  to&ebed,  wc 
find  tbsit  we  only  have  light  enough  to  see  our  want  of 
more.  Toleration  in  commerce,  like  toleration  in  nUt- 
gion,  gains^  ground,  it  is  true ;  but  I  am  not  sanguine  in 
my  expectations  that  either  will  soon  take  place  in  their 
due  extent.  ^  . 

I  Irave  the  honor  of  being,  fee, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FHOM   JOHIf   JAt   to  THOMAS   JEFFERdOIT. 

breign  Afiai 
Way  16,  176a 


Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     I 


Dear  Sir, 
Since  the  date  of  my  last,  vie.  S4th.  alt.,  bo  letkfs 
ftbm  you  have  arrived,  nor  any  event  of  importanee 
occurred,  except  the  aceessioo  of  Maryland,  to  tbe  num- 
ber of  the  States  which  have  adopted  abepiiopdaed  009- 
stitution.  Until  that  business  is  concluded^  I  appreheni 
tflat  oar  national  affairs  wiU  oonticMe  mnoh  at«  s^^i. 
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Mr.  Btiioi¥  will  take  charge  of  this,  and  of  a  pack^ 
of  newspapers  for  you.  ^ 

With  great  and  sincere ^esteein^  Sec, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON     TO     THE     COMMISSIONEUS    OF 
THE    TBEASURY. 

Paris,  Febrniury  7,  1788. 
Gentlemen^    , 

Yopr  &Tors  of  November  the  10th  and  13tfa,  and 
I>ecember  the  &tb,  have  been  duly  received.  Qommo- 
dore  Jones  left  this  place  for  Copenhagen  the  5th  in- 
stant^ to  carry  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  October  the  23th.  Whatever  .  moneys  that  Court 
shall  be  willing  to  allow^  shall  be  remitted  to  your  bank* 
ers,  either  in  Amsterdam  or  Paris,  as  shall  be  found  most 
beneficial ;  allowing  previpusly  to  be  withdrawn  Commo* 
dore  Jones's  proportion,  which  will  be  necessary  for  his 
subsistence.  I  desired  him  to  endeavor  to  prevail  on  the, 
Danish  Minister  to  have  the  money  paid  in  Amsterdam 
or  Paris,  by  their  banker  in  either  of  thpse.  cities,  if  they 
have  one. 

Mr.  Ajst  (Secretary  to  the  Consulate)  is  at  L'Orient^ 
Whether  be  com^s  up  with  the  papers,  or  sends  them, 
they  shall  be  received,  sealed  up,  and  taken  care  of.  I 
will  only  ask  the  favor  of  you  that  I  may  never  be  de* 
sired  to  break  the  ^aU,  sinless  very  important  cause  fca* 
it  should  arise. 

I  have  justfeceived  frooi  Messi^.  Willinks  and  Van 
SlftplE^rsm  a  letter  of  January  the  31^,  in  which  aj;e. 
thele  word^:  ^^The  official  communioation  we  have  of  the 
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actual  situation  and  prospect  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
States^  would  render  such  a  partial  payment  as  that  to 
Fizeaux's  house  of  no  avail  towards  the  support  of  the 
public  credit,  unless  effectual  measures  shall  b6  adopted 
to  provide  funds  for  the  270,000  florins,  interest,  that 
will  be  due  the  1st  of  June  next ;  a  single  day's  retard 
in  which,  would  ground  a  prejudice  of  long  duration." 
They  informed  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  have 
made  to  you  the  following  communication^  that  Mr. 
Stanitski,  our  principal  broker,  and  holder  of  thirteen 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  of  certifiMtea  of  our 
domestic  debt/  offers  to  have  our  loan  of  a.  miliion 
of  guilders  (of  which  six  hundred  and  twenty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fort^  are  stil)  unfilled)  im- 
mediately made  up,  on  condition  that  be  may  retain 
thereout  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  guilders, 
being  one  year's  interest  on  bis  certificates,  allowing  a 
deduction  of  ten  per  cent.,  from  his  said  interest,  as  a 
compensation  for  his  receiving  it  in  Am$t6rdam  instead 
of  America,  and  not  pretending  that  this  shall  give  him 
any  title  to  ask  any  payment  of  future  hiterest  in 
Europe.  They  observe,  that  this  will  enable  them  to 
face  the  demands  of  Dutch  interest  till  the  1st  of  Jane, 
1789,  pay  the  principal  6f  Fisseaux's  debt,  and  supply 
the  current  expenses  of  your  legation  in  Europe.  On 
these  points,  it  is  for  you  to  decide.  I  will  only  take 
the  liberty  to  observe,  that  if  they  shall  receive  your 
acceptance  of  the  proposition,  some  days'  credit  wiM  still 
be  to  be  given  for  producing  the  cash  ;  and  that  this  must 
be  produced  fifteen  days  before  it  is  warning,  because 
that  much  previous  notice  is  alway9  given  to  the  credi- 
tors that  their  money  is  ready^      It  is,  thereibfe,  but 
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three  months  from  this  day  before  ybur  answer  should  be 
in  Amsterdam.  It  might  answer  a  useful  purpose,  also, 
6ou\d  I  receive  a  communication  of  that  answer  ten  days 
earlier  than  they.  The  same  stagnation  attending  our 
passage  from  the  old  to  the  new  form  of  government, 
which  stops  the  feebfe  (Jhannel  of  money  hitherto  flowing 
towards  our  treasury,  has  suspended,  also,  what  foreign 
credit  We  had  ;  so  that,  at  this  moment,  we  may  consider 
the  progress  of  our  Iban  as  stopped.  Though  much  an 
enemy  to  the  system  of  borrowing,  yet  I  feel  strongly 
the  necessity  of  preserving  the  power  to  borrow.  With- 
out this,  we  might  be  overwhelmed  by  another  nation, 
merely  by  the  force  of  its  credit.  However,  you  can 
best  judge  whether  the  payment  of  a  single  year's  in- 
terest on  Stanitski^s  certificates,  in  Europe,  instead  of 
America,  may  be  more  injurious  to  us  than  the  shock  of 
our  credit  in  Amsterdam,  which  may  be  produced  by  a 
failure  to  pay  our  interest. 

I  have  only  to  offer  any  services  which  I  can  render  in 
this  business,  either  here,  or  by  going  to  Holland,  at  a 
moment's  warning,  if  that  should  be  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FHOM  THOMAS  ^FFERSON  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Paris,  March  2, 1788— Sunday. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  this  day  ^  letter  from  Mrs.  Adams,  of  the 

26th  ullimoj  informing  me  you  Would  set  o»t  on  the  29th 

for  the  Hague.    Our  afiatrs  at  Amsterdatn  press  on  my 

mind  like' a  mountain.    I  have  no  nnformation  to  go  on, 
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but  ifiat  of  Willioks  aod  V^n  StapborstSi  aod,  accordias 
to  that,  sometbiog  seems  necessary  to  be  done.  I  am  so 
anxious  to  confer  with  you  on  tbb  subject,  and  to  see  you 
and  them  together,  and  get  some  ^ectual  arraogement 
made  in  time,  that  I  determine  to  meet  you  at  the  Hague. 
I  \yill  set  out  the  moment  some  repairs  are  niade  to  my 
carriage ;  k  is  promised  meat  tbfee  o'clocji  to-morrow  ; 
bpt  probably  they  will  make  it  night,  and  that  I  may  not 
set  out  till  Tuesday  morning.  In  that  case,  I  shall  be  at 
the  Hague  on  Friday  night ;  in  the  mean  time,  you  will 
perhaps  have  nu^e  all  your  bows  there.  I  am  sensible 
'  how  irksome  this  must  be  to  you,  in  the  mon^ent  of  your 
departure.  ,  But  it  is  a  great,  interest  of  the  United  States 
which  is  at  stake,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  sacrifice  to  that 
your  feelings  and  your  interest.  I  hope  to  shake  you  by 
the  hand  within,  twenty-four  hours  after  you  receive  this ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time, 

I  am,  with  much  esteem^  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON, 


FROM   JOHN   ;rAY   TO   THOMAS   JVFFERSON. 

Affairs, 
Jane  9, 1788 


Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     ? 


Dear  Sir, 
Since  the  date  of  my  la&t,  viz:  the  16.th  pU.,  I  have  been 
honored  with  yours  of.  the  13th  and  16th  March,  with  the 
papers  which  were  enclosed  in  the  last.  They  were  im- 
mediately communicated  to  Qoogress,  ^d  the  latter  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who  not. having  as  yet  reported,  it 
is  not  in  my  power.tosay  what  Congress  may  probably 
think  piroper  to  do  or  order  relia|ive  to  the  s^bject  of  it. 
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You  will  herewith  receive  two  letters  from  Congress 
to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  together  with  copies  of 
them  for  your  information.  You  will  also  find  enclosed, 
copies,  from  No.  1  to  20  inclusive,  of  papers  respecting 
the  claims  of  Francis  Cazeau,  which  it  is  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  transmit,  in  consequence  of  the  information 
communicated  in  Mr.  Short's  letter  to  me  of  the  18th 
March  last.  Copies  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d 
June  instant,  respecting  De  la  Lande  and  Fynje ;  and  of 
ail  act  of  the  3d  instant,  forming  Kentucky  into  an  in- 
dependent State,  will  likewise  be  enclosed. 

By  the  newspapers,  herewith  sent,  you  will  perceive 
that  South  Carolina  has  adopted  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion. The  convention  of  this  State  will  convene  on 
Tuesday,  at  Poughkeepsie ;  and  as  this  city  and  county 
have  elected  me  one  of  their  deputies  to  it,  I  shall  be  ab» 
sent  from  hence  until  it  rises.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  majority  of  this  convention  are  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  constitution  ;  so  that  whether  they  will  ven- 
ture to  reject  it,  or  whether  they  will  adjourn  and  post- 
pone a  decision  on  h,  is  uncertain. 

Accounts  from  Virginia  and  New  Hampshire  render 
it  probable  that  those  States  will  adopt  rt ;  and,  if  so,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  North  Carolina,  and  even  this 
State,  will  folldw  the  example. 

Being  exceedingly  engaged  in  despatching  a  variety  of 
matters  preparatory  to  my  going  out  of  town,  I  must 
postpone  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  Mr.  Short  by  this 
opportunity. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY, 
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FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  C«  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Amsterdaitt,  March  29, 1788. 
Sir, 
I  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors 
of  the  14th,  15th,  and  23d  instant*  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred doing  it  in  person,  but  the  season,  and  the  desire  of 
seeing  what  I  have,  not  yet  seep,  invite  me  tq  take  the 
route  of  the  Rhine.  I  shall  leave  this  place  to-morrow 
morning,  and  probaWy  not  reach  Paris  till  the  latter  end 
of  April.  In  the  moment  we  were  to  have  conferred  ojd 
the  subject  of  paying  the  arrears  due  to  you,  a  letter  of 
the  20th  of  February,  from  the  Board  of  Treasury,  was 
received,  forbidding  the  application  of  money  to  any  pur- 
pose, (except  our  current  claims,)  till  the  Jqne  interest 
should  be  actually  in  hand.  Being  by  the  letter  tied  up 
from  giving  an  order  in  your  favor^  I  return  you  the  letter 
you  bad  written  to  Mr.  Jay,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
order  for  your  arrears  was  given,  it  has  been  suggested, 
however,  that  if  you  could  receive  bonds  of  the  loaq,  you 
could  make  them  answer  your  purpose;  and  the  commis- 
sioners say,  this  would  in  nowise  interfere  with  the  views 
of  the  Treasury  Board,  nor  the  provision  for  the  June  in- 
terest. 1  have,  therefore,  recommended  to  them,  in  writ- 
ing, to  give  you  bonds  to  the  amount  of  your  balance,  if 
you  choose  to  take  them  rather  than  to  wait.  I  wish  this 
may  answer  your  purpose.  I  remeniber  that  in  the  con- 
versation which  I  had  the  honor  of  having  with  you  on 
the  evening  T  was  at  the  Hague,  you  said  that  your  ene- 
mies had  endeavored  to  have  it  believed  that  Cong;ress 
would  abandon  you,  and  withdraw  your  appointments. 
An  enemy  generally  says  and  believes  what  he  wbhes, 
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and  your  eDemies,  pardcularlyi  i|re  not  those  who  are 
most  in  the  couDcib  of  Congress,  nor  the  best  qualified 
to  tell  what  Congress  will  do.  From  the  eridences  you 
have  received  of  their  approbation,  and  from  their  well- 
known  steadiness  and  justice,  you  must  be  assured  of  a 
continuance  of  their  favor,  were  they  to  continue  undjer 
the  present  form.  Nor  do  I  see  any  thing  in  the  new 
Government  which  threatens  us  with  less  firmness.  The 
Senate,  who  will  make  and  remove  their  foreign  officer 
must,  from  its  constitution,  be  a  wise  and  steady  body. 
Nor  would  a  new  Government  begin  its  administration  by 
discarding  old  servants — servants  who  have  put  all  to  the 
risk,  and  when  the  risk  was  great  to  obtain  that  freedom 
and  security  under  which  themselves  will  be  what  they 
shall  be.  Upon  the  whole,  my  dear  Sir,  tranquillize 
yourself  and  your  family  on  this  subject.  All  the  evi- 
dence which  exists .  as  yet  authorizes  you  to  do  this ;  nor 
can  I  foresee  any  cause  of  disquiet  in  future.  That  none 
may  arise,  that.yourself  and  family  may  enjoy  health,  hap- 
piness, and  the  continued  approbation  of  those  by  whom 
you  wish  most  to  be  approved,  is  the  sincere  wish  of 
him  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON     TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF 
THE  TREASURY. 

Amsterdam,  March  29,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

I  cannot  close  my  letter  without  some  observations  on  the 
transfer  of  our  domestic  debt  to  foreigners.    This  eir- 
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cumstance,  and  the  failure  to  pay  off  Fhseaux's  Idan,  were 
^the  sole  cause  of  the  stagnation  of  our  late  loan;  for, 
'  othermse,  our  credit  would  have  stood  on  ihore  hopeful 
grounds  than  heretofore.  There  was  a  condition  in  the 
last  loan,  that  the  lenders  fuhiishiug  one-thhrd  bf  the 
money,  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  bonds  should  re- 
main eighteen  months  unsold,  and  at  their  option  to  take 
or  not,  and  that  iii  the  mean  time  the  same  bankers 
should  open  no  other  loan  for  us.  Tliese  same  lenders 
became  purchasers  of  our  domestic  debt,  and  they  were 
disposed  to  avail  thehiselves  of  the  power  they  had  ihus 
acquired  over  us  as  to  our  foreign  demands,  to  make  us 
pay  the  domestic  one.  Should'  the  present  necessities 
have  obliged  you  to  comply  with  their  proportion  for  the 
present  year,  I  should  be  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  the 
last  instance.  If  the  traijsfer  of  these  debts  to  Europe 
meet  with  any  eftcouragement  from  us,  we  can  no  more 
borrow  rtioney  here,  let  our  necessities  be  what  they  will. 
For  who  will  give  ninety -six  per  cent,  for  the  foreign  ob- 
'  ligations  of  the  sdme  nation,  whose  domestic  ones  can  be 
•  bought  at  the  same  market  for  fifty-five  per  cent.  ?  4be 
former,  too,  bearing  an  interest  of  only  five  per  cent., 
while  the  Isitter  yields  six.  If  any  discouragements  can 
be  honestly  thrown  on  tlm  transfer,  it  would  seem  ad- 
visable, in  order  to  keep  the  domestic  debt  at  home.  It 
would  be  a  very  eflfectual  one,  if,  instead  of  tlie  title  ex- 
isting in  our  Treasury  books  alone,  it  was  made  to  exist  in 
loose  papers,  as  bur  loan-office  debts  do.  The  European 
bolder  would  then  be  obliged  to  risk  the  title-papet  of 
Iiis  capital,  as  well  as  his  interest,  in  the  hand  of  his 
agent  in  America,  whenever  the  interest  was  to  be  de- 
manded ;  whereas,  at  present,  he  trusts  him  witii  the  in- 
terest only.    This  single  circumstance  would  put  a  total 
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$t0p  to  all  future  sales  of  domestic  d^bt  at  this  market. 
Whether  this,  or  any  other  obstnix^iooy  ean  or  should 
be  thrown  io  the  way  of  these  operations,  is  not  fior  me 
to  decide ;  but  I  have  thought  tUe  subject  woi^tby  youjr 
coDsideratioD. 

.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Jcc., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rROM   THOMAS   JEf*l!*ERSON   TO    JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  May  4.  1788. 

Sir,  ;  . 

I  had  the  honor  pf  acklressing  you  in  two  letters  of  the; 
13th  and  16th  of  March,  from  AmsterdaiA,  and  bavA 
since  received  Mr.  Remsen's^  of  February  20th.  I 
staid  at  Aipsterdam  about  ten  pi  twelve^  days  ailer  tbct 
departure  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  miUioii 
of  the ,  last  year  filled  up.  This,  however,  pOMild  not  be 
accomplished  on  t^e  spot,  hqt  the  prospect  Wiis  so  good 
as  to  have  dissipated  all  fear;  and  since  my  jreturn  faioi^ 
I  learn  (not  officially  from  pur  bankers,  but  through  m' 
good  channel)  that  they  have  received  x>ver  four  hundred 
thousand  florins,  since  the  date  pf  the  stMement  I  seiH 
you  in  my  letter  pf  March  Ifith;  and  I  presume  we  need 
not  fepr  the  completion  of.  that  loan,  ^hioh  shall  provide 
for  all  our  purposes  of  the  year  1788,  as  stati^d  in  tha^ 
paper.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  firoip  the  Trea^wy 
orders  in  conformity  thereto^  that  I  may  be  able ^o  pro^ 
ceed  to  the  redemption  of  our  captives.  Tb^  provisioa 
for  the  purposes  of  the  years  1789  and  1790,  as  stated 
in  the  same   paper,  will  depend  on  (bQ  jrat&ation  by 
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Coi^refls  of  Mr.  Adams's  boncfe  of  this  year  for  another 
million  of  florins.  But  there  aHses  a  new  call  from  this 
Goveammeat. .  for  its  interest  at  le^st.  Their  silence, 
hitherto,  has  made  it  to  be  believed,  in  general,  that  they 
consented  to  the  non-paymeoi  of  our  interest  to  them, 
in  order  to  accommodate  us.  Yo«  will  perceive  in  the 
fifteenth  and.  sixteenth  pages  of  the  compie  rendu, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  that  they  call  for 
the  interest,  and  will  publish  it,  whether  it  be  paid  or 
not ;  and  by  number  twenty-five,  p^ge  eighty-one,  that 
they  count  on  its  regular  receipt,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
year.  Thes»  calls  for  the  1st  day  of  January,  1789,  and 
1790,  will  amount  to  about  a  million  and  a  half  of 
florins  more ;  and,  if  to  be  raised  by  loan,  it  must  be  fcr 
two  millions,  as  well  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  loan, 
as  that  loans  are  not  opened  for  fractions  of  millions. 
This  publicatk)n  seems  to  render  a  provision  for  this  in- 
terest as  necessary  as  for  that  of  Amsterdam. 

I  had  taken  measures  to  have  it  believed  at  Algiers 
that  onr  Government  withdrew  its  attention  from  our 
captives  there.  This  was  to  prepare  their  captors  for 
the  ransoming  them  at  a  reasonable  price,  i  find,  how-' 
ever,  that  Captain  0*Rryen  is  apprized  that  I  have  re- 
ceived some  authority  oh  this  subject.  He  writes  me  a 
cruel  letter,  supposing  me  the  obstacle  to  their  redemp- 
tion. -  Tfeeir  own  interest  requires  that  I  should  leave 
th^m  to  think  thus  hardly  of  me.  Were  the  views  of 
Gpvb^n>ent  communicated  to  them,  they  could  not  keep 
their  o^  secret,  and  such  a  price  would  be  demanded 
f«r  them  a%  Congress  probably  woukt  think  ought  not 
to  be  given,  lesi  it  should  be  the  cause  of  involving  thou- 
sands of  others  of  \hcir  citizens  in  the  same  condition. 
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The  motnient  I  have  money,  the  business  shall  be  set  in 
motion. 

By  a  letter  from  Joseph  Chiappe,  our  agent  at  Moga- 
dore,  I  am  notified  of  a  declaration  of  the  Emperor  of* 
Morocco,  that  if  the  Stales  General  of  the  United  Ne- ' 
iherlands  do  not,  before  the  month  of  May,  send  bina ' 
an  Ambassador,  to  let  him  know  whether  it  is  war  or ' 
peace  between  them,  he   will  send  one  to  them  with 
five  frigates;  and  that  if  their  dispositions  be  unfavorable, 
these  frigates  shall  proceed  to  America,  to  make  prises 
on  the  Dutch,  and  to  sell  them  there.      It  seems  to  de- 
pend on  the    Dutch,   therefore,    whether   the   Barbary 
powers  shall  ledrn  the  way  to  our  coast,  and  whether  we 
shall  have  to  decide    the   question   of  the  legality   of^ 
selling  in  our  ports  vessels  taken  from  them. 

I  had  informed  you  in  a  former  letter  of  the  declara- 
tion made  by  the  Court  of  Spain  to  that  of  London,  re-- 
lative  to  its  naval  armament,  and  also  of  the  declaration 
of  the  Count  de  Mdntmorin  to  the  Russian  Minister  here, ' 
on  the  same  subject.  I  have  good  information  that  the 
Court  of  Spain  has  itself  made  a  similar  and  formal  de- 
claration to  the  Minister  of  Russia  at  Madrid ;  so  that 
Russia  is  satisfied  she  is  not  the  object.  I  doubt  whether 
the  English  are  equally  satisfied  as  t6  themselves.  The 
season  has  hitherto  prevented  any  reniarkable  operations 
between  the  Turks  and  the  two  Empires.  The  war, 
however,  will  probably  go  on,  and  the  season  now  admits 
of  more  important  events.  The  Empress  has  engaged 
Commodore  Paul  Jones  in  her  service,  lie  is  to  have 
the  rank  of  Rear-Admiral,  with  a  separate  command ;  and 
it  is  understood  that  he  is  in  no  case  to  be  commanded. 
He  Vflil  probably  be  opposed  to  the  Captain  Pacha  on 


at^ 


THCAIAS  lEFFESaOK-^OHN  JAY. 


the  Black  Sea.  He  received  this  invitation  at  Copenba* 
gen ;  and  as  the  season  for  commencing  the  campatgo 
was  too  near  to  admit  time  for  him  to  ask  and  await  the 
permission  of  Congress,  be  accepted  the  offer,  only  stipu- 
lating that  be  should  be  always  free  to  return  to  the  or- 
ders of  Congress  whenever  called  for,  and  that  he  should 
in  no  case  be  expected  to  b^r  arms  agabst  France.  He 
conceived  that  the  experience  he  should  gain  would 
enable  him  to  be  more  useful  to  the  United  States,  should 
they  ever  have  occasion  for  him.  It  has  been  understood 
that  Congress  hfd  had  it  in  contemplation  to  give  him 
the  grade  of  Rear«  Admiral  from  the  datQ  of  die  action 
ojt  the  Scrapie,  and  it  is  supposji^  that  such  a  mark  of 
tbeir  approbation  would  have  a  favorable  influence  on 
bis  fortune  in  the  North.  Copies  of  the  letters  which 
pass^  between  him  and  the.  Danish  Minister  are  heie- 
witb  transmilted.  I  shall  in^mediately  represent  to  Count 
B.emstorff  that  tlie  demand  for  our  prizes  can  have  no 
connexion  with  a  trealy  of  conunerce ;  that  there  is  no 
r^aspn  wjiy  tb?  clainis  of  our  seamen  should  await  so  dis- 
tant and  uncertain  an  event.;  and  press  the  settkment  of 
tl^s  4^1aim. 

This  country  ^ill  pursues  Us  lipe  of  peace.  The  Min- 
istry seem  now  all  united  in  it ;  some^  from  a  belief  of 
tbeir  inability  to  carry  on  a  war ;  others,  from  a  desire  to 
arrange  their  internal  affiiirs,  aqd  improve  their  constitu- 
tion. The  differences  between  the  King  and  Parliament 
threaten  a  serious  issue ;  many  syi^ptoms  indicate  tba| 
the  Government  has  in  contemplation  6ome  act  of  hig^ 
handed  authority.  An  extra  number  of  printers  have  for 
several  days  been  en^plqyed;  the  apartment  wherein  thqr 
are  at  work  being  surrounded  by  a  body  of  guards,  who 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  389 

permit  nobody  to  come  out  or  go  fn.  The  commanders  of 
the  pronnces,  civil  and  military,  have  been  ordiered  td  be 
at  their  stations  on  a  certain  day  of  the  ensuing  week. 
They  are  accordingly  gone^  so  that  the  will  of  the  King 
is  probably  to  be  announced  through  the  whole  kingdom 
on  the  same  daj'.  The  Parliament  of  Paris,  apprehend- 
ing that  some  innovation  is  to  be  attempted,  which  may 
take  from  them  the  opportunity  e)f  deciding  on  it  after 
it  shall  be  made  known,  came  last  night  to  the  resolution 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  manuscript  copy. 
This  you  will  perceive  to  be,  in  effect,  a  declaration  of 
rights.  I  am  obliged  to  close  here  the  present  letter,  lest 
I  should  tniss  the  opportunity  of  conveying  it  by  a  passen- 
ger who  is  to  call  for  it.  Should  Che  delay  of  the  packet 
admit  any  continuation  of  these  details^  they  shall  be  the 
subject  of  another  letter,  to  be  forwarded  by  post..  The 
Gazettes  of  Leyden  and  France  accompany  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Translation. 

Debt  of  the  United  States^  coti^rehended  inthefoliowinig 
chargei  : 

1 .  A  loan  of  eight^n  miilioDs,  reimbursable  in  twelvi 
years,  reckoning  from  1767,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  bun^ 
4red%thousand  livres  per  annum,  with  interest  at  five  pet 
cent. 

2.  A  loan  of  ten  millions,  made  in  Holland,  reimbursa- 
ble in  ten  years,  at  the  rate  of  one  million  per  annum, 
reckoning  from  1787,  with  interest  at  four  per  cent. 
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3.  A  loan  of  six  oiiUions^  .reimbursable  ta  six  yeac^ 
at  the  rate  of  one  million  per  annuix^^  reckoning  from 
1787,  with  interest  of  five  per  cent. 

Progression  of  the  payment  of  arrearages  and  reimburse^ 
m&tts  of  the  capital* 


Years  of  re- 

Capitals  of  the 

Interest  of  said 

General  total  per 

-   imburse- 

three  chaiges,  ac- 

capitals, accord- 

annnm. 

ment. 

cording  to  the  fix- 

ing to  the  fixed  pe- 

ed periods. 

riods. 

Livres. 

Livres. 

Livres. 

1787 

2,500,000 

1,600,000 

4,100,000 

1788 

2,500,000 

1,485.0C0 

3,985,000 

1789 

2,500,000 

1,370,000 

S,870,0«^ 

1790 

2,500,000 

1,255,000 

3,755,000 

17^1 

2,500,000 

1,140,000 

3,640,000 

1798 

2,500,000 

1,025,000 

3,525,000 

1793 

2,500,000 

910,000 

3,410,000 

1794 

2,500,000 

795,000 

3,295,00l> 

1795 

2.500,000 

680,000 

3,180,009 

1796 

2,500,000  ' 

565,000 

3,065,000 

1797 

2,500,000 

.      450,000 

2,950,000 

1798 

2,500,000 

325,000 

2,825,000 

1799 

1,000,000 

200,000 

1,200,000 

1800 

1,OOQ,©00 

150,000 

1,150,000 

1801 

1,000,000 

100,000 

1,100,000 

1802 

1,000,000 

50,000 

1,050,000 

Livres 

34,000,000 

12,100,000 

46,100,000 

Seen  and  verified  by  desire,  and  in  execution  of  the 
arrit  of  Council  of  the  15th  February,  1788,  by  us,  the 
commissaries  appointed  by  the  said  arrit^  and  acknow- 
ledged conformable  to  the  contract  passed  between  the 
King  and  th6  thirteen  United  Stages  pf  North  Americi^ 
Ibe  25d)  February,  1783. 

At  Paris,  this  15th  March,  1788. 

SAINT  ARMANEX, 
BARON  DE^ALVERTE, 
.      DIDEW)T. 
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Tlie  first  rmabursement  was  to  have  taken  place  id 
1767 ;  k  has  not  yet  beea  mack ;  uotil  tbk  was  done,  it 
was  thought  proper  only  to  carry  into  the  receipt*  the 
interest  of  the  advances  made  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

This  interest  ieimounts  to  1,600,000  litres;  an  account 
will  be  annually  rendered  of  what  shall  have  been  paid, 
as  well  in  capital  as  interest. 


Objects  of  receipts. 

Products. 

Deductions. 

Nett  remains  in 
the  Rojral  Trea- 
sury. 

No.  26 

Debt  of  the  U.S.  7 
of  America      3 

1,600,000 

FROM  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  COUNT  DE  BERNSTORPP. 


Sir, 


Copenhagen,  March  24,  1788. 


From  tlie  act*  of  Congress  I  had  the  honor  to  show 
your  Excellency  the  24th  of  this  month,  as  well  as 
ftbo)  the  conversation  which  followed,  you  must  be  con- 
vineed  that  circumstances  do  not  permit  me  to  remain 
here ;  but  that  I  am  under  a  necessity  either  to  return  to 
France,  or  to  proceed  to  Russia.  As  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris  gave  me  the  perusal  of  the 
packet  he^  wrote  by  me,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
present  to  you  on  my; arrival  here,  it  is  needless  to  go 

■ I  '      i  ■_ ;     ■'  ''  II      t   ■       II         m .  It 

*  An  act  preseniing  him  with  a  gold  noedal. 
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into  any  detail  on  the  object  of  my  imsskm  to  iim  Court, 
wbieb  Mr.  Jefierfioo  has  patticularly  oxplaioed.  Tbe 
promise  jom  have  given  nie  of  a  prouipt  and  expltoit 
decisioa  frooa  this  Court,  on  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
25th  October  last,  inspires  me  with  full  confidence.  I 
have  been  very  particular  in  commtinicatiog  to  the  United 
States  all  the  polite  attentions  with  which  I  have  been 
honored  at  this  Court,  and  they  will  learn  with  great 
pleasure  the  kind  reception  I  had  from  you.  I  felicitate 
myself  on  being  the  instrument  to  settle  the  delicate 
natiohal  bilsiness  in  question,  with  a  Minister  who  con- 
ciliates the  views  of  a  wise  statesman  with  the  noble  sen- 
timents and  cuhivated  mindof  the  true,  philosopher  and 
man  of  letters. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

PAUL  JONES. 

FROM  JOBI^  PAUL  JONES  TO  COUNT  DE  BERNSTORFF. 

Copenkagen,  Match  30, 1788. 

Sir,  , 
ITout*  $il^iice  on  the  subject  of  my  missioB  from  .the 
United  States  to  this  Court  leaves  me  in  tbd  noost 
painful  sua pen^ ;  the  more  sb,  as  I  have  made  yoiilr 
Excellency  acquainted  with  the  prcxnise  I  am  undel' 
to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  St.  Petersburg.  This 
being  the  ninth  year  since,  the  three  prizes  reclaimed  by 
the  United  States  were  seized  upon  in  the.  port  of  Ber* 
gen,  in  Norway,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  Court  has 
long  since  taken  an  ultimate  resolution  respecting  the 
compensation  demanded  by  Congress.  ^ 
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Thoagh  I  am  extretiieiy  seotftble  of  tbe  favorable  re- 
ception witb  which  I  have  beeo  distiflguisbed  at  this 
Court,  and  am  particulai4y  flattered  by  the  polite  atten- 
tion with  which  you  have  honored  me  at  every  confer- 
ence, yet  I  have  remarked,  with  great  concern,  that  yOu 
have  never  led  the  conversation  to  the  object  of  my  mis- 
sion here.  A  man  of  your  liberal  sentiments  will  not, 
therefore,  be  surprised  or  offended  at  my  plain  dealing, 
when  I  repeat,  that  I  Impatiently  expect  a  prompt  and 
categorical  answer,  in  writing,  from  this  Court,  to  tb6  act 
of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  October  last.  Both  my  duly, 
and  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  constrain  me  to 
make  this  demand  in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign,  the 
United  States  ;  but  I  beseech  you  to  believe  that,  though 
I  am  extremely  tenacious  of  the  honor  of  the  American 
flag,  yet,  my  personal  interest  in  the  decision  I  now  ask 
would  never  have  induced  me  to  present  myself  at  this 
Court.  You  are  too  just,  Sir,  to  delay  my  business  here, 
which  would  put  me  under  the  necessity  to  break  the 
promise  I  have  made  to' her  Imperial  Majesty,  conforma- 
ble to  y<int  advice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  $lc. 

PAUL  JONES. 

FROM  JOHN  PAUL  JONCS  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  BERNSTORFF. 

Copenhftgen,  April  6, 1788. 
Sir, 
I  pfay  your  excellency  to  inform  roe  when  Lean  have 
the  honor  to  wtil  on  you,  to  receive  the  letter  you  huru 
bem  kind  enough  to  promise  to  write  to  me^  10  answer  to 
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the  act  of  CoBgresBof  2Sih  October  hsu  As  yoo  have 
told  me  that  my  Want  of  pleoi|)oteatiary  powers  to  ter- 
minate ultimately  the  bosiness  now  on  the  carpet  be- 
tween this  Court  and  the  Unhed  States  has  determined 
you  to  authorize  the  Baron  de  Bldme  to  negotiate  aad 
settle  the  sante  with  Mr.  Jefferson  at  Paris,  and  to  con- 
clude} at  tlie  same  time,  an  adraqtageous  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Denmark  and  the  United  States,  my 
business  here  will,  of  course,  be  at  an  end,  when  I  shall 
hdve  received  your  lett«r,and  paid  you  my  thanks  in  per- 
son for  tbe  very  polite  attentions  with  which  you  have 
honored  me* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

PAUL  JONES. 


[N.  B,  After  the  aboveletter  had  been  delivered  to 
the  Minister,  the  subsequent  answer  was  received  from 
his  Excellency.] 

FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  BERNSTORFF  TO  JOllN  PAUL  JONES, 

Translation. 

Sir, 
You  have  requested  me' to  answer  the  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  deliver,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  his  most 
Christian  Majesty;  I  do  this  with  so  much  the  more 
pleasure,  inasmuch  as  you  have  inspired  me  with  conG- 
dence,  and  an  equal  regard  for  your  interest,  and  as  this 
opportunity  appears  very  fortunate  and  fevorable  to  dri- 
ver the  sentiments  of  the  King,  my  mitster,  conceraiog 
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certaro  points  which  wje  consid^  ^  very  iinportamt.  No- 
tbiDg  can  be  more  distant  from  the  plan  and  wishes  of  bis 
Majesty  than  the  intentions  of  abandoning  a  negotiaiioni, 
which  has  only  been  suspended  by  a  train  of  circumstances 
naturally  brouglit  on  through  the  necessity  of  allqwing 
a  new  situation  to  he  matured  of  obtaining  information 
concerning  reciprocal  interests,  and  of  avoiding  the 
inconveniences  of  a  precipitate  and  impeTf<^ct  arrange- 
ment. I  am  authorized  Sir,  to  give  you,  and  through  you 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  King's  word,  that  hi3  Majesty  will 
renew  the  negotiation  for  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com^ 
merce,  and  that  in  the  forms  already  agreed  on,. as  soon 
as  the  new  constitution  (that  admirable  plan  so  becom- 
ing the  wisdom  of  the  most  enlightened  men)  shall  be 
adopted  by  a  State  which  requires  ^nothing  but  that  to 
secure  it  perfect  respect. 

If  it  has  not  been  possible,  Sir,  to  discqss  with  you  de- 
finitively neither  the  principal  nor  secondary  objects,  the 
idea  of  eluding  the  question  or  delaying  the  decision  was 
the  last  reason.  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  inform- 
ing you,  in  our  conversation,  that  a  want  of  full  powers 
from  Congress  themselves  occasions  a  natural  and  invinci- 
ble objection.  It  would,  moreover,  be  improper,  and  con- 
trary to  all  received  usages,  to  change  the  place  of  a  ne- 
gotiation, which,  without  being  broken,  has  only  been  sus- 
pended, and  to  transfer  it  from  Paris  to  Copenhagen. 

I  have  but  one  request  to  make  of  you,  Sir,  which  is, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  become  the  interpreter  of  our 
sentiments  respecting  the  United  States  of  America.  It 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  me  to  hope  that  which  I  have 
said  to  you  on  thb^  subject  has  carded  with  it  that  con- 
viction, which  the  truth  of  what  I  bAve  advanced  merits. 
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Wo-  ardenUy  desire  to  form  with  them  a  solid  and  use- 
ful connexion  ;  we  wish  to  establish  it  on  a  natural  and  a  cer- 
tain basis.  The  momentary  clouds,  the  uncertamty,  which 
the  misfortune  of  the  times  brought  with  them,  no  longer 
exist.  They  are  no  more  to  be  recollected,  but  as  they 
may  serve  to  show  more  sensibly  the  blessings  of  a  more 
liap|1y  epoch,  and  to  testify  the  eagerness  of  evincing  the 
most  proper  dispositions  to  reunite  and  procure  recipro- 
cally those  advantages,  which  a  sincere  alliance  may  af- 
ford, and  of  which  the  two  countries  are  susceptible. 
These  are  the  dispositions  which  I  can  promise  you,  Sir, 
on  our  part ;  we  flatter  ourselves  to  find  them  the  same 
m  America,  when  nothing  shall  retard  the  conclusion  of 
ah  arrangement  which  I  wish  to  consider  as  already  far 
advanced. 

Allow  me  to  repeat  again  the  assurances  of  the  perfect 
and  distinguished  respect  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

BERNSTORFF. 


FROM    THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  May  23,  1788. 
Siri 
When  I  wrote  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  had  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  a  pacfcet  would  have  sailed  oo  the 
10th,  according  to  the  established  order.  The  passen- 
gers had  all,  except  6ne,  gone  down  to  Havre,  in  tliis 
expectation.  None,  however,  has  satined,  and  perhaps 
none  w31  sail,  as  I  think  the  suppression  of  the  packets 
IB  one  of  the  f^conomi^  in  cobiemplatioa.     An  Ammo 
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can  merchanti  concerned  in  tbe  commerce  of  whale  oil, 
proposes  to  Government  to  despatch  bis  ships  from  Havre 
and  Boston,  at  stated  periods,  and  to  take  on  board  the 
French  courier  and  mail ;  and  the  proposition  has  been 
well  enough  received.  I  avail  myself  of  a  merchant 
vessel  going^rora  Havre,  to  write  the  present. 

In  my  letter  of  the  4rh,  I  stated  to  you  the  symp- 
toms which  indicated  that  Government  had  some  greal 
stroke  of  authority  in  ^ontemf)latioo.  That  night  they 
sent  guards  to  seize  M.  d'Cpremesniland  M.  Goistard, 
two  members  of  Parliament,  in  their  houses.  They 
escaped^  and  took  ^refuge  in  the  palais,  (or  Parliament- 
house;)  the  Parliament  assembled  itself  extraordinarily^ 
summoned  the  Dukes  and  Peers  specially,  and  came  to 
the  resolution  of  the  5ih,  which  they  sent  to  Versailles 
by  deputies,  determined  not  to  leave  the  palace  until 
they  received  an  answer.  In  the  course  of  that  JiigiU, 
a  battalion  of  guards  surrounded  the  house ;  the  ttvo 
members  were  taken  by  the  o6^er  from  anK>ng  their 
fellpws,  and  sent  off  to  prison-^tbe  one  to,  Lyons,  the 
other,  (d'Epremesnil^)  the  most  obnoxious,  to  an  island 
in  the  Mediterranean.  The  Parliament  theq  separated. 
On  the  8th,  a  bed  of  justice  was,  held  at  Versailles, 
wherein  w^re  enregistered  the  six  ordinances  which  had 
been  passed  in  Council  on  tlie  Ist  pf  May,  and  which  I 
now  send  you.  They  were,  in  like  manner,  registered 
in  beds  of,  justice,  on  tbe  sanae  day,,  nearly  in  all  the 
Parliaments  of  tbe  kingdom.  By  these  ordinances,  Isi. 
The  criminal  law  is  reformed,  by  abolishing  exaoiina^ioD. 
op  the  stUettey  which,  like  our  boiding  up  the  band  at; 
tb^  bar^  remained  a  stigma  on  the  party,  though  ipoo^ 
cent ;  by  substituting  an  oatb,  iostpad  of  tor^mi  09  tl^f 
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question  prealabhy  vfhhh  is  used  after  condemnation, 
to  make  the  prisoner  discover  his  accomplices  ;  (the  tor- 
ture abolished  in  1780,  was  on  the  question  prepara* 
toire,  previous  to  judgment,  in  order  to  make  the  prison- 
er accuse  himself;)  by  allowing  counsel  to  the  prisoner 
for  his  defence  ;  obliging  the  judges  to  specify,  in  their 
judgments,  the  offence  for  which  they  are  condemned ; 
and  respiting  execution  a  month,  except  in  the  case  of 
sedition.  This  reformation  is  unquestionably  good,  and 
within  the  ordinary  legislative  powers  of  the  Crown. 
That  it  should  remain  to  be  made  at  this  day,  proves 
that  the  Monarch  is  the  last  person  ih  his  kmgdom  who 
yields  to  the  progress  of  philanthropy  and  civilization. 
2d.  The  organization  of  the  whole  judiciary  department 
is  changed,  by  the  institution  of  subordinate  jurisdic- 
tion, the  taking  from  the  Parliaments  the  cognizance 
of  all  causes  of  less  value  than  twenty  thousand  livres, 
reducing  the  numbers  to  about  a  fourth,  and  suppress- 
ing a  number  of  special  courts.  Even  this  would  be  a 
great  improvement,  if  it  did  not  imply  that  the  King 
is  the  only  person  in  the  natioifi  who  has  any  rights 
or  any  power.  3d.  The  right  of  registering  the  laws 
is  taken  from  the  Parliament,  and  transferred  to  a  ple- 
nary court,  created  by  the  King.  This  last  is  the 
measure  most  obnoxious  to  all  persons.  Though  the 
members  are  to  be  for  life,  yet  the  great  proportion  of 
them  are  from  descriptions  6f  men  always  candidates  for 
the  royal  favor  in  other  lines.  As  yet,  the  general  con- 
stem)ition  is  not  yet  sufficiently  passed  over,  to  say 
whether  the  matter  will  end  here.  I  send  you  some  pa- 
pers, which  indicate  symptoms  of  resistance.  These  are 
the  resolution  of  the  Nohhsst  of  Brittany,  the  dechura- 
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lion  of  the  Advocate  General  of  Provence,  which  is  said 
to  express  the  spirit  of  that  province,  and  the  arrH  of 
the  chateltiy  which  is  the  Inistings  court  of  the  city 
of  Paris.  Their  refusal  to  act  under  the  now  character 
assigned  them,  and  the  suspension  of  their  principal  func- 
tions, are  very  embarrassing.  The  clamors  this  will  excite, 
and  the  disorders  it  may  admit,  will  be  loud  and  near  to 
the  royal  ear  and  person.  The  parliamentary  fragments 
permitted  to  remain,  have  already,  some  of  them,  refused, 
and  probably  all  will  refuse,  to  act  under  that  form.  The 
Assembly  of  the  Clergy,  which  happens  to  be  silting, 
have  addressed  the  King  to  call  the  States  General  im- 
mediately.  Of  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  (thirty-eight  in 
number.^  nearly  half  are  either  minors  or  superannuated  ; 
two-thirds  of  the  acting  half  seem  disposed  to  avoid 
taking  a  part ;  the  rest,  about  eight  or  nine,  have  re- 
fused, by  letters  to  the  King,  to  act  in  the  new  courts. 
A  proposition,  executed  among  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  to 
assemble  and  address  the  KFng  for  a  modification  of  the 
plenary  court,  seems  to  show  that  the  Government  would 
be  willing  to  compromise  on  that  head.  It  has  been  pre- 
vented by  the  Dukes  and  Peers  in  opposition,  because 
they  suppose  that  no  modification  to  be  made  by  the  Gov« 
emment  will  give  to  that  body  the  form  they  desire, 
which  b  that  of  a  representatbn  of  the  nation.  They 
will  aim,  therefore,  at  an  immediate  call  of  the  Slates 
General.  They  foresee  that  if  the  Govenmient  is  forced 
to  this,  they  will  caH  them,  as  nearly  ds  they  can,  in  the 
ancient  forms;  in  which  case,  less  good  will  be  expected 
from  them.  But  they  hope,  they  may  be  got  to  concur 
in  a  declaration  of  rigfate,  at  least ;  so  that  the  nation  may 
be  acknowledged  to  have  soise  fendamental  rights  not 


400  TH«»4AS  JEEFERSON-JOHN  JAY. 

alterable  by  their  ordinary  legisiatore,  and  that  this  msy 
form  a  groundwork  for  fiiture  imppovemeats.  These 
seem  to  be  the  views  of  the  mo&t  enligbteDed  and  disin- 
terested characters  of  tl^  opposition*  But  they  may  be 
frusti-ated  by  the  nation's  making  do  say  at  all^  or  by  a 
hasty  and  premature  appeal  to  arms.  There  is  neither 
head  nor  body  in  the  nation  to  promise^  a  successful  op- 
position to  two  hundred  thousand-  regular  troops;  Some 
think  the  army  could  not  be  depended  on  by  the  Govern- 
luent;  but  the  breaking  men  to  military  discipline,  is 
breaking  their  spirits  to  principles  of  passive  obedience. 
A  firtn  but  quiet  opppsition  will  be  most  likely  to  suc- 
ceed. Whatever  turn  this  crisis  takes,  a  revolutbn  in 
their  constitution  seems  inevitable,  unless  foreign  war 
supervene  to  suspend  the  present  contest ;  and  a  foreign 
war  they  will  avoid  if  possible,  from  an  inability  to  get 
money*  The  loan  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millkms 
of  the  present  year  is  filled  up  by  such  subscriptions  as 
may  be  relied  on.  But  that  of  eighty  millions,  proposed 
for  the  next  year,  cannot  be  filled  up  io  the  actual  situa- 
tion of  things. 

The  Austrianshave  been. successful  in  an  attack  upon 
SehabatZi  intended  as  a  preliminary  to  that  of  Belgrade, 
la  that  on  Dubitsa,  another  town  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Belgrade,  they  have  been  repulsed,. and^  as  b  suspected, 
witli  considerable  loss.  It  is  still  supposed  the  Russian 
fleet  vxill  go  iota  the  Mediterranean,  though  it  will  be 
much  retarded  by  the  refusal  of  the  English  Oovermneot 
to  permit  its  sailors  to  engage  in  the  v(^age..  ^wodett 
and  Denmark  are  arming  frocri  eight  to4welve  ships  of 
the  line,  each.  The  English  and  Dutch  treaqr  you  will 
&Ki  in  tbe  Leyd^i  Gaketm  of  May  9tfa  and  IStfa  ;  that 
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between  Eiiglind  and  Prussia  is  supposed  to  be  stations* 
ry.  Monsieuir  de  St.  Priest,  the  Ambs^ador  from  this 
Court  to  the  Hague,  is  either  gone,  or  on  the  point  of 
going.  The  Emperor  of  Mor6cco  has  declared  war 
against  England.  I  enclose  you  his  orders  in  our  favor 
on  that  occasion.  England  sends  a  squadron  to  the 
Mediterranean  for*  the  protection  of  her  commeroe,  and 
she  is  reinforcing  her  possessions  in  the  two  Indies. 
France  is  expecting  the  arriyal  of  an  embassy  from 
Tippoo  Saib,  is  sending  some  regiments  to  the  East  Indies, 
and  a  fleet  of  evolution  into  the  Atlai^tic.  Seven  ships 
of  the  line,  and  several  fngates,  sailed  from  Cadiz  on  the 
22d  Aprils  destined  to  perform  evolutions  off  the  West- 
ern Islands,  as  the  Spfflaiards  say,  but  really  to  their 
American  possessions,  as  is  suspected.  Thus  the  several 
powers  are  by  little  and  little  taking  the  position  of  war, 
without  any  immediate  intention  of  waging  it.  But  that 
the  present  ill-fadmor  will  finally  end  in'  war,  is  doubted 
by  nobody. 

In  my  letter  of  February  5tb,  I  had  the  honor  of  in- 
forming you  of  the  discontent  produced  by  our  arrit  r< 
December  29th,  among  the  merchants  of  this  couo«'y> 
and  the  deputations  from  the  chambers  of  comme^^  ^o 
thfe  Minfeter  on  tliat  subject.  The  articles  attai^d  were 
the  privileges  on  the  sale  of  our  ships,  and  ^^^  entrepikt 
for  codfish.  The  Hwrmer  I  knew  to  b^  valuaUe^  the 
latter  1  supposed  not  so ;  because,  d-'^og  thewhde  of 
the  time  We  have/had  four  free  pof^  >»  ^^  kingdom,  we 
have  ^ever  used:  them  for  the :«*^"gg"og  oi  fish.  I  con- 
chided,  therefore^  the  pd^ts  ^  im^^' would  not  be  used 
f&c  tbat  purpose*  I  **^  the  Minister  would  sacrifice 
somethbg  to  quiet  t^ce  roerchams,  und  was  glad  to  save 
Vol.  iii.'-'^ 
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the  valuable  ntHcle  rebtive  to  oUr  slu{^,  by  a'feaiicbDmg 
the  useless  one  for  oilr  codfish.  It  was  settled,  therefore, 
in  our  conferences,  that  an  «;rr^^  should  be  passed)  abridg- 
ing the  former  onte  only  as'  to  the  tnirepdi  of  codfish.  I 
was  in  Holland  when  the  arrSt  citnie  6ut,  and  did  not  get 
a  copy  <i£  it  till  yesterday.  Surprised  to  find  that^fidb  mi 
was  thereby  excluded  from  the  entrepdif  I  have  been  to- 
day to  make  some  inquiry  into  the  cause,  and,  from  what 
I  can  learn,  conclude  it  must  have  been  a  mere  error  in 
the  clerk  Who  framed  the  it)irr^,  and  it  escap^  attention 
on  Its  passage.  The  enirepdt  of  whale  oil  was  not  ob- 
jected to  by  a  single  deputy  at  the  conferienccs,  and  the 
excluding  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  en<bourag^ictnt 
the  Ministers  have  shown  a  disposhion  to  give.  I  trust, 
therefore,  I  may  get  it  altered  on  .the  first  occssion 
which  occurs,  and  I  believe  cose  will  soon  occur.  In  the 
mean  tbne,  we  do  iK>t  store  a  ain^e  drop  for  re-exporta- 
tioia,  as  all  which  comes  here  is  needed  for  the  consump- 
tion of  this  country  ;  which  will  alone,  according  to  ap* 
pearances,  become  so  considerable  as  to  require  all  we 
^n  produce. 

a  letter  of  the  8th  instant  firom  ouribankersjlletm 
that  tw  had  disposed  of  bonds  eiwugh  to  pay  our  Jdiie 
kterest/w]  to  replace  the  tempphiry  advances  nrade  by 
Mv  6rand,\d  frtan  a  fond  placed  be»e  by  the  State  of 
Virginia.  I  nye  desired  fhem  accordingly  to  replace 
tt>ese  moneys,  wfe^j  had  been  lent  for  the  mcpent  only, 
and  in  confidence  ©f^^-^ediate  repayment.  They  addy 
that  the  payment  of  tbeX^e  interest,  and  thenewsfrom 
America,  will,  as  they  tru8t,\abk^  them  to  pbce  the  re- 
B9aimngbQn€bt)f  thekstylear'^iHion.  I  suppose,  in- 
deed, that  th«r«  is  no*dodbt  of  itJ^ndibatiMHie  would 


DIPLOMATIC  CORR£;SPON0e;NC&  ^ 

have  been  expressed  if  those  two  houses  could  draw  bet- 
ter together  than  they  do.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the 
Treasury  Board  will  sen^  «a  order  for  as  much  as  may  be 
neoessary  for  executing  the  purpose  of  Congress  as  to  our 
captives  at  Algiers. 

.  I  send  you  betewith  a  meiDorial  of  Monsiftur  Caseaux, 
irbose  pame  is  faoiiliar  on  the  journals  of  Congress.  He 
prepared  it  .to  be  delivered  ta  ih^  King^butl  b«lteve  he 
will  think  bettsr,  and  not  deliver  it. 
The  Gasett98  of  Ffanee  and  Leydea  aeeompaay  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  May  27th,  1788.  I  have  kept  my  letter  open 
to  the  moment  of  Mr.  Warville^s  departure,  (he  being 
the  bearer  of  it,)  that  I  might  add  any  new  incidents  that 
should  occur.  The  refusal  of  the  chatelet  and  grande 
chambre  of  Paris  to  act  in  the  new  character  assigned 
them,  continues.  Many  of  the  grandes  bailliages.  accept, 
some  conditionally,  some  fully.  This  will  facilitate 
greatly  the  measures  of  Gk>verament,  and  may  possibly 
give  them  a  favorable  issue.  The  Parliament  of  Tou- 
louse, considering  the  edicts  as  nullities,  went  on  with 
their  business.  They  have  been  exiled  in  consequence. 
Monsieur  de  St.  Priest  left  Paris  for  the  Hague  on  the 
23d.  I  mention  this  fact,  because  it  denotes  the  acqui-r 
escence  of  this  Government  in  the  late  revolution  there. 
A  second  division  of  the  Spanish  fleet  will  put  to  sea 
soon ;  its  destination  not  declared.  Sweden  is  armirtg;  to 
a  greater  extent  than  was  at  first  supposed.  Froni  twelve 
■to  sixteen  sail  of  the  line  are  spoken  of  on  good  grounds. 
t)epmAi:k,.for  her  own  security,  must  arm  to  proportion 
iotjm-  T.J. 
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FBOM  THOMAS  JJBFFBBSON   TO  JOHN  JAY. 

(Private.) 

Ptris^  May  ST,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  cbaDg^v  which  is  likely  to  take  place  in  the  fdrm 
of  our  govenmiQDt,  seems  to  render  it  proper  tbat^  durisg 
the  existence  of  the  present  Govemmeot,  an  article 
should  be  mentioned,  which  concerns  me  personally. 
Uncertain,  however,  how  far  Congress  may  have  decided 
to  do  business  when  so  near  the  close  of  tb^r  adminis- 
tration ;  less  capable  than  those  on  the  spot  of  foreseeing 
the  character  of  the  new  Government;  and  not  fully 
confiding  in  my  own  judgment  where  it  is  so  liable  to 
be  seduced  by  feeling,  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your 
friendly  counsel,  and  that  of  my  friend  Mr.  Madison, 
and  of  referring  the  matter  to  your  judgments  and  dis- 
cretion. 

Mr.  Barclay,  when  in  Eurojpe,  was  authorized  to  set- 
tle all  the  European  accounts  of  ^he  United  States..  He 
settled  those  of  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  it 
was  intended  between  us  that  he  should  settle  mine. 
But  as  what  may  be  done  at  any  time  is  often  put  off  to 
the  last,  this  settlement  had  been  made  to  give  way  to 
others ;  and  that  of  Beaumarchais  being  pressed  on  Mr. 
Barclay  before  his  departure  for  Morocco,  and  having 
long  retarded  his  departure,  it  was  agreed  that  my  a£&ir 
^ould  await  his  return  from  that  mission.  You  know  the 
circuvnstances  which  prevented  his  return  to  Paris  after 
that  mission  was  finished.  My  account  is,  Uierefore,  un- 
settled ;  bi^  I  have  no  anxiety  on  any  article  of  it  ex# 
cept  one— that  is  the  outfit.  This  consists  of,  1.  Clothes. 
2.  Carriage  and  horses.   3.  Household  furniture^    When 
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Ccffigress  made  their  first  appoiatments  of  Miiusters  to 
be  resident  in  Europei  I  have  understood  (for  I  was  not 
then  in  Congress)  that  they  allowed  thorn  all  their  ex- 
pensesy  and  a  fixed  sum  over  and  above  for  their  time. 
Among  their  expenses  was  necessarily  understood  their 
Outfit.  Afterwards  they  thought  proper  to.  give  them 
fixed  salaries  of  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven 
dollars  and  ojne-ninth  a  year.  And  again,  by  a  rei^olution 
of  May  6th  and  Sth,  1784,  the  salaries  of  their  Minis- 
ters at  foreign  Courts  were  reduced  to  nine  .  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  take  place  on  the  1st  of  August  en- 
suing. On  the  7th  of  May  I  was  appointed,  in  addition 
to  Mr.  Adams  and  Doctor  Franklin,  for  the  negotiation 
of  treaties  of  commerce;  but  the  appointment .  being 
temporary,  for  two  years  only,  and  not  as  of  a  resident 
Minister,  the  article  of  outfit  did  not  come  into  question., 
I  asked  an  advance  of  six  months'  salary,  that  I  might  be 
in  cash  to  meet  the  first  expenses ;  which  was  ordered. 
The  year  followfng  I  was  appointed  to  succeed  Doctor 
Franklin  at  this  Court.  This  was  the  first  appointment 
of  a  Minister  resident  since  the  ordinal  ones,  under  which 
all  expenses  were  to  be  paid.  So  much  o(  the  ancient 
regulation  as  respected  annual  expenses,  l\ad  been  alter- 
ed to  a  sum  certain  ;  so  much  of  it  as  respected  Jirst  ex- 
penses or  outfit,  remained  unaltered  ;  and  I  might,  there- 
fore, expect  that  the  actual  expenses  for  outfit  were  to  he 
paid.  When  I  prepared  my  account  for  settlement  with 
Mr.  Barclay,!  began  a  detail  of  the  articles  of  clothes,  car- 
riage, horses,  and  household  furniture.  I  found  that 
they  were  numerous,  minute,  and  incapable,  from  their 
nature,  of  being  vouched ;  and  often  entered  into  my 
memorandum  book,  under  a  general  head  only ;  so  that 
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I  could  not  specify  them.  I  found  they  would  etceed  a 
yearns  salary;  Supposing,  therefore,  that  mine  being 
the  fim  case,  Congress  would  make  a  precedent  of  it, 
and  prefer  a  sum  fixed  fbr  the  outfit  as  welt  as  the  sala- 
ry, I  have  charged  it  in  my  account  at  a  yearns  salary, 
presuming  there  can*  be  no  question  that  an  outfit  is  a 
reasonable  charge.  It  is  the  usage  here,  (and  I  suppose 
at  all  Courts,)  that  a  Minister  resident  shall  establish 
his  house  in  the  first  instant.  If  this  is  to  be  done  out 
of  his  salary,  he  will  be  a  twelvendonth,  at  least,  without 
a  copper  to  hve  on.  It  is.  the  universal  practice,  there- 
fore, of  all  nations,  to  allow  the  outfit  as  a  separate  arti- 
cle from  the  salary.  I  have  iiiqiliired  here  into  the 
iisual  amount  of  it;  I  find  that,  sometimes,  the  Sove- 
reign pays  the  actual  cost :  this  is  particularly  the  case  of 
the  Sardinian  Ambassador,  now  coming  here,  who  is  to 
provide  a  service  of  plate,  and  every  article  of  furni- 
ture, and  other  matters  of  first  expense,  to  be  ptiid  for 
by  his  Court.  In  other  instances  they  give  a  service 
of  plate,  and  a  fixed  sum  for  all  other  articles ;  which 
fixed  sum  is  in  no  case  lower  than  a  year's  salary. 

I  desire  no  service  of  plate,  having  no  ambition  for 
splendor.  My  furniture,  carriage,  and  apparel,  are  all 
plain,  yet  they  have  cost  me  more  than  a  yearns  sahn-y. 
I  suppose  that  in  every  country,  and  in  every  condition 
of  life,  a  year's  expense  would  be  found  a  moderate 
measure  for  the  furniture  of  a  man's  bouse.  It  is  not 
more  certain  to  me  that  the  sun  will  rise  to-morrow, 
than  that  bur  Government  must  allow  the  omfit,  on  their 
future  appointment  of  foi^eign  Ministers;  and  it  would 
be  hard  on  me  to  stand  between  the  discontinuance  of  a 
former  rule,  and  institution  of  a  firture  on6,  as  to  have 
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tbe  benefit  of  neither.  I  know  I  have  so  long  known 
the  eharacter  of  our  federal  head,  in  its  present  form, 
that  I  have  tbe  niost  unlimited  confidence  in  the  justice 
of  its  decisions.  I  think  I  am  so  far  known  to  many  of 
the  present  Ckmgress,  as  that  1  may  be  cleared  of  all 
views  of  making  money  oat  of  any  public  employment, 
or  of  desiring  any  thing  beyond  actual  and  decent  ex- 
penses, proportioned  to  the  station  in  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  place  mie,  and  to  the  respect  they  would 
wish  to  see  attached  to  it.  It  would  seem  right  that 
they  should  decide  the  clauos  of  those  who  have  acted 
under  their  ddmiiiistration,  and  their  pretermission  of 
any  article  might  amount  to  a  disallowance  of  it,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  new  Gavernment.  It  would  be  painful  to 
me  to  meet  that  Government  with  a  claim  under  th'is 
kind  of  cloud,  and  to  pass  it  in  review  before  their  seve- 
ral bouses  Qf  legislation^  and  boards  of  administratiba, 
to  whom  I  shall  be  unknown  ;  and  being  for  money  ac- 
tually expended,  it  would  be  too  inconvenient  to  me  to 
relinquish  it  in  silence.  I  anxiously  ask  it,  therefore,  to 
be  decided  on  by  Congress,  before  they  go  out  of  office, 
if  It  be  not  out  of  the  line  of  proceeding  they  may  have 
chalked  out  for  themselves.  If  it  be  against  their  incli- 
nation  to  determine  it^  would  it  be  agreeable  to  them  to 
refer  it  to  the  new  Gfovernment,  by  some  resolution, 
which  should  show  they  have  not  meant  to  disallow  it 
by  passing  it  over?  Not  knowing  the  circumstances 
under  which  Congress  may  exist  and  act  at  the  moment 
you  shall  receive  this,  I  am  unable  to  judge  what  should 
be  done  on  this  subject.  It  is,  therefore,  that  I  ask  the 
aid  of  your  friendship,  and  that  of  Mr.  Madison,  that 
you  will  do  for  me,  in  this  regard,  what  you  think  it  is 
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]%fat  sbould  be  done,  and  what  it  would  be  rigjbt  for  me 
to  do,  were  I  on  tbe  spot,  or  were  I  apprized  of  all  ex- 
istini;  circuiDsitanoes.  Indeed,  were  you  two  to  think  mj 
claim  an  improper  one,  I  would  wish  it  to  be  suppressed, 
as  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  your  judgment  tbat  1 
should  suspect  my  own  in  any  case  where  it  varied  from 
yours,  and  more  especially  in  one  wher^  it  is  liable  to  be 
warped  by  feeling.  Give  me  leave,  then,  to  ask  your 
consultation  with  Mr.  Madison  on  this  subject,  and  to 
assure  yt)M  that  whatever  you  are  so  good  as  to  do 
herein  will  be  perfectly  approved,  and  considered  as  a 
great  obligation  conferred  on  him  who  has  the  honor  to 
be,  &c,, 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOBIAS    JEFFERSON   TO   WILLIAM    CARMICHAtL. 

Paris,  May  27,  1788.  . 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  favors  of  April  the  14th  and  29th,  and  May  the 
8lh,  have  lately  come  to  hand.  That  of  January  the 
29th,  by  M.  de  Molinedo,  had  been  left  here  during  my 
absence  on  a  journey  to  Amsterdam.  That  gentleman 
had  gone,  as  I  presume,  before  my  return,  from  my  being 
unable  to  learn  any  thing  of  him. 

#        *        #        *'#        *        #        *        * 

With  respect  to  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  J  am  assured  by 
Bourgoin,  (who  would  not  choose  to  be  named,  however,) 
that  a  survey  was  made,  that  a  canal  appeared  very  prac- 
ticable, and  that  the  idea  was  suppressed  for  political  rea- 
sons altogether.     He  has  seen  and  minutely  examined 
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tbereport.  This  report  is  to  me  a  vast  desideratum^  for 
reasons  political  and  pbilosopbical.  I  cannot  help  sus- 
pecting the  Spanish  squadron  to  be  gone  to  South  Ame- 
rica, and  that  some  disturbances  have  been  excited  there 
by  the  British.  The  Court  of  Madrid  may  suppose  we 
wou)d  not  see  this  with  an  unwilling  eye.  This  may  be 
true  as  to  the  uninformed  part  of  our  people ;  but  those 
who  look  into  futurity  farther  than  the  present  moment  or 
age,  and  who  combine  well  what  is  with  what  is  to  be, 
must  see  that  our  interests  >vell  understood,  and  our 
wishes,  are  that  Spain  shall  (not  forever,  but  very  long) 
retain  her  possessions  in  that  quarter ;  and  that  her  views 
and  ours  must,  in  a  good  degree,  and  for  a  long  time,  con- 
cur. It  is  said  in  our  gazettes,  that  the  Spaniards  have 
sunk  one  of  our  boats  on  the  Mississippi,  and  that  our 
people  retaliated  on  one  of  theirs.  But  my  letters,  not 
mentioning  the  fact,  have  made  me  hope  it  is  not  true  ;  in 
which  hope  your  letter  confirms  me.  There  are  now 
one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  in  Kentucky.  They 
have  accepted  the  offer  of  independence,  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  Virginia,  and  they  have  decided  that  their 
independent  Government  shall  begin  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  year.  In  the  mean  time,  they  claim  admittance 
into  Congress.  Georgia  has  ceded  her  western  territory 
to  the  United  States,  to  take  place  with  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  Federal  Government.  I  do  not  knpw 
the  boundaries.  There  has  been  some  dispute  of  eti- 
quette with  the  new  French  Minister,  which  has  disgusted 
him. 

The  following  is  a  state  of  the  progress  and  prospects 
of  the  new  plan  of  government. 
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The  conduct  of  Massachusetts  has  been  noble,  ^e 
accepted  the  constitution,  but  voted  that  it  should  stand 
as  a  perpetual  instruction  to  h^r  delegates,  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  such  and  such  reformations;  and  Ihe  minority j 
though  very  strong  both  in  numbers  and  abilities,  de- 
clared mritim  and  seriatim,  that,  acknowledging  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  majority  must  give  the  law,  they  would 
now  support  the  new  consiJtution  with  their  tongues,  and 
with  their  blood,  if  necessary.  I  Was  much  pleased  with 
many  and  essential  parts  df  this  Instrument  from  the  be- 
ginning*  But  I  thought  I  saw  in  it  many  faults^  great 
and  draall.  What  1  have  read  and  refliected,  has  brought 
me  over  from  several  of  ray  objections  of  the  first  mo- 
ment, and  to  acquiesce  under  some  others.  Two  only 
remain  of  essential  consideration,  to  wit:  the  want  of  a 
bill  of  rights,  and  the  expunging  the  principle  of  necessa-^ 
ry  rotation  in  the  offices  of  President  and  Senator.  At 
first,  I  wished  that  when  nine  States  should  have  accept- 
ed the  constitution,  so  as  to  insure  us  what  is  good  in  it, 
the  other  four  might  hold  off  till  the  want  of  the  bill  of 
rights  at  least  might  be  supplied.  But  I  am  now  con- 
vinced that  the  plan  of  Massachusetts  is  the  best ;  that  is, 
to  accept,  and  to  amend  afterwards.  If  the  States  which 
were  to  decide  after  her  should  att  do  the  same,  it  is  im- 
possible but  that  they  must  obtain  the  essential  amend- 
ments. It  will  be  more  difficult,  if  we  lose  this  instru- 
ment, to  recover  what  is  good  in  it,  than  to  correct 
what  is  bad  after  we  shall  have  adopted  it.  It  has, 
therefore,  my  hearty  prayers,  and  I  wait  with  anxiety 
for  news  of  the  votes  of  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  and 
Virginia.  Ttiere  is  no  doubt  that  General  Washington 
will  accept  the  Presidentship,  though  be  is  silent  on  the 
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subject.  He  would  not  be  chosen  to  the  Virginia  con- 
vention. A  riot  has  taken  place  in  New  Yotk>  which  1 
will  state  to  you  from  an  eye-witness.  It  has  long  bfeeu 
a  practice  with  the  surgeons  of  that  city  to  steal  from  the 
grave  bodies  recently  buried.  A  (Citizen  had  lost  his 
wife;  he  went  the  first  or  second  evening  after  her  burial, 
to  pay  a  visit  to  her  grave.  He  found  that  it  had  been 
disturbed,  and  suspected  from  what  quarter.  He  found 
means  to  be  admitted  to  the  anatomical  lecture  of  that 
day,  and,  on  his  entering  the  room,  saw  the  body  of  his 
wife,  naked  and  under  dissection.  He  raised  the  people 
immediately.  The  body^  in  tbe  nuean  tio^,  was  secreted. 
Hiby  entei^d  into  and  searched  tbe  houseis  of  tbe  physi-' 
ekns  wboih  they  most  suspected,  but  found  notbing. 

One  of  tfaem>  hoWever,  more  gtiSty  or  more  timid  tban 
die  rest,  too&  asylum  in  the  pdsoo. 

The  mob  considered  tins  an  aektiowledgilieat  of  guilt. 
T^ej  at^UDked  the  prison.  The  Governor  ordered 
militia  to  protect  the  culprit  and  suppress  the  mob^ 
The  militia,,  thinking  tbe  mob  had  just  prpvocati<Hi,  re-* 
fused  to  turn  out.  Hereupon  the  people  of  more  reflec- 
tion, thinking  it  more  dalngerous  that  even  a  guilty  person 
should  be  punisfaed  without  the  form  of  law,  than  that  he 
shoald  escape,  armed  themselves,  and  went  to.  protect 
the  physician.  They  were  received  by  the  mob  with  a 
volley  of  stones,  which  wounded  several  of  them.  They 
hereupon  fired  on  the  mob,  and  killed  ibur.  By  this 
tinxe  they  feceived  a  reioforeement  of  other  citizens  of 
the  niilitta  horse,  the  appearance  of  which,  in  the  critical 
moment,  dispersed  the  mob.  So  ended  this  chapter  of 
history,  which  I  have  detailed  to  you,  because  it  may  be 
represented  as  a  pofitical  riot,  when  politics  had  nothing 
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to  do  with  it,  Mr.  Jay  and  Baron  Steuben  were  both 
grievously  wounded  in  the  head  by  stones.  The  former 
still  kept  his  bed,  and  the  latter  his  room,  when  the  packet 
saHed,  which  was  the  24lh  of  April.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  Maj  30, 1788. 
Sir, 
A  further  delay  of  Mr.  Wanrille '  enables  me  to 
aoknowledge  the  receipt .  of  your  letter  of  April  24tb, 
by  Mr.  Paradise.  Nothing  new  has  oocurred  since  the 
date  of  my  other  letters  which  go  by  this  conveyance, 
except  that  about  one^tbird  of  the  baiUu^es  have 
accepted  their  appointo^ents.  If  the  others  pretty  ge- 
nerally should  do  the  same^  and  the  ckatelet  be 
brought  over,  it  will  place  Government  pretty  much  at 
their  ease  to  pursue  their  other  views  of  change.  The 
only  symptoms  of  violence  wbkh  have  appeared,  have 
been  in  Brittany,  Provence,  and  Languedoc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROBI  JOHN   JAT   TO   THOVAS    JEFFERSON. 

OAoe  for  Foreign  AflS&irs,        ? 
September  23,  1788.  S 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  dated  the  9tb  of  June ;  since  which 

I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  4tb,  33d,  and  30th 
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May  last^  which,  with  the  papers  that  accompanied  them, 
were  communicated  to  Congress. 

Two  copies  of  the  ratification  of  Mr.  Adams's  last  con- 
tract have  been  transmitted  to  you,  undercover  to  Messrs. 
Willinks  and  Van  Staphorsts,  by  vessels  bound  to  Am- 
sterdam. A  triplicate  will  be  enclosed  with  this,  to- 
gether with  the  following  papers,  viz^  The  requisition 
of  Congress  for  the  present  year,  passed  the  25th  of  last 
month;  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  13th  instant,  enabling  you 
to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  the  American  captives  at 
Algiers,  and  approving  of  your  supplementary  instruction 
to  Mr.  Lamb  on  that  head  ;  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  same 
date,  for  putting  the  constitution  into  operation ;  and  also 
the  printed  journals  necessary  to  complete  your  set,  and 
a  parcel  of  the  latest  newspapers. 

These  despatches  will  go  from  Boston,  in  a  vessel 
bound  from  thence  to  France.  How  far  this  conveyance 
may  be  a  safe  one,  I  am  not  well  informed.  I  neverthe- 
less think  it  best  to  postpone  details  for  the  present,  as 
well  as  the  private  letter  which  you  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  me,  on  the  subject  you  also  hinted  to  Mr. 
Madison,  with  whom  I  have  conferred  respecting  it. 
There  is  a  reluctance  in  some  to  adopt  the  idea  it  sug- 
gests, and  I  apprehend  that  others  will  prefer  delay  to  a 
decision  upon  it. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FRaX  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COMTE  DE  BERN* 
STORFF. 

.Paris,  Jun^  19,  1788. 
I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  by 
Admiral  Paul  Jones,  on  the  21st  of  January,  on  the 
subject  of  the  prizes  taken  under  his  conamand  during 
the  late  war,  and  sent  into  Bergen.  I  communicated,  at 
the  same  time,  a  copy  of  the  powers  which  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States, of  America  had  been  pleased  to  con- 
fide to  me  therein,  having  previously  shown  the  original 
to  the  Baron  de  Blome,  Envoy  Extraordinary  of  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Denmark,  at  this  Court;  and  I  fur- 
nished, at  the  sanie  time,  to  Admiral  Paul  Jones,  such 
authority  as  I  was  empowered  to  deleggite,  for  the  ar- 
rangement of  this  affair.  That  officer  has  transn^ilted 
me  a  copy  of  your  Ejxcellency^s  letter  to  him  after  the 
4th  of  April,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  observe,  that 
the  want  of  full  powers  on  his  part  was  an  invincible 
obstacle  to  the  definkive  discussion  of  this  claim  with  him, 
and  to  express  your  dispositions  to  institute  a  settlement 
at  this  place.  Always  assured  of  the  justice  and  hoaor 
of  the  Court  of  Denmark,  and  encouraged  by  the  par- 
ticular readiness  of  your  Excellency  to  settle  and  re- 
move this  difficulty  from  between  the  two  nations,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  recalling  your  attention  to  it.  The  place 
of  negotiatbn  proposed  by  your  Excellency  meets  no 
objection  from  us,  and  it  removes,  at  the  same  time,  that 
which  the  want  of  full  powers  in  Admiral  Paul  Jones 
had  produced  in  your  own  mind.  These  full  powers. 
Congress  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with.  The  ar- 
rangement taken  between  the  person  to  be  charged  with 
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your  foil  pov^er^,  an()  myself^  will  be  final  aod  cooelushre. 
Ydu  are  phased  to  express  a  wiKingQess  to  treat,  s^i  the 
same  lime,  oo  the  subjects  of  amity  aod  commerce*  The 
powers  formerly  communioated  on  our  part  were  giveo 
to  Mr.  Adams,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  myself,  for  a  liinit- 
ed  term  only.  That  term  has  expired,  attd  the  other 
two  gentlemen  returned  to  America ;  so  that  no  peiisoq 
is  commissioned,  at  this  moment,  to  renew  those  confer- 
ences. I  may  safely,  however,  assure  your  Excellem^y 
that  the  sanne  friendly  dispositions  still  oontinue,  and  the 
same  desire  of  facilitatii^  and  encouraging  a  cooHnerce 
between  the  two  nations,  which  produced  the  former  ap- 
pointment. But  our  nation  is,  at  thils;  time,  propo»ag  a 
change  in  the  organization  of  its  Goyernment.  For  this 
<;bange  Jo  be  agreed  fo  by  all  the  tpembers  of  the  Union,  the 
new  administration  chosen  and  brouglu  into  activity,  their 
domestic  matters  arraaged,  which  will  require  their  first 
attention,  their  foreign  system  afterwards  decided  on,  and 
carried  into  full  execution,  will  require  a  very  considerable 
length  of  time.  To  place  under  the  same  delay  the  pri? 
vate  claims  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your 
Excellency,  would  be  hard  on  the  persons  interested ;  be- 
cause these  claims  have  no  connexion  with  the  system  of 
commercial  connexion  which  may  be  established  between 
the  two  nations,  nor  with  the  particular  form  of  our  ad- 
ministration. Th^  justice  due  to  them  is  coa)p(ete,  and 
the  present  administration  as  competent  to  final  settle* 
ment  as  any  future  one  will  be>  should  a  future  change 
take  place.  These  individual  have  already  lingered 
pine  years  in  expectation  of  their  bard  and  perilous  emm- 
ii^s.  Time  lessens  tlieir  mimbers  coniiiqaa%,  dispenses 
their  repceientatives^  weakens  tbe  ewideoqe  of  tb«r  rigl^t, 
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and  renders  mote  and  more  impracticaUe  his  Majesty's 
dispositions  to  repair  the  private  injury  to  which  public 
circumstances  constrained  him.  These  ccfdsiderations, 
the  just  and  honorable  intentions  of  your  Excellencyj 
and  the  assurances  you  give  us  in  your  letter  that  no  de- 
lay is  wished  on  your  part,  give  me  strong  hopes  that  we 
may  speedily  obtain  that  final  arrangement,  which  express 
instructions  render  it  my  duty  to  urge.  I  have  the  honor,' 
therefore,  of  agreeing  with  your  Excellency  that  the 
settlement  of  thb  matter,  formerly  began  at  Paris,  ^all 
be  continued  there ;  and  to  ask  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  powers  and  instructions  for  this  purpose  to  such 
persons  as  you  shall  think  proper,  and  in  such  full  form, 
as  may  prevent  those  delays  to  which  the  dbtance  be- 
tweoi  Copenhagen  and  Paris  might  otherwise  expose  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


PROM  THOVAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  JfONTMOmiN. 

Paris,  June  20,  1788. 
Sir, 

Having  bad  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  your  Excellen- 
cy the  wish  of  Congress  that  certain  changes  sIkmiM  be 
made  in  the  articles  for  a  Consular  Conventionj  wbicb 
had  been  sent  to  them,  I  have  now  that,  conformably  to 
the  desire  you  expressed,  of  giving  a  general  idea  of  the 
alterations  to  be  proposed. 

The  4th  anick  ^ves  to  the  Consok  the  immuni- 
ties of  the  law  of  nations.  It  has  been  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  laws  of  France  do  not  admit  of  tbb ;  and 
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that  it  might  be  flesirabie  to  expunge  this  artide.  In  thr» 
we  are  ready  to  concur,  as  in  every  other  case  where  an 
artiple  inigbt  call  for  changes  in  the  establbhed  laws,' 
either  inconveoieni  or  disagreeable. 

After  establishing  in  &vor  of  Consuls  the  general  im* 
uDuntties  of  the  law  of  nations,  (one  consequeoce  of  whiefa 
would  have  been,  that  they  coald  not  bare  been  called 
upon  to  give,  testimony  in  courts  of  jwiice,)  the  5th 
article  requires  that,  after  the  observance  of  certain  for- 
malities, which  imply  very  high  respect,  they  shall  make 
^.  declaration,  but  inAktir  oumhauseSf  \thez  eux,]  as  may 
be  pretended,  if  not  justly  inferred  from  the  expressiont 
in  the  artick*  Bat  our  laws  i^utre,  indispensably,  a  per-* 
sonal  examination  of  witnesses,  in  tl^  preMisce  of  the 
partjes,  of  their  couosel,  the  jury,  and  judges,  each  of 
whom  has  a  right  to  ask  of  them  all  questions  pertinent 
to  the  fact. ,  The  first  and  highest  offioets  of  our  Govern* 
meot^^re  obliged  to  appear  peisonaliy  Co  the  order  of  a 
court  to  give  evidence.  The  court  takes  care  tbit  they 
are  treated  with  respect.  It  is  jjroposed,  therefore,  to©mU 
this  furiicle,  for  these  particular  reiasons,  as  well  a»  for  tA« 
general  one,  that  the  4ih  bebg  expunged,  this,  vhki 
was  but  an  exception  to  that,  falls  of  counse. 

The  7tb,'8tb,  lOlh,  and  14th  articles  extend  their  pre- 
eimoences  far  beyond  those  which  the  Iiws  of  natibne 
would  have  given.  These  articles  r^uire  that  the  de- 
clarations ma^e-in  the  presence  of  Consuls^  and  certified 
by  them,  shall  he  received  in  evi^eaoe  in  aQ  courts  what* 
ever ;  asnd  in  some  inataoees  give  to  their  cmtifieatee  a 
cr^^lMlity  wbiobexcltldea  aH  other  testimony.  The  cases 
are  rate  in  wbieli  Qor  ^^f$rt6  adnust  written  evidence  of 
facts ;  and  suioh  evidence^  when  idmitted,nMsthavebeetf 
Vol.  III. — 27 
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in  the  presence  of  both  parties,  and  must  contam  tlia  an- 
9W6C8  to  all  the  pcittnetit  questions  which  they  may  have 
<ltMred  to  ask  of' the  witness ;  and  to  no  evidence,  of 
whatever  nature,  written  or  not,  do  our  laws  give  so  high 
oredit  as  to  exclude  aM  counter-proof.  These  principles 
ate  of  such  ancient  foundation  in  our  system  of  jurisprn- 
dence,  and  are  so  much  valued  ^nd  Tenerated  by  ourchi- 
aens,  that  perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  to  execute  arti- 
oles  which  shoald  contraveii^  them;  nor  is  it. imagined 
tfaat  these  r.tipulatioiesi  can  be  to  interesting  to  this  coun- 
try, as  to  balance  the  inconvenience  and  hazard  of  such  an 
ianovatioQ  with  us.  Perhaps  i|  li^ht  be  found  that  the 
I«ws  of  both  co)intries  require  a  modificaiion  of-tbis  artt- 
oie,  as  it  is  hcieoqceiv&ble  that  the  certifeate  of  an  Ame- 
ctean  Consul  in  France  could  be  permitted  by  one  of  its 
oourts  toesublish  a  fact,  the  falsehood  6f  which  should  be 
nomriotts  to  the  court  itseK 

The  8th  article  gives  to  |he  Consuls  of  either  n^ibn  a 
jnrisdiotion  in  certain  eases  over  foreigners  of  any  other. 
On  a  dispute  arising  in  Fn^noe,  between  an  American  and 
»  Spaniard  or  an  Englishman,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  aban- 
A>Q^e  S^Dimrd  or,  Englishman  to  an  American  Consul . 
On  the  contrary,  the  territorial  jcfdge,  as  neutral,  would 
seem  to  be  the  most  impartial.  Probably,  therefore,  it 
will  be  thouglH  ednveniem  for  both  parties  to  correct  diis 
stit^ulatioo.  v 

A  dilute  arising  Iteiween  two  sobjeots  of  France,  tlie 
one  being  in  France  aiid  the  other  in  the  tTniced  States, 
Ibe  regular  tribunab:  of  France  wiuld  seem  entitled  to  a 
piefefence  of  jnrtsdieiion;  yet  the  l«lh  article  pves  ft  to 
dheb  Coeael  in  Aneiiom,  ani^to^  Censn}  of  tbe  United 
Shales  in  Freeee  ib  iflot  eise  lietween  their  eittxeos. 
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The  power  given  by  the  lOth  article,  of  arresting  and 
sending  back  a  vessel,  its  captain,  and  crew,  is  a  very  great 
one  indeed,  and,  in  our  opinion,  more  safely  lodged  with 
the  territorial  judge.      We  would,  ouraelves,  trwst  the 
tribunals  of  France  to  decide,  when  there  is  just  cause 
for  so  high-handed  an  act  of  authority  over  the  persons  and 
property  of  so  many  of  our  citizens,  to  all  of  whom  these 
tribunals  will  stand  in  a  neutral  and  impartial  relatifm, 
rather  than   any  single  person   i^faom  we  may  appoint  as 
Consul,  who  will  seldom  be  learned  in  the  laws,  and  often 
susceptible  of  influence  from  private  interest  and  personal 
pique.     With  us,  jq^plicatioos  for  the  arrest  of  vessels, 
and  of  their  masiecs,  are  made  to  the  admiralty  courts. 
These  are  composed  of  the  most  learned  and  virtuous 
characters  in  the  several  States ;  and  the  maritime  law, 
common  to  all  nations,  is  the  rule  of  their  proceedings. 
The  exercise  of  foreign  juri^iction,  within  the  pale  of 
their  own  lawsy  in  a  very  high  case,  and  wherein  thdse 
laws  have  made  honorable  provisions,  would  be  a  pheno- 
menon never  y^  seen  in  our  cpuntry,  and  which  would 
be  seen  with  great  jealousy  and  uneasiness.     On  thecon^ 
irary,  to  leave  this  power  with  the  territorial  judge,  wiM 
inspire  confidence  and  friendship,  and  be  really,  at  tb^ 
same  time,  more  secure  against  abuse.    The  powe^  of 
arresting  deserted  seamen  seems  necessary  for  xW  P"^" 
poses  of  navigation  and  commerce,  and  will  before  at- 
tentively and  eflfectually  exercised  by  the  Consul  than 
by  the  terrhorial  judge.    To  this  part  0^  the  10th  arti* 
cle,  therefore,  as  well  as  to  that  *rHcb^  requkes  the  terri- 
torial judge  to  assist  the  Consul  in  the  exercise  of  this 
function,  we  can  accede.    But  the  extension  of  the  like 
power  to*  passengers,  seems  not  necessary'  for  the  pur- 
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poses,  either  of  oavigatioo  or  commeice.  It  does  not 
come,  t^erefore^  within  the  functioos  ot  the  Consuls, 
whose  instituUoD  is  for  those  two  objects  only  ;  nor  with- 
in the  powers  of  a  commissioner  authorized  to  treat  and 
conclude,  a  convention  solely  for  regulating  the  powers, 
privileges,  and  duties  of  Consuls.  The  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  passengers,  moreover,  would  often  be  in  contra? 
diction  •  to  our  bills  of  rights,  which,  beis^  fundamental, 
cannot  be  obstructed  in  their  operation  by  any  law  or 
convention  whatever. 

Consular  institutions  beipg  entirely  new  with  us,  Con- 
gress tjiink  it  wise  to  make  their  first  convention  proba- 
tionary, and  not  perpetual.  They  propose,  therefore,  a 
clause  for  limiting  its  duration  to  a.  certain  term  of  years. 
1/^  after  the. experience  of  a  few  years,  it  should  be  found 
to  answer  the  purposes  intended  by  it,  both  parties  will 
t^ave  sufficient  inducem^ts  to  renew  it,  either  in  its  pres 
«nt  for^,  9r  with  such  alterations  and  amendments  as 
time,  experience,  and  other  circumstances  may  indicate. 

The  convention,  as  expiessed  in  the  French  language, 
will  fully  answer  our  purposes  in  France,  because  it  will 
there  be  understood.  But  it  will  not  equally  answer  the 
purposes  of  France  in  America,  because  it  will  not  there 
b^  understood.  In  very  few  of  the  courts  wherein  it 
may  he  presented,  will  there  be  found  a  single  judg/e  or 
advocate,  capable  of  translating  it.,  at  all,  much  less  of 
giving  to  41  its  terms,  le^l  and  technical,  their  exact 
equivalent  in  ^he  law  and  language  of  that  country. 
Should  any  transition,  which  Congress  would  undertake 
to  publish  for  the  use  of  oar  courts^  be  conceived,  on  any 
occasion,  not  to  render  fully  the  idea  of  the  French 
original,  i$  mijght  be  imputed  as  a^ ,  jndirect  attempt  to 
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abridge  or  extend  the  terms  of  a  contract,  at  the  will  o 
one  party  only.  At  no  place  are  there  better  helps  than 
here,  for  establishing  an  English  text  equivalent  to  the 
French  in  all  its  phrases ;  no  persons  can  be  supposed 
to  know  what  is  meant  by  these  phrases,  better  than  those 
who  form  them  ;  and  no  time  more  proper  to  ascertain 
their  meaning  in  both  languages,  than  that  at  which  they 
are  formed.  I  have,  therefore, ;the  honor  to  propose  that 
the  convention  shaU  be  faithfully  expressed  in  English 
as  well  as  in  French,  id  two  columns,  side  by  side  ;  that 
these  columns  be  declared,  each  of  them,  to  be  the  texf^ 
and  to  be  equally  original  and  authentic  in  all  courts  o^ 
justice. 

Thisy  sir,  is  a  general  sketeh  of  the  alterations  which 
our  laws  and  our  manner  of  thinking  render  necessary 
in  this  convention,  before  the  faith  of  our  country  is 
engaged  for  its  execution.  Some  of  its  articles,  in  its 
present  form,  could  not  be  executed  at  all ;  and  others 
would  produce  embarrassments  and  ilUhumor,  to  which 
it  would  not  be  prudent  for  our  Government  to  commit 
itself.  Inexact  execution  on  the  one  part,  would  patu* 
rally  beget  dissatisfaction  and  complaints  on  the  other; 
and  an  instrument,  intended  to  strengthen  our  connexion, 
might  ihiis  become  the  means  oT  loosening  it.  Fewer 
articles,  better  observed,  will  better  promote  our  com- 
mon interests.  As  to  ourselves,  we  do  not  find  the  in- 
stitution of  Consuls  very  necessary.  Its  bfetory  com- 
menced in  times  of  barbarism,  and  might  well  have  ended 
t^h  them.  During  these,  they  were  perhaps  useAt?, 
and  may  still  be  so,  in  countries  not  yet  emei^ed  from* 
that  condition.  But  all  civilised  oations,  at  tius  day,  un- 
derstand so  well  tlie  advftttages  of  commerce,  that  ihej 
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provide  protection  and  encouragement  for  merchants, 
strangers,  and  ve9sel8  comtng:  among  them.  So  exten* 
sive,  too,  have  commercial  connexions  now  become,  that 
overy  mercantile  house  has  correspondents  in  almost 
every  port.  They  address  their  vessels  to  these  cor- 
respondents, who  are  found  to  take  better  care  of  their 
interests,  and  to  obtain  more  effectually  the  protection  ci 
the  laws  of  the  country  for  them,,  than  the  Consul  of 
their  nation  can.  He  is  generally  a  foreigner,  unpossessr 
ed  of  the  little  details  of  knowledge  of  greatest  use  to 
^em.  He  makes  national  questions  of  all  the  di^ul- 
ties  which  arise;  the  correspondent  prevents  them.  We 
carry  on  commerce  with  good  success  in  all,  parts  of  the 
world,  yet  we  have  not  a  Consul  in  a  single  port,  nor  a 
complaint  for  the  want  of  one,  except  from,  the  persons 
who  wish  to  be  Consuls  themselves.  Though  these 
considerations  may  not  be  strong  enough  to  establish  the 
absolute  inutility  of  Consuls,  they  may  make  us  less 
anxious  to  extend  theii  privileges  and  jurisdictions,  so 
aa  to  render  them  objects  of  jealousy  and  irritation 
in  the  places  of  their  residence.  That  this  Government 
thinks  them  useful,  is  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  give 
them  all  the  functions  and  facilities  which  otircircum* 
stances  will  admit.  Instead,  therefore,  of  declining 
every  article  whbh  will  be  useless  to  us,  we  accede 
to  every  one  which  will  not  be  inconvenient.  Had 
thismation  been  alone  concerned,  our  desire  to  ^r^tify 
them  might  have  tempted  us  to  press  still  harder  on  the 
I4WS  and  opinions  of  our  country.  But  your  Excel- 
lency knows  that  we  stand  engaged  in  treaties  with  some 
nations,  which  will  give  them  occasion  to  claitn  what* 
e^er  privileges  we  yield  to  any  other.      This   renders 
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circumspection  more  necessary.  Permit  me  to  add  one 
other  observation.  The  Elngiish  aUow  to  foreign  Con- 
suls scarcely  any  functions  within  their  ports.  This 
proceeds,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  character  of  their 
laws,  which  eye  with  peculiar  jealousy  every  exemp- 
tion from  their  control.  Ours  are  the  same  in  their 
general  character,  and  rendered  siill  more  unpliant  by 
our  having  thirteen  Parliaments  to  relax,  instead  of  one. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  see  the 
cause  of  the  delay  which  this  convention  has  met  with 
in  the  difficulties  it  presents,  and  our  desire  to  surmount 
them ;  and  will  be  sensible  that  the  alterations  proposed 
are  dictated  to  us  by  the  necessity  of  our  circumstances^ 
and  by  a  caution,  which  cannot  be  disapproved,  to  com- 
mit ourselves  to  no  engagements  which  we  foresee  we 
soigbt  not  be  able  to  fulfil. 

These  alterations,  with  some  smaller  ones,  which  may 
be  offered  on  the  sole  principle  of  joint  convenience, 
shall  be  the  subject  of  more  particular  explanation  wheii^ 
ev&  your  Excellency  shall  bonoi^  me  with  a  conference 
thereon.  I  shall  then,  also,  point  out  the  verbal  changes 
which  appear  tome  necessary,  to  accommodate  the  in- 
strument to  the  views  before  expressed.  In  the  mean 
4im«, 

i  have  the  honor  of  being,  8»3., 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 
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FBOV   THOMAS   JBWVZRSOK  TO  JOHN   J  AT. 

Paris,  July  29,  1788. 
Sir^ 
TlaVing  receivecTihe  enclosed  letter*  from  Julien  Lau- 
rent j  claim!  Dg  his  wages  as  a  volunteer  on  board  the  Bon 
Hotome  Richaid,  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  it  to 
you,  supposing  it  will  of  course  be  referred  to  the  pro- 
per office  to  lake  order  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  August  3,  1788- 
Sir, 

My  last  letters  to  you  were  of  the  4th  and-23d  of  May,, 
with  a  P.  S.  of  the  27th ;  since  that,  I  have  been  honored 
with  yours  of  April  24tb,  May  16tfa,  and  June  the  9th. 

The  most  remarkable  internal  occurrences  since  my 
last  are  thesefc  The  Noblesse  of  Bretagney  who  Iwd  re- 
eeived.with  so  much  warmth  the  late  innovations  in  tbe 
Government,  assembled,  and  drew  up  a  memorial  to  the 
King,  and  chose  twelve  .  members  of  their  body  to  come 
and  present  it.  Among  these  was  the  Marquis  de  la 
Rouerie  (Colonel  Armand.)  The  King,  considering  the 
Noblesse  as  having  no  legal  right  to  assemble,  declined 
receiving  the  memorial.  The  deputies,  to  give  greater 
weight  to  it,  called  a  meeting  of  the  landed  proprietors  of 

•  Sent  to  the  Board  of  Treastury  llfli  June,  1789; 
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Bretagne  resident  at  Paris,  and  proposed  to  tbem  to  add 
their  signatures.  They  did  so,  to  the  number  of  about 
sixty,  of  whom  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  one.  The 
twelve  deputies,  for, having  called  this  meeting,  were  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  Bastile,  where  they  now  are,  and 
the  Parisian  signers  were  deprived  of  suoh  favors  as  they 
held  of  the  Court.  There  were  only  four  of  them, 
however,  who  held  agy  thing  of  that  kind.  The 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  one  of  these  ;  they  had  given 
him  a  military  command,  to  be  exercised  in  the  south  of 
France  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  of 
the  present  year.  This  they  took  from  him ;  so  that  he 
is  disgraced,  in  the  ancient  language  of  the  Court,  but,  in 
truth,  honorably  marked  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  The 
Ministers  are  so  sensible  of  this,  that  they  hare  had^ 
separately,  private  conferences  with  him,  to  endeavor, 
through  him,  to  keep  things  quiet.  From  the  character 
of  the  province  of  Bretagne,  it  has  been  much  appre- 
hended, for  some  d^ys,  that  the  imprisonment  of  their 
deputies  would  have  produced  an  insurrection.  But  it 
took  another  turn.  The  cours  intermeiiaifes  of  the  pro- 
vince, acknowledged  to  be  a  legal  body,  deputed  eighteen 
members  of  their  body  to  the  King.  To  these  he  gave 
an  audience,  and  the  answer,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy. 
This  is  hard  enough.  Yet  I  am  in  hopes  the  appeal  to 
the  sword  will  be  avoided,  and  great  modificatbns  in  the 
Government  be  obtained  without  bloodshed.  As  yet, 
none  has  been  spilt,  according  to  the  best  evidence  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  notwithstanding  what  the  foreign 
newspapers  have  said  to  the  contrary.  The  convocation 
of  the  States  General  is  now  become  inevitable.  When- 
ever the  time  shall  be  announced  certainly,  it  wfl!  keep 
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the  Ddtkm  quiet  lill  tbey  meeu  Accordiflg  to  preseti 
probabilities,  this  must  be  in  the  course  of  tbe  next  sum* 
men  But  to  what  .movemeDts  their  meeting  and  mea^- 
sures  may  give  occasion,  cannot  be  foreseen.  Sliould  a 
foreign  war  take  place,  still  tbey  must  asseraUe  the 
States  General,  because  tbey  cannot,  but  by  their  aid, 
obtain  money  to  carry  it  on.  Monskur  de  Malasherbes 
will,  I  believe,  retire  from  the  King's  Council.  He  has 
been  much  opposed  to  the  late  acts  of  authority.  Tbe 
Baron  de  Breteuil  has  reagned  his  secretaryship  of  tbe 
domestic  department;  certamly  not  for  tbe  same  rea- 
sons, as  he  is  known  to  have  been  of  opinion  that  the 
King  had  compromitted  too  much  of  his  authority.  The 
real  reason  has  probably  been  zn  impatience  of  acting 
under  a  principal  Minister.  His  successor  is  M.  de  Ville- 
deuil,  late  Comptroller  General. 

The  Ambassadors  of  Tippoo  Saib  have  arrived  here* 
If  their  mission  has  any  other  object  than  that  of  pomp 
and  ceremony,  it  is  not  }'et  made  known.  Though  this 
Court  has  not  avowed  that  they  are  in  possession  of 
Trincomali,.  yet  the  report  is  believed,  and  that  posses^ 
sion  was  taken  by  General  Conway,  in  consequence  of 
orders  given  in  tbe  moment  that  they  thought  a  war  cer- 
tain. The  dispute  with  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  on  account  of  tlie  insult  to  M.  de  St.  Priest, 
does  not  tend  as  yet  towards  a  settlement.  He  -has  ob- 
tained leave  to  go  to  tbe  waters^  and  perhat)s  from  there 
he  may  come  to  Paris,  to  await  events.  Sweden  has 
commenced  hostilities  against  Russia,  by  the  taking  a 
little  fortress  by  land.  This  having  been  their  intention, 
it  is  wonderful  that,  when  their  fleet  lately  met  three 
Aussian  ships,  of  one  hundred  guns  each,  they  saluted 
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instead  of  taking  tbiem.  The  Empress  has  declared 
war  against  them  in  her  turn.  It  is  well  understood  that 
Sweden  is  set  on  by  England,  and  paid  by  the  Turks. 
The  prospect  of  Russia  has  much  brightened  by  som^ 
late  successes.  Tlieir  fleet  of  galleys  and  gun-bOats, 
twenty -seven  in  oumber,  having  been  attacked  by  fifty-^ 
seven  Turkish  vessels  of  the  same  kind,  commanded  by 
th^  Captain  Paclia,  these  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of 
tliree  vessels.  In  the  action,  wliich  was  on  the  18th  of 
Juj9e,  Admiral  Paul  Jones  commanded  the  right  wing  of 
the  Russians,  and  the  Prince  of  Nassau  the  left.  On 
the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  Turkish  principal  fleet — 
that  is  to  say,  iheir  sihipsof  the  line^  frigate3,  &c. — having 
^ot  themselves  near  ta  the  swash,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Borysthenes,  the  Prince  of  Nassau  took  advantage  of 
their  position  ;  attacked  them,  while  so  engaged  in  the 
mud  that  they  could  not  manoeuvre ;  burnt  six,  among 
which  was  the  Admiral's  and  Vice  Admiral's ;  took  two, 
and  made  between  three  add  four  tbqMsand  prisoners. 
The  first  report  gave  this  success  to  Admiral  Paul  Jones ; 
but  it  is  now  rendered  rather  probable  that  he  was  not 
there,  as  he  commands  the  vessels  of  T^ar,  which  are 
said  not  to  have  been  there.  It  is  supposed  his  presence 
in  the  affair  of  the  Ifth  was  accidental.  But,  if  this 
success  has  been  as  coaiplete  as  it  is  represented,  the 
l^gck  Sea  must  be  tolerably  open  to  the  Russians ;  in 
which  case,  we  may  expect,  from  what  we  know  of  that 
officer,  that  he  will  improve  to  the  greatest  advantage  the 
situation  of  things  On  that  sea.  The .  Captain  Pacha '^ 
standard  was  taken  in  the  last  action,  atid  himself  obliged 
to  make  his  escape  in  a  small  vessel.  Prince  Potemkin 
immediately   got   urider  march   for    Oczakovv,  to    take 
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advantage  of  the  consteniation  into  which  that  place  was 
thrown. 

The  Spanish  squadron,  after  cruising  off  the  Western 
Isles  and  Cape  St.  Vincent,  is  returned  into  port. 

A  dispute  has  arisen  between  the  Papal  See  and  the 
King  of  Naples,  which  may,  in  its  progress,  enable  us  to 
estimate  what  degree  of  influence  that  See  retains  at  the 
present  day.  The  Kingdom  of  Naples,  at  an  cfarly 
period  of  its  history,  become  feudatory  to  the  See  of 
Rome,  and,  in  acknowledgment  thereof,  has  annually 
paid  a  hackney  to  the  Pope  in  Rome,  to  which  place 
h  has  always  been  sent  by  a  splendid  embassy.  The 
hackney  has  b^en  refused  by  the  King  this  jrear,  and 
the  Pope,  giving  him  three  months  to  return  to  obedience, 
threatens,  if  he  does  not,  to  proceed  seriously  against 
him. 

About  three  weeks  ago,  a  person  called  on  me,  and  in- 
formed me  that  Silas  Deane  had  taken  him  in  for  a  sum 
of  120  guineas  ;  and  that  being  unable  to  obtain  any  other 
satisfaction,  he  ha^  laid  hands  on  his  account-book  and 
letter-book,  and  had  brought  them  off  to  Paris,-  to  ofier 
them  first  to  the  United  States,  if  they  would  repay  him 
hi^  money,  and,  if  not,  that  he  should  return  to  London 
and  offer  them  to  the  British  Minister.  I  desired  him 
to  leave  them  with  me  four-and-twenty  hours,  that  I 
might  judge  whether  they  were  worth  our  notice.  He 
did  so ;  they  were  two  volumes.  One  contained  aS  his 
accounts  with  the  United  States,  from  his  first  coming  to 
Europe,  to  January  10th,  1781.  Presuming  that  the 
Treasury  Board  was  in  possessicm  of  this  account  till  his 
arrival  in  Philadelphia,  August,  1778,  and  that  he  bad 
never  given  in  the  subsequent  part,  t  had  that  subsequent 
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part  copied  from  the  book,  aod^ow  enclose  it,  as  it  may 
on  some  occasion  or  olher^  perhaps,  be  useful  in  the  Trea- 
sury office.  The  otber  volume  contained  all  his  corres- 
pondences from  March  29th  to  August  23d,  1777.  I 
had  a  list  of  the  letters  taken,  by  their  dates  and  addresses, 
which  will  enable  you  to  form  a  general  idea  of  the  col- 
lection, on  thq  perusal  of  mj^ny  of  thena.  I  tliought  it 
desirable  that  they  should  not  come  to  the  hands  of  the 
British  Minister,  and,  from  an  expression  dropped  by  the 
possessor  of  them,  I  believe  he  would  have  fallen  50  or 
60  guineas.  I  did  not  think  them  important  enopgb, 
hoivever,  to  justify  my  purchasing  them  without  authority, 
tbougli  with  authority  I  should  have  done  it.  Indeed,  I 
would  have  given  that  sum  to  cut  out  a  single  sentence^ 
which  contained  evidence  of  a  fact  not  proper  to  be  com* 
mitfted  to  the  hands  of  enemies.  I  told  him  I  would  state 
bis  proposition  to  you,  and  await  orders.  I  gave  him  back 
the  books,  and  he  returned  to  London,  without  making 
any  promise  that  he  would  awaic  the  event  of  the  orders 
you  rnigbt  think  proper  to  give. 

News  of  the  accession  of  nine  States  to  the  new  form 
of  federal  government  has  been  received  here  about  a 
week.  I  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  you  sincerely  on 
this  event.  Of  its  effect  at  home,  you  are  in  the  best  situ- 
ation to  judge.  On  this  side  the  Atlantic,  it  is  considered 
as  a  very  wise  reformation.  In  consequence  of  this,  spe- 
culations ave  already  begun  here  to  purchase' up  our  do- 
mestic liquidated  debt.  Indeed,  I  suspect  that  orders 
may  have  been  previously  lodged  in  America  to  do  this, 
as  soon  as  the  new  constitution  was  accepted  effectually. 
If  it  is  thoMght  that  this  debt  should  be  retained  at  home, 
there  is  not  a  moment  to  lose ;  and  I  know  of  no  means 
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of  retaining  it,  but  those  I  suggested  to  the  Treasurjr 
Board'  in  my  letter  to  them  of  March  2fth.  The  trans* 
fer  of  these  debts  to  Europe  Will  excessively  embarnsss, 
and  perhaps  totally  prevent,  the  borrowing  any  money  in 
Europe  till  these  shall  be  paid  off.  This  is  a  momentotis 
object,  and,  in  my  opinion,  should  receive  instantaneous 
attention.  The  Gazettes  of  France  to  the  departure  of 
my  letter  Will  accompany  it,  and  those  of  Leyden  to  the 
22d  of  July,  at  which' time  their  distribution  in  this  coun- 
try was  prohibited.  How  long  the  prohibition  may  C(m* 
tiniie,  I  cannot  telK  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  it^  is  the  only 
paper  in  Europe  worth  reading.  Since  the  suppression 
of  the  packet-boats,  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  safe 
conveyance  for  a  letter  to  you,  till  the  present  by  Mrs. 
Barclay.  Whenever  a  copGdentilil  person  shall  be  going 
from  hence  to  Liondon,  I  shall  send  my  letters  for  you  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  who  will  look  out  for  safe  qoa- 
veyances.  This  will  render  the  epochs  of  my  writing 
very  irregular.  There  is  a  propositioB  under  considera- 
tion for  establishing  packet-boats  on  a  more  economical 
plan  from  Havre  to  Boston  ;  but  its  success  is  uncertain, 
and  still  more  its  duration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Reply  nf  the  King  to  the  Depuiiez  and  Cc^tmissioners 
of  the  States  of  BrUtany. 

Translation. 

I  have  read  the  memorial  which  you  delivered  me.  I 
had  already  read  that  which  preceded  it,  and  you  need 
not  have  recalled  them  to  my  memor}'. 
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I  shall  always  recei?e  any  rcpresentatiods  which  ar^ 
made  to  me  in  the  forms  prescribed. 

The  assembly  which  deputed  twelve  gentlemen  were  not 
authorized,  not  having  asked  permission  for  the  purpose  ; 
those  deputies  have  themselves  convoked  a  more  irregu- 
lar assembly  at  Paris.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  pun> 
ish  them ;  the  means  to  merit  my  clemency  is,  not  to 
continue  in  Brittany,  by  ille^l  assemblies,  the  cause  of 
my  discontent.  The  commissions  which  you  have  been 
charged  with,  to  request  the  re-establishment  of  Brittany, 
must  not  precede  the  conduct  they  must  observe ;  they 
must  not  solicit  for  a  mark  of  my  confidence,  while  I  am 
forced  to  give  them  these  of  my  animadversion. 

But  these  personal  punishments,  which  the  good  order 
and  maintenance  of  my  authority  require,  do  not  in  any 
manner  alter  my  affection  for  my  province  of  Brittany. 

Your  States  will  be  assembled  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber ;  it  is  from  them  that  I  shall  know  the  views  of  the 
province.  I  will  attend  to  their  representations,  and  will 
have  that  regard  for  them  which  they  may  merit ;  your 
privileges  shall  be  considered. 

Id  showing  me  fidelity  and  submission,  all  may  hope 
for  my  goodness;  and  the  greatest  complaint  that  my 
subjects  will  have  in  their  power  against  me,  is,  forcing 
me  to  acts  of  rigor  and  severity. 

My  intention  is,  that  you  return  to-morrow  to  your 
functions. 
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Extract    from   SUa$   Deane^s    accowxt-haok — Account 
against  Congress. 

Livres.    s.    d. 

Amount  brought  up  -  -    186,518     2  10 

Sundries,  (advances  made  lo  sev-  . 

eral  officers)     -  -  -     20,000 

1779.  To  my  expenses  in  Philadelphia, 
from  August,  1778,  to  Nov.,. 
1779,  for  myself,  servant,  and 
three  horses,  being  15  months, 
which  I  paid,  part  in  hard  mo- 
ney, part  in  paper,  which,  (com- 
puted at  90  livres  per  week, 
though  less  than  what  it  cost 
me,)  lam  content  with,  15 months 
is  6p  weeks,  at  90        -  -       5,850 

November,  1780.  To  expenses  of  jour- 
ney to  Virginia,  in  continental 
currency,  dollars  2,658i 

To  do*  paid  board  and  lodg- 
ing at  Williamsburg,  in 
Virginia  -  18, 193  J 

Do.  paid  in  two  journeys  lo 

Petersburg  &  Richmond,  1,256  J 

Do.  paid  at  York,  and  paid 

for  sundries  whilst  wail-  i 

ing  for  a  passage  -  4, €45^ 


26,954 


Carried  forward  -  .  212,368    2  10 
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Liv.       #•    d. 
Bought  forward   -  •  312,36@    2  10 

Thirty  for  ooe,  tbe  medium  rate  of 
exchange  at  the  time,  is  QS6^ 
dollars,  or  ia  livrcs        -  -       4,49S  10 

June.  To  paid  for  mm,  su^,  tea,  &c., . 

&c*  for  passage  -  «    .      62S  « 

Passage  for  self,  secretary,  and  ser- 
vant  -  ...       1,500  . 
Tbe  mdUre  d^hoid  and  servant  tm 
board  tbe  Roderique    - 
July.  Expenses  at  Rochefert 
Do.       at  Rocfaeile   - 
Hire  of  the  voiture  to  Nantes 
August.  On  the  road  to  Nantes,  for 
horses,  &c.     -  -     ^ 
Expenses  at  Nantes         • 
Posts  to  Paris,  and  expenses  on  tbe 

road    -  -        .    .  .  415  , 

Hire  of  the  carriage  from  Nantejs  to  - 

Paris  -  *  .  190 

To  cash  advanced  Captain  Hy. 
Johnson,  April,  1778,  as  per  his 
receipt,  dated  Dec.  12,  1778   -  204    4 

July.  To  my  time,  fr©ra  Jan6  4tb, 
1778,  to  July,  1780,  being  twd 
years  and  one  month  for  myseli^ 
sectetary,  and  servant,  tbe  nse 
of  my  horses,  carriage,  &c.  in 
America,  daring  wbieli  tirtie  I 


lao  10 

296  19 

9&  15 

96 

314  11 

dsa  4 

Carried  forward    -  -  990/002  16  10 

Vol.  III.— 28 
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Liv.      s.   d. 
ftrougbt  forward  -  -  230,902  15  10 

attended   sololy   on    Congvess, 

and  in  returotiig  to  aettle  their 

accounts,  for  which  an  allowance 

of  10,000  livreft  per  aaniuB  .will 

not  be  unreaeonable      -  -     30,863    6    4 

To  my  time,  for  sdf,  aeoretary, 

and  expenses  in  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  CoMgreas,  ax  months, 

which,  considering  it^as.not  roy 

duQr  to  settle  them,  exempt  my 

own  private  one,  and  that  a  large 

baHiDce  was  my  das,  land  the 

expense  and  loss  of  tttoo  which 

I  have  incurred,  cannot  be  esti- 
mated at  a  lower  allowance  than     13,000 
To  cash  paid  W^  T.  FmnkUo,  to^ 

watd$  family  expenses,  by  an 

order  on  M.  Grand.  whiK^  is 

cheiged    in    roy  account    with 

Congress  by  If.  Grandi  Sep> 

tember  a6th,  1777       *  -       4,000 

To  ooe  year's  wag(as  of  La  Farque> 

from  July,  17TI,  to  Joly^  1178, 

aAer  which,  X  consider  his  wgiges 

in  the  gener|d  eotiamU  for  iSm^^ 

be-    .  .  .  -       1,440 

To  wrong  cba^  of  AfffU  9tb, 

1777,  bemg  the  disbttBMMMi 


CorMlbrwafd    -  -  960,906    2    2 
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Liv.       5.    d. 
Brought  forward      -        -    «8e;206    2    2 
on  sloop  Dolp&iit,  at  Havre,  by 
M.  Eyries,  who  traosaicted  the 
business,  and  at  thai  time,   to  ^ 

cbver  his  having  conowred  in 
the  equipping  ci  anned  vcfiwefe 
for  Congress,  dwnr  umier  the 
signature  of  Haroourt  -  -  .  9^706  16  5 
To  wrong  charge,  included  it^  tl)e 
general  of  30th  March,  1778, 
viz :  moneys  paid  Mr.  Williams, 
for  which  said  Williams  has  «c-  :  ■ 

.  counted,  being  the  bills  drawn 
by  said  Williams  on  public  ac- 
count, accepted  by  me,  as  were 
most  of  bis  bills      ...       2,973 
To  wrong  charge  in  Solier's  ac- 
count, to  amount  of  •        -     46,962 
N.  B.  The  whole  received  ^S-     , 
las  Deane  of  Solier,  on  his  pri- 
vate account  and  use,  was  10,784 
livres;  the  rest  wasteceived  on 
account  of  Robert  Morris,  E^q., 
and  is  by  Pleame,  Penet,  and 
Co*  charged  to  said  Morris,  in 
his  private  account  with  them, 
as  may  be  seen  by  their  account 
transmitted  to  said  Monris* 
To  cash  charged  by  M.  Grand, 


Carried  forwaid        -        -  39IJ,137  18    7 


4^,  TfiO)^  JEFFBRaOK^OHNIilY. 

Liv.      8.    d. 
Bppwight  forward      -        -   381,137  18    7 
delivered  to  order  tjf  FnmkKp       ' 
and^Dean^j  paid  iia  FarqUe, 
December  ijls*, .  X7l7, .  (bei«g 
for  expenses  at  Pinsy)     -        -      3,400: 

To  sundry  bills  paid,  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, after  ray  t^avmg  Fnme. 

To  caih  paid  Bousies'  .  bill    for . 
wine,  January  tod  April,  177$, 
as  per  receipt  September  18tli, 
1780    -        -        '        -        -  294 

January,  1781.  Ta  paid  biB  for  paint- 
ing coach  wbofis,  November, 
1777     .        ...        .  16 


3(23,847  18    7 


Deduct  wrong  charges  in 

sundry  entries,  entered 

before  in  page  50,  9,706  6  5 
8,973  0  0 
4,8S5  52  4 


60,933    0    5 


t a68,W5  18    2 
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FAQM   THOlfAS   JEildTEIt&O}}   TO    JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  Augtist  10,  1788. 
Sir, 
i  Ikve  wftit^  tiR  tbe  last  momeDt  of  Mrs.  Barclay  % 
departure  to  write  yoo  the  occarrenees  since  ray  letter  of 
3d  instant.  We  have  reoei?ed  tbe  SwedMi  account  of 
an  engageiiielit  between  their  fleet  and  the  Russian  on 
the  Baltic,  wherein  they  say  they  took  one  and  burnt 
another  Russian  vessel,  with  the  loss  of  one  on  their  side, 
and  that  the  victory  remained  with  them^  They  say,  at 
the  same  time,  that  their  fleet  returned  into  port,  and  tlie 
Russians  kept  the  sea.  We  must  therefore  suspend  otr 
opinion  till  we  get  the  Russian  version  of  this  engage- 
ment. The  Swedish  manifesto  was  handed  about  to-day 
at  Versailles,  by  the  Swedish  Ambassador,  in  manuscript. 
The  King  complains  that  Russia  has  been  ever  endeavor- 
ing to  sow  dissensions  in  his  kingdom,  in  order  to  re-es-^ 
lablish  the  ancient  constitutioii ;  that  he  has  long  borne  it, 
through  a  lo\^e  of  peace,  but  finds  it  no  longer  bearable  ; 
that  still,  however,  he  will  make  peace  oh  these  conditions : 
1st,  that  the  Empress  punishes  her  Minister  for  the  note 
he  gave  into  the  Court  of  Stockliolm ;  2d,  that  she  re- 
stores the  Crimea  to  the  Turks ;  and  3d,  that  she  repays  to 
him  all  the  expenses  of  his  armament.  The  Russian  force 
in  vessels  of  war  6n  the  Black  sea  (five  frigates  and  three 
ships  of  the  line)  are  shut  up  in  port,  and  cannot  come 
out  till  Oczakow  shall  be  taken  ;  this  fleet  is  commanded 
by  Paul  Jones,  with  the  rank  of  Rear- Admiral.  The 
Prince  of  Nassau  commands  the  galleyd  and  gun-boats. 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  the  States  General  will  assem- 
ble the  next  year,  and  probably  in  thfe  month. of  May. 
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Tippoo  Saib's  Ambassadors  had  their  reception  this  day 
at  VersaHIes,  with  uniiscrtl  pomp.  The  presence  was  so 
numoroi^)  thai  little  could  be  caught  of  what  they  said 
to  the  King,  and  he  answered  to  them.  From  what  lit- 
tle 1 0Q9ld  betir,  nothing  more  pa$se4  iIhw  vmtmi  aessu- 
£a«oes  of  gpod-wiH.  The  9tfna  or  the  Mare$pbal  de 
Ridhelieo  i$  sufficiently  remarkable  in  history  to  justify  ©y 
iseptioning  his  dealh^  which  happened  two  days  ago ;  he 
w^  aged  92  yaars.     > 

I  have  the  honor  to  b<8,  &;c., , 

TH:  JEFFERSON- 


FROM    THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN    J  AT. 

Paris,  ikngoaft  11>  1788. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  the  last  night,  written  in  the  moment  of 
Mrs.  Barclay's  departure,  I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning 
to  you  that  it  was  now  pretty  certain  that  the  States 
General  would  be  assembled  in  the  next  year,  and  proba- 
bly in  the  month  of  May.  This  morning  an  arrit  is 
publisbed,  announcing  that  their  meeting  is  fixed  at  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy  by 
post,  in  hopes  it  will  get  to  Bordeaux  in  time  for  Mrs. 
Barclay.  This  arrit  ought  to  have  a  great  effect  towards 
tranquillizing  the  nation.  There  are  still,  however,  two 
circumstances  which  must  continue  to  perplex  the  ad- 
ministration. The  ^t  is  the  want  of  money,  occasioned 
not  only  by  the  difficulty  of  filling  up  the  loan  of  the 
next  year,  but  by  the  withholding  the  ordinary  supplies 
of  taxes,  which  is  said  to  have  taken  phce  in  some  io- 
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stancfes.  This  gives  apprebensioh  of  a  bankruptcy  dftcTer 
some  form  or  other,  and  has  occasioned  the  stocks  to^  fall 
in  the  most  alarming  manner.  The  second  circumstance 
is;  that  justice,  both  civil  and  criminal,  continues  suspended. 
The  Parliament  will  not  vesume  their  functions,  but  with 
the  whole  body,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  bail^g€s% 
decline  acting.  The  present  «rr^rannouhces  a  perseve- 
rance in  this  plan. 

I  am  informed  from  Algiers,  of  the  6th  "of  June,  that 
the  plague  is  raging  there  with  great  violence,  that  one 
of  our  captives  was  dead  of  it,  and  another  ill ;  so  that 
we  have  there,  in  all,  now  only  15  or  16  ;  that  th9  cap- 
tives are  more  exposed  to  its  rara^es  than  others  }  that 
the  great  redemptions  by  the  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  and 
Neapolitans,  and  the  havoc  made  by  the  pla^e,  had  now 
left  not  more  than  400  slaves  in  Algiers ;  so  that  their  re- 
demption was  not  only  become  exorbitant,  but  almost 
inadmissible ;  that  common  sailors  were  held  at  400 
pounds  sterling,  and  that  our  15  or  16  could  probably  not 
be  redeemed  for  less  than  from  25,000  to  30,000  dollars. 
An  Algerine  cruiser,  having  28  captives  of  Genoa  aboard, 
was  lately  chased  ashore  by  two  Neapolitan  vessels ;  the 
crew  and  captives  got  safe  ashore,  and  the  latter  of  course 
recovered  their  freedom.  The  Algerine  crew  was  well 
treated,  and  would  be  sent  back  by  the  French,  but  the* 
Government  of  Algiers  demand  of  France  60,000  sequins, 
or  27,000  pounds  sterting,  for  the  captives  escaped ; 
that  is,  nearly  1,000  pounds  each.  The  greater  part  of 
the  Regency  were  for  an  immediate  declaration  of 
war  against  France;  but  the  Dey  urged  the  heavy 
war  the  Turks  were  at  present  engaged  in  ;  that  it  would 
be  better  not  to  draw  another  power  on  them  at  present  ; 


440  THOlMAS  J£FFEIU9C^-J0HN  JAY. 

tbfti  they  would  dedioe  renewing  the  treaty  of  one  huo- 
dred  years,  which  expired  two  years  ago,  so  as  to  be  free 
t^  aet  hereafter ;  but  for  the  present,  they  ought  to  ac- 
cept payment  for  the  capture  i\8  a  satisfaction.  They 
accordingly  declared  to  the  French  Consul  that  they 
would  pnt  bian  and  all  his  oountrymen  into  irons,  unless 
the  sixty  thousand  sequins  were  paid.  The  consul  tdd 
liim  his  idstructions  were  positively  that  they  should  not 
,be  paid.  In  this  situation  stood  matters- between  that 
petti£3gging  nest  of  robbers  and  this  great  kingdom, 
whieb  will  finish,  probably,  by  crouching  under  them, 
and  paying  the  sixty  thousand  sequins.  From  the  per- 
,  sonal  charac^rs  of  the  present  admioistratiop,  I  should 
have  hoped,  under  any  other  situation  than  the  present, 
they  might  have  ventured  to  quit  the  beaten  track  of 
politics  hitherto  pursued,  in  which  the  honor  of  their  na- 
tion has  been  calculated  at  naught,  and  to  join  in  a  league 
for  keeping  up  a  perpetual  cruise  against  the  pirates, 
which,  though  a  slow  operation,  would  be  a  sure  one  for 
destroying  all  their  vessels  and  seamen,  and  tumiag  tiie 
re^t  of  them  to  agriculture.  But  a  desire  (^  not  bring- 
ing upon  them  another  difficulty  will  probably  induce 
the  Ministers  to  do  as  their  predecessors  have  done. 
The  encloeed  paper  of  this  morning  gives  some  particu- 
lars of  the  action  between  the  Russians  and  Swedes,  the 
manifesto  of  the  Empress,  and  the  declaration  of  the 
Court  of  Versailles  as  to  the  affitir  of  Trincomali. 
I  have  the  honor  tab^,  &c», 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 
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FHOM  JOHN  JAY  tO  THOMAS  JEFFEfiSON*^ 

Office  for  Poreigji  Affairs,     7 
November  25,  1788.3 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  dat^d  the  33d  September  last. 
It  mentioned  my  having  received  your  letters  of  4th, 
33d,  and  36th  May.  I  have  since  been  favored  with 
four  others,  vis.  39th  July,  and  3d,  10th,  and  11th 
August,  with  the  papers  mentioned  to  be  enclosed. 
They  have  not  been  laid  before  Congress,  although  I 
transmitted  them  to  the  President  for  that  purpose;  for 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  form  a  house  have 
not  since  convened.  The  members  present  have,  never- 
'  theless,  read  them.  The  occunrences  they  mention  are 
interesting,  and  your  attention  in  transmitting  them  gives 
pleasure.  The  circumstance  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter- 
book  and  account-^ook  bfeing  offered  to  you  for  sale,  is 
a  singular  one.  I  wish  you  had  purchased  them.  On 
this  subject,  I  cannot,  indeed,  give  you  any  instructions 
or  authority  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  advise  you,  in  express 
terms,  to  make  the  purchase.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
Congress  will  be  satisfied  with  it.  To  me,  it  appears  ex- 
pedient; and  the  same  opinion  prevails  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  who  have  read  your  letter. 

I  enclose  a  copy  ef  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  August  last, 
from  Mr.  Robert  Montgomery,  at  Alicant.  I  find  his 
letter  was  a  copy  ;  the  original  never  came  to  my  hands. 
The  facts  stated  in  this  letter  merit  attention,  and,  as  the 
business  it  alludes  to  is  in  your  dejpartment,  I  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  making  this  communication.  To 
me  it  appears  highly  probable  that  every  maritime  na- 


44d  THOMA&  SEPFESSKJN^imS  JAY. 

tioo  in  Europe  is  well  content  that  war  should  subsist 
between  Barbery  and  the  United  States,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  none  of  them  (except  perhaps  Spain,  for  parti- 
cular reasons)  will  really  aad  sincerely  promote  any 
measures  tending  to  the  establishment  of  peace  between 
u5«  If  this  be  so,  it  is  important  that  as  mocht  secrecy 
as  possible  should  be  observed  in  all  our  proceedings 
relative  to  that  olgect*  I  wish  the  Porte  could  be  sound- 
ed on  this  subject.  Overtures  for  a  treaty  from  us  to 
that  Court,  made  at  this  period,  would  probably  be 
grateful,  and  might  eventually  .terminate  all  our  dtffieol- 
ttes  with  Algiers,  &a,  especially  as  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco will  promote  it. 

Mucb  remains  to  be  done,  aad  much  to  be  attempted  ; 
but,  without  a  competent  Government  and  adequate  fi]nds> 
no  national  affairs  cap  be  well  managed.   '  - 

Mr.  Nesbit  will  deliver  this  letter  to  you,  and  you  will 
find  enclosed  with  it  one  directed  to  Mr.  Carmichad, 
and  there  is  in  it  a  cipher  for  him.  Be  so  oUiging, 
therefore,  as  to  keep  it  by  you,  and,  if  possible,  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  police,  until  you  can  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  sending  it  to  Urn  by  some  piprsoo  of  confidence. 

Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  expects  to  sail  in  tbe  same 
vessel  with  Mr.  Nesbit,  and  will  either  go  with,  or  soon 
follow,  him  to.Paris*  As  you  are  personally  acquainted 
with  this  gentleman,  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to 
introduce  him  to  you,  or  recommend  him  to  your  friendly 
attentions.  It  is  in  his  power  to  give  you  mimite  infor- 
mation on  majDy  interesting  sub^ts. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  regaid,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 

Parfe,  August  12,  1788. , 
Dear;  Sir, 
Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  .been  lionored  with  yours 
of  tbe  18tb  and  29th  of  May,  and  &th  of  June.  My 
latest  American  intelligence  is  of  the  24tb  of  June,  when 
nine  certainly,  ^od  probably  ten  States,  had  accepted 
the  new  constitution,  and  there  was  no  doubt  pf  tiie 
eleventh,  (North  Carolina})  because  tliere  was  no  oppo- 
sition there.  In  New  York,  twp-tbirds  of  the  State  were 
against  it,  and  certainly,. if  they  bad  been  called  to  the  de- 
cision in  any  other  stage  of  tbe  business,  they  wpold 
have  rejected  it ;  but  before  they  put  it  to  the  vote,  tbey 
would  certainly  have  heard  that  eleyen  States  had  joined 
in  it,  and  tbey  would  find  it  safer  to  go  with  those  deren, 
than  put  themselves  in  opposition,  with  Rhode  Island 
only.  Though  I  am  pleased  with  tbb  successful  issue  of 
the  new  constitution,  yet  I  am  more  so  to  find  that  one 
o(  its  principal  delects  (the  want  of  a  declaration  of 
rights)  will  pretty  certainly  be  remedied.  I  supf)06e 
this,  because  I  see  that  both  people  and  conventions,  in 
almost  every  State,  have  concurred  in  demanding  it. 
Another  defect,  tbe  ()erpetual  re-eligibility  of  th^  saipe 
President,  will  probat)ly  not  be  cured  ^during  the  life  of 
General  Washington*  His  merit  has  blinded  our  coun- 
trymen to  the  danger  of  making  so  important  an  ^eer  re- 
eligible.  I  presume  there  will  not  be  a  vote  a^inst  him 
in  the  United  States*  It  is  more  doubtful  who  will  be 
Vice  President.  The  age  of  Dn  Franklin,  and  the 
doubt  whether  he  would  accept  it,  are  tbe  only  ei«oum- 
stances  that  admit  a  questkni  b«t  that  be  wouU  i^  the 
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man.  After  these  two  characten  of  first  magnhudei 
there  are  so  many  which  present  themselves  equaHy,  on 
the  second  line,  that  we  cannot  see  which  of  them  will 
be  singled  out.  John  Adams,  Hancock,  Jay,  Madison, 
Rutledge,  will  be  all  voted  for.  Congress  has  acceded 
to  the  prayers  of  Kentucky  to  become  an  independent 
member  of  the  Union.  A  oonmiittee  was  occupied  in 
settling  the  plan  of  receiving  them,  and  their  Govern- 
ment is  to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  January  neit. 

You  are,  I  dare  say,  pleased,  as  1  am,'  with  the  pro- 
motion of  our  countryman,  Paul  Jones.  He  comrotnd- 
ed  the  right  wing  in  the  first  engagement  between  the 
Russian  and  Turkish  galleys ;  his  absence  from  the 
second  proves  his  superiority  over  the  Captain  Pacha, 
as  he  did  not  choose  to  bring  his  ships  into  the  shoals  in 
^hich  the  Pacha  ventured,  add  lost  those  intrusted  to 
him.  I  consider  this  officer  as  the  principal  hope  of  our 
future  efi^rts  on  the  ocean.  You  will  have  heard  of  the 
action  between  the  Swedes  and  Russians,  on  the  Baltic ; 
as  yet,  we  have  only  the  Swedish  version  of  it.  I  appre- 
hend this  war  must  catch  from  nation  to  nation,  till  it  be- 
comes general. 

With  respect  to  the  internal  afiairs  of  this  countr}%  I 
hope  they  will  be  finally  arranged,  and  without  having 
cost  a  drop  of  blood.  Looking  on  as  a  by-stander,  no 
otherwise  interested  than  as  entertaining  a  sincere  love 
for  the  nation  in  general,  and  a  wish  to  see  their  happi- 
ness promoted,  keeping  myself  clear  of  the  particular 
views  and  passions  of  individuals,  I  applaud  extremely 
the  patriotic  proceedings  of  the  present  Ministry.  Pro- 
vincial assemblies  established^  the  States  Greneral  called, 
the  right  of  taxing  the  nation'  without   their  consent 
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abamkiaed,  cmrvees  abolishMl,  torture  aboHsbed,  the  cri* 
miml  code  refiarmed,  are  facts  which  will  do  eternal  honor 
to  their  administration  in  bbtorj.  But  were  I  their  his- 
torian, I  should  not  equally  applaud  their  total  abandon- 
ment of  their  forei^  affairs.  A  bolder  front  in  the  be- 
ginning would  have  prevent^  the  first  loss,  and  conse- 
quently all  the  others.  jBfoUand,  Prussia,  Turkey,  and 
Sweden  lost)  without  tbe  acquisition  of  a  single  new  ally, 
are  pain&d  ieflectioi»  for  the  iHends  of  France*  They 
may»  indeed,  have  in  their  places  tb)  two  empires,  and 
perhaps  DoDinark ;  in  whicb  case,  physk^ally  spealdng, 
they  will  stand  on  as  good  ground  as  before  ;  but  hoc  oa 
as  good  moral  ground.  Perhaps,  seeing  more  of  the  in- 
ternal working  of  the  machine,  they  s^w  more  than  we 
do  iboTihyiuoal  impo^ftility  of  having  moray  to  can^  on 
a  war.  Their  justification  must  depend  on  this ;  and  their 
atimement,  on  the  iotfernal  good  they  ace  doing  to  their 
country :  tlus  makes  me  completely  their  friend.  . 
I  am,  with  great  respect^  Sir,  &c.y 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FEOM  THOMAS  JEFF£RSON  TO  JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  August  96, 1788. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  8d,  lOtb,  and 
11th  instant,  witb  a  postsoripi  of  the  12th  ;  all  of  which 
went  by  Mrs.  Barclay.  Since  that  date  vm  have  receiireid 
an  account  of  a  third  victory  obtained  by  tbe  Russians 
over  the  Tinks  on  the  Black  Sea,  in  which  the  Prince  of 
Nassau,  with  his  gaUeys,  destroyed  two  fr%AM^,  ^Aaeet 
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smailtfr  vessdS)  and  sm  galleys.    Tfat  Turrkiab  power  "on 
that  sea  is  reprosefvted  by  their  enerates  as  novr  aiii»bi- 
lated.    There  ia  reason  to  be&ve,  bowefvifK^  tbat  this  is 
not  Ikerally  true,  and  that  aided  by  the   soppUels  fcur- 
nidied  by^  the  En|^h^  tbey  are  raddng  extraordinary 
eifolrta  to  re^-establisli  their  marine.    The  Russian  Mhn»* 
tev  here  baa  shows  the  c^eial  report>  of  Admiral'  Ghre^, 
on  the  oomba€  of  July  lltb,  in  which  he  okims  the 
vielory,  aiMl  urges,  in  proof  of  it,  that  he  kept  the  6e)d 
of  battle.    His  report  is  said  to  faav^  been  \iiritten  tm  it. 
As  dus  paper,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Swedish 
Aidanival,  is  printed  in  the  Lejden  Gaaette  of  the  15th 
instant^  I  enolose  it  tt>  you.     The  Conrt  of  Deamtrk 
has  declared  it  will  furnish  to  Russia  the  aid  stipulated  in 
thetr  treaty ;  and  it  is  not  doubted  they  willgd  beyond 
this,  and  .beeoine  prioe^pds  m  the  war.    The  next  pro^ 
baUe  moves  are,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  wiU  sucoor 
Sweden  and  Poland  against  Robshi  by  land-;  and  a  possi* 
ble  consequence  is,  that  England  may  send  a*  squadron 
into  the  Baltic,  to  restore  the  equilibrium  in  that  sea.    In 
my  letter  of  the  11th,  I  observed  to  you  that  this  country 
would  have  two  difficulties  to  struggle  with  till  the  meet- 
ing of  their  States  General,  and  tliat  one  of  tHese  was 
the  want  of  money.     This  has,  in  fact,  overborne  ail 
their  resources,  and  the  day  before  yesterday  they  pub- 
lished an  arrity  suspending  all  reimbursements  of  capital, 
and^reduoing  the  payments  of  the  principal  mass  of  de- 
mands for  interefit  to  twelvf  sous  in  the  livre,  the  re- 
manung  mf^  sooa  ^  to  be  paid  with  cerfifieates.    I  en« 
close  y OK  a  j^wspaiper,  nath  the  arrti.    In  this  paper, 
you  wU  aee  the  ejtebaq^a  of  yesteaday ;  iind  I  have 
inaannd  ttaat  el  tbe^diy  befiMte,  to  abew  yoa  the  M. 
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The  eoMimtnutiGa  is  as  yet  too  great  to  ]et  us  judge  of 
the  issue*  It  will  probably  open  the  publie  mind  to  the 
Deoesstty  of  a  change  io  tbenr  consfitution,  and  to  the 
sid»nitttUi!g  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  whole  in  place 
of  a.  sin^  will,  by  which  they  have  been  hitherto  gov-^ 
erned.  It  is  a  rensarkable  proof  of  the  total  incompe** 
tency  of  a  single  head  to  govern  a  nation  well,  when, 
with  a  revenue  of  six  hundred  millions,  they  are  led  to  a 
declared  bankmptcy,  and  to  stop  the  wheels  of  govern- 
ment, even  in  its  most  es^ntial  movements,  for  want  of 
money. 

I  send  you  the  present  letter  by  a  private  convey- 
ance to  a  seaport,  in  hopes  a  conveyance  maybe,  found 
by  sogie  mercbaiit  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN   JAY. 

\        .  Paris,  (September  3,  1788. 

Sit,  ' 

By  Mrs.  Barclay,  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  le«« 
ters  of  .the  3d^  10th,  and  11th  of  August ;  stoce  which, 
I  wxpte  you  on-.the  30th  of  the  same  month,  by  a  casual 
conveyance,  as  i%  the  psssoit. 

In  my  letter  of  the  80th,.  ^  I  informed  yoo  of  the  act  of 
public  bankruptcy  which  had  taken  place  here.  The 
e^t  of  th)s  wo^ld  have  baen  a  fotced  loan  of  about 
one  hundred  and  ^igbty  milUons  of  livres  in  the  course 
of  the  present  and,  ^Oiiaing  year*  BtU  it  did  a»t  yiM  m 
sul^nt  immediate  relief    Tim  traaaury  becaoM  literal- 
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ly  moneyless,  aod  all, purposes  depending  on  this  mover 
came  to  a  staqd.  The  *  Archbishop  was  hereupon  re- 
moved, with  Monsieur  Laoibert,  the  Comptroller  Geo* 
eral,  and  M*  Neoker  was  .called  in  as  Dir^tor  General 
of  Finance.  To  soften  the  Aithbi^op's  disnusabn,  a 
Cardinal's  hat  is  asked  for  him  at  Rome,  and  his  nephew 
promised  the  succession  to  the .  Archbishopffic  of  Sens. 
The  public  joy  on  this  change  of  admiobtration  was  very 
grei^t  indeed*  The  people  of  Paris  were  i^musii^  them- 
selves with  trying  aqd  bjurning  the  Archbishop  in  effigy^ 
and  rejoicing  on  the  appointment  of  M.  Necker.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  city  guards  underiook  to  for- 
bid this,  and,  not  being  obeyed,  he  charged  the  mob  with 
fixed  bayonets,  killed  two  or  three,  and  wounded  maiiy. 
This  stopped  their  rejoicing  for  that  day,  but,  enraged  at 
being  thus  obstructed  in  amusements  wherein  they  had 
committed  no  disorder  whatever,  they  collected  in  great 
numbers  the  next  day,  attacked  the  guards  in  various 
places,  burnt  ten  or  twelve  guard-houses,  killed  two  or  three 
guards,  and  had  about  six  or  eight  of  their  own  number 
killed.  The  city  was  hereupon  put  under  martial  law, 
and  after  a  while  the  tumult  subsided  and  peace  was  re- 
stored. The  publb  stocks  rose  ten  per  cent., on  the  day 
of  M.  JVecker's  appointment ;  he  was  imme^iatdy  offer- 
ed <x>nsiderable  sums  of  money,  and  has  b^en  able  so  iiir 
to  waive  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  bankruptcy,  as  to  pay, 
in  cash,  all  demands  except  the  remomr^Hiteni  des 
ca^tmx.  For  these,  and  for  a  sure  supply  of  olher 
warns,  he  will  depend  on  the  States  General,  and  will 
hasten  their  meeting,  as  is  thought.  No  other  change 
has  yet  taken  place  in  the  administrntion.  The  Alinistet 
of  War,  however,  aunt  cenmnly  felloe  his  brother,  and 
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same  tbiQk  (and  all^  wish)  that  Moomeur  de  Lamoignon, 
the  Qard^  des  Sceanw^  may  go  out  also.  The  administra- 
tioB  *  of  justice  is  still  suspended.  The  whole  kingdom 
seems  tranquil  at  this  moment. 

Abroad,  no  event  worth  noticing  has  taken  place  since 
iny  last.  The  Court  of  Denmark  has  not  declared  it 
will  do  any  thing  more  than  furnish  the  stipulated  aid  to 
Russia.  The  King  of  Prussia  has,  as  yet,  made  no 
move  which  may  decide  whether  he  will  engage  in  the 
war,  nor  has  England  sent  any  sqi;^dron  into  the  Baltic. 
As  the  season  for  action  is  considerably  passed  over,  ir  is 
become  more  doubtful  whether  any  other  power  will  en- 
ter the  list  till  the  next  campaign.  This  will  give  time 
for  stopping  the  further  progress  of  the  war,  if  they  real- 
}y  wish  to  stop  it.  Two  camp?,  of  twenty-6ve  thousand 
mea,  each,  are  forming  in  this  country,  on  its  northern 
limits.  The  Prince  of  Con  d  has  thp  command  of  one^ 
and  tlie  Duke  de.  Broglke  of  the  other. 

1  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  letter*"  from  a  Henry 
Watson,  claiming  prize  moneys,  as  having  served  under 
Admiral  Paul  JonOs,  which  I  suppose  st^ould  go  to  the 
Treasury  or  War  Office.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFEEISON. 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN    JXX. 

Paris,.  September  6,  1788. 
Sir, 
1  wrote  you  on  the  3d  instant,  and  have  this  day  re- 
ceived Mr.  Remsen's  favor  of  July  25th,  written  during 

*  Sent  to  {be  Board  df  Treasury  25th  February,  1789. 
Vol.  III.— 29 
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yoor  absence  at  Pougtikeepsie,  and  enclosing  the  rati- 
fication of  the  loan  of  a  million  of  florins,  for  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  contracted  bonds  at  Amsterdam  in  March 
last.  The  expediency  of  that  loan  resulting  from  an  esti- 
mate made  by  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  and  that  estimate 
Iriving  been  laid  before  Congress,  their  ratification  of  tlie 
loan  induces  a  presumption  that  they  will  appropriate  the 
money  to  the  objects  of  the  estimate.  I  am  in  hopes, 
therefore,  that  orders  are  given  by  the  Treasury  Board 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  loans  at  Amsterdam,  to  ap- 
ply these  moneys  accordingly ;  and  especially  to  fumisb, 
as  soon  as  they  shall  have  it,  what  may  he  necessaiy  fcr 
the  redemption  of  our  captives  at  Algiers,  which  is  a 
pressing  call.  I  am  not  without  anxiety,  however,  on  this 
'  subject,  because,  in  a  letter  of  July  22d,  received  this 
day  from  the  Treasury  Board,  they  say  nothing  on  tb&t 
subject,  nor  on  the  arrearages  of  the  foreign  officers. 
They  enclose  me  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  18th  t)f 
•July,  for  sending  to  the  Treasury  Board  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  ofiice  of  foreign  accounts.  I  shall  accord- 
ingly put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  person  who  goes  from 
Paris  to-morrow  morning,  by  the  way  of  Havre,  to  Ame- 
rica ;  and  shall  end^vor  to  prevail  on  him  to  attend  them 
from  the  place  of  his  landing  to  New  York,  that  the 
Board  may  receive  them  from  the  hand  which  receives 
them  from  me. 

The  establishment  of  the  Parliaments,  and  revocation 
of  every  thing  which  was  done  on  the  8th  of  May,  are  ex- 
petted  toiake  place  in  three  or  four  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON^ 
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FH&Q9  TH^StAS  imtFM9MQ^  T0  ^OttK  JAY. 

Paris,  September  24,  1788. 
Sir, 
Understan^ng  ilmt  tiie  vessel  is  not  yet  sailed  from 
Havre,  which  is  to  carry  my  letters  of  the  3d  and  8th 
instant,  I  dm  in  hopes  you  will  receive  the  present  with 
item, 

^  'Phe  Fiiissian  accounts  of  their  victories  on  the  Bhcic 
Sea  must  have  been  greatly  exaggerated .  According 
to  these,  the  Captain  Pacha'^s  fleet  was  annihilated. 
Yet  themselves  have  lately  brought  him  on  the  stage 
again,  with  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  in  oriler  to  obtain 
anothefr  victory  ©ver  him.  I  believe  tlye  truth  td  be, 
that  he  has  suffered  some  checks,  (of  what  magnitude  it 
is  impossible  to  say,  where  one  side  alone  is  heard,)  afctd 
that  he  is  stiH  master  of  that  sea.  He  has  relieted 
Ociakow,  which  slBl  holds  out ;  'Choczim,  also,  is  still 
untaken  ;  and  the  Emperor's  situation  is  apprelieoded  to 
to  load.  He  spun  his-  army  into  a  long  cord,  toccrt^r 
several  hundred  miles  6f  frontier,  which  put  it  into  the 
power  of  the  T-urks  to  attack  with  their  whole  force 
•  Wherever  they  pleased.  Laudon,  now  called  to  head  tRe 
Imperial  army,  is  endeavoring  to  collect  it.  JBut,  in  the 
mean  tiifte,  the  campaign  is  drawing  to  a  close  ;  rt  has 
been  wors6  than  fruitless.  The  resistance  of -Russia  1o 
'lSw«deft  had  been  soccessftil '  in  every  pbint,  by^  sea  and 
food*  This,  with  the  irii^rfei^hce  of  Denmark,  and  tfte 
discontent  of  the  Swedish  fiation  at  the  breach  of  \hh\r 
constitution,  by  the  King*«  undertaking'  an  offensive  war 
without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  obliged  him  to 
withdraw  his  attacks  by  land,  and  to  express  a  wilii^- 
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ness  for  peace.     One-third  of  liis  officers  have  refused  to 
serve.    ^EkigUnd  and  Prussia  httve  oflfered  their  mediatioD 
between  Sweden  and  Russia,  in  such  equivocal  terms  as 
to  leave  themselves  at  libei*ty  to  say  it  was  aB  offer,  or 
.  wa:8  not,  jiust  as  it  shall  sait  them.     Denmark  is  asking  the 
couDter-ofier  of  mediation  fipm  this  Court.  .  If  England 
and  Prussia  make  a  peace  .effectually  in  the  north,  (which 
it  is  absolutely  in  their  power  to  do,)  it  will  be  a  proof 
^  they  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  war.     If  they  do  not 
impose  a  peace,  I  should  suspect  they  mean  to  engine 
themselves ;  as  one  can  ha^ly  suppose  thiey  would  let 
the  war,  go  on  in  its  present  ibrm,  wherein  Sweden  must 
be  crushed  between  Russia  and  Denmark. 
'  The  Garde  de$  Sceanx,  M.  de  Lamoi^non,  was  dis- 
j misled  the  i4th  mstant,  and  M.  de  Barentin  is  appointed 
*  in  bis  room..  The  Deputies  of  Brittany  are  released  £t>m 
{ tbe  Bastile,  and  M.  d'Epremesnil  and  H.  Sabatier  recftlted 
I  from  their  confinement.    The  Parliament  is  not  yet  rein- 
stated,, but  it  is  confidently  said  it  wUl  be  ttis  week.   The 
.  ^^9cks  continue  lowland  the  Treasury  under  a  hard  strug- 
,gte  to  keep  the  Qovernmeot  in  oaotion.    It  is  believed 
the  meeting  of  the  States  Greperal  will  be  as  emrlyas  Jan- 
eary — ^rhaps  Deqember.    I  have  received  a  duplicate 
of  the  ratification  of  the  lo^n  of  l'!^  by  Congress^  a^d 
.  ajdnplica^e  of  a  letter  pf  July  38d  from  the  Treasury 
Board  on  another  subject,  but  none  on  that  of  the  cap- 
:  tjyes  or  foreign,  officers.    I  sa{^ose  some  cause  of  dsfaiy 
.  mustJiave  intervened  between  the  ntti^ation  of  CongieiB, 
^  ^  ^hc^  cqnseqqent  orders  of  the  IVeastiry  Beard. 
.  ,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic., 

.     TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FKOM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO     THE    COM&TISSIONERS     or 
THE   TREASURY. 

Paris,  Septeinber  6,  1788. 
CrgDtlemen, 
Your  favor  of  July  the  3d  came  to  hand  some  days 
ago,  and  that  of  July  the  2dd  in  the  afternoon  of  yes-  - 
terday.     Knowing  that  a  Mr.  Vannet  was  to  leave  Paris 
this  morning  to  go  to  Virginia,  hi  a  vessel  bound  from 
Havre  to  Potomac,  I  have  engaged  him  to  receive  the 
papers -which  are  tlie  subject  of  those  letters;  ro  take' 
care  of  them  from  thence  to  Havre^  and  on  the  voyage :  • 
and  when  he  shall  hav6  arrived  in  Potomac,  instead  of 
going  directly  to  Richmond,  as  he  intended,  he  will  pro- ' 
eeed  with  them  himself  to  New  York.     I  shall  pay  here  ' 
all  expenses  to  their  ddrvery  at  the  ship's  side  in  Ameri-  ' 
ca,  freight  included ;  unless,  perhaps,  he  may  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  another  covering  over  them,  if  he  should 
not  be  able  to  get  them  into  the  cabin  ;  in  this  case,  yoo 
will  hav6  to  reimburse  him  for  that.     I  engage  to  him 
that  you  shall   pay   him   their  transportation   from  the 
ship's  side  to  New  York,  and  his  own  reasonable  expenses 
from  the  place  of  his  landing  to  New  York,  and  back 
to  the  place  of  landing.     As  he  takes  that  journey  for ' 
this  object  only,  it  would  be  reasonable  that  you  give 
him  some  gratuity  for  his  time  and  trouble,  and  I  sup-  ^ 
pose  it  would  be  accepted  by  him  ;  but  I  have  made  no ' 
agreement  for  this.    The  papers  are  contained  in  a  large 
box  and  a  trunk.     They  were  sent  here  by  Mr.  Ast, 
during  my  absence  in  Holland.     When  they  arrived  at 
the  gates  of  Paris,  the  officers  of  the  customs  opened 
the  trunk,  to  see  whether  it  contained  dutiable  articles ; ' 
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but  finding  only  books  and  papers,  they  concluded  the 
contents  of  the  box  to  be  of  the  same  nature,  and  did 
not  open  that ;  you  receive  it,  therefore,  as  it  came  ffom 
the  bands  of  Mr.  Ast.  A  small  trunk,  which  came  as  a 
third  package  from  Mr.  Ast,  and  which  has  never  been 
opened,  I  have  put  into  the  great  trunk,  without  displac- 
ing, or  ever  havinj  touched  a  sin^e  paper,  except  as  (ar 
as  was  necessary  to  make  room:for  that*  I  shall  have  the 
ivhole  corded  and  plumbed  by  the  custom-hoose  here, 
not  only  to  prevent  their  being  opened  at  tte  custom* 
house  on  the  road,  and  at  the  port  of  export^oa,  but  to 
prove  to  you  whether  they  shall  have  been  opened  by 
any  body  else,  after  going  out  of  my  hands.  If  the 
stamp  leads  are  entire,  and  the  cords  uncut,  when  you 
receive  them,  you  will  be  sure  they  bate  not  been  open- 
ed ;  they  will  be  wrapped  in  oil-cloth  here,  to  guard  ibem 
against  the  damps  of  the  sea ;  and,  as  I  noendoned  before, 
Mr.  Vannet  will  put  them  under  another  covering,  if  he 
finds  it  necessary,  at  Havre. 

At  the  same  time  with  yo^r  last  letter,  I  received 
from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs  the  ratifi^tion  of  Con- 
gress of  the  loan  of  1788,  for  another  million  of  guilders. 
As  the  necessity  of  this  loan  resulted  from  the  estimate 
inade  by  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  which  estimate  was 
laici  before  Congress,  t  suppose  their  ratification  of  the 
loan  implies  that  of  the  estimate.  Cbe  article  of  this 
was  for .  the  redemption  of  our  captives  at  Algiers. 
Though  your  letter  says  nothing  on  this  subject,  I  am  in 
hopes  you  have  ,.sent  orders  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
loans  at  Amsterdam  to  furnish,  as  sooii  as  they  shall  have 
it^  what  may  be  necessary  for  this  pressing  <^.  So  afoo 
for.ihe  foreign  officers.     If  the  ratification  of  ifae  loan 


DIPI/^fATIC  CQR&ESPONDENC&  46g 

has  beeo  made  by  Coagress,  with  a  view  to  fulfil  the  ^h^ 
jects  of  the  estimate,  a  general  order  from  you  to  the 
commissioaers  of  the  loans  at  Amsterdam,  to  pay  the 
mooeyii  from  time  to  time,  according  to  that  estimate,  or 
to  such  other  as  you  shall  furnish  them  wi(^,  might  save 
the  trouble  of  particular  orders  on  every  single  occasion, 
and  the  disappoiotments  arising  from  the  deUy  or  mis- 
carriage of  siK;h  orders ;  but  it  is  for  you  to  decide  on  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH :  JEFFERSON, 

FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  November  14,  1788. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  December  2lst,  1787,  I  had  the  hon- 
or of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  two  favors  of 
July  27th,  1787,  which  had  come  to  my  hands  Decem- 
ber l9th,  and  brought  wich  them  my  full  powers  for 
treating  on  the  subject  of  the  Consular  Convention. 
Being  then  much  engaged  in  getting  forward  the  arret 
which  came  out  the  29th  of  December,  and  willing  to 
have  some  interval  between  that  act  and  the  solicitation 
of  a  reconsideration  of  our  Consular  Convention,  I  Had 
declined  mentioning  it  for  some  time,  and  was  just  about 
to  bring  it  on  the  carpet,  when  it  became  necessary  for 
me  to  go  to  Amsterdam.  Immediately  after  my  return, 
which  was  about  the  last  of  April,  I  introduced  the  sub- 
jeot  to  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  and  have  followed  it 
unremittingly  from  that  time.  The  office  of  Marine,  as 
well  as  that  of  Foreign  Affairs,  being  to  be  consulted  in 
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all  the  stages  of  the  negotiation,  has  protracted  its  coC' 
elusion  till  this  time.  It  is,  at  length,  signed  this  day, 
^nd  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  the  original  for  the 
ratification  of  Congress.  The  principal  changes  efiected 
are  the  following : 

The  clauses  of  the  convention  of  1784,  cbthing  Con- 
suls with  the  privileges  of  the  law  of  nations,  are  struck 
out,  and  they  are  expressly  subjected,  in  their  persons 
and  property,  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

That  giving  the  right  of  sanctuary  to  their  houses,  is 
reduced  to  a  protection  of  their  chancery-room  and  its 
papers. 

Their  coercive  powers  over  passengers  are  taken  away ; 
and  over  those  whom  they  might  have  termed  deserters 
of  tlieir  nation,  are  restrained  to  deserted  seamen  only. 

The  clause  allowing  them  to  arrest  and  send  back  ves- 
sels, is  struck  out ;  and,  instead  of  it,  they  are  allowed  to 
exercise  a  police  over  the  ships  of  their  nation  generally. 

So  is  that  which  declared  the  indelibility  of  the  char- 
acter of  subject,  and  the  explanation*  and  intention  of  the 
11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity. 

The  innovations  in  the  laws  of  evidence  are  done 
away. 

And  the  convention  is  limited  to  twelve  years  du- 
ration. 

Convinced  that  the  fewer  examples  the  better,  of 
either  persons  or  causes  inamenable  to  the  laws  of  the 
land.  I  could  have  wished  still  more  had  been  done ;  but 
more  could  not  be  done  with  good-humor.  The  exten- 
sions of  authority,  given  by  the  convention  of  1784, 
were  so  homogeneous  with  the  spirit  of  this  Government, 
that  they  were  prized  here.     Monsieur  de  Rayneval  has 
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had  tbci  priocipal  charge  of  arranging  this  instrument 
wifhme;  and,  in  justice  to  him,  I  most  say  I  could  not 
have  desired  more  reasonable  and  friendly  dispositions 
than  he  demonstrated  through  the  whole  of  it. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  several  schemes  successively  pro- 
posed between  us,  together  with  copies  of  the  written  ob- 
servations given  in  with  them,  and  which  served  as  texts 
of  discussion  in  our  personal  conferences.  They  may  serve 
as  a  commentary  on  any  paissage  which  may  need  it, 
either  now  or  hereafter,  and  as  a  history  how  any  particu- 
lar passage  comes  to  stand  as  it  does.  No.  1,  is  the 
convention  of  1784 ;  No.  2,  is  my  first  scheme ;  No.  3, 
theirs,  in  answer  to  it ;  No.  4,  my  next,  which  brought 
us  so  near  together,  that,  in  a  conference  on  that,  we  ar- 
ranged it  in  the  form  m  which  it  has  been  signed.  I  add 
No.  5,  the  copy  of  a  translation  which  I  have  put  into 
their  hands,  with  a  request  that  if  they  find  any  passages 
in  which  the  sense  of  the  onginal  is  not  faithfully  ren- 
dered, they  will  point  them  out  to  me ;  otherwise,  we 
m^y  consider  it  as  having  their  approbation.  This,  and 
the  convention  of  1784,  (marked  No.  1,)  are  placed 
side  by  side,  so  as  to  present  to  the  eye,  with  less  trou- 
ble, the  changes  made ;  and  I  enclose  a  number  of  print- 
ed copies  of  them,  for  the  use  of  the  members  who  will 
have  to  decide  on  the  ratification.  It  is  desirable  that 
the  ratification  should  be  sent  here  for  exchange  as  soon 
as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  consular  appointments,  it  is  a  duty 
on  me  to  add  some  observations  which  my  situation  here 
has  enabled  me  to  make.  I  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of 
1784,  that  Congress,  harassed  by  multiplied  applica- 
tions from  foreigners,  (of  whom  nothing  was  known  but 
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on  ibeir  own  infonnatioo,  or  on  tbat  protb^cs  as  unknowo 
a9  tbemsolves,)  came  to  a  resolution  that  the  interest  erf 
America  would  not  permit  the  naming  any  person  not  a 
citizen  to  the  office  of  Consul,  Vice  Consul,  Agent,  or 
CoBUBissary ;  this  was  intended  as  a  general  answer  to 
tbat  swarm  of  foreign  pretenders.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  will  be  best  still  to  preserve  a  part  of  this  regu- 
lation. Naiivt  cituseas,  on  Several  valuable  accounts,  are 
preferable  to  aliens,  and  to  citizens  alien  born.  They  pos*- 
ses^  our  language ;  know  our  laws,  customs,  and  commeice ; 
have  generally  acquaintance  in  the  United  States;  give  bet- 
ter satisfaction,  and  are  more  to  be  relied  on  in  tbe  point 
of 'fidelity.  Their  disadvantages  are  an  imperfect  ac^ 
qusuntance  with  tbe  language  of  this  country,  and  an  ig- 
norance of  the  organization  of  its  judicial  apd  executive 
powers,  and  consequent  awkwardness  whenever  applica- 
cation  to  either  of  these  is  necessary,  as  it  frequently  is« 
But  it  happens  that,  in  some  of  the  principal  ports  (^ 
France,  there' is  not  a  single  American,  (as  in  MaseiUes, 
L'Orient,  and  Havre  ;)  in  others  but  one,  (as  in  Nantes 
and  Rouen ;)  and  in  Bordeaux,  only  two  or  three.  For^ 
tunately  for  the  present  moment,  most  of  those  are  wor- 
thy of  appointments.  But  we  sliould  look  forward  to 
future  times,  when  there  may  happen  to  be  no  native 
Qititcens  in  a  port,  but  such  as,  being  bankrupt,  have  tal^en 
asylum  in  France  from  their  creditors,  or  young  epheme- 
ral adventurers  in  commerce,  without  substance  or  con- 
duct, or  other  descriptions,  wbicb  might  disgrace  tbe  con- 
sular office,  without  protecting  our  commerce.  To  avail 
ourselves  of  our  good  neihe  ciiizetu,  when  we  have  one 
in  a  port,  and,  when  there  are  none,  to  have  yet  some  per- 
son to  attend  to  our  affiiirs,  it  appears  to  me  advisable 
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to  declare,  by  a  staodiog  law,  tiat  no  person  but  a  nathne 
ciimen  shall  be  capable  of  the  office  of  Consul ;  and 
ihal  the  CoqsmI's  presence  io  bis  port  should  stipend  for 
the  tt^cie  the  fuoctioDs  of  the  Vice  Consul.  This  is  the 
rule  of  1784,  restrained  ta  the  office  of  Consul  ^nd  to 
no^m  diixens.  The  estaUisbtog  this  by  a  standing  kw 
will  guard  against  the  effect  of  particular  appHoations, 
and  will  shut  the  door  against  such  applications  as  will 
otb^rwitfe  be  numerous.  This  done,  the  office  of  Vice 
Coo3nl  may  be  giiren  to  (he  besc  subject  in  the  port, 
whether  citizen  or  $lien ;  and  that  of  Coi»ol  be  kept 
open  for  any  native  citizens  of  superior  qualifications,  who 
might  Qome  afterward^  to  esublisb  themselves  in  the  pent. 
T|ie  functions  of  the  Vice  Consul  wdnld  becoo^  dor* 
mant  during  the  presence  of  his  principal,  come  into  ac- 
tivity again  on  his  departure,  and  thus  spare  us  and  them 
the  painful  operation  of  revoking  and  reviving  their  com-* 
missions  perpetually.  Add  to  this,  that  during  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Consul,  the  Vice  Consul  would  not  be 
merely  useless,  but  would  .be  a  valuable  coimsellor  to  bis 
principal,  new  in  (^ce,  the  language,  laws,  and  customs 
of  the  country.  Every  Consul  and-  Vice  Consul  should 
be  restrained  in  his  jurisdiction  to  the  post  for  which  he 
'is  named,  and  the  territory  nearer  to  that  than  to  any 
other  Consular  or  Vice  Consular  poit ;  and  no  idea  per- 
mitted to  arise  that  the  grade  of  Consul  -^ves  a  right  to 
any  authority  whatever  over  a  Vice  Consul,  or  draws  oa 
it  any  dependance. 

To  these  general  iaots  aed  obieryttions,  I  wiU  add 
some  loeal|  and  of  tbe  present  onmient. 

Marseilles. — ^Tliere  k  no  native.  Stephen  Catbakn, 
the  father,  baa  bad  the  agctocy,  by  apf^iatment  eitb^  of 
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Doctor  Fianklio  or  Blr.  Baroky.  Bat  his  sod,  c^  the 
same  name,  has  solely  done  the  duties,  and  b  best  cap^ 
ble  of  them.  He  speaks  our  language  perfectly,  is  &- 
mifiar  with  our  customs,  (having  lived  in  a  couflting- 
boose  in  London,)  is  sensible,  active,  and  sdid  in  his  cir- 
cumstances. Both  the  port  and  person  merit  a  Vice 
Consttkte. 

Bordeaux. — Mr.  John  Bondfield,  a  native  citizen, 
has  hitherto  acted  by  appointment  from  Doctor  Frank- 
lin ;  he  is  well  known  in  America,  is  of  a  higher  degree 
of  informauon  than  b  usually  to  be  found,  and  unexcep- 
tionable in  every  point  of  view.  Hb  circumstances, 
indeed,  have,  at  one  time,  been  perplexed ;  but  I  sup- 
pose them  to  be  otherwise  now.  He  b  likely  to  remain 
long  at  Bordeaux,  and  is  so  much  respected,  that  we 
camiot  expect  a  better  subject  there.  I  think  him  pro- 
per for  a  €onsular  cominission. 

Nantes.-^Yfe  have  but  one  native  citizen  there,  Mr. 
Burrell  Games,  who  has  acted  by  appointment  from  Mr. 
Barclay,  and  acted  well,  as  far  as  T  am  able  to  judge. 
He  is  young,  and  beginning  business  only ;  would  be 
proper  for  the  Vice  Consulate  at  present,  and  for  the 
Consulate  when  time  shall  have  added  experience  and 
(nrmestablbbment  to  his  present  qualifications. 

V  Orient.— 'No  citizen  at  all.  Mr.  Loreilhe,  a  French- 
man, and  very  worthy  man,  acted  for  some  time ;  but, 
faiKng^in  hb  affiirs,  he  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Bordeaux.  After  that,  I  wrote  occasionally  to  Wilt 
and  Delmestre;  bat  they,  too,  are  become  bankrupt. 
There  is  lately  gone  there  from  Paris  a  Mobneur  Yemes, 
an  uncommonly  sensible,  welt-informed  man,  speak- 
ing otir  language  well,  connected  in  commerce  with  the 
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wealtliy  house  of  Berard  &:  Co.^  and  particularly  en- 
gaged in  the  American  comirierce.  I  ^opp()se  him  proper 
for  a  Vice  Consulate. 

Havre. — ^There  is  no  native.  M.  Andr6  Limozin 
has  acted  by  appointment  of  Doctor  Fi^nklin.  He  is  a 
very  solid  merchant,  speaks  and  writes  our  language,  is 
sensible,  experienced,  and  very  zealous.  His  services 
hitherto  have  been  so  assiduous,  as  to  entitle  him  to  the 
Vice  Consulate,  in  preference  to  any  other  person  in  that 
port. 

Ronen. — ^There  is  but  one  citizen  there,  Mr.  Thomas 
Appleton,  sen  of  Nathaniel  Appleton,*  of  Boston.  He 
is  young,  and  just  beginning  business.  He  is  sensible, 
aetive,  and  fit  for  the  Vice  Consulate,  with  a  view  to 
tbe  Consulate  at  some  future  day,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Games. 

Tbe  preceding  are  the  only  ports  worthy  of  either 
Consular  or  Vice  Consular  establishment.  To  multiply, 
would  be  to  degrade  them,  and  excite  jealousy  in  the 
Government.  At  the  following  I  should  suppose  Agents 
sufficient. 

Dunkirk. — Francis  Coffin,  an  American,  and  good 
man;  appointed  by  Doctor  Franklin. 

JWe|?pe.-— M.  Cavalier,  a  Frenchman,  appointed  by 
Mr.  Barclay. 

Bay&nne. — Louis  Alexander  has  meddled  for  us  of  his 
own  accord ;  I  know  neither  good  nor  harm  of  him.  He 
writes  a  broken  Englbfa,  but  I  do  not  know  if  he  speaks 
tbe  language.  Though  a  free  port,  there  had  entered 
there  but  one  or  two  ships  froon  the  peace  to  the  autumn 
•  of  1787.    I  have  no  account  since. 

OsiTe* — Nididh»  Oiifannird,  named  by  Doetor  iFrank- 
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]b.  He  is  of  the  mercantile  bou^  of  Guirrard  and 
Portas.  I  saw  one  of  the  partners  while  at  Celte,  who 
spoke  English  well,  b  fanailiar  with  Englbh  usageain 
comnpi^roe,  is  sensible,  and  has  the  appearance  of  being  a 
good  man*  But  I  do  not  recollect  whether  the  person  I 
describe  was  Guirrard  or  Portas.  The  other  partner  does 
not  speak  English.  Mr.  Barclay  can  probably  fix  this 
uncertainty,  as  well  as  give  fuller  infbrnaation  on  aH  the 
other  persons  named.  This  one,  whichever  he  be,  is 
fittest  for  the  agency. 

Besides  these^  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  recommend- 
tog  the  appQintment  of  Agents  at  Toukm,  Roobefort, 
Brest,  and  Cherbourg,  merely  for  the  purposes  of  intelS- 
gence.  They  are  King's  ports,  and  it  is  in  them  that  the 
symptoms  of  a  maritime  war  will  always  first  show  them- 
selves. Sue))  a  correspondence,  therefore,  will  be  always 
proper  for  your  Minister  here,  and,  in  general,  tlm  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls  sliould  be  instructed  to  correspond 
with  him  for  his  iiiformatbn.  It  d^es  not  appf^ar  to  me 
proper  that  he  should  bave  any  power  of  namiqg  or  re- 
moving them :  it  might  lead  to  abuse. 

It  is  now  proper  I  should  give  soi:Qe  account  of  the 
state  of  our  dispute  with  Scbweighaoser  &  Dobree.  In 
the  conversati(»i  I  had  with  Efobr  e,  at  Mantes,  be  ap- 
peared to  think  so  rationally  on  this  su^p^t,  that  I 
thought  tliere  would  be  no  cKfficulty  in  aeeommo- 
datiQg  it  with  him,  and  I  wished  rather  to  settle  it  by  ac- 
commodation tkio  to  apply  to  thb  Afinipter*  I  aftc^- 
w«rds  had  it  intimated  to  him,  throi^h  the  niedium  of 
9lr^  Games,  that  I  had  it  iiii^^  t(x  prc^poae  a  rdfeieiiee 
to  arbitrators.  He  expr^s^d  a  ^di^r(U  cclncgrrenee  in 
it»    I  i^er^tvpop  tBAde  the  pfOfiosiiioii  to  ^  foKdaUy, 
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by  letter,  meDtroning  particularly  that  we  would  choose 
our  arbitrators  of  some  Beutral  nation,  and  of  preference 
from  among  the  Dutch  refugees  here.  I  was  surprised 
to  recefve  an  answer  from  him,  wherein,  after  expressing 
hispwn  readiness  to  accede  to  this  proposition,  he  added, 
that  on  consulting  Mr.  Fuchelberg,  he  had  declined  it ; 
nev<*rtheless,  he  wished  a  fuller  explanation  from  me,  as 
to  the  subjects  to  be  submitted  to  arbitration.  I  gave 
him  that  explanation,  and  he  answered,  finally,  that  Mr. 
Puchelberg  refused  all  accommodation,  and  insisted  that 
the  matter  should  be  decided  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
country.  Accommodation  being  at  an  end,  I  wrote  to 
Mon3ieur  de  Montmorin,  and  insisted  on  the  usage  of 
nations,  which  does  not  permit  the  effects  of  one  Sove- 
reign to  be  seized  in  the  territories  of  another,  and 
subjected  to  judiciary  decision  there.  I  am  promised 
that  the  stores  shall  be  delivered ;  but  the  necessary 
formalities  will  occasion  some  delay.  The  King  being 
authorized  to  call  ^11  causes  before  hiniself,  tmrs  will  be 
evoked  from  the  tribunals  where  it  is,,  and  will  be  ended 
by  an  order  to  deliver  up  the  stores  arrested,  leaving  it 
to  the  justice  of  Congress  to  do  afterwards  what  is  right 
as  to  the  demand  of  Schweigbsfuser  &  Dobr^e.  I  wish 
I  could  receive  instructions  what  to  do  with  the  stores 
when  delivered.  Tlie  arms  had  certainly  better  be  sent 
to  America,  as  tbey  are  good,  and  yet  will  sell  liere  for 
little  or  nothing.  The  gun-stocks  and  old  iron  had  bet- 
ter iie  sok)  here.  But  what  should  be  done  with  the 
anchors?  Being  thoroughly  persuaded  that  Congress 
wish  that  substantial  justice  should  be  done  to  Schweig- 
bauser  &  Dobree,  I  shall,  after  the  stores  are  secured,  iis- 
pe^t  my  proposition  of  arbitratioii  to  Ybem^     l(  ihey  then 
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refuse  it,  I  shall  returq  all  the  papers  to  America,  and 
consider  my  powers  for  settliog  this  matter  as  at  ao  ead. 

I  have  received  no  answer  yet  from  Denmark,  on  the 
subject  of  the  prices  ;  nor  do  I  know  whether  to  ascribe 
this  silence  to  an  intention  to  evade  the  demand,  or  to 
die  multitude. of  afiairs  they  have  had  on  their  hands 
lately.  Patience  seems  to,  be  prudence  in  this  case  ;  to 
indispose  them  would  do  no  good,  and  might  do  harm. 
I  shall  write  again  soon,  if  no  answer  be  received ;  in  the 
mean  time, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee, 

TH:  JEFFERSON- 


Translation. 

FIRST    FORM   PROPOSED    ON   TfiE   PART    OF    THE    UNITED 
STATES. 

Converuian  between  his  Most  Christian  Megesty  and  i&e 
United  States  of  America,  for  thepui^pose  of  deter ' 
mining  and  fixing  the  functions  and  prerogatives  oj 
their  respective   Consuls^  Vice   Co^svlsy  Agents^  and 
Chmmissarics. 
.    His  IVIajesty  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  the  United 
Stale*  of  America,  having,  by  the  29th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  fimity  and  commerce  concluded  between  tliem,  mu- 
tually granted  the  liberty  of  having,  in  their  respective 
States  and  ports.  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agent%  and 
Commissaries  ;  and  being  willing^  is  consequence  thereof, 
to  determine  and  fix,  in  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  man- 
ner,  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  the  said  Consuls,  Vice 
CoQiiib>  Agents,  and,  C<naiBi«Baries ;  bis  Most  Christian 


DIPLOMATIC  OORRESPONpENOSL  465 

Majesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur ^^,  aqd  the  United 

States  of  America  have  nominated  — — ^,  who,  after 
having  commtmicated  to  each  other  their  pespective  fbll 
powers,  agreed  upon  what  foHows: 

Article  i.  The  Consulstind  Vice  Consuls,  .^^eratiiin^t 
Commiesari^Sf  nominated  by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  or  by  their  authority,  shall  be  bound 
to  present  their  commissions  according  to  the  form  wl»ch 
shall  be  established  by  the  King  tdthin  his  dominions,  and 
by  the  Congress  within  the  United  States.  There  shall 
be  delivered  to  them,  without  any  charge,  the  exequatur 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  functions ;  and  on  the 
exhibition  which  they  shall  make  of  the  said  exequatur, 
the  governors,  commanders,  judges,  puUic  bodies,  tri* 
bunals,  and  other  officers,  having  authority  in  the  ports 
and  places  of  their  consulate,  jthall  cause  them  to  enjoy, 
as  soon  as  possible  and  without  difficulty,  the  pre-eminences, 
authority,  and  privileges  reciprocally  granted,  with- 
out exacting  from  the  said  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls^  Agents, 
and  Commissaries,  any  duty,  under  any  pretence  whatever. 

Article  ir.  The  Consuls  and  Vied  Consuls  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  personal  service  and  public  offices,  from^ 
soldiers^  billets,  militia  watch,  guard,  guardianship,  and 
trusteeship,  as  well  as  from  all  duties,  taxes,  imposilioliis, 
and  charges  whatever,  except  on  the  estate,  real  and 
personal,  of  which  they  may  be  the  proprietors  or  pos- 
sessors, which  shall  be  subject  to  the  taxes  imposed  oh 
the  estates  of  all  other  individuals;  and  in  t$tt  other  in- 
stcmees,  they  shaU  he  subject  t^  the  laws  of  the  land, 
with  respect  to  their  persons ^  their  property ,  and  pos- 
sessions, in  the  same  manner  as  other  foreigners  of  their 
nation  are. 

Vol.  III. — 3 
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They  shall  place  over  the  outward  door, of  their  house 
the  arms  of  .their  Sovereign,  without,  however,  the  mark 
of  dbtioctioD  giving  to  the  said  house  the  right  of  asylum 
for  any  person  or  property  whatever. 

Abticx«e  VI.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respect- 
ively, may  establish  a  chancery,  where  shall  be  deposit- 
ed the  consular  acts  and  deliberations,  all  eSkcts  left  by 
decoded  persons,  or  saved  from  shipwreck,  as  well  as 
testaments,  obligation^,  contracts,  and  in  general  all  the 
acts  and  proceedbgs  done  between  persons  of  their 
nation. 

They  may,  in  consequence,  appoint  for  the  business  of 
the  said  chancery,  capable  persons,  receive  them,  admin- 
ister an  oath  to  them,  give  to  them  the  keeping,  of  the 
seal  and  the  right  of  sealing  copunissions,  judgments,  and 
other  acts  of  the  consulate,  as  well  as  there  to  dischigge 
the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers,  m  cases  which  shall 
concern  the  subjects  of  their  own  nation. 

^RTiotE  VII.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respect- 
ively, shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  their 
chancery,  or  on  board  of  vessels,  the  declarations  and  all 
the  other  acts  which  the  captains,  masters,  seamen,  and 
passengers  and  merchants  of  their  nauon  would  make 
there,  even  their  testaments  and  other  dispositions  of  last 
will^;  and  the  copies  of  th^  said  acts,  duly  authenticated 
by  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice^  Consuls,  under  the  seal  of 
their  consulate,  shall  receive  faith  in  law,  equally  as  their 
originak  would  in  all  the"  tribunals  of  the  dominions  of 
the  Most  Christian  Kingy  and  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  aU  c(m»  which  only  concern  persons  of  their  nation. 

They  shall  also  have,  and  exclusively,  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  testamentary  ea^ecutory  guardiany  or  Itt^ful 
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represtniativey  the  right  to  inventory,  liquidate  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  sale  of  the  personal  estate  left  by  subjects  or 
citizens  of  their  nation  who  shall  die  within  the  extent 
of  their  consulate ;  they  shall  proceed  therein,  with  the 
assistance  of  two  merchants  of  their  said  nation,  or  of 
any  <Hher  of  their  choice,  and  shall  cause  to  be  deposited 
in  their  chancery  the  effects  and  papers  of  their  ^aid 
estates;  and  no  officer,  military,  judiciary,  or  of  the  pe* 
lice  of  the  country,  shall  disturb  them,  or  interfere  there* 
in^  in  any  manner  whatsoever;  but  the  said  Consul  sbaU 
not  deliver  up  the  said  effects,  nor  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  the  lawful  representatives,  or  to  their  order,  till  tbey 
shall  have  caused,  to  be  paid  all  debts  which  the  deceased 
shall  have  contracted  in  the  country;  for  which  purpoHj - 
the  creditors  shall  have  aright  to  attach  the  said  effects  in 
thein  hands,  as  they  might  m  those  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual lohattver,  and  proceed  to  obtain  sale  of  them, 
till  payment  of  what  shall  be  Iwuffully  due  to  them. 
When  the,  debts  shofl  not  have  been  contracted  by  judf(- 
mentf  deed,  or  noU,  the  signature  whereof  shall  be 
Jcnomn,  payment  shall  not  be  ordered,  but  on  th^  cradi-' 
tor's  giving  sufficient  surety,  resident  in  tbe  country^  to 
refund  the  sums  be  shall  have  unduly  recdved,  principal, 
interest,,  and  costs;  which  surety  shall  stand,  neverthe- 
less,  duly  discharged,  after  the  term  of  one  year  in  time 
of  peace^  and  of  two  in  time  of  war,  if  the  discharge 
cannot  be  ibrmed  before  the  end  of  this  term,  against 
the  representatives  who  shall  present  themselves,  jind 
in  order  that  the  representatives  may  not  be  unjustly 
Tcept  out  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  the  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  shall  notify  his  death  in  some  one  of  the 
gazettes  pubUshed  within  their  consulate.     And  that 
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ihey  shall  retain  the  said  effects  in  their  hands  

months,  to  answer  all  just  demand^  Mich  shall  he  pre- 
sented; and  they  shall  he  hound]  &fter  this  delay,  io  de- 
liffer  to  the  persons  succeeding  thereto,  what  shall  he 
more  than  sufficient  for  ihe'  demands  which  shaU  have 
hem  formed.  *     -  ' 

^  Article  viii.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  shall  receive  the  declarations/  protests,  and 
other  ebnsnlar  acts,  from  all  captains  and  masters  of 
their  respective  nations,  on  account  of  average  losses  sus- 
tained ftl  sea^  by'  leakage  or'  throwing  merchandise  over- 
board ;imd  tlr6se^  capisiins  and  masters  shaft  leiave  in  the 
chancery  of  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  the  pro- 
tests aftd  other  Consular  acts  which  they  may  have  made 
in  mher  ports,  01^  account  of  (he  accidents  which  may 
have  baplpendd  to  them  on  their  voyage.  If  a  subject  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  in- 
teresled  in  the  ^id  cai^o,  the  average  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  tribunals  of  the  eountry,  and  not  by  tbt^  Consub  or 
Vice  Coodufe ;  but  when  only  th^  subjects  or  citizens  of 
their  own  nation  shall  be  ibterested,  the  respective  Con- 
suls «id  Vice  Consuls  shall  appoint  skilful  persons  to  set- 
tle the  damage  abd  average. 

ARTiiDLS  IX;  In  cases  where,  by  tempests  or  other  ac- 
cidents, French  shijis  or  vessels  shall  be  stranded  on  the 
coast  of  the  Ufiited' States,  and  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coast  of  the  do-' 
minions  of  the  Most  Ct^ristian  Kinjg,  the  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul  nenrest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck  Isball  do  what- 
ever be  may  judge  proper,  as  wieffi  for  the  puirpose  of 
saring  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  its  cargo  an^  apport^- 
nances;  as  for  the  storibg  and  security  of  the  efiS^ts'and  ' 
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merchandise  saved.  He  ma^  take  an  inventory  of  them, 
without  the  intermeddling  of  any  officers  of  the  military , 
of  the  customs,  of  justice,  or  of  the  police  of  the  country, 
otherwise  than  to  give  to  the  Consuls,.  Vice  Consuls, 
captain,  and  cr^w  of  the  vessel  shipwrecked  or  stranded, 
all  the  succor  and  favor  which  they  shall  demand  of 
them,  either  for  expedition  in  securing  the  cargo,  or  pre- 
serving the  effects  saved,  as  well  as  to  prevent  all  disturb 
ances. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of  dispute  .apd  dis- 
cussion in  the  said  cases  of  shipwreck,  it  i^  agreei^,  when 
there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  to  attend  to  the 
saving  of  the  wreck,  or  that  the  residence  of  the  said 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not  being  at  the  place  of  the 
wreck)  shall  be  more  distant  from  the  said  place  than 
that  of  the  competent  judge  of  the  couq^ry,  the  latter 
shall  immediately  proceed  therein,  with  all  the  despatch, 
certainty,  and  precaution  prescribed  by  the  respective 
laws;  but  the  said  territorial  judge  shall  retire  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  deliver  over 
to  him  the  report  of  his  proceedings,  the  expenses  of 
which  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  cause  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  him. 

'The  merchandise  and  effects  saved  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  custom-house,  or  other  nearest  place  of  safe,ty, 
with  the  inventory  of  them,  which  shall  be  made  by  the 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the 
judge  who  shslU  have  cognizance  thereof;  and  the  sa^ 
merchandises  and  effects  shall  be  afterwards  delivere^, 
iafter  levying  therefrom  the  costs,  and  without  form  of 
process,  to  the  proprietors ;  who,  berog  furpbhed  with  |i 
replevy  from  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  shall 


470  THOMAS  JEPPERSON-JOHN  JAV. 

reclaim  them  by  themselves  or  by  their  attorneys,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  re-exporting  the  raerchandbes,  Candy 
in  that  case,  they  shall  pay  no  kind  of  duties  of  export- 
ilion,)  or  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  in  the  country, 
if  they  are  not  prohibited ;  and,  in  this  latter  case,  the 
said  merchandises  being  averaged,  there  shall  be  granted 
them  an  abatement  of  the  entrance  duties,  proportioned 
to  the  damage  sustained,  which  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
verbal  process  formed  at  the  time  of  shipwreck,  or  of  the 
vesseFs  running  ashore. 

Article  x.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  may  cause 
to  be  arrested  in  the  country  the  sailors,  deserters  of  their 
respective  nations,  and  send  them  back,  and  transport  them 
out  of  the  country. 

The  registers  of  the  vessehy  or  rolls  of  the  crew,  shall 
he  received  in  testimony y  to  prove  that  the  persons  arrest- 
ed  as  deserting  saihrs  belong  to  their  respective  nations^ 
but  shall  not  exclude  the  other  legal  proofs  relative  to  the 
same  facts. 

As  soon  as  there  shall  be  sufficient  proof  that  they 
tre  deserting  sailors  of  such  nation^  no  tribunals,  judges, 
or  officers  whatsoever,  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever, 
take  cognizance  of  the  complaint  which  the  said  sailors 
and  deserters  may  make ;  but  they  shall,  on  the  contrary, 
be  delivered  up  on  any  order  signed  by  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul,  without  its  being  in  any  one's  power,  in 
any  manner,  to  detain,  engage,  or  withdraw  them.  And 
to  attain  to  the  complete  iexecution  of  the  arrangements 
contained  in  this  article,  all  persons  having  authority  shall 
be  bound  to  assist  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls; 
and,  on  a  simple  requisition  signed  by  them,  they  shall 
cause  to  be  detained  aqd  guarded  in  prison,  at  the  disposal 
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and  expense  of  the  said  Consols  and  Vice  Consuls,  the 
said  sailors  and  deserters,  until  they  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  send  them  out  of  the  country.  But  if  they  be 
not  sent  out  of  the  country  in  one  month  from  the  day  of 
their  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  be  no 
more  arrested  for  the  same  cause. 

Article  xi.  In  eases  where  the  respective  subjects 
or  citizens  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  they  shall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  of  the 
country. 

Article  xii.  All  differences  and  suits  between  the 
subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King  in  the  United 
States,  or  between  the  citiaens  of  the  United  States  in 
the  dominions  of  the  Most  Christian  Sing,  shall  be 
determined  by  the  respective  Consuls,  if  one  of  the  par- 
ties demands  U,  either  by  a  reference  to  arbitration,  or  by 
a  summary  judgment,  and  without  costs. 

No  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall  interfere  or  take  any 
part  whatever  in  the  affair ;  appeal  shall  be  carried  before 
the  tribunals  of  France  or  tlie  United  States,  to  whom  it 
may  appertain  to  take  cognizance  thereof. 

The  respective  agents  shall  be  bound  to  render  to  their 
respective  merchants,  navigators,  and  vessels,  all  possible 
service,  and  to  inform  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice  Con- 
sul of  the  wants  of  the  ^aid  merchants,  navigators,,  and 
vessels,  without  the  said  agents  otherwise  participating 
in  the  immunities,  rights,  and  privileges  attributed  to  the 
Consuls  and  Vice  Codsuls,  and  without  power  to  exact 
any  duty  or  emolument  whatever,  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Article  xiii.  The  general  utility  of  commerce  hav- 
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jog  caused  to  be  esublisbed  Vfitkin  the  domimomof  the 
Most  ChrUticsn  JKing'  panicular  tribunals  and  forms  for 
expeditiog  the  decisioD  of  commercial  a&irs^  ihe  mer- 
cbaBts  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
those  eststblisbments ;  and  the^  Congress  of  the  United 
States  will  provideyin  the  manner  them6sH(^nformaile4o 
iis  lawsy  equivalent  advantdges  in  iavor  pf  tbe  French 
mfOrcbantS)  for  the  prompt  despatch  and  decision  of  af- 
fairs of  the  same  nature. 

Abticle  XIV.  The  subjects  of  the  Most .  Gbrisiitn 
Ki^^  and  the  ciHzeiMo!  the  United  States^  who  shall 
prove,  by  l^gal  evidence^  that  they  are  of  !the  said  na- 
tions rejspeotively>  shall,  in  ^o^equenee,  enjoy  an  exemp- 
tion from  all  personal  service  in  the  jdace  of  their  settle- 
ment. 

Article  xv.^  If  any  other  nation  acquire,  by  virtue  of 
any  convention  whatever,  a  treatment  moife  favorable  with 
respect  to  the  consular  pre-eminences,  powers,  authority, 
^nd  privileges,  tbe  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  the 
Most  Christian  King  or  the  United  States,  reciprocally, 
shall  participate  therein,  agreeably  to  the  terms  stipulated 
by  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  articles  of  tbe  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  ccmcluded  between  the  Most  Cbristiaa 
Khig  and  tbe  United  States. 

ARTidiExvi.  The  present  convention  shall  be  in 
feu  fome  duridg  tbe  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  counted 
&om  tbe  day  of  the  ^^aogeof  ratifications ;  wbi<^  shiill 
1^3  given  HI  proper  form,  and  ex^ibaaged  on  both  sides 
witbin  the  space  of  one  year,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  &c. 
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NOTES. 

It  is  proposed  to  leave  out  the 
words  Jignttt  and  Comndssaries. 
In  the  treaty,  the  right  of  estab- 
lishing Agents  or  Commissaries  or 
Consuls  is  reserved.  But  since 
tiie  late  denomination  is  chosen, 
it  appears  useless  to  repeat  the 
others. 

It  appears  proper  to  announce 
precisely  that  these  public  offi- 
cers shall  be  under  the  title  of 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  any  persons  being 
respectively  sent  hereafter  under 
different  titles,  ftt>m'  whence  might 
lesult  difficulties  in  point  of  form. 
It  is  proposed  to  suppress  the  de- 
nomination of  Agents  and  Com- 
missaries, wherever  they  are  an- 
nounced in  the  following  articles. 


Although  Mr.  Jefferson  ap- 
pears desirous  that  all  the  respect- 
ive Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls 
should  be  named  by  the  Sove- 
reign, inconvenience  appears  to 
us  on  tiiis  head.  AH  those  tt^o 
are  actually  established  in  Amer- 
ica, have  the  Kmg^  commission. 
It  is  also  very  advantageous  that 
this  shouki  be  the  case,  to  prevent 
the  too  great  multiplication  of 
Ameriean  Vice  Consuls  in  France. 
Therefore  the  words  or  by  avUwr- 
ihf  are  suppressed,  and  the  9d 
article  of  the  old  projet  totally. 
But  it  appears  necessary  to  re- 
serve to  Consuls  und  Vice  Con- 


FIRST  COUNTER-PROPOSI- 
TION  ON  THE  PART  OP 
KIANCE. 

Translation. 
Convention  between  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  pur- 
pbse  of  determining  and  fixing 
the  functions  and  prerogatives  of 
their  r^pective  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls. 

His  Majesty  the  Most  Christian 
King  and  the  United  States  of 
America  having,  by  the  29th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  concluded  between 
them,  mutually  granted  the  lib- 
erty of  having  in  their  respec- 
tive States  and  ports  Consuls 
and  Vice  Consuls,  Agents  and 
Commissaries ;  and  being  willing, 
in  consequence  thereof,  to  define 
and  establish,  in  a  reciproeal  and 
pel'manent  maaner^^e  Amotions 
and  prerogatives  of  Consuls  And 
Vice  Consuls  which  they  have 
judged  it  convenient  ta  establish ; 
of  preference,  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur 

,  and  the  United  States 

have  ndminated — ,  who,  af- 
ter havinff  communicated  to  each 
other  th*ir  respective  full  powers, 
have  agreed  on  what  follows : 

Article  i.  The.  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  named  by  the  Most 
Christian  King  and  the  United 
States  ^lall  be  bound  to  present 
their  commis^ons,  according  to 
the  form  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished respectively  by  the  Most 
Christian  King  within  his  domin- 
ions, and  by  the  Congress  within 
the  United  States;  then  sfaaH  be 
delivered  to  them,  without  any 
charges,  the  etequatur  necessar 
17  for  the  exercise  of  their  filinc- 
tions ;  and  on  exhibiting  the  said 
exequatur,  the  governors,  com- 
manders, heads  of  justice,  bodies 
corporate,   tribunals,   and   other 
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sals  the  right  of  naming  Agents 
in  the  ports  of  their  districts,  to 
correspond  with  them,  without 
the  said  Agetite  having  any  public 
character  or  exequatur. 


It  is  iffoposed  to  make  some 
slight  alterations  in  this  article. 
It  appears  necessary  to  grant 
Consols  some  immunities;  but 
these  are  not  dangerous,  when 
the  oases  of  crimes  or  debts  are 
excepted.  As  to  the  papers  of 
the  chancery,  it  is  impossible  for 
any  nation  to  refuse  the  fullest 
immunity :  submission  to  all  tax* 
es  has  been  added  with  respect 
to  those  who  shaU  exercise  com- 
merce. It  is  remarked,  on  the 
subject  of  seizure  for  debts,  that 
the  civil  laws  of  France  extend 
greater  personal  security  than 
the  civil  laws  of  England  or  Ame- 
rica, bodily  restraint  not  generally 
taking  place  but  ior  commercial 
debts;  and  moreover  no  person 
can  be  arrested  in  France  for 
debt,  before  being  heard,  or  at 
least  cited  judicially,  with  snffi- 
^ent  delay  for  bis  defence.  It 
fieems  proper  that '  Congress 
Bhooid  4ake  some  measures .  to 
pjoteet  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls firom  the  inconveniences 
which  may  happen  to.fovsigners 
from  the  forms  established  in  the 
United  States.  For  this  purpose, 
they  ought  to  he  considered  as 
t>eing  always  under  the  immediate 
protection  of  Ihe  legislature  of 
the  country,  and  not  in  want  of 
any  particular  security. 

It  is  proposed  to  let  the  Sd 
article  subsist,  by  suppressing  the 
ilddition  made  to  the  13th  article. 


officers  having  authority  in  the 
ports  and  places  of  their  Consu- 
late, shall  cause  them  to  enjoy 
Immediately,  and  without  diffi- 
culty, the  pre-eminences,  author- 
ity, and  privileges,  reci^ocally 
granted,  without  exacting  from 
the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls any  duty,  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Article  ii.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  and  all  persons  at- 
tached to  the  consular  functions, 
shall  respectirely  enjoy  personal 
immunity,  excepting  in  cases  of 
crimes  or  debts.  They  ^all  al- 
so enjoy  a  full  and  entire  immu- 
nity for  their  chancery,  and  die 
papers  which  shall  be  therein 
contained*  They  shall  be  ex- 
empt fjnom  all  personal  ser- 
vice, from  soldiers'  billets,  mi- 
litia, watch,  guards,  guardian- 
ship, trusteeship,  as  well  as  from 
all  duties,  taxes,  impositions  aad 
charges  whatsoever,  except  on 
the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
which  they  may  be  the  proprie- 
tors or  possessors,  which  shall  be 
subject  to  the  taxes  imposed  on 
the  estates  of  all  other  individ- 
uals ;  and  in  all  other  instances 
they  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws 
of  the  land  as  the  natives  are. 
Those  of  the  said  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  who  shall  exercise 
commerce,  shall  be  respectively 
subject  to  all  taxes,  dmrges,  and 
impositions  established  on  other 
merchants. 

They  shall  place  oyer  the  out^ 
ward  door  of  their  house  the 
arms  of  their  Sovereign ;  but  this 
marie  of  indication  shall  not  give 
to  the  said  house  any  privilege  of 
asyhun  for  any  person  or  property 
whatsoever. 

Article  in.  .The  respective 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  may 
establish  Agents  in  die  different 
ports  and  plaeea  of  their  depart* 
ments,  where  necessity  shall  re- 
i|ulre.  These  Agents  maybe  chosen 
among  the  m^xshants,  either  na- 
tional or  foreign,  and  furnished 
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A  few  words  only  have  been 
filtered,  and  the  order  of  some 
phrases  been  changed,  to  explain 
this  article,  and  remove  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's doubts. 


It  is  proposed  to  suppress  the 
addition  of  the  words,  m  all  eases 
which  onhf  concern  persons  cjf  the 
same  nation;  this  being  advan- 
tageous alike  to  both  parties.  An 
act  done  in  the  Consulate  may  also 
answer  the  purpose  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  country  to  validate 
a  fact,  and  serve  as  a  proof,  if 
not  obligatory. 


with  a  commission  from  one  of 
the  s^d  Consuls.  They  shall 
confine  themselves,  respectively, 
to  the  rendering  to  their  respective 
merchants,navigator8,  and  vessels, 
all  possible  service,  and  to  inform 
the  nearest  Consul  of  the  wants  of 
the  said  merchants,  nav%ators, 
and  vessels,  without  the  said 
agents  otherwise  participating  in 
£e  immunities,  rights,  and  privi' 
leges  attri'duted  to  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  and  withouJ  power, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to 
exact  from  the  said  merchants  any^ 
duty  or  emolument  whatsoever. 

Article  iy.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  may 
establish  a  chancery,  where  shall 
be  deposited  the  consular  deter- 
minations, acts,  and  proceedings, 
as  also  testaments,  obligations, 
conUracts,  and  other  acts  done  by 
or  between  persons  of  their  na- 
tion, and  effects  left  by  death  or 
savefd  from  shipwreck. 

They  may,  in  consequence,  ap- 
point, for  the  business  of  the  said 
chancery,  capable  persons,  re- 
^seive  them,  administer  an  oath  to 
them,  give  to  them  the  keeping 
of  the  seal,  and  the  rights  of  seal- 
ing commissions,  judgments,  and 
ether  acts  of  the  Consulate,  as 
well  as  there  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  notaries  and  registers 
of  the  Consulate. 

Article  v.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  shall 
have  the  exclusive  right  of  re- 
ceiving in  their  chancery,  or  on 
board  the  vessels,  the  declara- 
tions and  all  the  omer  acts  which 
the  captains,  masters,  crews,  pas- 
sengers, and  merchants  of  &eir 
nation,  may  choose  to  make  there, 
even  their  testaments  and  other 
disposals  by  last  will.  And  the 
copies  of  the  said  acts,  duly 
authenticated  by  the  said  Consuls 
or  Vice  Consuls,  under  the  seal  of 
their  Consulate,  shall  receive  faith 
in  law,  equally  as  their  originals 
would,  in  all  the  tribunals  of  the 
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dominions  of  the  Most  Christian 
King  and  the  United  States. 

In  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
testamentary  executor,  guardian, 
or  lawful  representative,  they 
shall  also  have,  exclusively,  the 
right  to  inventory,  liquidate,  and 
proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  per- 
sonal estate  left  by  subjects  who 
shall  die  within  the  ^tent  of  their 
Consulate;  they  shall  proceed 
therein,  with  the  assistance  of  two 
merchants  of  their  said  nation,  or, 
for  want  of  them,  of  any  other  at 
their  cheice,  and  shall  cause  to 
be  deposited  in  their  chancery  the 
effects  and  papers  of  the  said 
estates;  and  ho  officer,  military, 
judiciary,  or  of  the  police  of  the 
country,  shall  disturb  them,  or 
interfere  therein  in  any  manner 
whatsoever ;  but  the  said  Consuls 
and  Vice  Consuls  shall  not  deliver 
up  the  said  effects,  nor  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  to  the  lawful  repre- 
sentatives, nor  to  their  order,  till 
they  shall  have  caused  to  be  paid 
all  debts  which  the  deceased  diall 
have  contracted  in  the  country; 
for  which  purpose,  the  creditors 
shall  have  a  right  to  attach  the 
said  effects  in  their  hands,  as  they 
might  in  those  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual whatever,  and  proceed  to 
obtaii^  sale  of  them,  till  payment 
of  what  shall  be  lawfully  due  to 
then^;  when  the  debts  shall  not 
have  5een  contracted  by  judg- 
iuei^t,  deed,  or  note,  the  signa- 
ture whereof  diall  be  known, 
payment  shall  not  be.  ordered  but 
on  the  creditor's  giving  sufficient 
suirety,  resident  in  the  country,  to 
retod  the  sums  he  shall  have  un- 
duly received,  principal,  interest, 
and  cost;  which  surety,  never- 
theless, shall  stand  duly  dischaig- 
e4  after  a  year  in  time  of  peace, 
and  two  years  in  time  of  war,  if 
the  demand  in  discharge  cannst 
foe  formed  before  these  delays, 
a|;ainst  the  heirs  which  shall  pre- 
sent themselves.  And  in  order 
that  the  representative  may  not 
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unjustly  be  kept  out  of  the  effects 
of  the  deceased,  the  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  shall  notify  his  death 
in  some  one  of  the  gazettes  pub- 
lished within  their  Consulate,  and 
that  they  shall  retain  the  said  ef- 
fects in  their  hands  four  months, 
to  answer  all  just  demands  which 
shall  be  presented ;  and  they  shall 
be  bound,  after  this  delay,  to  de- 
liver, to  ihe  persons  succeeding 
thereto,  what  shall  be  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  demands  which 
shall  have  been  formed. 

Article  vi.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  shall 
teceive  the  declarations,  protests, 
and  reports,  of  all  captains  and 
masters  of  their  respective  na- 
tions, on  account  of  average 
losses  sustained  at  sea ;  and  these 
captains  and  masters  shall  lodge 
in  the  chancery  of  the  said  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls  the  acts 
which  they  may  have  made  in 
other  ports  on  account  of  the  ac- 
cidents which  may  have  happen- 
ed to  them  on  their  voyage.  If 
a  subject  of  the  Most  Christian 
King,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  foreigner,  are  inter- 
ested in  the  said  cargo,  the  aver- 
age shall  be  settled  by  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  and  not  by 
the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls ;  but 
when  only  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  their  own  nation  shall  be  inter- 
ested, the  respective  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls  bhall  appoint  skilful 
persons  to  regulate  the  damages 
and  averages. 

Article  tii.  In  cases  where, 
by  tempests  or  other  accidents, 
French  ships  or  vessels  shall  be 
stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  and  ships  or  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  shall  be 
stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the  do- 
minions of  the  Most  Christian 
King,  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul 
nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck 
shall  do  whatever  he  may  judge 
proper,  as  well  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  the  said  ship  or  vessel, 
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its  cargo  and  appartenances,  as 
for  the  storing  and  the  security 
of  the  effects  and  merdiandise 
saved.  He  may  take  an  invento- 
ry of  them,  without  the  inter- 
meddling of  any  officers  of  the 
military,  of  the  customs,  of  just- 
ice, oy  of  the  police  of  the  country, 
otherwise  than  to  give  to  the 
Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  captains 
and  crews  of  the  vessels  ship- 
wrecked or  stranded,  all  the  suc- 
cor and  favor  whidi  they  shall 
ask  of  them,  either  for  the  expe- 
dition and  security  of  the  saving, 
and  of  the  effects  saved,  as  to 
prevent  all  disturbance. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any 
kind  of  dispute  and  discussion  in 
the  said  cases  of  shipwreck,  it 
has  been  agreed  that  where  no 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  be 
found  to  attend  to  the  salvage, 
or  that  the  residence  of  the  said 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not 
being  at  the  place  of  shipwreck) 
shall  be  further  distant  from  the 
said  place  than  that  of  the  com- 
petent territorial  judge,  the  lat- 
ter shall  immediately  then  pro- 
ceed therein  with  all  the  celerity, 
safety,  and  precaution  prescrib- 
ed by  the  respective  laws;  but 
the  said  territorial  judge  shall  re- 
tire on  the  arrival  of  the  Consul 
or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  deliver 
over  to  him  the  report  of  his  pro- 
ceeding, the  expenses  ef  which 
the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall 
cause  to  be  reimbursed  to  him,  as 
well  as  those  of  salvage. 

The  merchandise  and  effects 
saved  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
custom-house,  or  other  nearest 
place  of  safety,  with  the  invento- 
ry of  them  which' shall  have  been 
made  by  the  Consul  or  Vice  Con- 
sul, or  by  the  judge  who  shall 
have  proceeded  in  their  absence, 
that  the  said  effects  and  merchan- 
dise may  be  afterwards  delivered, 
aHer  levying  therefrom  the  costs, 
and  without  form  of  process,  to 
the  owners ;  who  b«ing  f nmialied 
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It  is  proposed  to  restore  this 
article,  which  is  nearly  redaced 
as  it  was  in  the  first  projet.  It 
is  absolutely  impossible  to  reAise 
the  Consul  civil  jurisdiction  on 
board  the  vessels  belonging  to  his 
nation,  and  over  the  same  crews. 
This  would  be  the  more  unrea- 
sonable, as  by  the  following  arti- 
cles this  same  civil  jurisdiction  is 
granted  to  him  over  residents 
ashore  bdonging  to  his  nation, 
and  it  is  much  more  reasonable 
that  he  ought  to  preserve  it  over 
such  as  remain  under  the  national 
flag.  The  exercise  of  maritime 
police  over  national  vessels  is  the 
principal  function  of  Consuls. 


This  article,  relating  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  sailors,  deserters, 
appears  as  though  it  ought  to  be 
detached  from  the  preceding  one; 
it  has  been  endeavored  to  reduce 
it  to  a  simple  form,  and  to  pre- 
vent all  djJSlculty  by  regulating 
the  recourse  of  the  Consuls  to  the 
territorial  magistrates.  No  men- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  pas- 
sengers, as  it  appeared  not  pro- 
per to  insist  on  this  matter.  The 
deserters  from  the- King's  ships 
are  not  distinguished  from  those 
belonging  to   merchiint   vessels. 


with  a  replevy  from  the  nearest 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  shall  re- 
claim them  by  themselves,  or  by 
their  attorneys,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  re-exporting  the  mer- 
chandise, (and  in  that  case,  they 
shall  pay  no  duties  of  exporta- 
tion,) or  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  in  the  country,  if  they  are 
not  prohibited ;  and,  in  this  latter 
case,  the  said  merchandise  being 
averaged,  there  shall  be  granted 
them  an  abatement  of  &e  en- 
trance duties  proportioned  to  the 
damage  sustained,  which  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  verbal  process 
formed  at  the  time  of  the  ship- 
wreck, or  of  the  vessel's  running 
ashore. 

Articub  VIII.  The  Consuls 
and  Vice  Consuls  shall  exercise 
the  police  over  all  the  vessels  of 
their  respective  nations,  and  shall 
have  on  board  the'said  vessels  all 
power  and  jurisdiction  in  civil 
matters,  in  all  the  disputes  which 
may  there  arise.  They  shall 
have  an  entire  inspection  over  the 
said  vessels,  their  crews,  and  the 
changes  and  substitutions  there 
to  be  ipade,  and  there  shall 
cause  to  be  executed  the  respec- 
tive laws,  ordinances,  and  rules 
concerning  navigation ;  for  which 
purpose,  they  shall  go  on  board  the 
said  vessels  whenever  they  may 
judge  it  necessary,  without  inter- 
raption  from  any  officer  or  other 
person  whatsoever. 

Article  ix.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  may  cause  to  be  ar- 
rested the  captains,  officers,  mari- 
ners, sailors,  and  all  other  per- 
sons, bemg  part  of  the  crews  of 
the  vessels  of  their  respective 
nations,  who  shall  have  deserted 
from  the  said  vessels,  in  order  to 
send  them  back  and  transport 
them  out  of  the  country;  for 
which  purpose,  the  said  Consuls 
and  Vice  Consuls  shall  address 
themselves  to  the  courts,  judges, 
and  officers  competent,  and  ^alt 
demand  the  said  deserters  in  writ- 
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The  Coa&iils  can  cbdm  both  in 
the  same  manner.  The  part 
which  concerned  sending  back 
the  vessels  has  been  totally  omit- 
ted. 


This  explanation  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son may  be  left.  The  expression 
kreaeh  of  the  peace  being  the  lit- 
eral translation  of  the  English 
expression  soitable  to  this  ariicie. 

It  is  proposed  to  add  this  arti- 
cle, in  order  to  prevent  the  incon- 
veniences that  might  result  from 
the  Ubeity  which  the  territorial 
magistrates  mi^t  have  to  arrest 
the  ^rews  of  merchant  vessels, 
and  then  arbitrarily  detain  the 
vessels  in  the  port,  and  by  that 
means  suspend  all  activity  in  com- 
merce and  navigation.  The  ad- 
vice given  to  the  Consnls  or  Vice 
Consuls  that  all  these  acts  of  au- 
thority be  done  only  in  their  pre- 
sence, by  no  means  suspends  the 
course  of  justice,  seeing  he  can- 
not oppose  it ;  but  he  will  be  in  a 
situation  to  make  claims  which 
mil  prevent  the  effect  of  sur- 
prises which  might  be  attempted 
on  the  local  magistrates,  by  de- 
manding from  them  decrees  or 
warrants,  the  fatal  consequences 
of  ^hiph  they  might  be  left  in 
ignorance  of.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  duly  notified,  might 
legally  proceed  according  to  cir- 
cumstances for  the  general  inter- 


ing,  proving,  by  an  exhibition  of 
the  registers  of  the  vessels,  or 
.  ships^  roll,  that  those  men  were 
part  of  the  said  crews ;  and  on 
this  demand,  &us  proved,  the 
delivery  shall  not  be  refused;  and 
there  shall  be  given  s^i  aid  and  as- 
sistance to  the  said  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  for  the  search, 
seizure,  and  arrest  of  the  said  de- 
serters, who  shall  even  be  detain- 
ed and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the 
country,  at  their  request  and  ex- 
pense, until  they  shall  have  found 
an  opportunity  of  sending  them 
back.  But  if  they  be  not  sent 
back  within  three  months,  to  be 
counted  from  the  day  of  arrest, 
they  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and 
shah  no  more  be  arrested  for  the 
same  cause. 

Article  x.  In  cases  where  the 
respective  subjects  or  citizens 
shall  have  committed  any  crime 
or  breach  of  the  peace ^  they  shall 
be  amenable  \o  Uie  judges  of  the 
country. 

Article  xl  When  the  said 
ofl'pflders  shall  he  a  pan  of  the 
crew  of  a  vessel  of  their  nation, 
and  shall  have  wiihdrawn  them- 
selves oil  lK>ai*d  their  said  vessels^ 
they  may  be  ihere  seized  and  ai- 
res Led ,  but  the  delivery  shall  be 
fif5t  fletnanded  by  the  territorial 
ma^i£imie:i  fruin  the  ConsiiU  ot 
their  nati(m,  who  shall  not  reftise 
it ;  and  whenever  it  shall  be  judg- 
ed necessary  to  make  inquiry  and 
search  on  board  the  said  mer- 
chant vessels,  sudi  cannot  be 
made  but  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  or 
until  after  they  shall  have  been 
informed  and  invited  to  repair  on 
board.  But,  at  any  rate,  no  person 
can  be  seized  or  arrested,  either 
on  account  of  crimes,  debts,  or 
for  any  other  causes  whatsoever, 
on  board  the  said  vessels,  but  in 
presence  of  the  said  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls,  or  until  after  they 
shall  have  been  duly  notified. 
The  said  persoDS  thus  seized  and 
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ests  of  commerce,  and  these,  of 
their  nation  in  particular. 


The  last  part  of  this  article  is 
important ;  it  does  not  appear  that 
there  can  be  any  difficulty  in  de- 
livering to  the  Consuls  or  Vice 
Consiils  the  persons  arrested  un- 
der the  flag  of  thf^Ir  iiaUcjn,  -when 
there  shall  be  no  longer  any  Qcca- 
sion  to  detain  them  in  the  terri- 
torial prisons,  antl  coTi3C(?aetitJj 
the  justice  of  the  co unify  shall 
have  no  farther  right  pi'er  them. 
The  precaution  taken  in  this  arti- 
cle is  necessary  to  prevent  deser- 
tion ;  without  wbicii  j  a  sailor,  who 
wished  to  desert  mi^ht  concert 
measures  with  a  person  of  ihe 
country  to  be  af tested  for  a  sup- 
posed debt,  remain  in  prison  uniil 
the  sailing  o£  itie  vessel,  and  af- 
terwards sft  at  liberty.  This  je* 
preheBsible  maatpurrc  has  been 
practised  already. 

It  is  contrary  to  all  the  princi- 
ples of  the  right  of  nations,  that 
the  civil  and  military  magistrates 
exercise  any  authority  whatever 
on  board  the  vessels  of  war  be- 
longing to  a  friendly  nation,  and 
this  article  is  conformable  to  reg- 
ulations with  other  nations,  parti- 
cularly with  what  has  been  agreed 
to  in  the  projct  of  a  convention 
"with  the  republic  of  Genoa. 


arrested  shall  not  afterwards  be 
set  at  liberty  until  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  shall  have  been  no- 
tified thereof,  and  they  shall  be 
delivered  to  him,  if  he  requires 
it,  to  be  put  again  on  boaitl  the 
vessels  in  which  they  were  ar- 
rested, or  others  of  their  nation, 
to  be  sent  put  of  the  country. 


Vol.  III.— 31 


Article  xii.  No  search  shall 
in  anywise  be  made  on  board  of 
the  respective  ships  of  war.  But 
if  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that 
offenders  hs^ve  taken  refuge  on 
board  them,  the  delivery  shall  be 
demanded  by  the  magistrates  or 
territorial  officers  from  the  Con- 
sul or  Vice  Consul  of  the  nation, 
or  from  the  commanders  of  the 
said  vessels.  In  th«  ports  where 
there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul,  the  said  commanders  shall 
not  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  of- 
fepders,  and  send  them  ashore  to 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
gistrates or  officers.  In  case  the 
commanders  of  the  aforesaid  Ves- 
sels of  war  should  declare  that 
the  offenders  are  not  on  board 
their  vessels,  they  shall  be  be- 
lieved on  their  words,  without 
any  further  search  being  made. 


482 


THOMAS  JEPrERSON— JOHN  JAY. 


Tliis  article  is  the  ^ih  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  projet.  Some  words 
have  only  been  added,  to  designate 
in  a  more  particular  manner  the 
affairs  between  the  crews  of  ve^ 
sels  belonging  to  the  same  nation, 
which  appertains  in  a  special  man- 
ner to  the  consular  jurisdiction. 
It  is  proposed  to  retrench  the 
words  if  one  of  tht  parties  de- 
mand itj  because  the  recourse  to 
foreign  tribunals,  in  such  cases, 
is  absolutely  illegal  for  French- 


Article  XIII.  All  differences 
and  suits  between  the  subjects  of 
the  Most  Christian  King  in  the 
United  States,  or  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  with- 
in the  dominions  of  the  Most 
Christian  King,  and  particularly 
all  disputes  relative  to  the  wages 
and  terms  of  engagemei^t  of  the 
crews  of  the  respective  vessels, 
and  all  differences  of  whatever 
nature  they  be,  which  may  arise 
between  the  privates  of  the  said 
crews,  or  between  any  of  them 
and  their  captains,  or  between  the 
captains  of  different  vessels  of 
their  nation,  shall  be  determined 
by  the  respective  Consuls  and 
Vice  Coiisuls,  either  by  a  refer- 
ence to  arbitrators,  or  by  a  sum- 
mary judgment,  and  without 
costs.  No  officer  of  the  country, 
civil  or  military,  shall  interfere 
therein,  or  take  any  part  what- 
ever in  the  matter  j  and  the  ap- 
peals from  the  said  consular  sen- 
tences shall  be  carried  before  the 
tribunals  of  France  or  of  tlie 
United  States,  to  whom  it  may 
appertain  to  take  cognizance 
thereof. 

Article  XIV.  The  general  util- 
ity of  commerce  having  caused 
to  be  established  within  the  do- 
minions of  the  Most  Christian 
ICing  particular  tribunals  and 
forms  for  expediting  the  decision 
of  commercial  affairs,  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  shall 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  these  estab- 
li^ments ;  and  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  will  provide,  in 
the  manner  the  most  conformable 
to  its  laws,  equivalent  advantages 
in  favor  of  the  French  merchants, 
for  the  prompt  despatch  and  de- 
cision of  affairs  of  the  same  na- 
ture. 

Article  xv.  The  subjects  of 
the  Most  Christian  King,  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  prove  by  legal  evidence  that 
they  are  of  Ae  said  nations,  re- 
spectively, shall  in  consequence 
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^  enjoy  an  exemption  from  all  per- 

sonal service  ia  the  place  of  their 
settlement. 

Article  xvi.  If  any  other  na- 
tion acquire,  by  virtue  of  any  con- 
vention whatever,  a  treatment 
more  favorable  with  respect  to 
the  consular  pre-eminences,  pow- 
ers, authority,  and  privileges,  the 
^  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  the 

^^  Most  Christian  King,  or  of  the 

United  States,  reciprocally,  shall 
\  V  ]  participate  therein,  agreeable  to 

(  the  terms  stipulated  by  the  2d, 

'^  3d,  and  4th  articles  of  the  treaty 

!  of  amity  and  commerce  conclude 

h  ed  between    the  Most  Christian 

;  King  and  the  United  States. 

Article    xvn.      The    present 
»     '  convention  shall  be  in  full  force 

during  the  term  of  twelve  years, 
to  be  counted  from  the  day  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifiealions, 
which  shall  l^e  in  proper  form,  and 
exchanged  on  both  sides  within 
the  space  of  one  year,  or  sooner 
if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  &c.  * 


Article  i.  Agreed. 

Article  ii.  The  words  ^^jouiront  resptctivement  dc 
rimmimite  persftnelle,  saufles  eas  de  crimes  ou  de  defies,'^ 
are  omitted.  Two  descriptions  of  persons  are  well 
known  to  the  laws  of  both  countries :  1st.  Those  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  the  land;  and,  2d.  Those  subject 
only  to  the  laws  of  nations.  The  obligations  and  the 
privileges  of  each  of  these  are  so  well  settled,  that  few 
or  no  disputes  can  arise  about  them.  But  a  middle 
character  between  the  two  would  be  new  and  unknown, 
and  would  introduce  endless  questions  and  discussions. 
If  it"  be  thought  that  the  words  ^*  saufles  cas  de  crimes 
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ou  de  deUes^^  replace  them  freely  uader  the  law  of  tl)e 
land/then  the  whole  passage  is  useless.  If  the  excep- 
tion be  as  broad  as  the  rule,  both  may  be  omitted.  But, 
in  truth,  the  exception  as  to  "  crimes  and  debts"  would 
not  replace  them  fuUy  under  the  laws  of  the  land ;  for, 
1.  They  would  not  be  obliged  to  give  testimony  in  a 
court  of  justice.  3.  They  are  cases  of  trespass,  of  trust, 
and  of  special  contract,  not  included  in  a  strict  and  legal 
acceptation  of  the  terms  "crimes  and  debts,"  and  in 
which,  therefore,  they  would  be  exempted  from  the  jus- 
lice  of  the  country. 

It  is  proposed,  also,  to  omit  the  words  "ioutes  les 
peraonna  attachees  auxfonctions  canstJaires,^'  to  prevent 
the  abuses  which  would  inevitably  arise  from  an  exten- 
sion of  the  consular  immunities  to  an  indefinite  number 
of  persons.  The  subordinate  characters  really  attached 
to  tho  consulate  will  be  completely  protected  against 
avocation  from  their  duties,  or  molestation  in  the  exercise 
of  them,  by  the  fifteenth,  article^  "exempting  them  from 
all  personal  services;"  which  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  if 
they  be  foreigners,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  desired,  if 
they  be  natives;  for  no  native  should  have  it  in  his 
power  to  withdraw  himself  from  an  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  his  country,  while  he  remains  in  iL 

Article  hi.  Agreed. 

Article  iv.  Agreed. 

Article  v.  Agreed^  only  re-establishing  the  words 
"  comme  le  feraient"  instead  of  "  f^  auront  la  mime 
force  qtu" 

Article  vi.  Agreed. 

Article  vii.  Agreed. 

Article  viii.  This  article  proposes  to  give  to  Con- 
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suls,  \st,  civil  jurisdiction  on  board  their  vessels;  2d, 
a  power  to  execute  the  ordinances  relative  to  navigation  ; 
3d,  a  right,  to  go  on  board  for  these  purposes  at  all 
times,  without  Wnderance.  The  1st  and  3d  of  these  ad- 
mit of  no  diflfculty ;  but  the  2d  could  not  be  agreed 
ta,  because  it  establbhes  a  whole  code  at  once,  the  con- 
tents of  which  are  unknown  to  the  party  within  whose 
territory  it  is  to  be  executed.  When  each  concedes  to 
the  other  a  civil  jurisdiction  within  its  own  ports,  it  knoWs 
the  extent  of  its  concession ;  but  when  it  permits  the 
enforcement  of  all  the  navigation  lawi^  of  the  c^her  in  a 
lump,  it  does  not  know  what  it  concedes.  They  may 
include  a  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  they  may  be  contrary  to 
.  bills  of  rights ;  or,  if  not  so  at  present,  they  may  be 
hereafter.  It  is  surely  prudent  and  honorable  for  us  to 
stipulate  to  each  other  only  what  we  know  we  can 
execute.  But  we  do  not  know  we  can  execute,  if  we 
do  not  know  what  we  stipulate. 

Abticle  IX.  Agreed,  with  two  alterations :  1st.  Omit- 
ting the  words  **  et  autres  persormes,'^  because  the  others, 
^'capitinnes^offiders,  mariniers,  et  maielois,^^  ^re  supposed 
to  comprehend  the  whole  crew.  If  they  do  not,  it  will 
be  better  to  add  other  specifications,  rather  than  words 
so  indefinite  as  "  autres  personnes.^^  2d.  Omitting  "  par 
V exhibition  des  regisires  du  bAtimmt  ou  rdh  d^ equipage  J^ 
I  suppose  that  the  legal  construction  of  these  words 
must  be  weater  under  the  laws  of  France  than  of  the 
United  States;  otherwise  they  would  not  be  proposed. 
Their  efiNSCt  in  the  United  States  would  be  to  make  the 
ship's  roll  so  conclusive  that  no  contrary  evidence  could 
be  opposed  to  it.  A  master  of  a  ship,  for  instance,  in* 
sorting  in  his  roll  the  name  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
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States  who  had  never  seen  bis  ship,  that  citizen  must  be 
delivered  to  him,  if  these  words  were  to  remain.  It  is 
not  probable,  indeed,  that  the  master  of  a  ship  would  be 
so  indiscreet,  but  neither  is  it  proper  to  rest  personal 
liberty  on  the  discretion  of  a  roaster  of  a  ship.  With- 
out these  words,  the  clause  will  stand,  ^^enjustifiant  que 
ces  hommes  faisaient  pariie  des  susdits  equipages  ;^^  his 
claim  may  then  be  supported  and  contested,  as  all  other 
claims  may  be,  by  every  species  of  legal  evidence.  He 
will  stand  on  the  same  footing  with  native  officers  re- 
claiming their  deserted  sailors. 

ARTic^iiE  X.  Agreed. 

Article  xi.  This  article  proposes,  1st.  That  there 
shall  be  no  arrest  for  crimes  or  debts,  but  in  presence  of 
the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul.  2d.  That  no  ship  shall  be 
searched,  but  in  his  presence.  These  propositions  are 
new.  The  principle  on  which  we  have  proceeded 
hitherto,  has  been,  that,  in  ail  cases  where  the  nation,  or 
any  member  of  it,  is  concerned,  the  national  jurisdiction 
shall  have  free  and  unrestrained  course.  But  this  article 
proposes  to  clog  it  with  applications  to  the  foreign  Con- 
sul, and  that  it  shall  await  his  attendance,  if  he  chooses 
to  attend.  How  quickly  he  may  attend,  will  depend 
on  his  being  readily  found,  on  his  being  disengaged, 
on  his  distance  from  the  ship,  on  his  personal  activity 
and  good  faith.  Some,  or  all  of  these  circumstances, 
will  generally  give  full  time  for  the  criminal  or  debtor  to 
escape,  or  for  the  contraband  goods  to  be  wrthdcawn. 

That  part  of  this  article  which  is  intended  to  prevent 
a  collusive  desertion  of  sailors,  not  being  liable  to  the 
same  objections,  is  agreed  to,  as  foHows :  *^Lorsque  les 
dits  cotipabhs  feroTU partie  de  V equipage  de  Vim  des^  W- 
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iimens  de  leur  nation,  Us  ne  pourront  etre  ensuite  mis 
en  liberie  qu'apres  que  le  Conml.ou  Vice  Consul  en 
aura  ete  prevenu ;  et  Us  lui  seront  remiSf  sHl  le  requicrt 
pour  Ure  reconiuits  sur  les  iMimens  ou  Us  auraient 
ete  arretes,  ou  autres  de  leur  nation,  et  itre  renvoyes 
hors  du  pays. 

Article  xii.  This  article  is  neW|  also^  and  liable  to 
the  same  objections  with  the  preceding,  and  in  a  higher 
degree,  as  rendering  the  ports  of  the  two  nations  still 
more  completely  extra-territorial.  The  clause  which 
would  make  the  captain's  word  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  criminal  who  is  seen  standing  on  bis  deck  is  not 
there,  comes  under  all  the  objections  which  were  made 
in  a  former  paper  to  whatever  should  control  a  fair  and 
full  investigation  of  a  fact.  Our  laws  permit  every 
species  of  proof  to  be  opposed  by  counter-proof.  The 
convention  of  the  neutral  powers  in  the  late  war  made 
the  captain's  word  conclusive  evidence  that  no  contra- 
band goods  were  on  board  the  vessels  under  his  convoy  ; 
but  this  was  in  cases  arising  on  the  high  seas.  The  sea 
belongs  to  no  nation  ;  no  nation,  therefore,  has  a  natural 
right  to  search  the  ships  of  another  on  the  high  seasJ  The 
contrary  practice  has  been  an  abuse,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  it  is  a  reformation  of  that  abuse,  a  re-establish- 
ment of  natural  right.  But  the  ports  of  a  nation  are  a 
part  of  its  territory.  They  are  often  within  the  body  of 
a  town ;  and  an  immunity  from  the  restraint  of  law  grant- 
ed to  strangers  within  the  port,  would  be  as  productive 
of  disorder,  as  if  granted  to.  those  in  the  town,  or  in  the 
country.  All  judges,  civil  and  cpminal,  derive  their  au- 
thority from  the  Sovereign  of  the  country  wherein  they 
act.     For  the  encouragement  of  commerce,  it  is  become 
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usual  to  permit,  by  conventions,  foreign  merchants  of  the 
same  country  to  refer  their  disputes  to  a  judge  of  their 
own.  But  in  criminal  cases,  in  cases  which  interest 
members  of  their  own,  or  any  other  State,  or  the  State 
itself,  it  is  apprehended  not  to  be  the  practice  for  the 
nation  to  part  with  its  authority,  and  that  nekher  order 
nor  justice  would  be  promoted  by  it.  Particularly,  to 
leave  to  the  discretion  of  a  captain  whether  his  ship 
shall  be  an  asylum  for  fugitive  debtors,  whether  the  dis- 
orders or  crimes  committed  by  his  sailors,  or  by  others, 
taking  refuge  in  his  ship,  should  be  punished  or  not, 
cannot  be  a  means  of  encouraging  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  nor  promote  the  interest  or  honor 
of  either.  Nor  has  the  immunity  any  relation  to  the 
functions  of  a  Consul,  which  are  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  convention. 

Akticles  XIII,  XIV,  XV,  XVI,  and  xvii.  Agreed. 

No.  4. 

second  form  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
united  states. 

Qmvention  between  Ms  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  Axnericay  for  the  purpose  ofd^fith- 
ing  cjtd  establishing  thefvmctions  and  privileges  ef 
:  their  respective  (Jonsuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 

His  Majesty  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  having,  by  the  twenty-ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  between 
them,  mutually  granted  the  liberty  of  having,  in  their 
respective   States   and   ports,   Constils,    Vice    Consuls, 
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Agents,  and  Commissaries ;  and  being  willing,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  to  define  and  establish,  in  a  reciprocal 
and  permanent  manner,  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  which  they  have  judged  it 
convenient  to  establish ;  of  preference,  his  Most  Christian 

Majesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur ,  and  the  United 

States  have  nominated  ■     ,  who,  after  having  com- 

municated to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  have 
agreed  on  what  follows  : 

Article  i*  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  named  by 
the  Most  Christian  King  and  the  United  States  shall 
be  bound  to  present  their  commissions,  according  to  the 
forms  which  shall  be  established  respectively  by  the 
Most  Christian  King  within  his  dominions,  and  by  the 
Congress  within  the  United  States.  There  shall  be 
delivered  to  them,  without  any  charges,  the  exequatur 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  functions ;  and,  on 
exhibiting  the  said  exequatur,  the  governors,  command- 
ers, heads  of  justice,  bodies  corporate,  tribunals,  or  other 
officers,  having  authority  in  the  ports  and  places  of  their 
consulates,  shall  cause  them  to  enjoy,  immediately  and 
without  difficulty,  the  pre-eminences,  authority,  and  pri- 
vileges reciprocally  granted,  without  exacting  from  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  any  fee.^under  any  pre- 
text whatever. 

Article  ii.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
enjoy  a  full  and  entire  immunity  for  their  chancery,  and 
the  papers  therein  contained  ;  they  shall  be  exempt  from 
all  personal  service,  from  soldiers^  billets,  militia,  watch, 
guard,  guardianship,  trusteeship,  as  well  as  from  all  du- 
ties, taxes,  impositions,  and  charges  whatsoever,  except 
on  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  which  they  may  be 
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the  proprietors  or  possessors,  which  shall  be  subject  to  the 
taxes  imposed  on  the  estates  of  all  other  individaals ;  and 
in  all  other  instances  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
the  land  as  the  natives  are. 

Those  of  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  who 
shall  exercise  commerce,  shall  be  respectively  subject  to 
all  taxes,  charges,  and  impositions,  established  on  other 
merchants. 

They  shall  place  over  the  outward  door  of  their  houses 
the  arms  of  their  Sovereign,  without  that  this  mark  of  dis- 
tinction shall  give  to  the  said  houses  the  right  of  asylum 
for  any  person  or  property  whatsoever. 

Article  hi.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls may  establish  agents  in  the  different  ports  and  places 
of  their  departments,  when  necessity  shall  require. 
These  Agents  may  be  chosen  among  the  merchants, 
either  national  or  foreign,  and  furnished  with  a  commis- 
sion from  one  of  the  s^id  Qonsulsj  they  shall  confine 
themselves,  respectively,  to  the  rendering  to  their  respec- 
tive merchants,  navigators,  and  vessels,  all  possible  ser- 
vice, and  to  inform  the  nearest  Consul  of  the  wants  of 
the  said  merchants,  navigators,  and  vessels,  without  the 
said  agents  otherwise  participating  in  the  immunities  at- 
tributed to  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  without  pow- 
er, under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  exact  from  the  said 
merchants  any  duty  or  emolument  whatever. 

Article  iv.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls may  establish  a  chancery,  where  shall  be  deposited 
the  consular  deliberations,  acts,  and  proceedings^  as  also 
testaments,  obligations,  contracts,  ^nd  other  acts  done  by 
or  between  persons  of  their  nations,  and  effects  left  by 
deceased  persons,  or  saved  from  shipwreck. 
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They  may  consequently  appoint,  for  the  business  of 
the  said  chancery,  capable  persons;  receive  them,  admin- 
ister an  oath  to  them,  give  to  them  the  keeping  of  the 
seal,  and  the  right  of  sealing  commissions,  judgments, 
and  other  consular  acis,  as  well  as  there  to  discharge 
the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers  of  the  consulate. 

Article  v.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  their 
chancery,  or  on  board  of  vessels,  the  declarations  and 
all  the  other  acts  which  the  captains,  masters,  seamen, 
passengers,  and  merchants  of  their  nation  would  make 
there,  even  their  testaments  and  other  dispositions  of  last 
will;  and  the  copies  of  the  said  acts,  duly  authenti- 
cated by  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  under  the 
seal  of  their  consulate,  shall  receive  faith  in  law,  equally 
as  their  originals  would,  in  all  the  tribunals  of  the  domin- 
ions of  the  Most  Christian  King  and  the  United  States. 

They  shall  also  have,  and  exclusively,  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  testamentary  executor,  guardian,  or  law- 
ful heirs,  the  right  to  inventory,  liquidate,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  sale  of  the  personal  estate  left  by  subjects 
or  citizens  of  their  nation,  who  shall  die  within  the  ex- 
tent of  their  consulate ;  they  shall  proceed  therein,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  merchants  of  their  said  nation,  or, 
for  want  of  them,  of  any  other  at  their  choice  ;  shall  cause 
to  be  deposited  in  their  chancery  the  effects  and  papers 
of  the  said  estates,  and  no  officer,  military,  judiciary,  or 
of  the  police  of  the  coimtry,  shall  disturb  them,  or  inter- 
fere therein,  in  any  manner  whatsoever;  but  the  said  Con- 
suls or  Vk^e  Consuls  shall  not  deliver  up  the  said  effects, 
nor  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the  lawful  representatives, 
or  to  their  order,  till  they  shall  have  caused  to  be  paid 
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all  debts  which  the  deceased  sliall  have  contracted  in  the 
country ;  for  which  purpose,  the  creditors  shall  have  a 
right  to  attach  the  said  effects  in  their  hands,  as  they 
might  in  those  of  any  other  individual  whatever,  and 
proceed  to  obtain  sale  of  then),  t!ll  payment  of  what 
shall  be  lawfully  due  to  them.  When  the  debts  shall 
not  have  been  contracted  by  judgment,  deed,  or  note,  the 
signature  whereof  shall  be  known,  payment  shall  not 
be  ordered  but  on  the  creditor's  giving  sufficient  surety, 
resident  in  the  country,  to  refund  the  sums  he  shall  have 
unduly  received,  principal,  interest,  and  costs ;  which  sure- 
ty shall,  nevertheless,  remain  duly  (Kscharged,  after  a 
year  in  time  of  peace,  and  two  years  in  time  d  war,  if 
the  demand  in  discharge  cannot  be  formed  before  these 
delays  against  the  heirs  Which  shall  present  themselves. 

And  in  order  that  the  representatives  may  not  be  un- 
justly kept  out  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  the  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls  shall  notify  his  death  in  some  one 
of  the  gazettes .  published  within  their  consulate ;  and 
that  they  shall  retain  the  said  effects  in  their  hands  four 
months,  to  answer  all  just  demands  which  shall  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  they  shall  be  bound,  afler  this  deky,  to  de- 
liver to  the  persons  succeeding  thereto  what  shall  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  demands  which  shall  have 
been  formed. 

Article  vi.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls shall  receive  the  declarations,  protests,  and  reports, 
of  all  captains  and  masters  of  their  respective  nations,  on 
account  of  average  losses  sustained  at  sea;  and  these 
captains  and  masters  shall  lodge  in  the  chancery  of  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  the  acts  which  may 
have  happened  to  them  on  their  voyage.     If  a  subject 
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of  the  Most,  Christian  King,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  foreigner,  are  interested  in  the  said  cargo,  the 
average  shall  be  settled  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country, 
and  not  by  the  Consuls  or  Vice  ConsuU;  but  when  only 
the  subjects  or  citizens  of  their  own  nation  shall  be  in- 
terested, the  respective  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls  shall 
appoint  skilful  persons  to  settle  the  damage  and  average. 

Article  viu  In  cases  where,  by  tempests  or  other 
accidents,  French  ships  or  vessels  shall  be  stranded  on 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck  shall  do 
whatever  he  may  judge  proper,  as  well  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  its  cai^o  and  appurte- 
nances, as  for  the  storing  and  security  of  the  e&ct^  and 
merchandise  isa,ved»  He  may  take  an  inventory  of  them, 
without  the  intermeddling  of  any  officers  of  the  military, 
of  the  customs,  of  justice,  or  of  the.  police  of  the  coun- 
xry,  Qtberwiae  than  to  give  tlie  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls, 
captain  and  crew  of  the  vessel  or  ship  wrecked  or 
stranded,  all  the  succor  and  favor  which  they  shall  ask  of 
tli^m,  either  for  the  expedition  and  security  of  the  saving 
and  of  the.  effects  saved,  as  to  prevetit  all  disturbance. 

To  prevent  even  any  kind  of  dispute  and  discussion  in 
ihe  said  cases  of  shipwreck,  it  has  been  agreed,  that 
where  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  be  foumt  to  attend 
to  the.  salvage,  or  that,  the  residence  of  tlie  said  Consul 
or  Vice  Cicmaul  (he  not  being  at  the  place  of  sbipwreck) 
shall  be  further  distant  from  the  said  place  than  that  of 
the  oompetont  territonel  judge,  the  latter  shall  imme- 
diately proceed  therein,  with  all  tjhe  Celerity,  safety,  and 
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precaution  prescribed  by  the  respective  laws  ;  but  the 
said  territorial  judge  shall  retire  on  the  coming  of  the 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  resign  to  him  the  pro- 
cedures by  him  done  ;  the  ex-penses  of  which,  the  Consul 
or  Vice  Consul  shall  cause  to  be  reimbursed  to  him,  as 
well  as  those  of  saving  the  wreck. 

The  merchandise  and  effects  saved  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  custom-house,  or  other  nearest  place  of  safety,  with 
the  inventory  thereof,  which  shall  be  made  by  the  Con- 
suLor  Vice  Consul,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the  judge 
who  shall  have  had  cognizance  thereof,  that  the  said  ef- 
fects and  merchandise  may  afterwards  be  delivered, 
after  levying  therefrom  the  costs,  and  without  form  of 
process,  to  the  proprietors,  who,  being  furnished  with  a  re- 
plevy from  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  shall  re- 
claim them  by  themselves,  or  by  iheir  attorneys,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  re-exporting  the  merchandises,  (and  ia 
that  case,ihey  shall  pay  no  kind  of  duties  of  exportation,) 
or  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  in  the  country,  if  they 
are  not  prohibited  ;  and  in  this  latter  case,  the  said  mer- 
chandise being  averaged,  there  shall  be  granted  them  an 
abatement  of  the  entrance  duties,  proportioned  to  the 
damage  sustained,  which  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  ver- 
bal process  formed  at  the  time  of  the  shipwreck  or  o( 
the  vessel's  running  ashore. 

Article  viii.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
have  on  board  of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  nations 
all  power  and  jurisdiction  in  civil  matters ;  and  for  this 
purpose  they  ncjay  go  there  without  being  interrupted  by 
any  officer  or  other  person  whatsoever. 

Article  ix.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Coi|suls  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  the  captains,  officers,  mariners,  or  sail- 
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ors  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  na- 
tions, who  shall  have  deserted  from  the  said  vessels,  in 
order  to  send  them  back  and  transport  them  out  of  the 
country ;  for  which  purpose,  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  shall  address  themselves  to  the  competent  tribu- 
nals, judges,  and  officers,  and  shall  demand  from  them  the 
said  deserters  in  writing,  proving  that  those  men  made  a 
part  of  the  said  crew ;  and  on  this  demand  so  proved,  the 
delivery  shall  not  be  refused,  and  there  shall  be  given  all 
aid  and  assistance  to  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls 
for  the  search,  seizure,  and  arrest  of  the  said  deserters, 
who  shall  even  be  detained  and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the 
country,  at  their  request  and  expense,  until  they  shall 
have  found  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  back.  But 
if  they  be  not  sent  back  within  three  months,  to  be 
counted  from  the  day  of  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  lib- 
erty, and  be  no  more  arrested  for  the  same  cause. 

Article  x.  In  cases  where  the  respective  subjects  or 
citizens  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  they  shall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Article  xi.  When  the  said  offenders  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  crew  of  a  vessel  of  their  nation,  they  shall  not 
afterwards  be  set  at  liberty  until  the  Consul  or  Vice  Con- 
sui  shall  have  been  notified  thereof,  and  they  shall  be  de- 
livered to  him,  if  he  requires  it,  to  be  put  again  on  board 
of  the  vessel  on  which  they  were  arrested,  or  of  others 
of  their  nation,  and  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Article  xli.  All  differences  and  suits  between  the 
subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King  in  the  United  States, 
or  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the 
dominions  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  particularly 
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all  disputes  relative  to  the  wages  and  terms  of  engage- 
aient  of  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels,  and  all  dif- 
ferences, of  whatever  nature  they  be,  which  may  arise 
between  the  privates  of  the  said  crews,  or  between  any 
of  them  and  their  captains,  or  between  the  captains  of 
different  vessels  of  their  nation,  shall  be  determined  by 
the  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  either  by  a  re- 
ference to  arbitration,  or  by  a  summary  judgment,  and 
without  costs.  No  officer  of  the  country,  civil  or  milita- 
ry, shall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part  whatever  in 
the  matter ;  and  the  appeals  from  the  said  consular  sen- 
tences shall  be  carried  before  the  tribunals  of  France  or 
of  the  United  States,  to  whom  it  may  appertain  to  take 
cognizance  thereof. 

Abticle  XIII.  The  general  utility  of  commerce  hav- 
ing caused  to  be  established  within  the  dominions  of  the 
Most  Christian  King  particular  tribunals  and  forms  for 
expediting  the  decision  of  commercial  affiurs,  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
these  establishments ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  will  provide,  in  the  manner  ipost  confornudble  to  its 
laws,  equivalent  advantages  in  favor  of  the  French  mer- 
chants, for  the  prompt  despatch  and  decision  of  affiurs  of 
the  same  nature. 

Article  xiv.  The  subjects  of  the  Most  Christian 
King,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  siall 
prove  by  legal  evidence  that' they  are  of  the  said  nalkmsi 
respectively,  shall  in  consequence  enjoy  an  exmip- 
tion  from  all  pergonal  service  m  the  place  of  their  seHle- 
ment* 

Article  xv.  If  %ny  other  nation  aoquirt,  by  virtue  <if 
any  convention  whatever,   a  treatment  moiae  favorable 
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xVttb  tesp^ot:to  ib«  eonsular  pre«^D(HaeoQes,  poweia^  aq-* 
tbority,  and  privileges,  the  Consuls  and  Vic©  Consuls  of 
tbe  Most  Christian  .King,  or  of  the  United  States,  r^i^ 
propally,  shall  participate  therein,  agreeably  to  the  terms  j 
stipulated  by  the  2d,  3dj  and  4tb  articles  of  the  treaty  of, 
amity  and  oommerce,  concluded  between  the  Most  Chris-  ■ 
tian  King  and  the  United  States. 

Article    xti.    The  present  convention  shall  be  m 
force  during  the  term  of  twdve  years,  to  be  counted  from- 
the  day  of  the  excbaitge  of  ratiBcations,  which  shall  be 
given  in  proper  form,  and  exchanged  on  both  sides,  with-' 
in  the  space  of  one  year,  or  sooner  if  po$9Jble. 

In  faith  wbereof,  be, 


Na  5. 
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dm^entun  ft^ii^een  hit  Mo^  Ohristimi  Majtstij  and  ikgi 
United  States  of  America^  for  the  purpose  of  d^itmff : 
€md  esiablishit^  thcfimctions  and  pjivUegcg  of  th^ 
respeetitfs  Cmsuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 
'  His  Majesty  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  the  Umted 
Sfates  of  America,  having, by  the  twenty-nintb  aniole 
of  the  treaty  of  anf^ity  and  comiiiarce,  concluded  between  • 
them,  mutaalty  granted  the  liberty  of  having,  i*  tbcir. 
respective    States    and  ports,  Consuls,   Vice   Coiisuls, 
Agents,  and  Commissaries ;  and  being  willing,  in  conae-^  - 
qnence  thereof)  to  define  and  establsab,  in  a  iceipmcal 
and  permanent  banner,  the  iboetiotts  and  privileges  of « 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  whiefa'  tbey  bav»  jodgedr  k . 
convenTient  to^^tablish ;  of  pr€AnMce,iii8  Meet  CUistinn. 
VoL.in^-^d 
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Majesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur  Coant  of  Montmofin  of 
St.  Herent,  M&reschal  of  his  Campfiraad  Annies,  Knight 
of  bis  Orders  and  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  his^  Cotinseller 
in  all  his  Councils,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  and 
of  his  Commandments  and  Finances,  having  the  De*^ 
partment  of  Foreign  Afliirs ;  and  the  United  States  have 
nominated  Thomas  Jeff^on,  ckiiien  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  their  Minister  Pteni(X>teittiary 
near  the  King  ;  who,  after  having  4^oinmumcated  to  eacb 
olher  their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed  on  what 
follows: 

Article  i.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  named  by 
the  Most  Christian  King  and  the  United  States  shall 
be  bound  to  present  their  comoiissions,  according  to  the 
forms  which  shall  be  established,  respectively,  by  the 
Most  Christian  King  within  his  dominions,  and  by  the 
Congress  within  the  United  States;  There  shall  be 
dtiiveresd  |o  them ,iwUbot»t. any  charges,  the  exequatur 
neoossary  for  the  exercise  of  their. fuuclions;  and,  on 
exbibhing  the  smd  exequatur,,  the  governors,  coinmfM^- 
ers,  heads  of  justice,  bodies  oorporate,  tribunals,  and  other 
oflioers,'  having  authority,  in  the  ports  and  plapes  of  their 
comradates,  sball  cause  tbean  toei^y,  imm^ately  and 
without  diflb:luky,.^,|»e*«iaiaenc€ifl;,  authority,. and  priyi: 
leges  r^procally  granted,  without,  exacting  .from  the  said 
Cooaofe  and'  Vic^  Consuls  any  fee,,  under  any  pretext 
whatever. 

Articjjs:  ^i;  Tim-  Consuls  and  VioetCopauM}  tpd  per- 
s^iks.  attached  ko  tbck  fiiootioiis,,  (tjM  ris,  to  say,  th^ir. 
chankeUors  and  seeeeiEarieis,)  shall  MJ(I^  a  ttsfl :  ^  enure 
imntrahy  fee  tbeff  efasM^,  .md!  tite  piipers  whi^b 
shall  be  therein  contained  ;  they  sh^  b^  <Q;silf|Spt  from 
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all  personal  service,  from  soldiers'  billets,  militia,  watch, 
guard,  guardiaDshi{^,  trusteeship^  as  well  as  from  all  du- 
des, taxes,  nTipositioDS,  and  charges  whatsoever,  except 
on  the  estate,  real  and  personal,'  of  which  they  may  be 
the  proprietors  or  possessors,  which  shall  be  subject  to 
the ^xes  imposed  on  the  estates  of  all  other  individuals  ; 
and  in  all  other  instances  they  shall  be  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  as  the  natives  are. 

Those  of  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  who 
diall  exercise  commerce,  shall  be  respectively  subject  to 
all  taxes,  charges,  and  impositions  established  on  other 
merchants. 

They  shall  place  over  the  outward  door  of  their 
house  the  arras  of  their  Sovereign ;  but  this  mark  of 
mention  *ball  hot  give  to  the  said  house  any  privilege 
of  asyldm  for  any  person  or  property  whatsoever. 

A&TICL&  iri.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vic^  <^<^" 
9vk  may  estiablish  agents  in  the  different  ports -^^  places 
cff  their  departments,  where  necessity  -'^^"  require. 
1%ese  agents  may  be  chosen  ambi«'^*^®  ^^chants, 
efther  national  or  foreign,  and  furn^®^  ^^^  *  connnis- 
sidti  fibm  one  of  the  said  Ccv-^'s;  they  shall' confine 
thehiselve^,  r^peotiv^ly,  tty^  rerideritsg  ta  their  respec- 
tive merchants,  nav^at^^  and  vessels  all  possible  set- 
vice^  and  to  id^t^i  the  nearest  Consul  of  the  wants  of 
ftte  saki  loerdhants,  navigators,  and  vessels,  without  the 
said  ag^ts'  ori^drwise  paftictjpating  in  the  immunities, 
f^bt5>  and  piivileges  littributed  to  Consuls  and  Vice 
CottSWlsi  and  Without  power,  under  any  pretext  whatever, 
tjb  lextdt  ih>tn  Che  said  merchants  any  duty' or  emolument 
whttjsqever,  >. 

•  Anftrifcl^^  iv;  The  Coiw^ls  and  ViceXJwistilsj  rejiipect-* 
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ively^  may  establish  a  chancery,  where  n^ll  be  deposited 
the  consular  deteriniDatioos,  acts,  and  proceediiigs,  as  also 
testaments,  obligations,  contracts,  and  other  acts  done  by 
or  between  persons  of  their  nation,  and  effects  left  by 
decedents  or  saved  from  shipwreck. 

They  may  consequently  appoint  fit  persons  to  act  in 
the  said  chancery,  qualify  and  swear  them  in,  commit  to 
them  the  custody  of  the  seal,  and  authority  to  seal  com- 
missions, sentences,  and  other  consular  acts,  and  also  to 
discbarge  the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers  of  the 
oonsulate. 

Article  v.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respect- 
ively, shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  receivoig  in  their 
chancery,  of  on  board  their  vessels,  the  deokMrations  and  all 
other  the  acts  which  the  captfiins,  master,  crews,  passen- 
£^rs,  and  merchants  of  their  nation  may  oboose  to  mabe 
^^v  evem  their  testaments  and  other  disposals  by  last 
will ;  aM  the  copies  of  the  said  aols,  duly  authentic 
cated  by  iu.  gajd  Consuls  or  Vice  Cftnsuls  under  the 
seal  of  their  cou^^te,  shall  receive  faith  in  law,  equally 
as  their  original^  wooj,  in  all  the  tribunals  0f.  the  domin- 
ie of  the.  Most  ChristK^  ^i^g  aud  of  the  United  States- 

They  shall  ?Up  b^ve,  a^  explosively,  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  testamentary  exyjut^r,  guardian,  or  lawftJ 
fftpjreseatative,  tbexigbt  to  inventory,  liquidate,  and  pro- 
G^  to  the  sale  of  the  personal  estate  left  by  subjects 
or  citizens  of  their  nation,  who  shall  die  withi&die  ex- 
t^  of  their  consu^te;  they  shftll  pioc^  therein,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  mercba^ts  of  their  said  nfitioD,  or^  for 
want  of  them,  of  any  other  at  their  cjieice,  and^hall  cMtse 
to  be  deposited  in  their  chancery  the  eftcts  emd  pepeti 
of  tbesaidesta^l  ^d  noiifficer,  n^ilitary,  j^dieiaiyyor 
of  the  police  of  the  country,  shall  disturb  them,  or  inters 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  501 

fere  therein,  m  any  manner  wfaatisoever ;  b\}t  the  said  Con* 
sttls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  not  deliver  up  the  said  efl^cts, 
lior  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the  lawful  representatives, 
or  to  their  order,  till  they  shall  have  caused  to  be  paid 
all  debts  which  the  deceased  shall  have  contracted  in  the 
country  ;  for  which  purpose,  the  creditors  shall  have  a 
right  to  attach  the  said  e^cts  in  their  hands,  as  they 
might  in  those  of  any  other  individual  whatever,  and 
proceed  to  obtain  sale  of  them,  till  payment  of  what 
shall  be  lawfully  dde  to  them.  When  the  debts  shall 
not  have  been  contracted  by  judgment,  deed,  or  note,  the 
signature  whereof  shall  be  known,  payment  shall  not 
be  ordered  but  on  the  creditors'  giving  sufficient  surety, 
resident  in  the  country,  to  refund  the  sums  they  shall  have 
unduly  received,  principal,  interest,  and  costs  ;  which  sure- 
ty, nevertheless,  shall  stand  duly  discharged,  after  the 
term  of  one  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  of  two  in 
time  of  war,  if  the  discharge  cannot  be  formed  before 
the  end  of  this  term  against  the  representatives  who  shalt 
present  themselves. 

And  in  order  that  the  representatives  may  not  be  un- 
justly kept  out  of  the  efiects  of  the  deceased,  the  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls  shall  notify  his  death  in  some  one 
of  the  gazettes  published  within  their  consulate,  and 
that  they  shall  retain  the  said  effects  in  their  hands  four 
months,  to  answer  all  just  demands  which  shall  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  they  shall  be  bound,  after  this  delay,  to  de- 
liver to  the  persons  succeeding  thereto  what  shall  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  demands  which  shall  have 
been  formed. 

Article  vi.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respect- 
ively, shall  receive  the  declarations,  protests,  and  reports, 


502  THOMAS  J£FFBRSO]^«— JOHN  JAY. 

of  all  captaijQs  aod  masters  of  tbeir  respective  oatioBS  od 
account  of  average  losses  sustained  at  sea;  and  these 
captains  and  masters  shall  lodge  in  the  chancery  of  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  the  acts  which  they  may 
have  made  in  other  ports,  on  account  of  the  accidents 
which  may  have  happened  to  them  on  their  voyage. 
If  a  subject  of  the  Most  Chii^iii^n  King,  and  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  or  a  foreigiier^  are  interested  in  the 
said  cargo,  the  average  shall  be  settled  by  the  tribunals 
of  the  country,  and  not  by  the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consols  y 
but  when  only  the  subjects  or  citia^ns  of  their  own  na- 
tion shall  be  interested,  the  respective  Consuls  or  Vice 
Consuls  shall  appoint  skilful  persons  to  settle  the  damages 
and  average. 

.  Abticle  VII.  In  cases  where,  by  tempests  or  other 
accidents,  French  ships  or  vessels  shall  be  stranded  oo 
the  coasts,  of  the  United  States,  and  ships  or /vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the 
(lomsnions  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck  shall  dp 
whaiteyer  he  may  judge  proper,  as  well  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  its  cargo  and  appurte- 
nances, as  for  the  storing  and  security  of  the  effiscts  and 
merchandise  saved.  He  may  take  an  inventory  of  them, 
Wtbout  the  intermeddling  of  any  ofiScers  of  the  military, 
of  the  customs,  of  justice,  or  of  the  police  of  the  country> 
otberwjse  than  to  give  to  the  Consuls^  Vice  Consuls,  cap- 
tain and  crew  of  the  vessel  shipwrecked  or  stranded,  all 
the  succor  an^  favor  which  they  shall  a^  of  them,  either 
for  the  expedition  and  security  of  the  saving  and  of  the 
eSfjiots  saved,  as  to  .prevent  all  disturbance. 
And  ip  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of  dispute  and  discus- 
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^n  ia  ilie  saki  cables  of  sbipwredk,  it  is  agreed,  that 
when  tbere  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  t^ 
ait6od  to  the  saving  of  the  wreck,  or  that  the  residence 
of  4he  said  CoBsul  or  Vice  Coasul  (he  not  being  at  the 
plsce  of  <be  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant  from  the  said 
|)lace  than  that  of  ihe  competent  judge  .of  the  country, 
the  Jatter  shall  itmnediatdy  proceed  therein  wii^  all  the 
despatch,  eertaiaty^  and  preoautiofis  pi^esoribed  by  the 
respective  laws ;  but  the  said  territorial  judge  shall  retire 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shaU 
deliver  over  (o  hina  the  report  of  his  proceedings,  thie 
expenses  of  which  tbe  C(Hmil  or  Vice  Consul  shall  cause 
to  be  reimbursed  to  bioi,  9$  well  as  those  of  saving  tlie 
wreck.  , 

The  tfterchandise^aod  effects  sav^d  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  nearest  custom-house,  or  other  place  of  safety,  with 
the  inventory  thereof,  which  sbatt  be  made  by  tbe  Coor 
sul  or  Vioe  Consul,  or  by  the  judge  who  shall  have  pro- 
ceeded an  their  abseoee,  that  tbe  fi^  effects  and  merr 
cbaiidise  may  afterwards  be  delivered,  after  levying 
tberefrom  tlie  costs,  and  without  fcirm  .  of  process,  to  the 
owners,  who,  being  furaiolied  with  an  oi'der  ibr  their  d^ 
Hv^y  from  the  nearest  Co«isuI  or  Vioe  Consul,  sb^ll  r^ 
chim.tliem  by  themselves,  or  by  their  order,  either  for 
tlw  purpose  of  re^xporting  si*oli  rtiercbandise,  (in  whic^ 
eii9c,  they  shall  pay  no  kind  of  duty  of  exportaiion,J  or 
fortbsd:  of  seUiog  them  ia  the  oountry,  if  they  be  not  prq-* 
iiibited  there  ;  and  ki  this  last  case,  tl)e  said  merchandise^ 
U*  they  be  dami^ed,  sbaU  be  allewed  av  abatement  of 
etttranee  duties  pioportioned  to  the  damage  they  hs^ye 
sustained,  which  shall  be  ascertained .  by  the  affidavits 
taken  at  the  time  tbe  vessel  was  wrecked  or  struck. 
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)  kwaicUB  vtiu  The  Consuls  aod  Vice  Consuls  shM 
exercise  police  ot^r  all  tbe  Tessek  of  tlieif  reifptctive 
nations,  and  shall  have  on  bosnrd  tbe  said  vessels  at!  pow- 
er and  jurisdidion  in  civil 'matters^  in  all  the  disputes 
which  may  there  arise ;  tb<iy  shall  have  an  entire  inspec- 
tion over  the  said  vessels,  their  crew,  and  the  changet 
and  substitutions  there  to  be  made;  for  which  purpose r 
they  may  go  on  board  the  said  vessels  whenever  they 
Vnay  judge  it  necessary.  Well  tmderstodd  that  the 
functions  hereby  allowed  shall  be  confined  to  the  interior 
of  the  vessels^  and  that  they  shall  noi  take  place  in  any 
ease  which  shall  have  any  interference  with  the  police  of 
tbe  ports  where  the  said  vessels  shall  be. 

Article  ix.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  may 
eaase  to  be  arrested  the  captains,  officers,  mariners^  sail- 
ors, and  all  other  persons  being  par^-  of  the  crews  of  tbe 
vessels  of  their  respective  nations,  who  shall  have  de- 
serosd  from  the  said  vessels,  in  order  to  send  them  back 
and  transport  them  out  of  tbe  country.  For  which  par- 
pose,  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  address 
themselves  to  the  courts,  judges,  and  <^cerB  eompetent, 
and  shall  demand  the  said  deserteiB  in  writing,  proving, 
by  an  exhibition  of  tbe  regbters  of  the  ve^lsd  or  ship's 
ffoll,  that  those  men  were  part  of  tbe  said  crews ;  and  on 
fbis.depiand  so  j^^toved,  (savins,  hotiiEever,  where  tbe  coo- 
Irary  is  proved,)  the  delivery  shall  not  be  refused ;  and 
there  shall  be  given  all  aid  aed  asaistaoce  to  the  said 
CJonsuls  and  Vice  Coosnls  for  tbe  search,  seiture,  and 
arrest  of  tbe  said  deserters,  who  shall  even  be  dctiieed 
and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  tbe  oownry,  at  their  request 
and  expense,  uotil  tbey  akiU  have  fboiid  an  opportoiiy 
of  sending  fbua  beck.     But  if  tbqr  be  not  seat  bedt 
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tvithin  three  months,  to  be  counted  from  the  day  of 
their  arrest,  tbey  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  be  no 
more  arrested  for  the  same  cause. 

Article  x.  In  cases  where  the  respective  subjects  or 
citizens  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  they  shall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Article  xi.  When  the  said  pffenders  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  crew  of  a  vessel  of  their  nation,  and  shall  have 
wkbdrawn  themselves  on  board  the  said  vessel,  they  may 
be  there  seized  and  arrested  by  order  of  the  judges  of 
the  country  :  these  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Con- 
sol  or  Vice  Consul,  who  may  repair  on  board  if  he  thinks 
proper ;  but  th»  notificatioa  shall  not  in  any  case  delay 
execution  of  the  order  in  question.  The  persons  arrested 
shall  not  afterwards  be  set  at  liberty  until  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  shall  have  been  notified  thereof;  and  they 
shall  be  delivered  to  him,  if  he  requires  it,  to  be  put  again 
on  board  of  the  vessel  on  which  they  were  arrested,  or 
of  others  of  their  nation,  and  to  be  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Article  xii.  All  differences  and  suits  between  the 
subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King  in  the  United  Sratesff  . 
or  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  within  ihe 
dominions  of  the  Most  Christian  Kbg,  and  particularly 
alt  disputes  relative  to  the  wages  and  terms  of  engage- 
ment of  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels,  and  all  dif- 
ferences, of  whatever  nature  they  be,  which  may  arise  '^ 
between  the  privates  of  the  said  crews,  or  between  any 
of  them  and  their  captains,  or  between  the  captains  of 
dtflbreot  vessels  of  their  nation,  shall  be  determined  by 
the  respective  Consub  and  Vice  Consuls,  either  by  a  re- 
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Terence  to  arbitrators,  or  by  a  surmnary  judgment,  and 
without  costs.  No  officer  of  the  country,  civil  or  noUka- 
ry,  shall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part  whatever  in 
the  matter ;  and  the  appeals  from  the  said  consular  sen- 
tences shall  be  carried  before  the  tribunals  of  France  or 
of  the  United  States,  to  whom  it  may  appertain  to  take 
cognizance  thereof. 

Article  xiii.  The  general  utility  of  commerce  hav- 
ing caused  to  be  established,  within  the  dominions  of  the 
Most  Christian  King,  particular  tribunals  and  forms  (ox 
expediting  the  decision  of  commercial  afiairs,  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
these  establishments ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  will  provide,  in  the  manner  the  most  cooAurmable  to 
its  laws,  equivalent  advantages  in  favor  of  the  French 
merchants,  for  the  prompt  despatch  and  decision  of  affiiirs 
of  the  same  nature* 

Article  XIV.  The  subjects  of  the  Most  Christian 
King,  and  citizens  pf  the  United  States,  who  shall 
prove  by  legal  evidence  that  they  are  of  the  said  nations, 
respectively,  shall  in  consequence  enjoy  an  exemp- 
tion from  all  personal  service  in  the  place  of  their  settle- 
ment. 

Article  xv:  Jf  any  other  nation  acquire,  by  virtue  of 
any  convention  whatever,  a  treatment  more  favorable 
with  respect  to  the  consular  pre-eminences,  powers,  au^ 
thority,  and  pnvileges,  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of 
the  Most  Christian  ffing,  or  of  the  United  Stales,  recipro- 
cally, shall  participate  therein,  agreeably  to  tlie  terms 
stipulated  by  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  between  the  Most 
Christian  King  and  4be  United  States. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  507 

Article  xvi.  The  present  convention  shall  be  in 
full  force  during  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  counted 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  which  shall 
be  given  in  proper  form,  and  exchanged  on  both  sides 
within  the  space  of  one  yearj  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we.  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  have 
signed  the  present  convention,  and  have  thereto  set  the 
seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  14th  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

LE  C.  DE  MONTMORIN,  [l.  s.] 
TH:  JEFFERSON.  [l.  s.] 
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